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JJC's  cyber  security  detailed 
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Colin  Norwich,  the  information  security  engineer,  hard  at  work. 


By  )ar£k  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

Internet  protection  has 
become  a  larger  part  of  society 
now  more  than  ever,  with 
hacking  and  cyber  attacks 
becoming  more  prevalent. 

Hackmageddon,  a  website 
that  documents  and  analyzes 
monthly  hacking  statistics 
charted  2016  suffering  more 
major  cyber  attacks  in  more  than 
five  months  compared  to  the  two 
previous  years. 

At  JJC,  web  security  and 
data  protection  of  thousands 
of  students  are  in  the  hands  of 
people  that  are  able  to  verify  and 
validate  all  this  information. 

“You’re  looking  right  at 

See  Cyber,  page  5 


Animal  captivity,  a  changing  world? 


By  leonna  Topple 

Photo  Editor 

When  John  Hargrove  spoke  of 
orcas  in  the  2013  documentary 
“Blackfish”  he  said,“When  you 
look  into  their  eyes,  you  know 
somebody  is  home.” 


Taking  an  animal  like  that 
and  putting  it  in  a  tank,  would 
eventually  lead  to  questions 
concerning  right  and  wrong. 

That  time  of  questioning  has 
come  for  Sea  World. 

After  50  years  of  using  marine 
mammals  for  entertainment. 


with  orcas  as  their  big-ticket 
item,  SeaWorld  is  now  facing  a 
load  of  controversy. 

It  started  with  “Blackfish,” 
that  shined  a  light  on  what  life 
is  like  for  the  orcas  when  the 
music  shuts  off  and  the  audience 
goes  home. 


“Blackfish”  wanted  SeaWorld 
to  answer  for  their  practices. 
And  now,  so  does  everyone  else. 

There  was  a  lot  to  be 
considered  when  holding  large 
ranging  animals  in  tanks  and 

See  Animal,  page  4 
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Maker  Lab  prints  out  creativit 


By  malek  Clay _ 

Staff  Writer 

The  Maker  Lab  is  one  of  JJC’s 
facilities  that  emphasizes  design 
and  creativity. 

Located  in  T-1034,  the 
devices  in  the  room  consist  of 
3-D  printers,  3-D  scanners,  laser 
cutters  and  vinyl  cutters. 

See  Maker,  page  6 
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Maker  Lab  allows  people  to  make  amazing  3D  objects  like  these. 


Summer  internships 


by  Sean  O'Dell 

Staff  Writer 

When  trying  to  land  that  new 
job  in  a  future  career,  or  even 
when  applying  for  a  summer 
internship,  students  all  too 
often  forget  to  make  themselves 
marketable. 

This  means  building  up  skills 
to  make  them  stand  out  from  the 
competition  in  their  respective 


field. 

Unfortunately  for  most,  this 
crucial  part  in  employment 
success  can  sometimes  be  too 
little  too  late,  and  applications 
for  positions  may  expire  quickly. 

Fortunately,  students  at 
JJC  have  the  opportunity  to 
set  themselves  apart  in  a  very 
unique  way. 

See  Summer,  page  6 


In  memoriam  of  professor  Robert  Bellas 


by  Joseph  Crump 

Copy  Editor 

Over  winter  break,  JJC  lost 
one  of  its  professors.  Robert 
“Bob”  Bellas  of  the  Natural 
Sciences  department  died  on 
Dec.  18  while  vacationing  in 
Florida. 

Rather  than  doing  an  obituary. 
The  Blazer  has  decided  to  do  a 


memorial  instead  to  celebrate 
his  life. 

In  his  memory,  the  JJC 
Natural  Sciences  Department  is 
collecting  donations  for  Bellas’ 
church,  St.  Peter  Lutheran 
Church  in  Joliet,  Illinois,  and  to 
memorialize  Bellas  at  JJC. 

Prior  to  being  a  professor 
at  JJC,  Bellas  studied  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and 


went  through  graduate  school 
in  Boston.  Post-doctorate,  he 
worked  under  some  of  the 
leaders  of  HTV/AIDS  studies  in 
the  early  1980s. 

Bellas  also  was  fond  of 
flying,  boating  and  singing. 
He  had  pilot’s  license  and  was 
in  the  process  of  building  his 
own  personal  plane  prior  to 
his  death.  He  owned  his  own 


boat  that  he  frequently  took 
to  Lake  Michigan.  Bellas  also 
participated  in  JJC’s  choir  and 
played  the  organ  for  his  local 
church. 

As  Professor  Cathleen  Dobbs, 
one  of  his  colleagues  in  the 
Natural  Sciences  department. 

See  Bellas,  page  4 
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2  Editorial— 

Let's  talk  about 


Nearly  several  days  before 
the  beginning  of  the  semester, 
a  tragic  shooting  struck  the 
state  of  Florida. 

Suspect  Esteban  Santiago- 
Ruiz  was  taken  into  custody  by 
police  after  the  shooter  opened 
fire  near  the  baggage  claim 
area  of  the  Fort  Lauderdale- 
Hollywood  International 
Airport  early  January. 

The  shooting  claimed 
the  lives  of  five  people. 
As  shootings  became  more 
numerous  last  year,  mourning 
has  become  a  daily  ritual  for 
many. 

According  to  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  about  4,368  shooting 
victims  were  reported  in 
Chicago  last  year  and  for  the 
first  week  of  the  current  year 
already  tallying  up  to  100 
shooting  victims. 

With  a  new  year,  a  new 
president  and  new  tragedies 
coming  to  the  country,  gun 
regulation  is  one  of  the  main 
points  that  will  likely  be  a 
combative  and  controversial 
debate. 

“We  need  a  Supreme 
Court  that  in  my  opinion 
is  going  to  uphold  the 


Second  Amendment,  and  all 
amendments,  but  the  Second 
Amendment,  which  is  under 
absolute  siege,”  said  Donald 
Trump  in  a  debate  prior  to  his 
presidency. 

Possibilities  of  government 
regulation  for  guns  is 
anybody’s  guess,  but  much  of 
the  battle  will  come  from  the 
local  levels. 

Although  state  gun  laws 
vary,  perhaps  that  is  part  of 
the  problem  that  has  made 
it  difficult  for  gun  owners 
and  local  citizens.  With  no 
consistency,  someone  that 
may  have  permits  or  licenses 
to  carry  a  firearm  in  one  state 
could  be  charged  for  carrying 
it  in  another  state. 

Recent  shootings  and 
xenophobia  caused  by  and 
linked  to  them  come  to  the 
forefront  as  well. 

Instead  of  focusing  on  who 
was  responsible  and  why, 
maybe  thinking  of  ways  to 
prevent  another  shooting 
should  be  prioritized.  That  can 
begin  by  advocating  for  gun 
regulation. 

Whether  the  shootings 
happened  in  an  airport,  a 


gun  regulation 


nightclub  or  a  street,  gun 
violence  never  seemed  to  slow 
down  throughout  the  entire 
year. 

Maybe  through  all  the 
bloodshed  we,  as  a  community, 
as  a  state  and  as  a  country  will 
work  to  see  to  it  that  some  kind 
of  agreement  can  be  met  when 
it  comes  to  the  controversial 
topic  of  gun  control. 

The  Second  Amendment  has 
been  seen  by  some  as  one  of 
the  most  important  rights  for 
American  citizens,  but  we  are 
not  calling  for  the  removal  of 
all  guns. 

At  this  point,  it  would 
be  impossible  and  illogical. 
Gun  sales  spiked  up  since  the 
Orlando  nightclub  shooting 
in  early  June  of  last  year, 
according  to  The  Los  Angeles 
Times. 

A  possible  consensus  that 
could  be  reached  for  gun  control 
is  continuing  restrictions  on 
semi-automatic  and  automatic 
rifles.  Conceal  and  carry  is  one 
thing,  but  perhaps  assault  rifles 
and  machine  guns  are  options 
that  cannot  be  continued  in  the 
United  States. 

Mother  Jones  has  recorded 


every  high-profile  shooting 
in  the  United  States  from 
1982  to  2017.  The  weapon  of 
choice  for  most  shooters  were 
between  semi-automatic  rifles 
and  assault-style  guns. 

States  like  California  have 
already  set  out  new  laws  and 
policies  that  will  regulate  these 
types  of  firearms.  According  to 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
some  of  these  laws  coming  into 
effect  will  also  limit  who  gun 
owners  can  lend  their  weapons 
to,  making  it  illegal  to  have 
large  capacity  magazines,  etc. 

What  can  be  done?  As 
simple  and  as  cheesy  as  it  may 
sound,  the  push  for  tighter 
gun  regulations  starts  now. 
With  hundreds  of  different 
organizations  and  groups  that 
petition  for  such  regulations, 
one  can  see  the  good  it  can  do. 

Removing  an  amendment  is 
not  a  viable  solution,  but  gun 
regulation  can  work  hand- 
in-hand  with  those  who  own 
them,  and  those  who  do  not. 

Tragedy  is  never  100  percent 
preventable,  but  pushing  for 
change  could  mean  one  less 
shooting  in  the  United  States 
from  a  gun. 


Question  of  the  Issue 

What  are  your  feelings  and  opinions  in 
regards  to  gun  regulation/  gun  control? 


Colt  Graves  Envyi  Lindsey  Lesly  Sanchez  Trent  Marble 


“It 's  a  very  difficult  subject 
to  define  with  so  many  people 
feeling  so  many  different 
things.  I  don’t  know  if  there 
really  is  a  right  answer  that 
somebody  can  give.  I  think  that 
certain  laws  are  necessary, 
but  having  too  many  is  also 
not  a  good  idea.  I  think  what 
we  have  now  is  as  good  as  it 
can  be,  unless  you  go  through 
the  whole  gun  show  loophole, 
which  should  probably  be 
done  away  with.  I  think 
everybody  should  have  to  fill 
out  the  proper  paperwork  and 
get  background  checks  for  all 
firearms  " 


“/  think  there  should  be 
stricter  gun  regulations,  just 
to  be  safe.  Someone  that  is 
crazy  should  not  be  allowed 
to  have  guns.  They  should 
have  stricter  background 
checks,  there  should  be  no 
loopholes  around  them,  just 
to  make  for  a  safer  society 
while  keeping  true  to  the 
second  amendment.  People 
always  lose  their  minds 
when  other  people  talk 
about  stricter  gun  laws.  Just 
no  guns  for  certain  people.  ” 


“/  think  that  not  everyone 
should  have  them.  There 
should  be  more  laws  for 
them,  and  I  feel  that  since 
a  lot  of  people  have  them, 
that’s  why  a  lot  of  shootings 
occur.  They  should  always 
be  locked  up  [guns]  so 
that  they  are  out  of  a  lot  of 
people's  reach.  I  don’t  know 
how  there  would  be  laws  to 
enforce  that,  but,  I  mean 
there  should  be  signs  or  like 
announcements  saying  that 
you  should  be  safe  about 
them  [guns]’’ 


“With  all  the  school 
shootings,  I  think  they 
should  have  better  ways  in 
preventing  certain  people 
from  having  guns.  I  feel  like 
it  is  too  easy  for  people  to 
get  guns  and  I  think  they 
should  have  more  strict 
laws  to  stop  people  from 
getting  certain  guns  ” 
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Opinion 


Emma’s  Issues 

Sec.  of  Education  nominee  blunders  hearing 


BY  EMMA  CARTER 

Copy  Editor 

With  a  new  president  comes  a 
new  cabinet.  Just  like  how  every 
good  kitchen  needs  cabinets,  the 
president  needs  advisors,  also 
called  Secretaries. 

There  are  15  different 
departments  that  the  president 
appoints  people  to  be  the  heads  of. 
Appointed  by  the  president,  these 
nominees  need  to  be  approved  by 
the  Senate. 

Once  appointed  and  approved, 
the  secretaries  will  not  only  be 
the  adviser  of  the  president,  they 
will  also  be  the  heads  of  their 
departments. 

The  reason  I  bring  this  up  is  to 
discuss  one  specific  nominee,  one 
who  still  has  not  been  approved 
by  the  Senate  and  postponed 
a  vote  until  Jan.  31,  according 
to  The  Hill.  Betsy  DeVos  is 
President  Donald  Trump’s  pick 


for  Secretary  of  Education. 

Interestingly  enough,  DeVos 
has  never  herself  attended  public 
schools.  She  believes  in  Private 
Charter  Schools  and  Voucher 
programs,  a  concept  that  can  be 
frightening  if  you  or  someone 
you  know  works  or  attends  a 
public  school. 

A  voucher  program  means 
being  able  to  use  public  school 
funds  to  pay  for  the  private 
education. 

Would  her  becoming  Secretary 
of  Education  mean  less  benefits 
for  people  who  choose  to  attend 
public  schools? 

Well,  she  believes  in  parents 
having  the  ability  to  have  many 
choices,  but  some  people  can 
simply  not  afford  to  send  their 
child  to  a  private  school. 

When  questioned  at  her  Senate 
Confirmation  Hearing,  it  was 
made  public  knowledge  that 
she  and  her  family  contributed 
millions  of  dollars  to  the 
Republican  Party. 

She  seemed  to  stumble  when 
asked  basic  questions  and  refer 
back  to  saying  that  some  matters 
should  be  left  to  the  state  and 
local  governments. 

A  shocking  response  from 
DeVos  occurred  when  she  was 
asked  directly  about  the  federal 
Individuals  with  Disabilities 
Education  Act  (IDEA),  which, 
according  to  University  of 
Washington,  has  been  in  place 


since  1975. 

The  law  ensures  that  special 
education  receives  the  same 
benefits  of  education  given  to 
students  who  need  it. 

Outrage  seemed  to  spark  during 
the  hearing  and  she  admitted  to 
being  confused  on  IDEA,  where 
she  said  states  could  regulate 
the  education  of  students  with 
disabilities. 

This  would  make  education 
different  in  every  state. 

She  retracted  her  statement  and 
admitted  to  her  confusion  saying 
that  if  it  was  a  federal  law,  it 
should  be  followed. 

But  I  would  hope  that  the  future 
Secretary  of  Education  would  be 
aware  of  federal  laws  within  the 
educational  system. 

Gun  regulation  was  another 
topic  that  questions  were  asked 
about. 

Trump  had  the  idea  to  abolish 
no  gun  zones  in  schools  during 
his  campaign  trail. 

This  would  make  guns  allowed 
to  be  brought  in  schools,  a  point 
that  is  still  relevant  on  his  radar. 

When  asked  about  it,  DeVos 
she  said  she  could  see  why  guns 
would  be  needed  in  schools 
because  of  “grizzlies.” 

This  idea  is  one  that  I  cannot 
seem  to  get  my  head  wrapped 
around. 

If  she  does  think  that  guns 
should  be  in  schools,  then  why 
not  give  a  valid  rational  answer. 


rather  than  make  something  up 
about  schools  having  bears  that 
need  to  be  shot. 

Gun  control  is  a  widely 
controversial  topic,  especially 
with  the  recent  shootings. 

If  gun  free  zones  were 
established  in  school,  then  think 
about  how  the  person  sitting  next 
to  you,  or  behind  you,  or  anyone 
could  have  a  gun  on  them  during 
class! 

Frankly  this  thought  terrifies 
me  and  would  be  a  huge  change 
within  current  educational 
systems. 

The  other  thing  that  seemed  off 
to  me  was  her  lack  of  knowledge 
about  student  loans.  In  a  time 
where  education  costs  seem 
almost  impossible,  you  would 
think  that  our  future  Secretary  of 
Education  would  at  least  be  aware 
of  how  student  loans  work. 

How  would  Betsy  DeVos 
becoming  our  Secretary  of 
Education  affect  us? 


Well,  states  and  local 
governments  seem  like  they 
would  hold  a  lot  more  power. 

Choices  for  students  educations 
would  be  encouraged,  which  I 
understand.  But,  does  that  mean 
that  funding  for  public  schools 
would  be  taken  away  from 
public  education  and  given  to 
private  schools  through  voucher 
programs? 

Would  this  mean  that  public 
education  would  not  become  a 
sufficient  enough  education,  and 
what  about  people  who  cannot 
afford  the  private  schools,  should 
they  be  punished? 

Perhaps  states  will  have 
different  educational  systems  so 
when  transferring  to  a  college  in 
a  different  state,  this  could  mean 
a  lack  of  knowledge  or  too  much 
knowledge  in  a  certain  subject. 

I  am  very  interested  to  see  if  she 
is  approved,  and  the  changes  that 
are  proposed  or  made  obvious  to 
people  across  the  nation. 


FINISH  YOUR  DECREE 

START  YOUR  CAREER 


TRANSFER  TO  SAINT  XAVIER  UNIVERSITY  FOR... 


•  An  easy  transfer  of  your  college  credits. 

•  Merit-based  and  Phi  Theta  Kappa  scholarship 
opportunities  of  up  to  $1 8,000  each  academic 
year  for  full-time  transfer  students. 

•  Reduced  tuition  rate  for  students  who  attend 
SXU  part-time. 

•  Personal  guidance  from  our  admission 
counselors  to  meet  your  educational  goals. 

Plus,  transfer  students  who  apply  for  admission 

online  will  get  their  application  fee  waived! 


express  Admission 
Apply  for  SXU  admission  on  the  spot 
Monday  through  Friday  and  Saturday 
mornings  at  our  Chicago  campus! 

Visit  our  campus! 

Check  out  our  SXU  College  Visit  calendar 
atwww.sxu.edu,  keyword:  Visit. 

For  more  information, 
visitwww.sxu.edu,  keyword:  Transfer. 


SaintXavier 


3700  W.  103RD  STREET  |  CHICAGO,  IL  60655 

844-GOTO-SXU 


NEWS 


Bellas 


from  page  1 


said,  his  interests  ranged  from 
“hard  science  to  aviation  to 
chorale.” 

Respected  Professor 

Bellas  was  greatly  respected  as 
a  professor  at  JJC.  His  colleagues 
and  students  alike  spoke  about 
him  with  the  utmost  respect  and 
admiration. 

“He  was  a  brilliant  guy,  great 
singer,  and  to  my  understanding  a 
very  good  musician  and  frankly, 
brilliant  in  his  field  and  he  will 
be  missed,”  said  Robert  Marcink, 
the  Union  President. 

Bellas  greatly  assisted  the 
Honors  Program  at  JJC.  He  spent 
many  hours  helping  students 
accomplish  their  goals,  and  was  a 
dedicated  and  supportive  teacher. 

“Every  semester  I  would 
have  students  come  through  my 
door...  and  they  always  came  in 
sort  of  knowing  that  Bob  Bellas 
was  the  person  they  needed,” 
A1  Golden  said,  the  head  of  the 
honor’s  program  at  JJC. 

“At  JJC,  he  was  one  of  our 
microbiology  gurus,”  Golden 
added. 

Other  professors  mentioned 
how  students  really  appreciated 
how  Bellas,  and  how  he  was  a 
dedicated  teacher. 

Roxanne  Munch,  former  dean 
of  arts  and  sciences,  talked  about 
his  love  for  teaching  and  how 
he  frequently  said  how  much  he 
adored  his  job. 

“He  really  cared  about  his 
students.  He  was  very  dedicated.” 
Munch  said 


“I  think  probably  the  students 
are  going  to  miss  him  a  lot  in 
class  because  many  that  I’ve 
talked  to  had  nothing  but  the  most 
respect  and  admiration  for  him 
as  a  teacher,  as  an  educator  and, 
many  times,  as  a  friend,”  said 
Larry  Crump,  Bellas’  officemate 
and  friend  of  10  years. 

Stephanie  Zwartz,  a  former 
student  of  Bellas’,  kept  in  contact 
with  him  even  after  graduating. 

“Not  only  was  he  a  treasured 
professor,  but  he  truly  cared 
about  my  well-being  outside  of 
campus,”  Zwartz  said.  “He  is 
truly  missed.” 

She  spoke  about  his  in-class 
attitude  and  how  he  genuinely 
cared  about  the  students  and  their 
success. 

“In  school,  a  couple  of  students 
were  complaining  how  they  didn’t 
like  biology,”  Zwartz  said.  “So, 
he  got  in  front  of  the  class  and 
gave  a  heartfelt  response  and  told 
the  class  that  he  truly  cares  about 
them  and  their  success.  It  was 
truly  one  of  the  most  inspiring 
speeches  I’ve  heard  a  professor 
give  to  their  class  in  order  to  push 
them  through  the  semester.” 

Musical  Ability 

“Great  guy,  wonderful 
musician,  very  solid  well-trained 
singer,  beautiful  bass  voice  and 
he  also  had  some  really  wonderful 
keyboard  skills,”  Philip  Spencer, 
professor  of  music,  said. 
“Occasionally  he  would  sit  down 
at  the  piano  and  just  play.” 

Music  was  a  major  part  of 


Bellas’  life,  and  it  brought  him 
much  joy. 

Spencer  mentioned  how 
Bellas  had  seemed  to  be  in  poor 
health  for  a  while  but  during  the 
final  concert  they  participated 
in  together,  Bellas  seemed  to  be 
filled  with  energy,  cracking  wry 
jokes  and  acting  more  lively. 

“He  looked  great  in  his  tux,” 
Spencer  said. 

Many  people  have  spoken 
about  the  beauty  of  his  voice. 

“On  one  occasion  he  sang  the 
national  anthem  at  graduation  and 
people  are  still  talking  about  the 
beauty  of  his  baritone  voice,”  said 
Crump. 

Professor  Lauren  Camey- 
Zelko  mentioned  how  she  will 
always  remember  his  “beautiful, 
beautiful  singing  voice.” 

Zwartz  explained  the  musical 
aspect  of  their  friendship  further 
when  she  spoke  of  her  wedding, 
which  Bellas  attended. 

“My  favorite  memory  of  Bob 
is  during  my  wedding:  I  played 
a  song  I  wrote  for  my  husband, 
looked  over  and  he  had  the 
biggest  smile.  After  I  played  he 
said  ‘You  really  have  an  amazing 
touch.’  It  was  such  a  compliment 
to  me,  because  he  was  such  an 
amazing  pianist.” 

“Literally,  the  last  time  I  saw 
him  was  at  our  JJC  Chorale 
Carols  and  Chocolate  concert  on 
December  the  1 1 ,”  Spencer  said. 
“That’s  a  meaningful  thing  for  me 
because  it  seems  fitting  that  we 
should  have  been  making  music 


together  at  a  place  that  we  both 
love,  JJC,  for  the  last  time  that  we 
spent  some  time  together.” 

Compassionate 

Munch  told  a  story  of  the  time 
she  and  a  secretary  were  having 
mice  troubles  around  their  office. 
She  said  that  occasionally  Bellas 
would  stop  by  the  office  to  visit, 
and  on  one  of  those  occasions 
the  mice  had  destroyed  some 
property. 

When  he  stopped  by,  she 
and  her  secretary  pointed  out  to 
Bellas  that  mice  had  been  eating 
Styrofoam  and  his  only  response 
was  “well  that  can’t  be  good  for 
them!” 

“It  was  kind  of  his 
compassionate  view  -he  was 
actually  worried  about  the  mouse 
more  than  he  was  about  the 
destruction  of  property,”  Munch 
said.  “That’s  one  of  my  favorite 
memories  of  Bob.” 

Bellas’  closest  friends  all  knew 
how  compassionate  and  caring  of 
a  man  he  was. 

“He  was  an  extremely 
generous  person,  probably  the 
most  generous  person  I’ve  ever 
met,”  Camey-Zelko  said.  “Very 
big  heart,  very  concerned  about 
others  and  how  they  were  doing.” 

She  also  shared  how  Bellas 
had  kept  in  touch  with  his  choir 
director  from  high  school  up  until 
his  death,  and  “made  sure  she  was 
always  thought  of,  and  that  she 
was  remembered.” 

Others  also  commented  on  how 
far  he  would  go  to  help  students 


Animal 
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cages.  Animal  rights  activists 
wanted  to  know  how  this  affected 
the  animal  on  a  mental  and 
physical  scale. 

Over  the  years,  orcas  in 
captivity  have  been  witnessed  to 
show  an  abundance  of  aggression 
towards  humans  and  other  orcas. 
These  are  acts  that  have  not  been 
exhibited  with  wild  orcas. 

When  asking  Monica  Marquez- 
Nelson,  a  biology  professor  at 
JJC,  if  she  thought  captivity 
affected  animals  negatively  she 
responded  with  “definitely.” 

“They’re  highly  intelligent  and 
they  are  not  getting  any  of  the 
things  that  they  need  in  captivity,” 
said  Marquez-Nelson. 

These  whales  need  more  than 
food  to  survive,  and  humans  are 
not  able  to  properly  provide  those 
things. 

“That’s  part  of  the  problem 
with  having  those  large  ranging 
animals,  especially  whales,  in 
captivity,”  Marquez-Nelson  said. 
“They  admit  high  frequency 
noises,  they  are  very  social, 
they  communicate  with  each 
other  and  different  populations 
are  supposed  to  have  [sort  of] 
different  languages.  They  need  a 
lot  of  space,  they  need  the  ocean’s 
worth  of  space.” 

Yet,  after  50  years,  SeaWorld 
doesn’t  really  have  many  choices. 
The  whales  in  those  pools  have 
been  there  for  most  of  their  lives. 

Many  of  the  orcas  are  not  in  the 
condition  to  survive  on  their  own 
in  the  wild. 


“Having  an  animal  in  captivity, 
1  can  tell  you,  you  don’t  want  to 
release  them  into  the  wild,”  said 
Dr.  Scott  Keller,  a  veterinarian 
and  professor  at  JJC.  “It’s  almost 
an  immediate  death  sentence.” 

However,  there  are  options. 
The  goal  is  not  to  throw  the  orcas 
to  the  wind  and  let  them  fend  for 
themselves. 

Marine  biologist  Ingrid  Visser 


presented  the  idea  of  building 
a  sea  sanctuary  with  medical 
care  and  other  stations  around 
an  existing  island,  according  to 
Newsweek. 

This  would  allow  captive 
whales  to  live  out  the  rest  of  their 
lives  in  a  natural  setting. 

Professor  Andrew  Neill, 
a  natural  sciences  professor, 
believes  that  this  idea  could  work. 

“I  would  just  have  to  trust 
the  researchers,  the  independent 
researchers,  they  would  know 
best,”  said  Neill.  “Not  the  ones 
employed  at  SeaWorld  who  have 
an  invested  interest  in  spinning 
the  story.” 

While  sea  sanctuaries  are  a 
good  idea  on  paper  to  many,  it 
would  take  a  lot  to  make  it  a 
reality. 

However,  Neill  added,  the  way 


people  view  captive  animals  and 
how  they  should  be  treated  is 
changing. 

With  the  public  cracking-down 
on  big  industries  and  demanding 
better,  SeaWorld  has  gotten  on 
board  with  that  line  of  thinking. 

Recently,  the  company 
announced  that  they  would 
be  ending  both  their  breeding 
program  and  orca  shows. 


They  offered  up  the  idea  of 
the  business  focusing  more  on 
education  than  entertainment. 

But,  is  that  enough? 

Look  at  the  Ringling  Bros. 
Circus,  who  has  just  announced 
the  closing  of  their  show. 

Ringling  Bros,  announced 
the  retiring  of  their  elephants 
back  in  2015.  The  company  was 
under  fire  for  the  mistreatment  of 
animals. 

That  was  not  enough  to  get 
people  off  their  backs  or  to  keep 
their  tents  standing. 

The  circus  was  still  using  other 
animals  in  its  shows,  which  meant 
that  there  were  still  animals  facing 
the  abuse  that  came  with  training. 

Jan  Creamer,  president  of 
Animal  Defenders  International, 
described  how  people  were 
shocked  on  the  day  to  day  violence 


of  these  circus  animals,  which  led 
to  declining  ticket  sales. 

So,  are  the  changes  that 
SeaWorld  have  implemented 
enough  to  get  critics  off  their 
backs? 

“I  love  that  they’re  moving 
towards  conservation  but  to  have 
the  actual  animals  there,  the 
whales,  it’s  just  so  problematic 
because  they  are  not  supposed 
to  be  in  that  tiny  enclosure,” 
Marquez-Nelson  said.  “For  those 
big  animals,  I  am  just  really 
against  them  being  in  captivity. 
It’s  not  ethical  to  keep  them,  it’s 
not.  Now  that  we  know  more.” 

With  the  death  of  their  bull 
orca,  Tilikum,  it  is  very  important 
for  SeaWorld  to  make  all  the  right 
moves. 

The  passing  of  Tilikum 
reopened  many  wounds  for 
those  who  already  opposed  the 


who  truly  needed  it. 

“He  was  willing  to  work  with 
students  to  help  them  accomplish 
their  goals  and  that’s  something 
that  you  don’t  always  see  in 
teaching,”  Golden  said.  “That 
a  faculty  member  will  taike  time 
out  to  really  help  a  particular 
student  to  learn  and  grow  toward 
a  particular  goal  that’s  important 
to  them” 

True  Cubs  Fan 
Bellas  was  a  die-hard  Cubs  fan. 
A  couple  professors  reminisced 
over  his  enthusiasm  and  devotion 
to  rooting  for  his  favorite  team. 

“[I  will  miss]  arguing  about 
the  Cubs;  he  was  a  big  Cubs  fan. 
I’m  glad  they  won  the  series  last 
year  because  that’s  what  he  had 
been  living  for  all  the  time  I  knew 
him,”  Crump  said.  “It  was  always 
‘wait  ‘til  next  year,’  and  he  got  his 
wish,  so  I’m  happy  about  that.” 

“He  was  also  a  great  Cubs  fan. 
And  the  conversations  we  had 
usually  centered  around  the  Cubs 
teams  of  the  late  60s  and  early  70s 
who,  while  great,  couldn’t  get  past 
my  Pittsburgh  Pirates,”  Marcink 
said.  “This  year,  obviously.  Bob 
got  the  last  laugh,  and  so  did  all 
the  other  Cubs  fans.” 

Bellas  will  be  missed.  Many 
had  very  fond  memories  of, 
respected  and  admired  him. 

“I  know  he  will  be  missed,” 
Crump  said.  “I  miss  him.  I  think 
his  students  miss  him.  There  are 
people  throughout  the  college 
that  will  miss  him,” 


company. 

When  grieving  the  whale, 
everyone  was  forced  to  remember 
his  life. 

Not  only  was  Tilikum  sick  for 
a  good  period,  most  of  his  time 
was  either  spent  with  a  younger 
male  orca  or  alone  according  to 
“Death  at  SeaWorld,”  a  book  that 
takes  an  investigative  look  at  his 
captivity. 

Treyvon  Spiva,  a  JJC  student, 
also  gave  his  opinion  on  the 
matter. 

“Tilikum  did  not  live  a  good 
life  and  he  deserved  better,  all  of 
those  whales  do.  Something  needs 
to  change  and  what  SeaWorld  is 
offering  is  not  enough.  What’s 
happening  with  these  animals, 
what  we’re  allowing,  there  are  no 
excuses  anymore.  We  have  to  do 
better.” 


Photo  courtesy  of  Seaworld's  offical  Instagram 


" When  you  look  into  their  eyes, 
you  know  somebody  is  home." 
-John  Hargrove 
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Michael  J.  Norwak,  project  manager,  works  at  his  desk  on  Jan.  30  Photo  by  Leonna  Poodle 


them,”  said  Armando  D’Onorio, 
the  Chief  Information  Security 
Officer  for  JJC’s  IT  Department. 

D’Onorio,  along  with  Colin 
Norwich,  who  serves  as  a  security 
engineer,  are  the  two  individuals 
that  are  responsible  for  much 
of  the  security  for  JJC’s  online 
infrastructure. 

As  Chief  Information 
Security  Officer,  D’Onorio 
takes  over  many  responsibilities, 
which  include  data  integrity, 
accessibility,  protecting  the  JJC 
infrastructure,  increasing  security 
awareness,  credit  card  processing, 
and  other  tasks  involving  student 
or  staff  data. 

D’Onorio  has  served  this  role 
for  more  than  10  years. 

Norwich  on  the  other  hand 
just  began  his  time  as  security 
engineer  last  December, 
previously  working  more  than 
four  years  as  a  desktop  analyst 
for  JJC’s  IT  Department.  He 
considered  the  transition  from  the 
“frontlines  to  the  backlines.” 

With  over  50  people  working 
in  the  IT  Department,  D’Onorio 
and  Norwich  have  a  number 
of  tasks  to  accomplish  with 
their  help,  as  well  discovering 
vulnerabilities  in  the  system  that 
may  be  present. 

“It’s  been  different  each  day, 
it  really  is  a  fun  thing  to  do,”  said 
Norwich. 

Security  Importance 

One  thing  that  D’Onorio 
highlighted  were  the  many 
possible  vulnerabilities  in  the 
network,  and  how  it  is  dealt  with. 

“Security  is  all  about 
teamwork,”  said  D’Onorio,  and 
he  believes  that  students  and 
faculty  should  be  just  as  involved 
with  their  security  efforts  as  the 
IT  Department. 

Many  of  the  threats  they  see 
include  email  phishing  scams. 
D’Onorio  said  that  these  scams 
are  a  combination  of  e-mail  and 
social  engineering,  as  those  who 
open  them  may  put  potential  risk 
to  their  devices,  data,  or  any  other 
information. 

With  different  types  of 
hacking,  scamming  and  other 
types  of  cyber-attacks,  many 
of  these  issues  can  prove  to  be 
a  major  threat  if  the  software 
and  security  measures  are  not 
properly  updated,  according  to 


Help  desk  analyst,  Ernie  Rohrbach,  helps  people  with  any  IT  problems  they  may  have. 
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Norwich. 

These  threats  are  usually 
assessed  based  on  their  severity, 
as  well  as  seeing  what  a  hacker 
may  be  attempting  to  gain  from 
entering  the  system,  according  to 
D’Onorio. 

Aside  from  all  the  work 
done  in  updating  and  checking 
for  vulnerabilities,  D’Onorio 
also  stressed  how  many  of 
these  dangers  can  be  avoided 
by  students  and  staff,  whether 
logging  on  the  web  at  school  or 
at  home. 

Automatic  password  fill-ins 
have  made  it  easier  to  login  to 
e-mails  or  other  programs,  but 
Norwich  also  sees  it  as  a  way  for 
hackers  to  easily  take  advantage 
as  a  “backdoor  to  let  attackers 
through.” 

D’Onorio  emphasized  the 
importance  of  changing  your 
password  for  your  logins  as  much 
as  possible,  as  well  as  keeping 
personal  computer  or  laptops 
updated  on  the  latest  software 
updates  for  security  purposes. 

Virus-wise,  D’Onorio  detailed 
that  they  see  about  25  to  30 
viruses  appear  as  e-mail  scams  on 
a  monthly  basis. 

Links  to  certain  websites  may 
also  pose  as  a  risk,  “You  need  to 
be  careful  in  what  you  are  clicking 
on,”  said  D'Onorio,  “because 
that  can  lead  to  infections  in  the 
machines  or  malware  into  the 
system.” 


Hacking 

A  student,  who  chose  to  be 
anonymous  due  to  a  previous 
criminal  history,  describes  their 
interest  in  hacking,  and  how 
simple  it  can  be. 

The  student  has  researched 
and  taken  an  interest  in  hacking 
for  more  than  six  years.  “If  you 
can  watch  a  couple  videos,  you 
could  probably  do  it.” 

The  source  also  highlighted 
how  the  combination  of 
manipulation  and  social 
engineering  makes  most  kind 
of  hacking  easy,  as  “humans  are 
usually  the  weakest  link  when  it 
comes  to  security.” 

Some  vulnerabilities  to 
computers  can  also  be  exploited, 
according  to  the  anonymous 
source,  who  said  certain 
computers  can  be  hacked  into  by 
just  being  in  the  same  network. 

“Even  if  they  have  anti¬ 
virus,  there’s  ways  to  encode 
the  payloads,  so  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  you  have  that, 
you’re  probably  gonna  still 
be  able  to  bypass  that  and  get 
through.” 

On  the  subject  of  hacking, 
D’Onorio  and  Norwich  have  yet 
to  deal  with  major  cyber  attacks. 

“Knock  on  wood,”  said 
D’Onorio  as  he  laughed. 

When  dealing  with  hackers, 
D’Onorio  said  that  there  are 
“different  layers  of  hacking”  and 


they  determine  that  based  on  the 
severity,  and  what  they  are  trying 
to  accomplish  with  the  hack. 

Limiting  student  information 
is  also  crucial,  as  D’Onorio  added 
that  important  information  like 
social  security  numbers  could  be 
targeted  by  hackers  that  may  find 
them  valuable  information  to  sell 
online. 

To  counter  these  possible 
threats,  tests  and  assessment  are 
run  on  an  almost  monthly  basis, 
where  an  outside  party  will 
attempt  to  test  the  systems  in 
order  to  detect  any  vulnerabilities. 

“It  is  an  ongoing  thing,”  said 
D’Onorio.  “Each  year  we’ll  do 
another  assessment,  get  new 
vulnerabilities.” 

Although  D’Onorio  sees 
outside  hackers  as  the  least 
dominant  threats  on  a  day  to  day 
basis,  “it  is  a  matter  of  if,  not 
what.” 

Looking  into  the  future 

For  the  year  of  2017,  The 
Blazer  made  a  survey  of  100 
students  to  detail  two  questions 
involving  online  security. 

Of  the  100  students,  89  of 


them  said  no  when  asked  if  in 
the  past  two  years  they  had  been 
hacked,  had  information  stolen, 
or  had  been  infected  with  a  virus 
via  any  electronic  devices. 

D’Onorio  said  that  this  shows 
that  there  is  an  increase  in  this 
kind  of  security  awareness,  but 
does  believe  that  there  is  still 
more  work  to  be  done. 

From  the  same  survey,  88 
people  voted  yes  when  asked  if 
they  feel  secure  when  logging 
into  the  Wi-Fi  network  here  at 
JJC. 

With  many  goals  in  mind  this 
year,  D’Onorio  hopes  to  make  JJC 
more  mobile-friendly,  as  more 
and  more  students  utilize  the  web 
through  their  cell  phones.  This 
can  pose  a  problem  as  increasing 
the  amount  of  devices  in  the 
system  “increases  the  risks.” 

Promoting  security  was  also 
on  D’Onorio’s  list  of  goals  and 
sees  everyone  as  part  of  the 
security  system,  students  and 
faculty. 

As  important  as  cyber 
security  is  at  JJC,  D’Onorio 
sees  it  as  just  as  important 
everywhere  else  as  it  has  now 
“become  a  society  issue.” 


In-State  Warrant 

James  R.  Fields  of 
Bolingbrook,  Ill.  was  charged  by 
JJC  City  Center  due  to  having  an 
active  FTA  warrant. 

According  to  police  reports. 
Fields  was  found  loitering  at  the 
JJC  City  Center  building  on  Jan. 
3. 

JJC  Police  Chief  Pete 
Comanda  detailed  that  he  was 
hanging  alongside  the  building  to 
avoid  the  rain,  as  Fields  had  told 


police  he  was  homeless. 

When  he  was  spotted  via 
security  cameras.  Fields  was 
identified  in  having  an  FTA 
warrant  for  a  previous  charge  on 
assault,  according  to  Comanda. 

When  charged,  police  reports 
read  that  he  was  unarmed  and 
found  with  no  illegal  items. 

Due  to  loitering,  JJC  police 
also  issued  a  Notice  of  Trespass 
from  all  JJC  properties  to  Fields 
as  well. 
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That  way  is  to  sign  up  for  NSC1 
296  during  the  summer,  and 
participate  in  the  wide  variety  of 
research  available  thanks  to  a  few 
key  natural  science  department 
faculty. 

JJC  professors  involved  in 
teaching  this  six  week,  three  credit 
hour,  and  research-driven  class 
are  committed  toward  providing 
students  with  the  support  and 
information  they  need  to  carry 
out  real  world  research. 

One  of  the  areas  of  research 
include  biochemistry  with  the 
biology  department  president 
and  professor,  Patrick  Mills. 
Professor  Brad  Czemiak  will 
also  be  teaching  in  this  area  of 
research. 

Other  areas  of  research  include 
stream  ecology  with  Professor 
John  Griffis,  DNA  (specifically 
DNA  sequencing  from  bacteria) 
with  Professor  Cathy  Dobbs,  and 
physics  (particularly  dealing  with 
acoustics  of  musical  instruments) 
with  Professor  Andrew  Morrison. 

Each  of  these  programs  is 
unique  and  has  grown  over  time 
since  Mills  started  the  NSCI  296 
opportunity  just  a  few  years  ago. 

For  example,  Griffis’  research 
with  students  has  provided  some 
grounded  research  in  the  field 
of  stream  ecology.  In  his  class, 
students  learned  how  to  gather 
data  in  the  field,  then  go  back  to 
the  lab  to  analyze  and  organize 
their  findings. 


Griffis  has  been  wading 
in  rivers  for  years  to  conduct 
research.  “I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Illinois  River  Watch's 
citizen  scientist  program  since 
1998”,  said  Griffis. 

Under  his  experienced 
guidance,  students  wade  out  into 
rivers  and  collect  samples  of 
macroinvertebrates  in  order  to 
derive  the  quality  of  water  in  the 
stream  or  river. 

Such  research  has  been 
carried  out  in  Lily  Cache  creek 
ten  minutes  north  of  campus 
in  the  years  past,  and  some  of 
the  student  findings  have  even 
been  submitted  for  publication 
in  works  like  the  Illinois  River 
Watcher  publication. 

This  is  a  big  deal  to  any  student 
who  understands  the  importance 
of  undergraduate  experiences,  as 
it  relates  to  getting  into  a  career 
later  on. 

Griffis  said  that  the 
undergraduate  work,  especially 
a  publication,  can  “open  up 
doors  later  on  for  graduate 
school”  whose  applications  are 
notorious  for  being  scrupulous 
and  very  much  concerned  with 
the  student’s  level  of  research 
experience. 

And  if  a  student  does  not  have 
a  direction  in  what  to  do  with 
their  life,  let  alone  far-sighted 
plans  for  graduate  school,  this 
research  class  can  help  with  that 
as  well,  according  to  Griffis. 


Maker 


from  page  1 


Professors  for  NSCI  296  from  left  to  rigtit:Brad  Czerniak,  Anne  Kaneko, 
Leesandra  Contreras,  Amanda  Garrison,  and  Patrick  Mills. 


Griffis  admitted  that  “most 
students  do  not  necessarily  start 
out  doing  the  research  for  their 
interest  in  the  subject.” 

However,  Griffis  later  added 
that  it  would  also  help  students 
“develop  a  way  to  direct  their 
focus  and  interests  later,  by 
developing  key  research  skills 
needed  to  do  great  science.” 

A  huge  benefit  and  satisfying 
component  of  this  class  is  the 
real  world  application.  “Students 
are  not  only  able  to  develop  their 
skills”  said  Griffis,  “but  they 
can  then  turn  in  their  work  to  a 
publication  and  compare  it  to 
other  real  world  research.” 

One  such  instance  of  real 
world  impact  that  this  class’ 
research  provided  comes  from 
JJC  student,  Heidi  Zambrano, 
who  participated  in  Griffis’ 


stream  ecology  research.  She  was 
the  first  student  in  the  program  to 
present  her  findings  at  a  national 
conference. 

Success  like  Heidi’s  does  not 
come  without  a  good  amount  of 
hard  work.  Mills,  who  will  be 
sharing  his  research  guidance 
work  with  biology  professor 
Czemiak  this  summer,  said  that 
a  student  applying  for  this  class 
should  be  a  serious  candidate,  and 
should  have  a  passion  for  science 
and  the  truth. 

Although  competition  has  not 
been  an  issue  in  past  years,  the 
program  can  only  support  four 
students  per  area  of  study,  and 
may  turn  down  candidates  who 
show  less  passion  than  their  peers. 

Some  of  the  basic  prerequisites 
for  the  class  include  a  minimum 
grade  of  C  in  biology  151, 


Photo  by  Sean  O'Dell 

chemistry  101,  or  physics  101, 
as  well  as  a  minimum  math 
requirement  of  a  C  in  math  098 
or  higher. 

Any  student  interested  in  this 
summer  class  should  contact  any 
of  the  listed  professors  involved 
in  the  program  by  email,  or 
stopping  by  the  natural  sciences 
department  during  their  office 
hours. 

The  class  is  the  standard  cost 
of  a  three  credit  class,  and  is 
transferable  to  most  universities 
as  a  natural  science  elective. 

More  importantly,  however, 
the  class  can  serve  as  a  student's 
first  internship,  as  it  will  provide 
most  of  the  benefits  and  valuable 
experiences  that  an  internship 
would,  better  preparing  their 
resume  and  state  of  mind  for  the 
STEM  work  force. 


There  are  numerous  ways  the 
Maker  Lab  can  help  students. 
For  instance,  the  lab  can  help 
architecture  students  by  using 
laser  cutters  to  create  blueprints, 
which  can  be  used  to  make  3-D 
models  of  buildings  based  on 
these  blue  prints. 

Other  objects  that  can  be  made 
by  students  include  toy  designs, 
statues,  logos,  and  business  cards. 

The  Maker  Lab  has  different 
times  and  availabilities 
throughout  each  week.  Mondays 
are  from  4:30  PM  to  8:30  PM, 
while  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  are 
from  8:00  AM  to  4:00  PM.  The 
lab  is  also  open  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  through  appointment 
by  Steve  Mark. 

Mark  started  off  as  student 
worker  at  JJC,  beginning  his 
education  in  2011.  He  currently 
has  an  Associates  degree  in 
architecture  studies. 

Mark’s  favorite  part  of  working 
at  the  lab  is  “teaching  lifelong 
learning  classes.”  In  addition, 
Mark  also  enjoys  teaching  about 
the  cutting-edge  technology  used 
in  the  lab. 

For  students  wanting  to  utilize 
the  machines,  the  Maker  Lab  has 
affordable  pay  options. 

Students,  faculty  and  staff  will 
only  be  required  to  pay  $10  a 
semester.  Community  members 
pay  $20  monthly,  or  $50  for  the 
entire  semester. 

One  project  made  in  the  lab  was 
a  chessboard  set  that  included  the 
pieces,  which  were  created  by  a 
combination  of  laser  cutters  and  a 
3-D  printer. 


Mark  also  mentioned  how  a 
student  made  a  model  car  a  few 
years  ago.  The  car  was  actually 
powered  by  rubber  bands.  The 
rubber  bands  were  positioned  in 
the  internal  body  of  the  car  that 
allowed  it  to  move. 

According  to  Mark,  the  Maker 
Lab  and  the  Vet  Tech  department 
worked  together  to  create  a 
prosthetic  arm  for  a  disabled  dog 
named  Wolf.  The  story  was  then 
picked  up  and  covered  by  WGN. 

One  of  the  latest  advancements 
included  in  the  Maker  Lab  is  the 
3-D  printer. 

Several  steps  of  using  the 
printer  starts  with  getting  the 
materials.  Second,  one  must  also 
have  abs  plastic  and  a  soluble 
support. 

Next,  the  machine  pulls 
filaments  up  to  an  extruder, 
which  heats  up  to  500  degrees. 
The  printer  then  deposits  layer 
by  layer  of  the  material  used, 
creating  over  1 ,000  layers  as  they 
continue  to  stack  to  make  the 
final  product 


Two  major  benefactors  for  the  lab  include  CAAD  department.  For  more  information  about 
Maker  Lab  are  JJC  and  Best  Buy.  engineering  department,  and  the  Maker  Lab,  contact  their 
Departments  at  JJC  that  fond  the  architecture  department.  extension  at  815-280-6679. 


Steve  Mark  manages  the  Maker  Lab  and  helps  students  create  projects  with  the  3D  printer.  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


The  lab  has  many  machine  students  and  is  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 
available  to  the  comunity. 


A  machine  makes  a  3D  model  of  a  design.  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 
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BY  JOE  GRABOWSKI 

Sports  Editor 

The  period  of  time  from 
November  to  February,  which  is 
typically  referred  to  as  awards 
season,  is  a  time  when  films  are 
recognized  for  their  excellence. 
This  culminates  with  the 
Academy  Awards. 

During  this  time,  most  studios 
who  plan  on  contending  for  an 
Oscar  release  their  films.  The 
award  show  takes  place  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  26. 

On  that  night,  one  film  in 
particular  will  receive  the  Oscar 
award  for  Best  Picture. 

There  are  nine  movies  locked- 
in  for  nominations. 

From  the  musical  sensation 
“La  La  Land”  to  the  sci-fi  drama 
“Arrival”  the  lineup  is  very 
diverse. 

Here  are  a  all  the  candidates  for 
Best  Picture: 

Moonlight 

“Moonlight”  took  home  this 
year’s  Golden  Globe  for  best 
picture.  The  film  follows  the 
life  of  Chiron  (Mahershala  Ali), 
an  introverted  child,  whose 
problems  seem  to  stack  up  as 
he  gets  older.  School  bullies, 
being  fatherless  and  having  a 
drug  addicted  mother  are  only 
some  of  his  external  conflicts. 
Internally,  Chiron  is  lonely,  afraid 
and  confused  about  who  he  is  and 
questioning  his  own  sexuality. 
The  film  breaks  down  into  three 
acts  of  Chiron’s  life.  The  first 
being  him  as  a  child,  the  second 
as  a  teenager  and  lastly  an  adult. 

Manchester  by 
the  Sea 

The  drama  “Manchester  by  the 
Sea”  has  received  a  lot  of  praise. 


The  film,  starring  Casey  Affleck, 
follows  a  man  whose  brother  dies 
and  unexpectedly  he  is  named  the 
guardian  of  his  deceased  brother’s 
son.  Lee  Chandler  (Affleck)  lives 
a  quiet  life,  but  has  demons  in 
his  past  that  he  has  since  moved 
away  from.  In  order  to  take 
guardianship  of  his  16-year-old 
nephew,  Patrick  (Lucas  Hedges), 
he  has  to  move  back  to  a  place  that 
still  haunts  him.  Affleck  already 
won  the  drama  category  of  Best 
Actor  in  the  Golden  Globes,  as 
well  as  Best  Actor  for  the  AACTA 
International  Awards. 

Hell  or  High 
Water 

In  the  western  set  heist-crime 
film  “Hell  or  High  Water”  two 
brothers  attempt  a  series  of 
robberies  in  order  to  save  their 
family  ranch.  Tanner  Howard 
(Ben  Foster),  a  volatile  ex-con, 
and  his  brother  Toby  (Chris  Pine), 
divorced  with  two  sons,  have  no 
limit  to  what  they’ll  do  in  order 
to  save  their  family,  all  while 
avoiding  two  sheriffs  played  by 
Jeff  Bridges  and  Gil  Birmingham. 
Detroit  Film  Critics  Society 
gave  the  Best  Supporting  Actor 
award  to  Bridges  for  the  film 
while  the  Houston  Film  Critics 
Society  gave  the  movie  the  Best 
Screenplay  award. 


La  La  Land 

As  the  first  musical  nominated 
since  20 1 3,  “La  La  Land”  follows 
the  story  of  a  couple  struggling 
to  make  it  in  the  big  city  of 
Los  Angeles.  Ryan  Gosling 
and  Emma  Stone  star  as  artists 
who  struggle  in  pursuit  of  their 
careers.  Gosling,  a  musician, 
and  Stone,  an  actress,  try  to  keep 


their  relationship  together  while 
chasing  their  dreams.  La  La  Land 
received  14  nominations  at  the 
89th  Academy  Awards,  tying 
records  for  most  nominations  by 
a  single  film  with  the  likes  of 
Titanic  (1997). 

Fences 

Denzel  Washington  stars 
and  directs  the  1950’s  drama 
“Fences”.  Set  in  Pittsburgh,  a 
blue-collar  man  with  a  violent 
past  tries  to  raise  his  son  the  way 
he  believes  is  right.  Viola  Davis 
portrays  his  wife,  who  watches 
as  the  relationship  between  her 
husband  and  son  deteriorates. 
Davis  just  recently  won  the  Best 
Supporting  Actress  award  for  her 
performance  in  the  film  at  the 
Golden  Globes. 


Arrival 

The  science  fiction  film 
“Arrival”  has  snuck  its  way 
into  Oscar  consideration.  When 
spaceships  touch  down  around 
the  world,  it’s  up  to  linguist 
Louise  Banks  (Amy  Adams)  and 
her  crew  to  try  and  communicate 
with  these  extraterrestrial  beings. 
As  the  team  investigates  and 
attempts  contact  with  these 
extraterrestrials,  the  world  is  on 
the  brink  of  global  war.  Winning 
Best  Adapted  Screenplay  and 
Best  Sci-Fi/  Horror  Movie  at 
the  Critics’  Choice  Awards  in 
December,  the  film  will  likely 
raise  eyebrows  for  any  wins  just 
by  its  unconventional  genre. 

Lion 

The  film  “Lion”  follows 
5-year-old  Saroo  who  gets  lost 
on  a  train  and  ends  up  thousands 
of  miles  away  from  home.  The 


story  moves  through  different 
points  of  his  life,  and  is  filled 
with  dramatic  adventure.  After  25 
years,  an  adult  Saroo  (Dev  Patel) 
sets  out  to  return  to  the  home  he 
was  separated  from.  With  already 
six  nominations  in  the  upcoming 
Academy  Awards,  Lion  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  notable  ghost 
nominations,  with  the  least 
amount  of  nominations  out  of  the 
other  eight  candidates. 

Hacksaw 

Ridge 

“Hacksaw  Ridge”,  a  drama  set 
in  World  War  II  about  a  soldier 
who  saved  75  men  without 
firing  a  single  bullet.  Andrew 
Garfield  stars  as  the  Desmond 
Doss,  the  soldier  who  refused 
to  carry  a  weapon  into  battle. 
Garfield  received  his  first  Oscar 
nomination  for  best  actor  for  his 
portrayal  of  the  World  War  II 
veteran. 


Hidden  Figures 

“Hidden  Figures”  tells  the  true 
story  of  NASA  icons,  Katherine 
G.  Johnson,  Dorothy  Vaughan 
and  Mary  Jackson,  who  served 
as  key  members  involved  in  the 
successful  launch  of  astronaut 
John  Glenn  into  orbit  in  1962. 
Octavia  Spencer  picked  up  a  best 
supporting  actress  nomination  for 
her  portrayal  of  Vaughan. 

The  89th  Academy  Awards 
starts  at  7  p.m.  and  will  be 
broadcasted  on  ABC.  The  event  is 
being  hosted  by  Jimmy  Kimmel, 
and  will  be  held  at  the  Dolby 
Theater  in  Hollywood,  Calif. 


Nominees  for  Actor  in  a 

Leading  Role 
Casey  Affleck- 
JAanchester  by  the  Sea 
Andrew  Garfield - 
Hacksaw  Ridge 
Ryan  Gosling- 
La  La  Land 
Vigo  Mortensen- 
Captain  Fantastic 
Denzel  Washington- 
Fences 

Nominees  for  Actress  in  a 

Leading  Role 
Isabelle  Huppert- 
Elle 

Ruth  Negga- 
Loving 

Natalie  Portman- 
Jackie 

Emma  Stone- 
La  La  Land 
Meryl  Streep- 
Florence  Foster 
Jenkins 

Nominees  for  Directing 

Denis  Villereuve- 
Arrival 
Mel  Gibson- 
Hacksaw  Ridge 
Damien  Chazelle- 
La  La  Land 
Kenneth  Lonergan- 
Manchester  by  the  Sea 
Berry  Jenkins- 
Moon  light 
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To  RSVP  for  the  open  house  go  to 
www.elmhurst.edu/openhouse 


Elmhurst  is  coming 
to  Joliet  Junior  College! 

Wednesday,  April  12 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

D  Concourse,  near  the  office  of 
Student  Activities 
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YOU  BELONG  HERE 

Elmhurst  College  welcomes  more  than  300  transfer  students  every  year.  We 
know  what  transfer  students  want  and  need— and  we’re  committed  to  your 
success.  We’ll  help  you  identify  your  goals,  discover  your  world  and  reach 
your  potential. 

A  TOP  10  COLLEGE 

Elmhurst  is  one  of  the  top  10  colleges  in  the  Midwest,  according  to  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report.  We’re  a  great  value,  too.  Money  and  Forbes  magazines  rank 
Elmhurst  among  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all  transfer  students 
receive  scholarship  support. 

AN  EASY  COMMUTE 

Our  campus  is  close  to  several  major  highways,  and  a  few  blocks  away 
from  the  Elmhurst  Metra  station. 

A  SMOOTH  TRANSITION 

We’ll  offer  you  credit  for  work  you’ve  already  done.  We  can  even  evaluate 
your  credits  before  you  apply. 

FAST-TRACK  OPTIONS 

Finish  your  degree  on  the  fast  track!  Degree-completion  programs  in 
business  administration,  information  technology  and  psychology  help 
you  reach  your  goals  in  less  time. 

LEARN  MORE 

Get  started  on  your  future  by  contacting  us  today! 


Elmhurst 

College 


Office  of  Admission 
190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 


(630)  617-3400 

admit@elmhurst.edu 

www.elmhurst.edu/transfer 
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'Patriots  Day'  panders  shamelessly  to  Americans 


BY  JAREK  MARTINEZ 

Co-Editor 

Peter  Berg’s  “Patriots  Day” 
is  shameless  Hollywood 
dramatization  mixed  with  Michael 
Bay  inspired  pacing  hacked  out  to 
tell  tragic  events  that  feels  almost 
insanely  laughable. 

Before  making  it  clear  that  this 
movie  is  not  worth  anyone’s  time, 
it  should  be  known  that  Mark 
Wahlberg’s  lead  role  in  the  film 
is  a  composite  character,  and  is 
not  a  real  person  during  the  real 
events  of  the  Boston  Marathon 
Bombing. 

This  problem  is  the  core 
of  what  makes  this  film  feel 
disingenuous,  and  it  forces  the 
audience  to  display  every  emotion 
they  throw  at  the  screen  by  having 
Wahlberg  put  zero  effort  in  any  of 
his  scenes. 

Obviously,  some  liberties 
can  be  taken  in  adaptations  in 
order  to  tell  a  story,  but  much  of 
the  execution  done  here  is  a  bit 
questionable. 

Why  set  up  the  time  before  the 
bombing  with  this  unnecessary 
tension  and  zero  character 
development,  only  to  focus  the 
main  pacing  and  attention  to 
Wahlberg? 

Of  course,  composite 
characters  are  not  horrible.  If  used 
correctly,  they  allow  the  audience 
to  follow  the  line  of  events  and  be 
introduced  to  aspects  of  the  story 
through  these  characters. 

Every  scene  with  Wahlberg  led 


to  nothing.  He’s  a  cop;  he  does 
cop  things.  He  gets  involved  with 
the  real  events,  but  not  to  where 
he  becomes  completely  part  of 
them. 

Much  of  it  is  unfortunate 
considering  Wahlberg’s 

collaborations  with  Berg  in  recent 
films  like  “Deepwater  Horizon” 
and  “Lone  Survivor.” 


Mark  Wahlberg  in  Patriots  Day. 

Subtlety  in  Wahlberg’s 
performance  was  lacking,  and 
much  of  his  heroism  came  from 
the  result  of  the  real  people  doing 
their  actual  jobs,  meanwhile 
much  of  the  screen  time  was 
dedicated  in  dealing  with  our 
main  protagonist’s  bum  leg  and 
alcoholism. 

As  much  as  the  blame  came 


from  the  delivery,  Berg  also 
deserves  much  of  the  shame. 
Seeing  a  camera  shake  around 
in  every  scene  was  ridiculous.  It 
did  nothing  to  signify  the  terror 
the  audience  was  supposed  to  feel 
before  and  after  the  bombing. 

Much  of  the  editing  was 
cheating,  as  some  of  the  actual 
footage  from  the  bombing  was 


meant  to  blend  with  fake  footage. 
Flip-flopping  from  each  point 
made  it  no  different  from  a  direct 
to  TV  crime-drama. 

It  was  chilling  how  well  they 
were  able  to  create  a  strange 
hybrid  of  action  gunfights  with 
the  real  confrontation  between 
police  and  Boston  Marathon 
bombers,  brothers  Dzhokhar  and 
Tamerlan  Tsamaev. 


Speaking  of  the  main 
antagonists,  actors  Alex  Wolff 
and  Themo  Melikidze  will 
probably  not  get  enough  credit 
for  portraying  the  brothers. 

Their  scenes  demonstrated  real 
fear  of  an  enemy  that  has  often 
been  stereotyped  or  demonized 
in  films  like  “American  Sniper.” 
As  distasteful  as  it  may  be  for 


some,  the  movie  provided  a 
respectable  perspective  of  their 
actions,  as  well  as  their  chemistry 
as  brothers. 

John  Goodman,  Kevin  Bacon 
and  J.K.  Simmons  played 
serviceable  performances  as 
some  of  the  investigators  and 
main  players  responsible  for 
finding  the  brothers. 

When  much  of  the  search 


for  the  brothers  was  done, 
Wahlberg’s  character  is  left  out 
to  dry,  which  is  when  the  film 
actually  gets  many  of  these  better 
performances  and  Berg’s  style  of 
filmmaking  comes  to  light 

Of  course,  as  the  film  gets 
better,  the  conclusion  becomes 
a  bit  too  preachy.  It  is  as  if  the 
movie  paused  to  let  everyone 
know  how  strong  and  brave 
America  is,  yet  in  earlier  scenes 
we  learn  about  how  one  of  the 
brothers  was  red  flagged  by  the 
FBI  prior  to  the  attack. 

I  brought  Bay  up  as  well 
because  this  film  is  somehow  just 
as  pandering  and  ridiculous  as 
“13  Hours:  The  Secret  Soldiers  of 
Benghazi.” 

During  an  intense  shootout, 
a  Boston  stereotype  throws  a 
baseball  bat  to  a  cop  and  tells  him 
to  “give  them  hell  that’s  a  real 
scene. 

It  wants  to  be  heartfelt,  it 
rushes  to  get  to  the  bombing,  only 
to  slow  down  for  the  investigation 
and  the  capture  of  the  brothers, 
and  just  when  it  might  be  over, 
we  get  a  1 5-minute  documentary 
with  the  actual  victims  of  the 
bombings. 

Why  give  them  a  piece  of  the 
film  after  two  hours  of  forced 
patriotism  and  terrible  use  of 
source  material? 

Maybe  the  film’s 
mistakes  and  terrible  decisions 
will  make  the  audience  actually 
want  to  look  up  the  real  events 
and  watch  an  actual  documentary 


Photo  courtesy  of  Patriots  Dayoffcial  twitter 


Ed  Sheeran  back  with  a  new  album 


BY  BECKY  FLETCHER 

Staff  Writer 

After  being  on  hiatus  for  a 
year,  popular  artist  Ed  Sheeran 
has  dropped  two  singles  from  his 
upcoming  album,  “Divide.” 

According  to  his  Instagram, 
his  new  album’s  track  list  will 
feature  about  1 1  songs. 

The  two  songs  that  preview 
this  new  album  are  “Castle  on  the 
Hill”  and  “Shape  of  You.” 

Each  song  gives  Sheeran  an 
edge  that  other  artists  appear 
to  lack.  He  writes  for  the  world 
through  personal  experience, 


making  him  a  genuine  artist. 

“Castle  on  the  Hill”  is  a 
passionate  piece  about  going 
back  to  one’s  hometown  roots. 

A  booming  drum  keeps  tempo 
as  Sheeran  beautifully  sets  up 
harmonic  background  vocals, 
only  to  roll  into  a  chorus  that 
explodes  with  longing. 

The  sentimental  beauty  of  this 
single  helps  to  bring  listeners 
to  the  understanding  that  life 
happens  and  it’s  great  to  look 
back  on  the  past  to  remember  the 
good  old  days. 

“Shape  of  You”  is  a  marimba 
filled  piece  that  radiates  a  salsa¬ 


like  style  of  music. 

Marimba  is  a  very  repetitious 
rhythm  and  the  only  diversity, 
musically,  is  Sheeran’s  use  of 
background  vocals,  which  helps 
to  maintain  that  salsa  style. 

Lyrically,  “Shape  of  You”  is  a 
vivid  story  of  a  fast  romance,  and 
it’s  animated  storytelling  like  this 
that  makes  Sheeran  songs  more 
distinguished  from  other  popular 
songs,  and  in  this  case,  making 
this  single  in  particular  that  much 
more  memorable. 

Sheeran’s  new  album  is  set  to 
be  released  on  March  3. 


Photo  courtesy  of  officalcharts.com 


10  Entertainment 


Photo  courtesy  of  20th  Century  Fox 

'Hidden  Figures'  sky 
rocketed  into  theatres 


Book  review: 
'Love  &  Gelato' 


by  jarjek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

“Hidden  Figures”  tells 
the  story  of  three  African- 
American  women  involved  in 
“NASA  during  the  space  race 
of  the  I960’ s  in  Virginia. 

A  biographical  drama, 
much  of  the  film’s  pacing  and 
story  is  similar 
to  the  film  “The 
Help.”  Each  of  the 
three  characters 
introduced  is 
given  their  own 
plotline  to  follow. 

If  the  time 
period  and  setting 
gave  no  indication, 
the  film  is  a  period 
piece  that  is 
incredibly  detailed 
and  immersed 
in  African- 
American  culture 
and  lifestyle, 
especially  in  terms 
of  the  racism  and 
mentality  of  the 
time. 

Of  course,  the 
struggle  was  not  as 
visually  brutal  as 
films  like  “Selma,”  but  much 
of  the  writing  and  delivery 
of  ignorance  and  segregation 
present  at  the  time  was  just  as 
effective. 

However,  there  were  strange 
times  where  showing  more 
was  better  than  dodging  away 
from  it.  There  is  a  scene  where 
one  of  the  characters  walks 
their  children  to  a  worker’s 
protest.  As  attack  dogs  are 
held  by  officers,  the  camera 
just  cuts  away  from  the  scene. 

Although  it  did  not  ruin 
the  experience,  it  felt  like 


they  were  only  scratching  the 
surface  in  favor  of  creating 
a  movie  of  inspiration  and 
success,  but  that’s  definitely 
not  a  complaint. 

With  a  booming  soundtrack 
from  Hans  Zimmer  and 
PharreU  Williams,  the  music 
mixes  powerful  jazzy  beats 
with  roaring  vocals  that 
accentuate  every  moment  that 


Photos  courtesy  of  clipartpanda 

was  necessary. 

The  entire  cast  puts  forth 
a  strong  effort  in  their 
characters.  Taraji  P.  Henson 
played  the  renowned  NASA 
mathematician  Katherina 
Johnson  with  expression  as 
well  as  dialogue. 

Henson  definitely  pressed 
herself  into  making  a 
likeable  and  understandable 
protagonist.  As  intelligent 
and  inspiring  as  Johnson  is, 
seeing  the  human  side  of 
a  mathematician  was  just 


as  important  as  getting  her 
equations  on  a  chalkboard. 

Octavia  Spencer  and  Janelle 
Monae  also  served  incredibly 
crucial  characters  to  the  plot, 
peppering  in  humor  and 
pouring  much  of  their  soul  to 
their  own  real-life  characters. 

Kevin  Costner  as  A1 
Harrison,  who  served  as  the 
manager  of  the  NASA  space 
task  force,  fits 
in  his  “mentor” 
character  very 
well. 

Surprising 
performances 
came  from  actors 
Jim  Parson  and 
Kirsten  Dunst. 
Although  they  did 
not  play  real-life 
characters,  they 
served  as  clear 
racial  attitudes  of 
the  times. 

They  were 
subtle  and  mostly 
silent  when 
interacting  with 
the  main  cast,  but 
did  so  to  create  the 
idea  of  ignorance, 
and  served  as  the 
hurdle  that  would 
attempt  to  silence  the  women 
who  were  trying  to  do  their 
jobs. 

However,  they  are  vague 
because  they  had  the  smallest 
amount  of  screen  time,  and  it 
was  likely  to  set  up  the  themes 
of  endearment  for  the  main 
characters. 

All-together,  “Hidden 

Figures”  gives  a  great  story 
and  provides  necessary 
recognition  to  the  African- 
American  women  that  were 
largely  involved  in  NASA’s 
space  program. 


by  leonna  topple 

Photo  Editor 


“Love  &  Gelato”  is  the  story 
of  a  girl  who  travels  to  Italy 
to  get  to  know  her  estranged 
father,  as  told  by  Jenna  Evans 
Welch. 

Lina  is  16  years  old.  For  16 
years,  she  lived  a  wonderful  life 
with  her  mother,  Hadley. 

But  when  Hadley  falls  sick 
and  on  her  deathbed,  she  asks 
Lina  to  go  to  Italy,  where 
Hadley  spent  a  year  of  her  life 
in  photography  school. 

In  Italy,  Lina  is  given  her 
mother’s  old  journal  that 
detailed  her  time  in  Florence. 
The  little  book  takes  her  on 
an  adventure  that  she  never 
expected  to  embark  on. 

Lina  learns  about  the  city  her 
mother  loved,  the  friends  she 
held  dearly,  the  man  who  broke 
her  heart,  and  the  one  who  fixed 
it. 

We  see  Florence  from  two 
perspectives,  both  Lina’s  and 
her  mother’s.  Both  are  equally 
beautiful. 

The  overall  story  is  great, 
and  the  writing  technique  is  just 
as  amazing. 

Welch  does  a  great  job  of 
putting  Italy  on  paper.  She 
writes  with  details  that  allow 
you  to  see  what  the  characters 
are  seeing,  to  stand  where  they 
are  standing. 

Not  only  does  Welch  capture 
the  city  in  an  amazing  way,  she 
gives  an  accurate  description 
of  grief  and  how  it  feels  to  lose 
a  parent  and  the  desperation 


of  wanting  to  be  closer  to  them. 
You’ll  also  wish  they  cared 
enough  to  leave  you  a  journal 
behind  but,  that’s  beside  the 
point. 

Welch  gives  beauty,  grief, 
loss  and  love  a  new  light.  It  is  a 
refreshing  new  story  that  doesn’t 
make  you  want  to  puke  because 
of  all  the  BS.  There  are  love 
struggles  but  not  the  annoying 
kind,  and  nothing  is  particularly 
cliche  about  the  storyline. 

However,  while  there  is  much 
to  praise  there  are  some  things  to 
criticize. 

For  instance,  the  last  50  pages 
are  rushed.  It  seems  as  if  Welch 
feels  the  story  is  dragging  on 
and  decides  it  is  time  to  end  it  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

This  gives  the  reader  far  too 
much  time  to  stop  and  consider 
the  amount  of  time  that  has 
passed  since  page  one,  and  how 
quickly  everything  happens 
considering  how  many  days  it 
has  been. 

Please,  don’t  let  that  turn  you 
away  from  this  book  because  I’m 
sure  we’ve  all  seen  much  worse 
(cough  Fifty  Shades  of  Grey 
cough). 

Anyway,  this  book  holds  many 
twist  and  turns,  it  keeps  you 
guessing.  Just  when  you  think 
you  know  the  answers,  you  find 
out  that  you  don’t. 

You  learn  that  you  never  really 
know  the  people  you  love  and 
sometimes  that’s  okay. 

“People  come  to  Italy  for  all 
sorts  of  reasons,  but  when  they 
stay,  it’s  for  the  same  two  things.” 

“What?” 

“Love  and  gelato.” 


bEl/ITo 


Jenna  Evans  VIiuh  ** 

Photos  courtesy  of  goodreads.com 
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JJC  students  remember  Carrie  Fisher 


By  Becca  Dvorak 

Staff  Writer 

With  the  passing  of  2016,  so 
has  Hollywood’s  beloved  Carrie 
Fisher. 

After  suffering  from  a  heart 
attack  on  a  plane  from  London  to 
Los  Angeles,  Fisher  died  on  Dec. 
27.  Her  mother,  actress  Debbie 
Reynolds,  died  of  a  stroke  the 
following  day. 

Although  Fisher  is 
remembered  most  for  her  role 
as  Princess  Leia  in  the  famous 
Star  Wars  series,  the  actress 
distributed  so  much  more  to  the 
Hollywood  industry. 

Born  a  Star 

Carrie  Fisher  was  bom  on  Oct. 
21,  1956  in  Burbank,  Calif. 

Being  the  daughter  of 
Reynolds  and  singer  Eddie 
Fisher,  Carrie  was  raised  in  the 
west  coast  lifestyle. 

Never  graduating  from  school, 
Fisher  became  an  actress, 
starring  alongside  her  mother  in 
the  musical  “Irene.” 

Although  “Irene”  was  her 
first  debut  in  acting,  1975s 
“Shampoo”  was  the  first  movie 
Fisher  was  credited  for  at  the  age 
of  19. 

Of  course  her  later  role  in  Star 
Wars  was  her  next  and  biggest 
film.  Acting  as  Princess  Leia  for 
three  installments,  Fisher  starred 
alongside  Harrison  Ford  and 
Mark  Hamill. 


For  some,  not  much  else  is 
known  in  Fisher’s  filmography, 
but  she  also  starred  in  films  such 
as  “The  Blues  Brothers”  and 
“When  Harry  Met  Sally.” 

She  even  became  a  well  known 
script  doctor  and  author.  She  went 
on  to  win  the  Los  Angeles  Pen 
Award  for  Best  First  Novel  for 
her  book  “Postcards  from  Edge.” 

Of  course  all  of  these 
achievements  did  not  put 
perspective  on  her  life  outside  of 
Hollywood. 

Fisher  suffered  from  bipolar 
disorder,  drug/alcohol  addiction 
and  depression. 

Eventually  beating  her 
addictions,  she  later  became 
a  spokesperson  to  help  bring 
awareness  to  these  issues. 
Students  Mourn 

When  asked  about  the  loss  of 
the  fallen  star,  many  individuals 
had  heartfelt  goodbyes  and 
several  thoughts,  while  others  had 
no  idea  who  she  was. 

Lexi  Crater,  a  JJC  student, 
expressed  her  thoughts  on  the 
subject,  as  a  fan  of  Fisher’s  work. 

“She  touched  all  our  hearts  in 
one  way  or  another,  and  to  think 
how  can  someone  can  be  here 
one  minute  and  gone  the  next,” 
said  Crater.  “It  makes  us  want 
to  be  more  like  her  and  live  our 
lives  and  take  chances  and  just  be 
happy. 

JJC  student,  Allyson  Storm, 
was  by  no  means  a  Star  Wars  fan, 
but  still  had  a  few  thoughts  to 


express. 

“Although  I  was  never  the  girl 
to  watch  Star  Wars  or  enjoy  the 
different  galaxy  fighting  movies,” 
said  Storm,  “the  death  of  Carrie 
Fisher  was  surprising  and  hurtful. 
She  was  an  amazing  author  and 


definitely  helped  fix  a  lot  of 
messed  up  movies  before  they 
were  released  to  the  big  screen. 
She  was  a  loved  person  by  many. 
Star  Wars  fan  or  not,  and  will  be 
truly  missed.” 

With  Fisher  gone,  so  too  is  the 


space  princess,  role  model,  and 
inspiring  author. 

This  loss  will  forever  hurt 
many  fans,  but  they  will  also 
remember  the  exciting  and  honest 
life  Fisher  lived. 


Carrie  Fisher 


Photo  courtesy  of  wikamediacommons.com 
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''Narcos'  season  two  provides  powerful  scenes 


BY  MALEK  CLAY 

Staff  Writer 

Season  2  of  Narcos  is  about 
the  ruthless  war  between  the 
Colombian  government  and 
Medellin  Cartel. 

The  season  begins  with  Pablo 
killing  hundreds  of  Colombian 
cops  for  raiding  his  house  while 
his  family  was  sleeping. 

I  empathize  with  Pablo,  as  his 
rage  was  justified  by  the  actions 
of  the  police. 

However,  Pablo  is  a  criminal, 
yet  these  cops  also  had  families 
too,  so  two  wrongs  don’t  really 
make  a  right. 

One  of  my  favorite  episodes 
of  the  season  is  “Our  Man  in 
Madrid.”  The  episode  features 
Colonel  Carrillo,  which  is  one  of 
my  favorite  characters. 

In  the  most  chilling  scene, 
Carrillo  rounds  up  all  the 
scouts,  who  ranged  from  kids 
to  teenagers.  He  informs  him 
that  last  week,  30  Colombian 
cops  died  due  to  them  assisting 
Pablo’s  men. 

One  of  the  scouts  replied  by 
questioning  Carrillo’s  authority, 
to  which  he  responds  with  brutal 
killings  that  the  show  has  been 
known  for. 

It  was  well  executed  in 
showing  how  restoring  order 
with  the  cost  of  several  lives  to 


save  millions  became  the  glaring 
philosophy  of  the  season. 

Carrillo  was  becoming 
the  dragon  that  he  set  out  to 
slay.  Pablo  is  a  mastermind 
that  capitalizes  off  Carrillo’s 
escapades  by  having  one  of 
youngest  scouts  give  an  interview, 
which  would  demonstrate  another 
philosophical  scene  that  really 
showed  Narcos’  poetic  side. 

Biblical  metaphors  and 
symbolic  references  are  spread 
throughout  Narcos  that  keep  the 
show  fresh  and  invigorating  to 
watch  and  dissect. 

When,  Pablo  meets  Martiza 
in  church.  Pablo  hands  Martiza 
500,000  pesos  for  her  assistance 
in  Carrillo’s  death.  This  scene 
mirrors  Judas  selling  Jesus  out 
for  30  pieces  of  silver  to  the 
Pharisees,  except  Martiza  was 
more  unaware. 

The  scene  makes  it  even  more 
clear  when  it  ends  with  a  statue  of 
Jesus  crucified  in  church,  which 
speaks  volumes  of  betrayal,  self- 
preservation,  and  irony. 

One  of  the  rival  groups  later 
portrayed  in  the  season  is  Los 
Pepes. 

I  like  how  ruthless  Los  Pepes 
there  are  as  they  come  after 
everything  Pablo  has.  They  raid 
his  drug  labs,  take  his  product, 
and  evoke  poetic  justice  on  his  hit 
men. 


Los  Pepes  are  firm  believers  in 
the  “eye  for  an  eye”  philosophy. 

Of  all  the  senseless  violence  in 
Narcos,  one  scene  in  particular 
that  restored  my  faith  in  humanity. 

My  favorite  character,  agent 
Steve  Murphy,  depends  on 
Pablo’s  family  and  lives  by 
having  a  stand-off  with  national 
police,  which  shows  great  valor  in 


Murphy’s  character. 

Even  against  his  enemies, 
Murphy  can  still  maintain 
this  code  of  honor,  which 
helped  develop  his  character 
tremendously. 

The  season  concludes 
incredibly,  only  because  of  the 
amazing  performances  and 
memorable  scenes. 


Narcos  is  a  classic  crime-drama 
highlighting  the  underworld  of 
Columbia  that  gives  off  moments 
of  happiness,  sorrow,  regret, 
power,  and  nostalgia. 

I  give  Narcos  a  strong 
recommendation,  and  the  show’s 
next  season  will  be  arriving  this 
year. 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 

Alternative  facts  reforming  sports  world 


BY  ADAM  TUMI  NO 


Co-Editor 


The  history  of  sports  is  a 
subject  that  had  been  examined 
in  its  entirety.  There  are  very  few 
sports  facts  or  stories  that  are 
unknown. 

But  now,  thanks  to  the 
recent  invention  of  alternative 
facts,  sports  history  has  been 
given  a  new  lease  on  life. 
What  we  thought  we  knew,  we 
must  un-know.  Alternative  sports 
facts  have  forever  changed  the 
landscape  of  the  sports  world. 

For  instance,  it  has  been 
considered  a  fact  that  Jackie 
Robinson  broke  the  color  barrier 
in  professional  baseball  in  1947. 

But  thanks  to  alternative  facts, 


we  now  know  the  truth.  It  was 
actually  broken  300  years  prior. 
Back  in  1 647,  in  its  infant  stages 
of  development,  baseball  was 
thriving  in  the  new  American 
colonies  on  the  East  Coast. 

The  Jamestown  Jugglers 
were  the  premier  team 
in  the  league  at  the  time. 
The  team’s  star  first  baseman 
Ezekiel  Bucklehat  was  lost  for  the 
season  due  to  an  unfortunate  case 
of  sneezing. 

He  was  quarantined  to 
avoid  spreading  his  demons 
to  the  rest  of  the  colonists. 
Desperate  to  find  a  replacement, 
the  Jugglers  held  an  open  tryout 
for  the  whole  colony. 

Farmboy  after  farmboy  came 
up  to  the  plate,  but  none  could 
handle  the  pitcher’s  blistering 
61  mile  per  hour  fastball. 
It  was  then,  with  their  hopes 
nearly  crushed,  the  Jugglers  were 
saved. 

A  young  black  colonist  named 
Robbie  Jackinson  arrived  at  the 
field.  The  team  figured  they  had 
nothing  to  lose,  so  let  him  take  a 
few  swings. 

He  hit  the  first  pitch  all  the 
way  to  Roanoke,  where  no 
one  was  around  to  catch  it. 
Jackinson  appeared  in  two  games 
for  the  Jugglers,  before  a  tragic 
horse  and  buggy  accident  took 
the  lives  of  the  entire  team. 

Since  there  were  only  two 


teams  at  the  time,  the  league  was 
forced  to  fold,  and  Jackinson  was 
lost  to  the  annals  of  history. 

But  he  is  not  the  only  athlete 
with  an  ignored  legacy.  Thanks 
to  alternative  sports  facts,  we  are 
learning  more  and  more  about 
forgotten  legends. 

Kellyanne  Conway’s  face  is 
a  mainstay  on  every  political 
morning  show  in  America.  But 
before  President  Trump’s  main 
adviser  was  known  for  getting  an 
unelectable  candidate  elected,  her 
face  was  seen  in  another  place: 
the  nightmares  of  those  who  once 
tried  to  defend  her. 

In  the  1990s,  Conway  was  a 
superstar  power  forward  for  the 
Milwaukee  Bucks  of  the  NBA. 
She  was  drafted  12th  overall  in 
the  1989  NBA  draft 

She  made  an  impact  quickly, 
winning  NBA  Rookie  of  the  Year. 
She  retired  in  1998,  along  with 
seven  all-star  appearances  and 
finished  top  five  in  MVP  voting 
three  times. 

Her  career  was  overshadowed 
by  the  icons  she  played  against, 
but  her  impact  on  the  league  is 
not  forgotten,  especially  by  her 
opponents. 

“Conway  was,  in  a  word, 
amazing,”  said  Hall-of-Famer 
Hakeem  Olajuwon.  “The  greatest 
talent  I’ve  ever  played  against. 
Honestly,  I  stole  the  dream  shake 
from  her.  That  was  her  move.” 


She  was  also  a  force  in  the  paint, 
and  was  considered  a  premier  rim 
protector  and  rebounder.  She  even 
outperformed  Michael  Jordan  a 
few  times. 

“She  was  the  reason  MJ  went 
to  baseball,”  said  Jordan’s  former 
teammate  Scottie  Pippen.  “She 
blocked  one  of  his  dunk  attempts 
so  aggressively  he  decided  to 
quit.” 

But  Conway  was  not  afraid  to 
back  up  her  hard-nosed  playing 
style  with  a  hard-nosed  attitude 
after  the  whistle. 

“She  was  the  only  player  in  the 
league  that  Bill  [Laimbeer]  was 
afraid  to  go  after,”  said  former 
Pistons  coach  Chuck  Daly. 

But  defense  wasn’t  her  only 
specialty.  Conway  was  one  of 
the  league’s  premier  scorers  for 
nearly  a  decade.  During  her  nine 
year  career,  Conway  averaged 
24.7  points  per  game,  along  with 
8.8  rebounds  and  4.2  assists. 

In  1991,  she  averaged  an 
impressive  33.1  points  and  12.8 
rebounds,  and  received  her  first 
MVP  runner-up.  Her  pure  scoring 
ability  impressed  many  of  her 
contemporaries,  including  all- 
time  assists  leader  and  Utah  Jazz 
legend  John  Stockton. 

“If  Conway  was  on  the  Jazz, 

I  would  never  have  passed  to 
Malone,”  said  Stockton  with  a 
laugh. 

But  unfortunately,  after  a  few 


years  of  declining  health  and  level 
of  play,  Conway’s  retirement 
went  largely  unnoticed,  and  she 
faded  out  of  the  basketball  world. 

Now  that  alternative  facts 
revived  the  memory  of  her  career, 
she  has  been  invited  to  join  Ice 
Cube’s  newly  founded  three-on- 
three  league,  BIG3. 

Unfortunately,  her  political 
engagements  forced  her  out  of 
consideration. 

But  her  publicity  has  led  to 
many  current  players  recognizing 
her  greatness. 

“I  feel  kind  of  bad  that  I 
had  never  heard  of  her,”  said 
Cleveland  Cavaliers  forward 
LeBron  James.  “1  was  so  busy 
watching  Jordan  as  a  kid,  I  didn’t 
pay  attention  to  Conway.” 

Now  Conway  is  finally  being 
recognized  for  her  tremendous 
athletic  ability. 

Alternative  facts  are  going  to 
rewrite  history,  including  sports 
history.  They  are  a  revolutionary 
concept  that  create  many  exciting 
possibilities. 

We  live  in  a  world  where 
history  is  now  completely 
ambiguous.  This  can  have  many 
negative  repercussions,  but  also 
can  help  us  remember  things  that 
were  thought  to  be  nonsense. 

Thanks  to  alternative  facts 
in  sports’  history,  people  like 
Jackinson  and  Conway  are  no 
longer  ignored  as  sports  legends. 


/\ 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

St  Francis 


Transferring? 


Make  yourself  at  home  at  the 
University  of  St.  Francis. 


•  Courses  offered  on  campus  in  Joliet  and  online. 

•  Adult  undergraduate  and  graduate  classes  begin  six  times 
per  year,  apply  now  for  March. 

•  Financial  aid,  scholarships,  and  affordable  bridge  option 
for  nursing  students. 

•  Increased  number  of  seats  available  in  our  newly-expanded 
Leach  College  of  Nursing. 


USF  counselors  will  be  on  JJC's  campus  to  talk  about  program  options, 
financial  aid,  and  the  St.  Francis  experience: 


Wednesday,  Feb.  1 

9:30  a. m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 

Tuesday,  Feb.  7 

3-5  p.m. 

U  Building 

Wednesday,  Feb.  15 

9:30  a  m. -12:30  p.m. 
Counseling  & 

Advising  Office 


Thursday,  Feb.  23 

9-11  a.m. 

U  Building 

Wednesday,  March  1 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 

Tuesday,  March  7 

9-11  a.m. 

U  Building 


Thursday,  March  23 

3-5  p.m. 

U  Building 

Wednesday,  March  29 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 


_.  .  _  ,  .  Moreinformation:STFRANCIS.EDU/CC 

Bigger  thinking.  Brighter  purpose. 
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Wolves  poised  for  playoff  push 


Guard  Johnny  Campbell  battles  in  the  post.  Photo  by  Joe  Grabowski 


By  joe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

The  JJC  Wolves  men’s 
basketball  team  is  off  to  its  best 
start  in  over  four  years. 

The  Wolves  are  17-6  (.739) 
through  the  first  23  games, 
averaging  78  points-per-game  in 
the  process. 

A  home  meeting  against  Olivet 
Nazarene  University  was  the  first 
test  for  the  Wolves.  They  grabbed 
44  rebounds,  twice  as  many  as  the 
Tigers,  on  their  way  to  an  80-49 
victory. 

The  Wolves  hit  the  road  for 
a  pair  of  games  against  Lake 
County  and  Prairie  State.  Defense 
in 

the  Lake  County  game  and  the 
three-point  shot  against  Prairie 
State  guided  the  Wolves  to  a  3-0 
start. 

The  undefeated  Wolves 
returned  home  for  a  six  game 
home  stand. 

After  a  win  against  McHenry 
County,  the  Wolves  undefeated 
streak  came  to  end  in  a  75-74  loss 
vs.  Illinois  Valley. 

The  Wolves  closed  out  the 
home  stand  on  a  four  game  win 
streak.  In  that  span  they  beat 
Elmhurst  College,  Governors 
State  University,  Olive-Harvey 


and  Morton  by  a  combined  54 
points. 

The  Wolves  (8-1)  traveled  to 
Olivet  Nazarene  University  for  a 
rematch  of  the  season  opener.  In 
the  contest,  the  Wolves  shot  60 
percent  from  three-point  range 
and  out-rebounded  the  Tigers  41 
to  26.  The  Wolves  won  75-68  and 
moved  to  9-1  on  the  year. 

A  home  game  against  Moraine 
Valley  put  the  Wolves  five  game 
win  streak  to  the  test.  They  faced 
a  three-point  halftime  deficit.  The 
Wolves  came  out  in  the  second 
half  outscoring  the  Cyclones  43- 
37,  notching  their  sixth  straight 
victory. 

The  Wolves  win  streak  moved 
to  seven  after  their  76-66  victory 
at  Governors  State  University. 

The  Wolves  (11-1)  and  their 
seven  game  win  streak  came 
to  a  halt  in  their  first  overtime 
game  of  the  season.  In  the  game 
at  Richard  J.  Daley  college,  the 
score  was  tied  66-66  at  the  end  of 
regulation.  The  Bulldogs  scored 
16  in  overtime  and  beat  the 
Wolves  82-76 

The  Wolves  bounced  back  from 
the  overtime  defeat  well,  winning 
back-to-back  at  home  versus 
Robert  Morris  University  and 
Harry  S.  Truman  College.  They 
traveled  to  Elgin  Community 
College  and  defeated  them,  77- 


67,  bringing  their  record  to  14-2. 

The  Wolves  winning  ways 
halted  at  the  start  of  January.  They 
lost  three  games  in  a  row  against 
Rock  Valley,  Madison  and  Triton. 

In  the  81-74  loss  against  Rock 
Valley,  the  Wolves  got  to  the  free- 
throw  line  only  1 1  times  compared 
to  the  Golden  Eagles’  24. 

The  81-58  loss  against  Madison 
could  be  explained  by  the  Wolves 
shooting  4-25  from  three.  Finally, 
in  the  Wolves  83-71  loss  to  Triton 
they  turned  the  ball  over  25  times. 

Since  then,  the  Wolves  have 
got  things  back  on  track.  They 
beat  Milwaukee  Area  Tech  85-65 
and  Wilbur  Wright  College  72-52. 

The  back-to-back  20  point 


wins  resembled  the  team  that 
started  out  winning  10  of  the  first 
11  games. 

The  Wolves  Head  Coach 
John  Kuhn,  after  the  win  against 
Wilbur  Wright,  said  the  team 
seemed  to  be  back  on  track  after 
losing  four  out  of  their  last  seven 
games. 

“We  lost  a  tough  game  at  Rock 
Valley  that  could  have  went  either 
way.  It  put  us  in  a  little  bit  of  a 
tail-spin,  but  it’s  a  long  season 
and  it  happens.”  Kuhn  said.  “We 
won  two  in  a  row,  I  think  we  are 
on  the  way  back  and  we’ll  see 
what  happens.” 

The  Wolves  split  the  two 
games  following  the  Wilbur 


Wright  victory,  beating  Harper 
81-76  and  losing  at  DuPage  88- 
80.  They  are  entering  the  final 
stretch  of  the  season  with  seven 
games  left  before  the  playoffs. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  17-6 
and  if  they  can  maintain  the  pace 
they  have  set  they  will  go  into  the 
playoffs  looking  strong. 

“Executing  offensively  and 
defensively,  helping  each  other 
and  communicating  a  little  bit 
more.”  Kuhn  said  in  regards  to 
what  the  team  needs  to  work  on 
heading  into  the  playoffs. 

The  Wolves  are  led  in  scoring 
by  sophomore  Robert  Brooks, 
who  is  averaging  14.9  points-per- 
game.  Clinton  Berhow,  averaging 

11.7  points-per-game,  and 
Mitchell  Kwasigroch,  averaging 
10.6  points-per-game,  are  second 
and  third  in  scoring. 

Guard  Richie  Elias  is  leading 
the  team  in  passing,  averaging 
4.1  assists-per-game.  The  teams 
leading  rebounders  are  Berhow 
and  Johnny  Campbell.  Berhow 
how  averaging  6.9  rebounds-per- 
game  and  Campbell  averaging 

5.7  rebounds  per  game. 

The  Wolves  next  game  is 
on  the  road,  at  Rock  Valley  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  28.  at  4  p.m.  The 
Wolves  return  home  Feb.  1  for  a 
game  against  Madison. 


Super  Bowl  Sunday:  battle  for  supremacy 


By  Camille  Arroyo 

Staff  Writer 

After  countless  touchdowns, 
one-hand  catches  and  broken 
records,  February  football  is 
finally  here. 

Throughout  the  past  1 8 
weeks,  football  fans  across  the 
country  have  witnessed  their 
teams  compete  for  a  division  title 
and  stamp  their  ticket  into  the 
playoffs.  It’s  win  or  go  home. 

Only  two  teams  remain;  The 
Atlanta  Falcons  and  the  New 
England  Patriots. 

This  captivating  2017  matchup 
will  feature  two  quarterbacks 
who  are  MVP  candidates,  both 
steering  a  high  powered  offense 
and  two  underrated  defenses  that 
are  capable  of  a  goal  line  stop. 

The  National  Football 
Conference  champions,  the 
Atlanta  Falcons,  will  be  making 
their  second  Super  Bowl 
appearance  after  18  years. 

Falcons  quarterback.  Matt 
Ryan,  has  been  longing  for  this 
opportunity. 

Ryan  faced  a  familiar  foe 
during  the  NFC  Championship 
game  played  on  Jan.  22. 

The  Green  Bay  Packers  stood 
in  the  way  of  a  Falcons  Super 
Bowl  appearance  yet  again.  The 
two  teams  went  head  to  head 
during  a  2010  NFC  Divisional 
game  where  the  Packers  upset  the 
Falcons  48-21. 

This  time  around,  Atlanta 
emerged  victorious  with  a  44-21 
victory  over  the  Packers. 

The  Atlanta  defense  will  have 


their  work  cut  out  for  them  as 
they  prepare  to  take  on  Patriots 
quarterback,  Tom  Brady,  and  his 
stack  of  deep  threat  receivers, 
Julian  Edelman,  Chris  Hogan, 
Michael  Floyd  and  Danny 
Amendola. 

The  string  of  receivers  have 
caused  man-to-man  and  zone 
coverage  difficulty  for  past 
opponents. 

For  the  Falcons  defense  to 
be  successful,  they  must  get  to 
Brady. 

When  Brady  feels  the  pressure 


coming,  he  drops  back  and  resets 
his  feet,  which  occasionally 
causes  him  to  throw  off-balance 
and  a  tad  bit  harder. 

With  a  hard  throw  by  Brady,  it 
will  catch  receivers  off  guard  and 
result  in  an  incomplete  pass. 

The  blitz  will  be  Atlanta’s  best 


weapon  in  shutting  down  Brady, 
and  the  offense. 

Atlanta  will  have  the  15-year 
defensive  end  veteran  Dwight 
Freeney  leading  the  defensive 
line  in  an  attempt  to  disrupt  the 
pass  game. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ball, 
Ryan  and  company  will  be  facing 
a  tough  and  clever  New  England 
defense. 

Patriots’  comerback,  Malcolm 
Butler,  will  be  covering  Falcons’ 
wide  receiver  Julio  Jones.  This 
will  be  a  key  matchup  for  the 


As  for  the  Patriots,  the  game 
plan  will  be  divergent.  The 
American  Football  Conference 
champions  faced  a  solid 
Pittsburgh  Steelers  team  as  they 
fought  for  a  trip  to  the  Super 
Bowl. 

New  England  won  the  game 
36-17. 

This  will  be  the  Patriots 
ninth  Super  Bowl  appearance 
in  team  history  and  the  seventh 
appearance  for  the  Brady- 
Belichick  era. 

New  England  will  be  without 


year,  expect  a  few  deep  balls  from 
Brady  during  the  Super  Bowl. 
Slot  receivers,  Edelman  and 
Amendola,  will  also  be  utilized  in 
the  short  passing  game. 

The  Patriots  offensive  line 
will  be  a  key  factor  in  Brady’s 
production. 

In  order  to  make  a  deep  drive 
down  the  field,  Brady  must  have 
time  to  analyze  the  different 
outlets  available  to  him. 

As  for  New  England’s  defense, 
the  defensive  line  must  stop  the 
run  game.  Also,  the  secondary 
cannot  afford  to  give  up  deep 
passes  thrown  by  Ryan. 

In  the  AFC  championship  game 
versus  the  Steelers,  the  Patriots 
defensive  line  had  trouble  putting 
a  stop  to  Pittsburgh  running 
back,  DeAngelo  Williams.  New 
England  must  patch  that  hole  in 
their  defensive  line. 

The  Patriots  secondary  is  a 
different  story. 

It  has  evolved  throughout 
the  years.  They  have  a  mix  of 
experienced  veterans,  along  with 
youths. 

This  means  not  only  do  they 
have  the  ability  to  create  smart 
plays,  they  also  have  the  athletic 
ability  to  match  it. 

While,  the  New  England 
Patriots  and  Atlanta  Falcons  have 
different  styles  of  play,  they  both 
have  the  same  goal. 

Each  player  on  the  53-man- 
roster  will  be  playing  for  the 
coveted  Super  Bowl  title  come 
Sunday,  Feb.  5. 


Photo  courtesy  of  sportslogo.net 


Falcons  and  can  be  a  possible 
nightmare  matchup  for  the 
Patriots. 

Jones  has  a  6-foot-3  height 
advantage  over  5-foot-l  1  Butler. 
Jones  ended  the  2016  regular 
season  with  1,409  receiving  yards, 
six  touchdowns,  83  receptions, 
and  was  targeted  1 29  times. 


star  tight  end,  Rob  Gronkowski, 
due  to  a  back  injury  that  took  him 
out  of  the  season. 

However,  the  Patriots  will 
have  tight  ends  Martel  1  us  Bennett 
and  Matt  Lengel  to  work  with. 

With  the  addition  of  wide 
receivers  Floyd  and  Hogan  this 
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JJC  alum  to  play  in  Super  Bowl 


Photo  courtesy  of  Patriots  ojfical  website 

Ninkovich  (50)  with  teammate  Duron  Harmon  (30)  after  the  Patriots’  playoff  victory  vs.  Houston  on  Jan.  14. 


by  Camille  Arroyo 

Staff  Writer 

Rob  Ninkovich,  the  former 
outside  linebacker  for  the  JJC 
Wolves,  is  in  route  to  Super 
Bowl  LI.  The  highly  anticipated 
matchup  between  the  New 
England  Patriots  and  the  Atlanta 
Falcons  will  take  place  in 
Houston,  Texas,  at  NRG  Stadium 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  5. 

This  will  be  Rob  Ninkovich’s 
second  Super  Bowl  appearance 
with  the  New  England  Patriots 
in  just  three  years.  Ninkovich 
will  be  looking  to  win  his  second 
Super  Bowl. 

The  JJC  Alumni  was  the  135th 
pick  in  the  2006  NFL  Draft.  He 
was  drafted  by  the  New  Orleans 
Saints. 

After  being  waived  by  the 
Saints  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
2007  season,  Ninkovich  was 
claimed  off  waivers  by  the  Miami 
Dolphins. 

After  a  season  with  the 
Dolphins,  he  rejoined  the  Saints 
for  a  short  stint,  only  to  be 
released  in  the  offseason. 

In  2009,  Ninkovich  made 
the  Patriots’  53-man  roster. 
Ninkovich  is  in  his  eighth  season 
with  the  New  England  Patriots. 

The  10-year  NFL  veteran  had 
a  rocky  start  to  the  2016  season, 
starting  it  off  with  a  four-game 
suspension.  Ninkovich,  who  was 
suspended  for  use  of  an  illegal 
substance,  was  also  nursing  a 
tom  tricep  at  the  time. 

The  injury  occurred  back  in 
summer  camp.  Ninkovich  made 
his  2016  season  debut  on  Oct.  9th 
versus  the  Cleveland  Browns. 

Throughout  Ninkovich’s 
career,  he  has  recorded  460 
combined  tackles,  274  total 
tackles,  186  assisted  tackles  and 
24  sacks.  He  ended  the  2016 
regular  season  with  32  combined 
tackles,  17  total  tackles,  15 
assisted  tackles  and  four  sacks. 

New  England  sealed  the 


number  one  seed  and  gained 
home  field  advantage 
throughout  the  playoffs  in  the 
American  Football  Conference. 

A  well-constructed  Houston 
defense  gave  quarterback  Tom 
Brady  and  the  Patriots  offense 
a  bit  of  a  challenge  in  the 
Divisional  round.  New  England 
was  able  to  pull  a  34-16  victory 
over  the  Texans. 

The  Patriots  advanced  to  the 
AFC  championship  game  where 
they  would  face  the  Pittsburgh 
Steelers.  This  is  New  England’s 
sixth  consecutive  appearance  in 
the  AFC  championship  game. 

On  Sunday,  Jan.  22  the 
Patriots  emerged  victorious 
as  they  lead  the  entire  game 
against  the  Steelers.  The 
Patriots  defense  held  Pittsburgh 
to  17  points,  with  a  final  score 
of  36-17.  Ninkovich  had  two 
combined  tackles,  one  total 
tackle  and  one  assisted  tackle. 


On  Super  Bowl  Sunday, 
Ninkovich  and  the  Patriots 
defense  must  answer  to  a  high¬ 
flying  Falcons  offense  lead  by 
quarterback  Matt  Ryan.  New 
England  will  have  to  shut  down 
Atlanta’s  two  star  wide  receivers, 
Julio  Jones  and  Mohamed  Sanu 
Sr. 

With  Ninkovich  and  company 
ranked  as  the  third  best  defense 
in  the  league  this  year,  there  is  no 
question  this  defensive  line  can 
put  a  halt  to  the  Falcons  offense. 

The  Patriots  defense  is  known 
for  shutting  down  the  team’s 
most  crucial  player,  this  tactic 
can  be  highly  effective  and  can 
veiy  well  be  the  deciding  factor 
of  the  big  game. 

The  kickoff  to  Super  Bowl  LI 
will  be  at  5:30  p.m.  CDT.  The 
Falcons  will  be  making  their 
second  Super  Bowl  appearance 
since  1999. 

As  for  the  Patriots,  this  is  the 


fourth  Super  Bowl  appearance  in 
the  Brady-Belichick  era. 

Win  or  lose,  Ninkovich  will 
be  embedded  in  the  record  books 


along  with  the  rest  of  the  team 
for  a  historic  total  of  nine  Super 
Bowl  appearances  throughout 
NFL  history. 


Rob  Ninkovich  Photo  courtesy  of  2012  JJC  press  release. 


Q  &  A:  Lady  Wolves  Softball  ready  to  swing  into  Spring 


Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


BY  CAMILLE  ARROYO 

Staff  Writer 

The  bats  are  out,  the  gloves 
are  out  and  the  women  of  the  JJC 
softball  team  are  out  in  the  field. 

With  the  new  semester  under 
way.  The  JJC  Lady  Wolves 
softball  is  back  and  looking  to 
revamp  their  season  with  high 
hopes  and  exhilaration. 

The  Lady  Wolves  finished  9-35 
and  3-12  in  the  N4C  2016  fall 
season.  While  JJC  maybe  fifth  in 
the  division,  there  is  still  plenty  of 
ball  left  to  play. 

The  Lady  Wolves  are  coming 
off  a  .281  batting  average  with 
an  on-base  percentage  of  .333  in 
the  2016  spring  season  with  22, 
which  is  almost  double  what  the 
team  had  in  the  past  four  years. 

With  roster  changes  every  year, 
the  team  dynamics  adapted  along 
the  way.  For  some  players,  it’s  the 
first  year,  and  for  others,  it’s  their 
last. 


Samantha  Wytrwal 

The  JJC  Blazer  caught  up  with 
second  year  pitcher  and  utility 
player  Samantha  Wytrwal  and  got 
an  inside  look  on  the  expectations 
she  has  for  herself  and  the  team. 

Wytrwal  ranks  26  overall  in 
strikeouts  with  24  and  is  22  in 


home  runs  allowed,  giving  up 
only  eight  in  her  entire  career. 

Q:  How  did  the  fall  season  go 
for  you?  What  changes  are  you 
and  the  team  looking  to  make  for 
the  spring  season? 


A:  Since  we’re  a  new  team 
and  have  a  lot  of  new  players, 
the  fall  was  a  trial  run  to  see 
how  well  our  chemistry  would 
be  since  this  is  our  first  time  all 
playing  together  in  our  entire 
lives.  Overall,  the  fall  season  was 
good.  We  have  to  see  what  the 
freshmen  can  do  and  see  how  we 
all  click  together.  WE  didn’t  win 
as  many  games  as  we  wanted 
to,  but  this  season  will  be  a  lot 
better.  Personally,  I’ve  improved 
offensively  and  defensively 
compared  to  last  spring  and  hope 
to  improve  significantly  with  my 
pitching.  For  the  spring,  I  can  see 
us  coming  together  and  winning 
more  games  than  last  season 
since  we  did  not  have  as  many 
girls  on  the  team. 

Q:  What  mindset  do  you  and 
your  team  have  going  into  the 
season? 

A:  We  all  want  to  win  games 
and  have  a  better  record  than 


last  year.  We  have  a  ‘Go  big,  Go 
home’  attitude.  We  want  to  make 
our  coach  proud  since  she  works 
so  hard.  WE  just  want  to  play  and 
work  together  to  win  games  and 
be  successful  on  and  off  the  field. 

Q:  It’s  your  last  season  on  the 
JJC  softball  team,  what  has  been 
your  favorite  memory  so  far? 

A:  My  favorite  memory 
would  be  the  dome  tournament 
last  March  because  that  was  the 
weekend  I  started  pitching  for  the 
first  time  in  five  years.  I  didn’t 
expect  to  do  that  well,  but  it 
helped  out  my  team  and  now  I’m 
one  of  the  pitchers  in  our  lineup. 

The  Wolves  will  be  back  in 
action  Friday,  March  3  at  the 
Rosemont  Dome  led  by  Coach 
Kerri  O’Shea.  The  Days  are 
counting  down  to  the  spring 
opener,  which  will  feature  a 
lineup  longing  to  make  the  season 
count. 


Sports 


Hie  Lady  Wolves  set  up  defense  against  Wilber  Wright  College  on  Jan.  18.  Photo  hy  Camille  Arroyo 

Lady  Wolves  dominate  in  92-27  blowout 


By  Camille  Arroyo 

Staff  Writer 

Victory  is  sweet  but  a  blowout 
is  sweeter. 

Domination  transpired 
during  the  Jan.  18  women’s 
basketball  matchup  between  JJC 
and  Wilbur  Wright  College. 

The  Lady  Wolves  average 
74.4  points  per  game,  which 
is  11  overall  in  the  NJCAA 
Division  III.  Not  to  mention,  the 
team  also  averages  16.7  assists 
and  46.5  rebounds  per  game. 

The  0-15  Wilbur  Wright 
College  stood  in  the  way  of 
the  Lady  Wolves’  third  straight 


victory,  but  it  did  not  take  long  for 
JJC  to  pull  away. 

The  Lady  Wolves  attacked  the 
rim  with  a  series  of  fast  breaks 
that  resulted  in  a  substantial 
lead.  The  Wilbur  Wright  defense 
had  no  answer  to  JJC’s  dynamic 
offense. 

The  Lady  Wolves’  had 
26  offensive  rebounds  and 
committed  15  less  turnovers  than 
Wilbur  Wright  with  25. 

JJC  finished  the  first  half  with 
a  52-11  lead. 

When  Coach  Sanderson  of  the 
Lady  Wolves  was  asked  if  the  fast 
break  was  a  part  of  the  game  plan 
or  if  it  just  occurred  due  to  the 


flow  of  the  game  he  said  that  “it 
was  anticipated.” 

“That’s  our  style  of  play,”  said 
Sanderson.  “We  want  to  get  up 
and  down  the  floor.  We  knew 
coming  in,  regardless  of  talent 
or  not,  we  wanted  to  do  what  we 
do.  That’s  our  game  plan  each 
and  every  game.” 

As  the  Lady  Wolves  came  into 
the  third  quarter  with  a  41 -point 
lead,  the  points  kept  polling. 

There  was  no  ambition  lost  by 
the  high-scoring  Wolves;  as  the 
second  half  started. 

“We  try  to  motivate  the  kids, 
said  Sanderson.  “For  the  first 
two  minutes  we  continued  with 


our  transition  but  then  we  wanted 
to  run  offense.  You  kind  of  saw 
us  slow  it  down  at  times.  I  had  to 
get  different  things  to  motivate 
them  because  of  the  big  lead  but 
they  figured  it  out.” 

At  one  point,  JJC  led  by  35 
points  in  the  third  quarter. 

It  was  clear  the  Lady  Wolves 
were  away  with  the  victory. 
This  was  the  perfect  opportunity 
for  Sanderson  to  experiment 
with  different  styles  of  play  or 
strategies  he  may  have  drawn  up. 

Sanderson  was  asked  if  the 
team’s  game  plan  changed 
fduring  the  game. 

“We  focused  on  the  players 


who  have  been  struggling 
lately  within  the  offense,” 
said  Sanderson.  “We  can  get  a 
transition  basket  anytime  but 
we  wanted  to  run  our  breaking 
and  kind  of  build  our  confidence 
moving  into  that  third  and  fourth 
quarter.” 

JJC  topped  the  ninth  with  a 
92-27  win  over  Wilbur  Wright, 
who  shot  11  of  43  in  field  goal 
attempts  and  1  of  18  in  three- 
point  attempts  during  the  game. 

Meanwhile,  the  Wolves’  will 
be  looking  to  continue  their  win 
streak  and  make  a  deep  run  into 
the  postseason  with  Sanderson 
leading  the  way. 


PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


1 W0IMS  i 


Robert  Brooks 
Men’s  Basketball 

Sophomore  Robert  Brooks  had 
a  team-high  24  points  in  an  81- 
76  victory  at  Harper  College. 
Against  the  College  of  DuPage, 
Brooks  finished  with  1 8  points. 
He  currently  is  averaging  14.9 
points  per  game  for  the  Wolves. 


Deesha  Brefford 
Women’s  Basketball 

Freshman  guard  Deesha  Brefford 
scored  30  points  and  pulled  down 
12  rebounds  in  a  62-57  on  Jan. 

14  against  Milwaukee  Area  Tech. 
In  a  win  against  Wilbur  Wright, 
Brefford  had  28  points  and  1 1 
rebounds.  She  was  named  NJCAA 
Division  III  National  Player  of 
the  Week  for  a  second  time  this 
season  on  Jan.  19. 
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Maria  Rafac 

Photo  by  Sean  O'Dell 


Rafac:  friend 
of  the  land 


By  Sean  O’Dell 

Staff  Writer 


Back  in  Nov.  2016,  Maria 
Rafac  was  awarded  the  Amicus 
Terrae  from  the  Will  County 
Land  Use  Department,  a 
department  that  is  committed 
to  promoting  charitable  and 
equitable  land  use  techniques 
throughout  the  county. 

The  award  Rafac  received 
uses  the  Latin  phrase  “Amicus 
Terrae”,  which  means  “friend 
of  the  earth”,  and  truly  fits 
the  description  of  individuals 
deserving  of  the  award. 

This  title  is  the  highest  award 
that  the  department  hands  out, 
and  is  not  awarded  annually, 
but  only  when  an  individual  in 
the  community  shows  a  true 
commitment  arid  realization  of 
the  ethical  land  treatment. 

Because  of  the  nature  and 
rarity  of  the  award,  it  holds  high 
esteem. 

The  award  was  first 
conceived  under  the  inspiration 
of  20th  century  philosophical 
environmentalist  Aldo  Leopold, 
who  promoted  the  idea  that 
humankind  had  to  extend  moral 
and  ethical  obligations  past 
itself  and  into  the  environment 
in  which  it  lives. 

Leopold’s  views  also  saw 
mankind  and  the  environment 

See  Friend,  page  4 


Mayor  O'Dekirk  returns  for  city  address 


Joliet  Mayor  Bob  O'Dekirk  speaks  at  the  second  state  of  the  city  address  In  the  U-bulldlng  at  JJC. 

Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


By  Jarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

In  a  packed  U-Building 
Auditorium,  Joliet  Mayor  Bob 
O’Dekirk  visited  JJC  for  a  state 
of  the  city  address  on  Feb.  23, 
which  was  open  to  both  students 
and  faculty. 

This  marked  the  second  time 
that  O’Dekirk  came  to  campus 
for  a  state  of  the  city  address 
after  his  initial  address  in  2016. 

JJC  Business  Department 
Chairman  Bill  O’Connor  spoke 
about  O’Dekirk  and  described 
how  the  mayor  enjoyed  his  time 
at  the  campus  last  year.  Both 
the  previous  address  and  this 
address  were  coordinated  by  the 
JJC  Business  Department. 

Much  of  the  importance  to 
O’Connor  in  having  these  open 
forums  were  due  to  the  need  for 
“civic  engagement.” 

See  O’Dekirk,  page  5 


Music  department  performs  multiple  concerts 


by  Becky  Fletcher 

Staff  Writer 

Any  students  interested  in 
enriching  their  musical  library? 
The  Musica  Viva  and  student 
recital  series  are  two  different 
musical  performances  that  JJC 
students  and  alumni  take  part  in 
throughout  the  year. 

Both  are  free  and  open  to  the 


public. 

These  Musica  Viva  concerts 
feature  a  variety  of  artists  from 
JJC’s  very  own,  as  well  as 
national  and  international  artists. 

For  instance,  one  concert 
that  took  place  on  Feb.  12  was 
a  brass  ensemble  featuring 
professor  Charles  Morgan  as  the 
conductor  and  professor  Philip 
Spencer  as  the  organist. 


The  concert  was  held  at  the 
historic  St.  Joseph  Catholic 
Church  at  416  N.  Chicago  St. 
This  concert  carried  a  lot  of 
different  pieces  ranging  from 
classical  composers  such  as 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach  to  more 
contemporary  pieces  like  an 
improvisational  mashup  of 
Beethoven’s  “Ode  to  Joy”  and 
the  movie  soundtrack  to  the 


“Sound  of  Music’s”  “Do  Re  Mi” 
by  Spencer. 

The  concert  series  provided 
an  ethereal  experience  while 
sitting  in  the  church.  Staring  at 
the  stained-glass  windows  and 
artistry  gave  off  a  feeling  of 
serenity. 

Spencer,  who  is  also  the 

See  Music,  page  6 


Wolves  defeat  Mil.  Tech,  advance  to  semifinals 


By  joe  Grabowksi 

Sports  Editor 

When  the  regular  season 
ended,  the  JJC  Wolves  finished 
tied  with  the  second  best  record 
in  their  conference  (22-8)  and  the 
Milwaukee  Area  Tech  Stormers 
finished  one  game  below  .500 
(14-15). 

Nonetheless,  these  two  teams 
found  themselves  matched  up  in 
the  quarterfinals  of  the  Region 
IV  playoffs  on  Wednesday,  Feb. 


22. 

It  was  the  second  matchup 
between  the  two  teams  in  the 
last  two  weeks  and  third  overall 
this  season.  The  Wolves  took  the 
very  first  game,  back  on  Jan.  14, 
defeating  the  Stormers  85-65. 

Then  on  Feb.  8  the  Wolves 
travelled  to  Milwaukee  and  beat 
the  Stormers  on  their  own  court, 
75-64. 

Fast  forward  to  Wednesday, 
Feb.  22,  the  Stormers  found 
themselves  back  on  the  Wolves 


home  court,  but  this  time  both 
team’s  seasons  hung  in  the 
balance. 

The  Stormers  came  into  the 
game  leading  the  conference  in 
free  throw  attempts  per  game 
(25)  but  also  lead  the  conference 
in  turnovers  per  game  (18.5). 

The  Wolves  rolled  into 
the  playoffs  on  a  four-game 
winning  streak,  outscoring  their 
opponents  by  a  combined  103 
points. 

The  game  tipped  off  and  the 


Wolves  picked  up  right  where 
they  had  left  off  in  the  previous 
game,  having  a  good  balance  of 
fast  break  and  half-court  offense 
and  shooting  the  3-pointer  at  a 
high  percent. 

A  couple  of  3-pointers  from 
Robert  Brooks  and  Clint  Berhow 
helped  build  an  early  lead  for  the 
Wolves,  10-4,  with  16  minutes 
left. 

Controversy  ensued  after 

See  Wolves,  page  14 
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2  Editorial 

Immigration  policies  are  being 
trumped  for  the  wrong  reasons 


From  the  spring  to  the  fall 
enrollment  of  last  year  at  JJC, 
the  total  minority  population 
rose  from  38  to  40  percent. 
Judging  from  this  dramatic 
increase,  there  is  a  likely  chance 
there  will  be  more  to  come. 

In  a  broader  scope,  the 
population  of  first  and  second- 
generation  immigrant  children 
in  the  United  States  grew  by 
51  percent  from  1995  to  2014, 
which  is  also  one-quarter  of  all 
children  in  the  entire  country, 
according  to  U.S.  News. 

We  talk  about  minority 
and  immigration  populations 
because  many  students  and 
workers  made  their  way  to  the 
streets  of  Chicago,  Los  Angeles 
and  other  major  cities  around 
the  country. 

A  boycott  and  a  protest,  the 
message  is  now  clear  on  how 
the  majority  of  the  country 
feels  about  President  Donald 
Trump’s  immigration  policies 
and  choices  of  the  past  few 
weeks.  They  are  not  working. 

Trump’s  executive  order 
banning  immigrants  coming 


from  seven  countries  a  few 
weeks  back  was  thrown  out 
by  the  appeals  courts,  and 
considering  the  backlash, 
perhaps  this  dynamic  will  be  a 
recurring  pattern. 

As  a  leader,  implementing 
change  without  a  solid  plan  can 
be  quite  problematic.  Instead 
of  addressing  the  issue  of  why 
removing  218  million  people 
from  the  United  States  was 
better  said  than  done,  Trump 
blamed  an  airline  company 
and  a  senator’s  tears  for  the 
complications. 

On  the  other  hand.  Trump 
seems  to  have  learned  his  lesson 
and,  after  much  discussion,  is 
deciding  to  replace  the  executive 
order  with  a  new  one,  according 
to  The  Guardian. 

As  actions  speak  louder 
than  words,  it  was  clear  that 
immigrants  have  been  hurt  by 
recent  events. 

A  Day  Without  Immigrants 
was  both  a  boycott  and  a  protest 
against  the  president  and  the 
attitude  of  illegal  immigrants  in 
the  United  States. 


Hundreds  of  businesses 
closed  down  for  the  protest, 
including  restaurants  like 
McDonald’s,  and  local 
businesses,  construction  sites 
and  grocery  stores. 

These  businesses  pave  our 
roads,  provide  our  food  and 
deliver  the  economic  prosperity 
that  our  country  goes  out  of 
its  way  to  stand  for.  The  same 
one  Trump  believes  will  be 
improved  by  his  leadership. 

Many  are  vocalizing  their 
views  because  of  this  fear. 
Some  may  have  parents  who  are 
illegal  immigrants.  Some  may 
have  friends  who  are  illegal 
immigrants.  They  are  all  around 
us. 

Of  course,  that  is  not  to 
say  that  Trump  is  the  only 
president  to  make  immigration 
controversial.  ABC  News 
describes  how  former  President 
Barrack  Obama  deported  more 
than  2.5  million  people  through 
immigration  orders. 

Everyone  has  a  right  to 
protest  and  a  right  to  argue  on 
the  principles  of  immigration. 


As  the  Denver  Post  Editorial 
Board  spells  it  out: 

“Yes,  a  flood  of  refugees  and 
the  poor  entering  the  country  can 
harm  economies,  communities, 
crime  and  poverty  rates.  But 
to  resort  to  demonizing  the 
newcomers,  who  often  are 
fleeing  real  danger  —  as  well  as 
severe  economic  hardship  —  is 
simply  not  befitting  this  country 
shaped  and  invigorated  by 
generations  of  immigrants  legal 
and  illegal.” 

Keeping  all  out  or  kicking 
them  out,  these  are  the 
options  that  Congress  and 
Trump  consider,  and  these 
demonstrations  are  being 
done  to  show  these  are  not 
the  only  options.  We  all  want 
protection  from  those  wanting 
to  hurt  many  in  this  country,  but 
sacrificing  those  who  came  here 
for  freedom  and  prosperity  is 
not  working  out. 

Fix  the  system  first,  and  let’s 
not  ignore  those  who  work  hard, 
especially  those  who  want  the 
same  opportunities  everyone 
else  has  every  day. 


Question  of  the  Issue 


How  do  you  feel  about  the  president’s 
executive  order  that  bans  people  from 
countries  like  Iraq,  Syria  and  Sudan 
from  entering  the  U.S? 


Angeline  Reyes 


"Well,  I’m  Hispanic, 
I’m  Mexican,  so  I  really 
dislike  Trump.  It’s  unfair,  I 
think  he  can  handle  things 
way  better.  I  think  that’s 
how  I  personally  feel  that 
[Trump],  as  a  president,  he 
could  handle  things  better.  ” 


William  Dixon-Walton 

“Legal  immigrants,  I’m 
perfectly  fine  with.  Illegal 
immigrants,  everyone  has 
their  opinion.  I  feel  like 
America  has  always  been 
built  on  immigration  from 
other  countries,  so  there 
really  is  no  point  in  the  ban. 
Yes,  there’s  always  gonna 
be  terrorists,  so  I  can  see 
why  he  would  do  it,  but  you 
can ’t  ban  people  from  trying 
to  make  a  better  living  for 
themselves.  ” 


Alejandro  Guzman 


“I  think  it  sucks,  because 
this  is  the  land  of  freedom. 
A  lot  of  people  in  the  past 
came  here  before  just  to  find 
jobs  and  the  freedom  they 
want,  and  they  heard  about 
the  U.S.  I  don ’t  know,  it  just 
sucks  that  not  everyone  has 
that  right  anymore.  ” 


Lindsey  Cardona 


“In  my  opinion,  I  think 
that  we  should  all  be  equal, 
and  it  is  kind  of  hard  to  say. 
Not  that  I’m  neutral  about 
it,  I  just  feel  like  everyone 
should  be  treated  equally.  ” 
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Emma’s  Issues 

You  don't  make  history  by  saying  nothing 


BY  EMMA  CARTER 


Copy  Editor 

I  always  find  it  amusing  when 
random  people  ask,  “How  are 
you?”  Because  for  the  most  part, 
they  really  don’t  care  how  I  am. 

I  know  this  is  a  social  norm,  and 
polite  to  strike  up  a  conversation, 
but  are  they  actually  interested  in 
what  I  have  to  say?  What  if  I  tell 
them  exactly  what  my  mood  is, 
how  my  day  has  been  going,  etc. 
Then  what  would  they  say  after  I 
rambled  on  for  a  few  minutes? 

Well,  obviously  I  wouldn’t  do 
that.  Usually  you  just  say,  “I’m 
good,  how  are  you?”  and  move 


on. 

It  amazes  me  how  we  have 
these  social  norms  that  sometimes 
don’t  make  any  sense  at  all. 

My  favorite  of  these  is  being 
taught  never  to  talk  about  money, 
religion  and  politics.  This  one 
really  gets  to  me. 

Why  on  Earth  would  we  not 
talk  about  these  things  when  they 
are  the  items  that  are  most  crucial 
in  life?  Is  this  why  it  has  taken  so 
long  in  certain  countries  to  have 
a  change? 

If  you  truly  think  about  it,  the 
most  pertinent  figures  in  history 
made  some  type  of  change  that 
has  dealt  with  money,  religion  or 
politics. 

Martin  Luther’s  questioning 
of  the  Catholic  Church  led  to  the 
Protestant  Reformation. 

Thomas  Paine,  author  of 
“Common  Sense,”  arguing  to  cut 
ties  with  England,  clearly  making 
a  political  statement  in  his  book. 

Bemie  Sanders,  notorious  for 
talking  about  how  the  top  1% 
is  making  more  than  the  bottom 
90%  (a  combination  of  money 
and  politics). 

What  do  they  have  in  common? 
They  stood  up  and  stood  out  for 


what  they  believe/d  in.  These  are 
just  a  few  very  random  examples 
in  history. 

What  if  all  those  years  ago 
no  one  had  ever  questioned  the 
Catholic  Church?  Would  there 
even  be  religious  freedom  in  our 
country? 

My  point  being,  if  we  don’t  talk 
about  the  issues  at  hand,  how  can 
we  ever  expect  to  make  a  change? 

People  like  to  tell  me  that 
politics  doesn’t  affect  them,  well 
guess  what,  it  affects  everyone. 

The  car  you  drive  is  regulated, 
the  taxes  you  pay,  your  health 
care,  the  school  you  go  to,  all 
regulated  by  the  government. 

The  ironic  part  is  that  people 
who  tell  me  that  politics  doesn’t 
matter  to  them  are  the  same 
people  who  have  the  largest 
opinion  on  subjects  that  revolve 
around  politics,  like  their  tax 
returns. 

Odds  are,  other  people  have  the 
same  opinions  you  do. 

I  understand  not  wanting  to 
discuss  money,  religion  and 
politics  with  certain  people;  but 
what  about  with  your  family, 
teachers,  local  representatives, 
church  members,  etc.  People  who 


you  can  actually  talk  to. 

What  if  the  change  is  necessary 
in  society?  These  things  need  to 
be  discussed. 

How  else  is  a  change  going 
to  be  made,  changes  that  society 
needs,  which  you  feel  deeply 
passionate  about. 

It  must  be  because  we  as 
Americans  like  to  have  things  all 
wrapped  up  with  a  happy  ending, 
at  least  that’s  how  we  like  our 
movies. 

We  have  the  luxury  to  live  in  an 
affluent  country  where  we  don’t 
necessarily  need  to  think  about  all 
of  the  problems  that  are  occurring 
here,  or  on  a  global  scale. 

I’m  not  arguing  to  think  about 
these  things  all  of  the  time,  that 
will  literally  drive  you  mad.  But 
think  about  important  things  in 
society,  like  the  bill  to  eliminate 
the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  at  the  end  of  2018. 

Global  wanning  is  a  huge  issue 
that  we  seem  to  be  discussing 
more  and  more,  but  it  doesn’t 
seem  sufficient  enough  to  inflict 
change  throughout  the  world. 

The  immigration  ban— which  is 
on  hold— affects  people  within  the 
United  States  who  have  relatives 


or  loved  ones  living  in  a  region  of 
terror. 

Or  what  about  just  the  fact  that 
men  still  make  more  than  women. 

Even  the  poverty  in  the  United 
States,  those  people  working 
yet  still  struggling  to  make  ends 
meet. 

Someone  else  will  deal  with 
that,  let  the  government  handle  it. 
No,  that  is  not  the  right  attitude  to 
hold  towards  this. 

The  more  we  look  away,  the 
more  problems  are  being  thrown 
into  the  mix.  It’s  like  neglecting 
to  clean  that  spot  in  your  room 
with  all  of  your  clothes  on  it, 
because  you  don’t  want  to.  But 
then  it  just  gets  so  dirty  that  you 
finally  have  to  look  at  the  disaster 
that  you  made. 

It  would  have  been  so  much 
easier  if  you  just  cleaned  it  up  in 
the  first  place. 

We  have  the  luxury  to  live  in 
an  affluent  nation  where  we  don’t 
need  to  think  about  the  problems 
facing  the  world,  or  even  the  U.S 
for  the  most  part.  We  have  the 
ability  to  neglect  them,  but  does 
that  mean  we  should? 

So  now  that  I’ve  told  you  how 
I  am,  how  are  you? 


Leonna  Knows  All 

A  trunk  full  of  problems  if  elephants  cease  to  exist 


By  Leonna  Toodle 


Photo  Editor 

Anthony  Douglas  once  said, 
“If  animals  could  speak,  mankind 
would  weep.” 

At  the  turn  of  the  20th  century, 
there  were  millions  of  elephants 
roaming  through  Africa  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  them  in 
Asia. 

Now,  there  are  at  most  seven- 
hundred  thousand  African 
elephants  and  forty-thousand 
Asian  elephants. 

Their  biggest  threats  stem 
from  humans.  If  we’re  not  tearing 
down  their  habitat,  we’re  killing 
them  off  by  the  thousands. 

Within  the  past  three  years,  at 
least  1 00,000  elephants  have  been 
killed  by  poachers. 

The  only  things  these  people 
seem  to  be  after  are  the  tusks  of 
the  animals  to  participate  in  the 
ivory  trade. 

Ivory,  while  it  does  not  benefit 
humans  in  any  way,  is  in  high 
demand. 

Decorated  ivory  can  be  sold  for 
up  to  two  thousand  dollars  a  kilo. 

The  people  who  are  going 


out  and  killing  these  animals 
are  moving  towards  nothing 
other  than  the  extinction  of  the 
elephants. 

It  is  because  ivory  is  so  valuable 
that  those  who  profit  from  it 
are  rooting  for  the  numbers  to 
decline. 

The  less  elephants  there  are, 
the  more  they  are  worth. 

Many  people  do  not  seem  to 
understand  that  elephants  play 
a  major  role  in  keeping  our 
environment  intact. 

In  a  study  published  by  The 
Royal  Society,  it  shows  that  there 
is  a  direct  correlation  between 
lower  elephant  populations  and 
less  trees. 

During  this  study,  it  was  found 
that  the  trees  in  elephant’s  natural 
habitat  rely  on  the  seed  dispersal 
that  the  animals  provide. 

Next  to  humans,  elephants  have 
the  largest  ability  to  influence  the 
environment. 

So,  it’s  as  simple  as  saying  ‘if 
the  elephants  go,  the  trees  will 
too.’ 

And,  as  if  you  didn’t  know, 
humans  kind  of  really  need  trees. 

There  have  been  many 
efforts  to  save  the  elephants.  A 
documentary  released  last  year 
in  November  followed  some  of 
the  men  and  women  trying  their 
best  to  shut  down  poachers  and 
make  the  sale  of  ivory  in  Asian 
countries  completely  illegal. 

The  efforts  of  these  few  people 
do  not  go  unnoticed  and  they 
should  absolutely  be  awarded  for 
their  part  in  the  fight. 

But,  it  is  always  just  a  few.  A 
few  people  who  care  enough  to 
do  something  about  it. 

Nearly  8  billion  people  on  this 
planet  and  not  even  half  of  them 


are  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
issues  we  are  facing  because  of 
the  destruction  of  our  wildlife. 

Good  job  mankind. 

Humans  continuously  dip 
their  hands  into  nature  and  take 
whatever  they  need  for  pure 
selfish  reasons  that  never  seem  to 
benefit  anyone  on  a  higher  level. 

According  to  “Racing 
Extinction,”  a  documentary 
released  in  20 1 5,  there  have  been 
five  major  extinctions  in  the 
history  of  the  planet. 

It  is  imperative  to  the 
environment  that  elephants  are 
not  added  to  that  list. 

However,  elephants  aren’t  the 
only  animals  that  we  are  effecting 
negatively  at  an  alarming  rate. 

While  it  is  hard  to  gage  how 
many  sharks  there  are  roaming 
around,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  their 
numbers  are  declining  fast. 

Millions  of  sharks  are  killed 
each  year. 

Hunters  head  out  to  sea,  snatch 
up  sharks,  cut  their  fins  off,  and 
toss  them  back  out  to  sea  to 
drown. 

This  practice  is  supporting  the 
shark  fin  soup  industry. 

Just  like  elephants,  sharks  are 
staples  of  their  environment. 

If  they  were  to  go  extinct, 
there  would  be  an  overgrowth 
in  certain  prey  species,  which, 
in  turn,  can  cause  an  extinction 
of  other  species  of  fish.  Shark 
extinction  would  also  lead  to  the 
death  of  coral  reefs. 

As  if  humans  aren’t  killing  the 
ocean  with  all  the  oil  spills  and 
other  forms  of  pollution,  it’s  safe 
to  say  we  should  leave  the  sharks 
alone. 

Or,  better  yet,  leave  all  the 
animals  alone. 


What  -we  as  humans  need  to 
do  is  start  working  on  ways  to 
rebuild  the  environment  so  that 
these  animals  don’t  die  out. 

Because  of  our  influence  on 
the  earth,  there  is  not  a  creature 
out  there  who  isn’t  facing  the 
repercussions  of  our  stupidity. 

Pesticides  are  killing  the  bees. 

Climate  change  is  killing  the 
polar  bears. 

Poaching  is  killing  just  about 
everything  else. 

And  when  all  the  bees  are 
gone,  and  all  the  polar  bears  are 
gone,  and  all  the  sharks  are  dead 
there  will  be  nothing  left  but  a 
dead  planet. 

Everyone  will  be  looking 


around  wondering  how  it  got  so 
bad. 

No  one  will  have  an  answer 
because  no  one  will  want  to  admit 
fault. 

But,  just  in  case  you  were 
curious,  it  will  be  your  fault. 

If  we  continue  to  ignore 
everything  that  is  going  on,  keep 
letting  these  men  and  women  go 
out  and  kill  the  elephants  and 
sharks  and  just  about  everything 
else,  there  will  be  no  one  to  blame 
for  the  destruction  of  the  planet 
but  ourselves. 

And  what  do  you  call  a  two- 
legged  creature  hell  bent  on 
destroying  everything  around 
him? 


Photo  courtesy  of  uhkimediacommons 
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as  having  mutual  interests,  and 
should  therefore  strive  to  function 
in  conjunction  with  one  another, 
not  against. 

An  architect,  educator  and 
leader,  Rafac  has  more  than 
proven  herself  deserving  of  the 
Amicus  Terrae. 

Since  she  started  working 
at  JJC  in  1997,  her  efforts 
toward  promoting  increased 
recycling,  energy  efficiency, 
and  environmental  awareness 
around  campus  and  community 
has  been  undying.  Through  much 
effort,  she  became  TIC's  first 
Sustainability  Coordinator. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  post, 
Rafac  worked  even  harder  to 


create  TIC's  annual  Earth  Day 
Recognition,  which  had  also 
led  her  to  a  record  breaking 
Recyclepalooza  in  2015. 

In  2016,  Rafac  began  teaching 
a  transferrable  course  on 
sustainability.  During  the  same 
year  she  managed  to  establish 
a  campus-wide  observance  of 
America  Recycles  Day. 

Along  with  her 

accomplishments  on  paper,  Rafac 
lives  and  breathes  her  commitment 
to  the  environment  and  leading 
others  toward  this  initiative.  She 
believes  in  a  proactive  approach 
to  sustainability,  rather  than 
pontification  and  nice  thoughts 
on  the  matter. 


Rafac  brings  imagination  and 
creativity  to  her  classrooms  in 
teaching  sustainability.  In  the  JJC 
Sustainability  Union,  she  works 
to  provide  counsel  and  lead 
students  tirelessly  to  help  execute 
real  world  environmental  goals. 

She  has  also  worked  actively 
in  the  Will  County  community, 
participating  in  programs  such  as 
the  Will  County  Energy  Plan,  the 
Cool  Joliet  effort,  Joliet’s  energy 
plan,  and  the  South  Metropolitan 
Higher  Education  Consortium. 

She  also  uses  her  free  time  to 
involve  herself  and  her  family  in 
volunteer  work  for  local  groups, 
such  as  Helpers  of  Mother  Earth 
and  Joliet/Will  County  Pride 


group. 

As  Rafac  continues  to  work  in 
her  passion  of  sustainability,  she 
will  continue  to  seek  proactive 
ways  to  make  sustainability  a 
tangible  reality  for  students  and 
the  community. 

Currently,  she  is  working 
with  several  students  in  the 
Sustainability  Union  to  complete 
eco-projects  via  the  National 
Wildlife  Federation,  and  is  also 
working  to  promote  upcoming 
activities  this  month  as  well  as  the 
coming  months  in  preparation  for 
earth  month. 

Curt  Paddock,  who  is  the 
director  of  the  Will  County  Land 
Use  Department,  re-presented 


Rafac  with  the  award  in  front 
of  the  JJC  board  last  month, 
recognizing  her  as  a  true  friend  of 
the  earth.  Rafac  thanked  the  JJC 
board  for  “nodding  ‘yes’  every 
time  I  come  up  with  one  of  my 
crazy  ideas.” 

“I  am  proud  of  you  all,”  said 
Rafac  at  the  conclusion  of  her 
speech  in  front  of  the  board, 
which  likely  wasn’t  just  to  the 
people  in  the  room. 

Rafac’s  inspiration  is  credible, 
and  those  wanting  to  get  involved 
with  sustainability  at  JJC  can 
contact  her  by  her  email  or  talk 
to  a  member  of  the  Sustainability 
Union. 


Dodgeball  fundrasier  a  smash  for  JJC  police 


By  joe  Crump 

Copy  Editor 

The  JJC  Criminal  Justice  Club 
hosted  a  dodgeball  tournament 
fundraiser,  in  which  five  teams 
competed  in  a  bracket-style 
competition. 

The  JJC  Police  dodgeball 
team  won  the  entire  tournament. 
They  consisted  of  Tom  Glisson, 
Carlitos  Mctizic,  Eric  Gurley, 
Leonardo  Mireles,  and  Jake 
VanDuyne. 

Team  Smash  Bros,  who 
consisted  of  Luis  Arredondo, 
Alan  Albarez,  Dakota  Coffman, 


Brendan  Kass,  Aaron  Gant,  came 
in  second. 

Mireles,  President  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  Club,  said  how 
the  dodgeball  fundraiser  is  in 
place  so  the  club  so  it  can  host 
other  events. 

“We  do  other  fundraisers, 
such  as  the  Spaghetti  Dinner 
fundraiser  that  benefits  the 
Special  Olympics.  We  do  that 
once  a  year,”  said  Mireles. 

He  also  mentioned  that  the  club 
is  working  on  other  fundraisers, 
namely  for  Saint  Baldrick’s, 
which  is  a  non-profit  organization 
that  helps  cancer  patients.  The 
club  also  does  community  service. 


“We  pretty  much  like  to  help 
the  community,  but  this  fundraiser 
particularly  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  club,  for  club  activities,” 
Mireles  said. 

Cristina  Perez,  Vice  President 
of  the  Criminal  Justice  Club, 
mentioned  that  the  club  had 
multiple  guest  speakers  last 
semester,  including  a  detective 
and  a  K-9  Unit  Officer  and  their 
dog. 

After  the  tournament  officially 
ended  and  medals  were  handed 
out,  the  audience  and  all  teams 
were  given  about  an  hour  of  free 
play. 

The  Criminal  Justice  Club  is 


open  to  all  students  who  would 
like  to  join.  For  more  information 
on  meetings  or  event  for  the  club. 


check  out  their  Facebook  page  at 
JJC  Criminal  Justice  Club. 


Left  to  Right:  Jake  VanDuyne,  Leonardo  Mireles,  Clint  Cheshire,  and 
Carlitos  Mctizic  during  a  free  play  time.  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


Transferring? 

Make  yourself  at  home  at  the 
University  of  St.  Francis. 

•  Courses  offered  on  campus  in  Joliet  and  online. 

•  Adult  undergraduate  and  graduate  classes  begin  six  times 
per  year,  apply  now  for  Summer  or  Fall. 

•  Financial  aid,  scholarships,  and  affordable  bridge  option 
for  nursing  students. 

•  Increased  number  of  seats  available  in  our  newly-expanded 
Leach  College  of  Nursing. 

Attend  Open  House  at  USF  on  March  16! 

USF  counselors  will  be  on  JJC's  campus  to  talk  about  program  options, 
financial  aid,  and  the  St.  Francis  experience: 


Wednesday,  March  1 

9:30  a. m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 

Tuesday,  March  7 

9-11  a.m. 

U  Building 

Thursday,  March  23 

3-5  p.m. 

U  Building 


Wednesday,  March  29 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 

Tuesday,  April  11 

3-5  p.m. 

U  Building 

Thursday,  April  13 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 


Tuesday,  April  25 

9-11  a.m. 

U  Building 

Wednesday,  April  26 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Counseling  & 

Advising  Office 

Wednesday,  May  3 

9:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 
Transfer  Advising  Tables 
(Concourse  D) 


More  information:  STFRANCIS.EDU/CC 


/\ 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

St  Francis 

Bigger  thinking.  Brighter  purpose. 


NEWS 
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After  JJC  President  Judy 
Mitchell  and  O’Connor 
introduced  O’Dekirk  to  the  stage, 
the  mayor  started  his  speech  by 
describing  the  successes  that 
Joliet  achieved  last  year. 

One  of  the  positives  includes 
several  more  companies,  such  as 
IKEA  and  Amazon,  continuing 
to  expand  facilities  and  creating 
more  jobs. 

He  also  added  how  with  Joliet 
being  a  growing  city,  more 
infrastructure  is  required. 

This  will  create  the  need  for 
more  construction,  including 
finishing  development  of  a  bridge 
down  Houbolt  Road. 

He  commented  on  how  JJC  and 
other  community  colleges  in  the 
area  are  providing  just  as  much 
help  in  education  and  assisting 
students  with  their  future  careers. 

O’Dekirk  also  provided  some 
information  on  improvements 
and  future  prospects  for  this  year. 

One  of  these  included  of  a 
very  significant  Joliet  east  side 
project,  which  will  be  under 
further  discussion  in  March.  Due 
to  non-disclosure  disagreements, 
he  could  not  give  more  details, 
but  said  that  the  changes  to  come 
are  long  overdue  for  the  east  side. 

“This  is  just  another  big 
example  of  how  well  the  city  is 
doing  economically,”  O’Dekirk 
said. 

After  his  address,  O’Dekirk 
took  the  time  to  answer  several 
questions,  which  provided  a 
range  of  many  topics  from  the 
audience.  Video  of  the  questions 
were  documented  by  The  Blazer 
Staff. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the 


audience  included  local  Joliet 
residents,  such  as  Erick  Deshaun 
Dorris.  Dorris  is  a  singer  and 
songwriter  that  has  grown  up 
on  the  east  side.  He  asked  the 
mayor  about  more  culture  and  art 
integration  into  the  city  of  Joliet. 

“I  think  it  was  informational 
and  is  a  good  opportunity  to  hear 
what  is  happening  in  this  city,” 
said  Dorris  about  the  forum. 

Although  Dorris  believes  he  did 
not  get  a  favorable  answer  on  any 
true  plans  for  increasing  arts  and 
culture  in  the  city,  he  does  hope 
that  they  are  considered  as  they 
can  give  students  “opportunities 
to  succeed  in  postsecondary  who 
are  going  into  arts.” 

Several  organizations  from  the 
school  that  attended  the  address 
included  members  of  the  JJC 
Business  Department  and  the 
Criminal  Justice  Club. 

“This  year,  we  had  a  great 
turnout,”  said  Mitchell,  who 
shook  the  mayor’s  hand  upon 
entering  the  auditorium.  Mitchell 
was  not  fully  involved  in  the  last 
address,  as  she  was  not  president 
of  the  campus  at  the  time. 

“I’m  just  very  excited  about 
all  of  the  positive  change  in  the 
city  and  the  growth,  not  only  with 
residential,  but  the  businesses 
within  the  city  as  well,”  said 
Mitchell. 

Mitchell  hopes  the  mayor 
continues  to  come  to  the  campus, 
and  students  are  given  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the 

events. 

“It’s  great  to  be  here  and  have 
an  opportunity  to  have  an  open 
forum  and  talk  directly  to  the 
people,”  O’Dekirk  said. 


Mayor  Bob  O'Dekirk  meets  Criminal  Justice  Club  President,  Leonardo  Mireles,  after  the  address. 

Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


Mayor  Bob  O’Dekirk  addresses  a  full  crowd  of  students,  staff  and  other  members  of  the  community. 

Photo  courtesy  ofJJCNewsroom 


Joliet  officals  address  immigration  issues,  answers  concerns 


By  Nick  Ferrari 

Staff  Writer 


While  local  leaders  remain 
supportive  of  immigrant 
communities,  they  caution  that 
they  can  do  nothing  in  the  face 
of  a  federal  order  or  warrant  for 
arrest. 

During  a  forum  a  week  before 
Joliet  Mayor  Bob  O’Dekirks’s 
address  at  JJC,  the  mayor 


was  accompanied  by  Joliet 
Chief  of  Police,  Brian  Benton, 
immigration  lawyers,  police 
officers  and  community  leaders. 

The  civil  servants  faced  a 
crowd  that  was  predominantly 
Hispanic  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church  in 
the  east  side  of  Joliet. 

Benton  addressed  the  crowd  by 
explaining  how  “local  police  will 
not  enforce  immigration  law  but 
will  act  in  a  legal  manner.” 

“Cities  cannot  prevent  federal 
officials  with  a  warrant  by 


declaring  sanctuary,”  Benton 
said. 

Immigration  lawyers,  including 
Moises  L.  Barraza,  spoke  to 
the  crowd  in  both  Spanish  and 
English  about  recent  immigration 
issues.  He  began  a  soliloquy 
about  the  rights  that  are  granted 
to  all  people  living  in  the  country. 

After  this,  the  people  in 
attendance  were  given  a  chance 
to  speak  directly  to  government 
officials.  Benton  went  on  to  say 
that  the  only  time  Immigrations 


and  Customs  Enforcements, 
or  ICE,  will  be  contacted  is  in 
the  processing  of  a  custodial 
sentencing. 

Citizens,  however,  disagreed 
with  Benton,  saying  that  various 
police  officers  have  called  ICE 
on  family  members.  One  woman 
from  the  crowd  claimed  that  she 
had  been  pulled  over  by  a  Joliet 
Police  Officer,  only  to  have  him 
ask  for  her  visa.  When  she  failed 
to  produce  the  visa  she  claims 
that  the  officer  called  ICE  on  his 
personal  cell  phone. 

While  most  questions  asked  by 
the  community  were  answered 
by  Benton,  O’Dekirk  said  that 
“nothing  is  changing  in  the 
community,”  and  that  Joliet  will 
continue  to  support  its  citizens  as 
it  has  always  done. 

The  mayor  went  on  to  say  that 
the  reason  for  the  community 
meeting  was  to  dispel  any 
misinformation  that  may  be  over 
social  media. 

O’Dekirk  also  said  he  felt 
it  was  important  that  the  local 
government  and  the  police 
speak  directly  to  the  citizens  to 
cultivate  a  close  relationship.  He 
also  encouraged  a  rise  in  civic 
involvement. 

Many  questions  throughout 
the  meeting  were  based  around 
recent  raids  involving  ICE 


agents  in  major  cities.  Homeland 
Security  Secretary  John  Kelly 
revealed  there  were  over  680 
arrests  of  “individuals  who  pose 
a  threat  to  public  safety,  border 
security  or  the  integrity  of  our 
nation’s  immigration  system.” 

Kelly  then  added  that 
“approximately  75  percent  were 
criminal  aliens.” 

The  charges  on  these 
individuals  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  homicide,  aggravated 
sexual  abuse,  sexual  assault  of  a 
minor,  lewd  and  lascivious  acts 
with  a  child,  indecent  liberties 
with  a  minor,  drug  trafficking, 
battery,  assault,  DUI  and  weapons 
charges. 

Benton  said  that  while  they 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  raids 
were  imminent,  they  could  not 
do  much  in  the  way  of  defending 
illegal  immigrants  when 
confronted  by  the  state  or  federal 
government. 

Whatever  the  future  holds, 
it  was  clear  that  while  the 
government  remains  firmly 
behind  immigrants.  No  promises 
were  made  for  illegal  immigrants 
hoping  to  be  reassured  of  their 
status. 

According  to  The  Miami 
Herald,  Homeland  Security  is 
in  the  process  of  hiring  10,000 
immigration  and  customs  agents. 


Mayor  Bob  O'Dekirk  meets  with  local  Joliet  citzens  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church  along  with  other  city  officals. 

Photo  by  Nick  Ferrari 
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HOME  returns,  clubs  unite 


By  Iarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

Two  men  sat  down  a  table  at  the 
bridge,  filled  with  fliers  and  a  sign 
that  read  "The  Uncensored  Truth 
About  Homosexuality.”  Further 
down  the  same  hall,  several  clubs 
came  together,  giving  away  free 
pizza  and  balloon  hats  to  students 
who  passed  by. 

HOME,  or  Heterosexuals 
Organized  for  a  Moral 
Environment,  came  to  JJC 
in  an  open  venue  to  talk  to 
students  about  information  on 
the  problems  they  see  in  the 
homosexual  lifestyle. 

The  two  aforementioned  men 
at  the  table  included  founder 
Wayne  Lela  and  John  McCartney, 
who  had  the  table  on  Feb.  22  and 
Feb.  23.  They  have  been  coming 
to  JJC  for  the  past  couple  of  years 
to  talk  to  students  about  their 
beliefs  on  homosexuality. 

Having  a  chance  to  talk  to 
Lela,  he  mentioned  how  much  of 
their  information  and  sources  are 
not  reported  due  to  the  media  bias 
that  is  in  support  of  the  LGBTQ 
community. 

He  mentions  information  that 
can  be  found  on  their  homepage 
on  how  liberal  bias  has  become 
the  dominant  media.  “It  is  a 
documented  fact,”  said  Lela. 

Several  students  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hallway  were 
attempting  to  spread  their 
message  of  peace,  with  some 
considering  HOME  as  a  hate 


group. 

“I  know  freedom  of  speech 
is  a  right  for  people,  but  1  don’t 
know  why  they  are  coming  to  a 
college,”  said  Samantha  Ante, 
Latinos  Unidos  President.  “I 
think  it’s  awkward  for  everyone, 
why  do  you  come  and  talk  about 
bad  stuff  in  front  of  everyone?” 

Patricia  Binfa,  GLAM  adviser 
and  criminal  justice  professor, 
called  the  gathering  of  the  clubs 
as  a  sort  of  counter  to  HOME’S 
message  by  using  the  term  of 
“love  conquers  hate.” 

In  addition,  the  Southern 
Poverty  Law  Center  designated 
HOME  as  an  anti-gay  hate  group 
in  2010,  but  Lela  does  not  see 
themselves  as  a  hate  group. 
Their  website  responded  to  this 
designation  in  an  article  as  well. 

“Whatever  the  LGBT  people 
say  is  fine,”  said  Lela,  “whatever 
we  say,  it’s  got  to  be  hate 
motivated.” 

Lela  understands  how 
mistreated  the  LGBTQ 
community  has  been  in  the  past, 
and  would  add  that  much  of  their 
information  is  not  meant  to  harm 
anyone. 

“We  try  to  be  gentle  with 
people,  because  we  don’t  know 
what  they’ve  been  through,”  said 
Lela.  “We  can  understand  how 
their  emotions  can  get  in  the  way 
of  reason.” 

Lela  explains  how  he  relates  to 
this  in  his  time  as  a  young  man, 
where  he  also  rebelled  and  fought 
with  his  emotions  during  the 
Vietnam  War,  burning  his  draft 


JJC  Student  and  secretary  of 

GLAM  Kaitlyn  Pokracki. 
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card  and  protesting  against  the 
system. 

From  the  other  spectrum, 
several  clubs  that  participated  on 
the  other  side  of  the  hall  included 
JJC’s  GLAM  Club,  AWEN 
Group,  Disability  Awareness 
Club,  and  Latinos  Unidos. 

Disability  Awareness  Club 
Vice  President  Ashley  Laverdiere 
found  it  necessary  that  their  club 
be  involved  in  this  unity  because 
of  the  “high  percentage  of 
intersectionality  between  people 
with  disabilities  and  the  LGBTQ 
community.” 

Laverdiere  sees  their  support 
as  necessary,  as  she  says  people 
with  disabilities  as  having  just 
as  many  issues  in  society  as  the 
LGBTQ  community.  Although 
she  considers  them  a  hate  group, 
she  thinks  that  they  also  have  the 
same  rights  as  they  do  in  coming 
into  the  community  college. 

“At  the  same  time,  there  is  no 
laws  out  there  saying  just  because 


they  come  and  spread  their  hate 
wherever  they  want  to  spread, 
doesn’t  mean  we  have  to  take  it 
sitting  down.  We  can  do  a  peaceful 
protest  without  stooping  down  to 
their  level,”  said  Laverdiere. 

George  Pitsoulakis,  GLAM’s 
Secretary  and  PR  manager,  does 
not  consider  much  of  the  event  a 
protest,  and  stresses  it  as  more  of 
a  unification  of  positivity.  He  sees 
HOME  as  proving  how  LGBTQ 
rights  are  not  a  privilege,  and  how 
they  must  fight  for  those  rights 
every  day. 

“By  having  HOME  here,  it 
shows  the  other  side,  a  side  of 
pure  hatred  and  misinformation 
about  the  LGBT  community,” 
said  Pitsoulakis. 

Although  there  was  no 
significant  communication 
between  GLAM  and  other  clubs 
with  the  HOME  organization 
during  those  two  days,  they  both 
mentioned  each  other’s  arguments 
and  beliefs  as  propaganda. 


Pitsoulakis  considers  their 
message  and  propaganda  as 
“outdated  and  inaccurate”  while 
Lela  considered  media  bias 
as  liberal  propaganda  for  the 
LGBTQ  community. 

As  much  as  hate  and  peace 
have  become  large  parts  of  the 
topic  at  hand.  Ante  hopes  that  this 
is  not  the  only  time  these  clubs 
come  together. 

“We  should  just  do  it  casually, 
not  because  we  have  a  reason  to, 
but  because  we  need  each  other.” 

When  asking  Lela  what  drives 
them  to  continue  to  come  to  JJC 
and  other  colleges  with  their 
beliefs,  he  said  that  they  are 
simply  telling  what  they  believe 
is  the  truth. 

“We  get  out  there  and  speak 
what  we  consider  as  truth  and 
conservatives  are  doing  the  same 
thing,  and  over  time  we  might  get 
the  country  moving  in  the  right 
direction,”  said  Lela. 
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tudents  debate  with  John  McCartney  (left)  and  HOME  founder 
Wayne  Lela  (right).  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


JJC  Music  Department  hosts  concerts  at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 


Photo  by  Becky  Fletcher 


Music  from  page  1 


coordinator  of  the  Musica  Viva 
concerts,  has  worked  hard  to 
include  as  much  diversity  as 
possible.  Concerts  can  range 
anywhere  from  classical  to  folk 
with  everything  in-between. 

“I  have  also  attempted  to 
include  more  of  our  own  talented 
faculty  on  the  Musica  Viva 
series,”  said  Spencer.  “[I]  strive 
for  a  50/50  balance  of  guest  artists 
and  faculty  artists  each  season.” 

The  next  Musica  Viva  concert 
series  will  be  March  26  at  3  p.m. 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  with  the 
theme  “East  Meets  West”  and 
will  host  Yang  Wei,  who  is  an 
internationally  famous  performer 
on  the  pipa,  or  the  Chinese  lute, 
according  to  Spencer. 


Wei  is  also  member  of  the  Silk 
Road  Ensemble,  which  is  directed 
by  famous  cellist  Yo-Yo  Ma. 

This  “Concert  and  Cuisine” 
event,  according  to  Spencer, 
“will  be  preceded  by  a  Pan- Asian 
and  American  Buffet  Brunch 
provided  by  the  JJC  Culinary 
Department.”  The  brunch  will 
take  place  at  1  pm. 

Call  (815)  280-2200  by  March 
22  for  tickets  to  the  brunch,  with 
tickets  being  $15  per  person,  but 
the  concert  still  remains  free. 

The  student  recital  series  is 
held  throughout  the  school  year 
on  Wednesdays  at  1 1  a.m.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

Fellow  JJC  student  Emilio 
Castaneda  says  that  the  students 


pick  their  own  songs  and  perform 
them  but  they  have  to  be  enrolled 
in  certain  classes  to  do  so.  Morgan 
adds  by  saying  “the  monthly 
student  recitals  feature  our  music 
majors” 

“These  students  prepare  a  piece 
of  solo  literature  and  perform  in 
our  Theatre.” 

The  recital  series  that  was  held 
on  Feb.  22  featured  a  plethora  of 
work  from  classical  composers 
such  as  Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Mozart  to  more  modem  pieces 
of  work  such  as  “Terezinha  de 
Jesus”  by  Ney  Rosauro  performed 
on  marimba  by  Noah  Kasmer. 

All  pieces  of  work  were  played 
beautifully  by  each  student 
participating  and  there  was  even 


Driving  with  a  revoked/ 
suspended  license. 

A  male  non-student  was 
charged  for  driving  with  a 
revoked/suspended  license  on 
Jan.  30. 

According  to  police  reports, 
the  individual  was  identified 
as  Edward  C.  Russell  of  Joliet, 
Ill.  He  had  been  charged  by  JJC 
Police  between  Houbolt  Road 
and  Rock  Creek  Boulevard. 

Russell  was  also  issued  three 
more  Illinois  State  Citations 
for  driving  with  one  headlamp, 
operating  an  uninsured  vehicle 
and  driving  with  expired 
registration. 

His  court  date  has  been  set  for 


March  8. 

Domestic  Battery 

Jeneque  J.  Croom-Jenkins  was 
charged  with  a  failure  to  comply 
with  JJC  Police  at  the  main  gate 
of  Centennial  Commons. 

Croom-Jenkins  of  Joliet, 
Ill.  is  a  student  and  resident  of 
Centennial  Commons,  according 
to  police  reports. 

She  was  issued  with  a  JJC 
Student  Code  for  failure  to 
identify  with  police,  failure  to 
comply  and  violation  of  college 
policy. 

She  was  also  issued  a  $50 
regulation  ticket  for  A15  for 
failure  to  comply. 


a  little  humor  by  snare  drum 
performer  Marc  Rio  as  he  said 
“and  now  for  the  noise  portion.” 

Student  recitals  are  the  perfect 
way  to  spend  an  afternoon. 
The  music  is  beautiful  and  the 
performers  are  exceptional. 

If  interested  in  performing  in 
one  of  these  recitals,  students 


only  need  to  register  for  musical 
classes.  If  looking  for  ensemble 
opportunities  rather  than  solo, 
Charles  suggests  to  enroll  in  the 
right  course. 

Ensemble  concerts  are  usually 
held  at  the  end  of  the  semester. 

The  next  student  recital  will  be 
held  on  March  29  at  1 1  a.m. 
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'Starboy'  will  send  listeners  into  orbit 


By  Malek  Clay 

Staff  Writer 

The  “Starboy”  LP  is  a  museum 
of  emotions.  The  album  led  me 
to  experience  feelings  of  love, 
passion,  paranoia  and  hope. 

The  Weeknd  is  a  Canadian 
artist  who  has  released  several 
other  studio  albums  in  the  past, 
and  is  very  well  known  in  the 
world  ofR&B. 

The  album  begins  with  the 
titular  track  “Starboy.”  From  the 
start  of  the  song.  The  Weeknd  is 
very  confident,  and  he  lets  his 
oppositions  know  he’s  the  king  of 
R&B. 

The  track  is  also  cool  because 
Daft  Punk  handles  the  production. 
The  beat  sounds  like  lasers  from 
an  alien  spaceship  mixed  with  a 
piano. 

In  addition,  the  album 
progresses  with  the  song 
“Secrets,”  which  is  a  dope  track 
because  its  gives  a  sort  of  80s 
vibes.  Much  of  the  song  is  about  a 
woman  who  can’t  commit  herself 
into  a  monogamous  relationship. 

Another  track  off  the  album  is 
about  a  girl  named  Juliet,  hence 
“Stargirl,”  with  the  song  aptly 
titled  “Stargirl  Interlude.”  The 
song  features  Lana  Del  Rey,  with 
vocals  towards  the  end  handled 
by  The  Weeknd. 

Lana  Del  Rey  paints  a  picture 
of  high-profile  relationships. 


while  The  Weeknd  finishes  her 
points  by  reiterating  that  he  wants 
“Stargirl”  to  reach  new  heights  of 
prestige. 

Furthermore,  the  song 
“Sidewalk”  gave  me  Wild  West 
vibes,  and  feelings  you  would 
get  out  of  a  blues  melody.  The 
Weeknd  delivers  polarizing 
lyrics,  including  a  few  that  stuck 
with  me,  such  as  “homeless  to 
Forbes  list.” 

“Sidewalk”  also  gives  listeners 
insight  on  The  Weeknd  pre¬ 
censored.  In  addition,  West  Coast 
artist  Kendrick  Lamar  delivers  a 
stellar  verse  about  fame. 

Another  standout  track  is  called 
“Six  Feet  Under.”  The  Weeknd 
tells  a  story  of  an  enchantress. 
Overall,  this  song  awakens  my 
trust  issues.  It  reminds  of  women 
who  have  no  morals,  and  are  only 
concerned  with  self-preservation. 

The  Weekend’s  track 
“Attention”  allows  me  to 
mentally  travel  back  into  the  year 
of  2015,  with  a  throwback  that 
was  emphasized  in  lyrics  and 
beats. 

One  of  the  tracks  on  the  LP  that 
I  was  anticipating  on  listening 
to  was  “All  I  know”  featuring 
Future. 

The  track  is  very  dark,  and 
beats  transitioning  from  verse  to 
chorus  are  very  well  executed. 
Future  steals  the  show  with  his 
verse,  which  is  a  snapshot  of  his 
past,  present  and  future. 


Currently,  my  favorite  track 
on  “Starboy”  is  “Reminder”. 
The  track  provides  a  lot  of 
bravado,  which  demonstrates  The 
Weeknd’s  invigorating  flow,  and 
prominent  lyrics. 

One  example  of  his  prominent 
lyrics  from  the  track  is  “sippin 
codeine  pore  in  my  trophy  rolling 
up  to  my  nose  bleed.” 

Some  of  my  least  favorite 
tracks  are  “Rockin”,  “Love  to 


dislike  these  tracks  because  many 
of  the  songs  lack  pathos.  However 
I  think  it’s  a  matter  of  time  before 
these  tracks  will  ultimately  grow 
on  me. 

Two  outstanding  tracks  vocally 
are  “Die  For  You”  and  “I  Feel  it 
Coming.”  The  Weeknd’s  style 
gives  me  recollections  of  a  Prince 
song  called  “Beautiful  Ones.” 

The  Weeknd  lets  all  of  his  real 
feelings  come  to  surface,  and 
doesn’t  hide  his  passion  for  his 


beloved.  In  “I  Feel  it  Coming,” 
The  Weeknd  at  times  sounds 
identical  to  Michael  Jackson. 
The  Weeknd  singing  in  a  falsetto 
definitely  pays  tribute  to  the 
legend. 

The  album  “Starboy”  will 
allow  The  Weekend  continue  his 
reign  as  one  of  the  R&B  kings 
of  this  generation.  “Starboy”  is 
a  great  follow  up  to  his  albums 
“Kissland”  and  “Beauty  Behind 
the  Madness.” 


Lay”  and  “A  Lonely  Night.”  I 
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/For  Honor'  is  worth  all  your  silver  pennies 


BY  IAREK  MARTINEZ 


Co-Editor 

“For  Honor”  is  finally 
something  new,  and  part  of  the 
surprise  comes  from  the  addictive 
combat  system. 

In  the  game,  players  start  out 
by  picking  from  three  factions, 
which  include  vikings,  samurai, 
and  the  knights.  The  choice  is  not 
as  difficult  as  it  sounds,  as  every 
other  faction  be  unlocked  via  in¬ 
game  currency. 

From  these  three  factions,  there 
are  several  different  classes  of 
fighters,  which  provide  them  with 
different  combo  trees,  weapons 
and  special  abilities  they  can  use 
in  the  battlefield. 

Combat  have  both  offensive 
and  defensive  maneuvers  that 
have  different  layers  of  complex 
skills,  that  can  be  combined  and 
mastered  to  their  fullest  potential. 

In  short,  this  is  a  difficult 
game,  especially  to  those  who  are 
not  traditionally  use  to  fighting 
games  like  “Soul  Calibur,” 
“Tekken,”  and  to  some  degree, 
the  Assasin’s  Creed  games,  which 
is  not  surprising  considering  the 
publisher. 

Patience  is  definitely  one  trait 
that  the  player  should  have  in 
order  to  see  how  waiting  to  strike 
can  be  the  better  option. 

Every  decision,  and  every 
missed  opportunity  is  detrimental 
on  whether  you  win  or  lose. 

There  are  three  directions  to 


where  you  can  block  attacks,  and 
vice  versa.  The  complexity  comes 
from  counter,  grabs,  pitfalls, 
bleed  moves,  and  moving  strikes 
that  can  be  utilized  differently 
dependent  on  which  fighter  you 
are  using. 

Thankfully,  the  learning  curve 
is  not  too  steep,  as  the  game  is 
able  to  provide  dozens  of  options 
in  terms  of  free  training  with  AI, 
or  tutorials  on  key  moves.  In  fact, 
the  AI  is  actually  very  formidable. 
They  seem  to  always  be  a  few 
steps  ahead  of  a  player  and  serve 
to  be  just  as  great  practice  as 
facing  real  opponents. 

“For  Honor”  provides  single¬ 
player  and  multiplayer  game 
modes,  with  a  greater  emphasis 
on  the  multiplayer  experience. 


Starting  with  the  campaign 
mode,  the  story  of  “For  Honor” 
has  its  heart  in  the  right  place,  but 
will  likely  be  the  least  played  part 
of  the  game  without  the  company 
of  other  player.  Perhaps  the  idea 
of  understanding  why  the  greatest 
warriors  from  different  time 
periods  are  fighting  needed  to 
have  some  kind  of  logic. 

Although  the  presentation  is 
nice,  with  knights  storming  a 
castle  or  some  vikings  entering 
into  a  samurai  temple,  the 
dialogue  and  characters  are  not 
too  memorable.  I  mean,  most  of 
them  are  wearing  helmets,  so  it’s 
really  hard  to  feel  too  much. 

Like  Ubisoft’s  Rainbow  Six 
Siege  the  multiplayer  experience 
is  only  as  fun  as  the  mechanics 


and  gameplay,  which  once 
again  works  under  their  favor. 
Players  can  choose  from  three 
basic  modes,  a  standard  death 
match,  capture  the  points,  and 
elimination. 

Much  of  the  combat  serves 
itself  very  well  on  the  one-on- 
one  duels  and  two-on-twos,  but 
eight  player  team  match-ups  can 
feel  a  bit  unfair.  Sure,  the  combat 
system  provides  counters  and 
blocks  when  others  are  attempting 
to  attack,  but  a  four-on-one  is  a 
definite  slaughter. 

Of  course,  those  who  master 
many  of  the  mechanics  could 
probably  nail  the  odds  to  their 
favor,  but  many  of  the  matches 
I  have  experienced  usually  end 
with  four  players  ganging  up  on 


Photo  courtesy  ofubisoft 
one  player  after  the  rest  of  the 
team  is  eliminated. 

As  limited  as  the  multiplayer 
options  seem,  the  combat 
and  mastery  of  the  game  will 
definitely  keep  players  invested, 
as  well  as  plenty  of  unlockables, 
that  can  be  bought  with  the  in¬ 
game  currency  received  in  a 
majority  of  the  game’s  modes. 

Ubisoft  also  will  keep  its 
word  in  providing  everyone  with 
free  downloadable  content,  so 
expect  monthly  updates  that  will 
hopefully  keep  the  game  fresh. 

“For  Honor”  is  worth  a  shot, 
considering  the  work  put  out 
for  it,  and  a  great  treat  for  those 
dealing  with  first-person  shooter 
withdrawal. 


To  RSVP  for  the  open  house  go  to 
www.elmhurst.edu/openhouse 


YOU  BELONG  HERE 

Elmhurst  College  welcomes  more  than  300  transfer  students  every  year.  We 
know  what  transfer  students  want  and  need— and  we’re  committed  to  your 
success.  We’ll  help  you  identify  your  goals,  discover  your  world  and  reach 
your  potential. 

A  TOP  10  COLLEGE 

Elmhurst  is  one  of  the  top  10  colleges  in  the  Midwest,  according  to  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report.  We’re  a  great  value,  too.  Money  and  Forbes  magazines  rank 
Elmhurst  among  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all  transfer  students 
receive  scholarship  support. 


Elmhurst  is  coming 
to  Joliet  Junior  College! 

Wednesday,  April  12 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

D  Concourse,  near  the  office  of 
Student  Activities 


AN  EASY  COMMUTE 

Our  campus  is  close  to  several  major  highways,  and  a  few  blocks  away 
from  the  Elmhurst  Metra  station. 

A  SMOOTH  TRANSITION 

We’ll  offer  you  credit  for  work  you’ve  already  done.  We  can  even  evaluate 
your  credits  before  you  apply. 

FAST-TRACK  OPTIONS 

Finish  your  degree  on  the  fast  track!  Degree-completion  programs  in 
business  administration,  information  technology  and  psychology  help 
you  reach  your  goals  in  less  time. 

LEARN  MORE 

Get  started  on  your  future  by  contacting  us  today! 


BEST 

COLLEGES 

cisiisis 

*  REGCNAL UNVERSdlES 

BEST  VALUE 
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Elmhurst 

College 


Office  of  Admission 
190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 


(630)  617-3400 

admit@elmhurst.edu 

www.elmhurst.edu/transfer 
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'I  Decided'  preaches  to  success 


By  becca  Dvorak 

Staff  Writer 

The  CW  has  yet  again  set  high 
school  expectations  very-  well 
high. 

With  the  channel’s  brand  new 
series  “Riverdale”  instantly 
becoming  a  hit,  teen  fans  might 
feel  as  though  they  aren’t  truly 
experiencing  high  school  in  a 
memorable  fashion. 

The  new  series  involves 
murder,  confusing  love  triangles, 
a  catty-head  cheerleader,  secretive 
student/teacher  relationships,  and 
since  its  television,  everyone  is 
aggressively  good-looking. 

Introducing  the  characters 
seems  kind  of  pointless  since 
everyone  is  already  familiar  with 
them. 

Or  at  least  we  thought  we 
were.  “Riverdale”  is  based  off  of 
the  infamous  characters  from  the 
classic  Archie  comics. 

But  like  every  spin-off,  there’s 
a  twist.  Archie  is  still  the  ginger 
main-man  with  a  plan,  but  he’s 
suddenly  become  the  hunk,  has  a 
talent  for  writing  songs,  and  may 
or  may  not  be  sleeping  with  his 
music  teacher. 

Betty,  of  course,  is  still  the 
smart,  blonde,  all-American 
girl  next  door,  but  later  proves 
there  are  some  sinister  thoughts 
parading  around  in  that  sweet 
little  head  of  hers  that  we  are  all 
craving  to  see. 


The  spoiled,  rich,  and  snippy 
girl  with  a  daddy-issues  persona 
still  belongs  to  Veronica.  Yet  this 
is  where  the  similarities  with  the 
comic  book  end. 

Kevin  Keller  has  become  the 
gay  best  friend  full  of  wisdom, 
charisma,  and  snarky  backhand 
comments  and  a  questionable 
loathing  for  Veronica. 

The  lovable  Jughead  is  no 
longer  the  pig  headed,  crown 
wearing  idiot  of  the  group,  but 
the  dark  and  mysterious  friend 
with  a  knack  for  writing  and  the 
determination  to  solve  a  murder. 

These  characters,  known 
by  millions,  have  all  suddenly 
been  given  shady,  bitter  secrets 
that  will  hopefully  be  revealed 
throughout  the  show. 

The  series  gives  a  noir 
meets  Twin  Peaks  vibe,  while 
still  providing  the  audience 
with  healthy  doses  of  drama, 
questionable  brother-sister 

relationships,  and  musical  icons 
Josie  and  the  Pussycats. 

What  else  is  needed  for  a  hit 
series? 

If  you’re  looking  for  more 
excitement,  mystery,  romance 
and  50s  diner  small  talk,  then 
Riverdale  should  already  be 
recording  on  your  DVR. 

Starting  every  Thursday  at  8 
p.m.  on  The  CW,  “Riverdale”  is 
definitely  the  show  to  catch  up 
on.  Did  I  mention  Luke  Perry 
stars  in  it? 


BY  MALEK  CLAY 
Staff  Writer 

The  premise  of  the  album,  “I 
Decided,”  is  Big  Sean  is  now  an 
old  man  who  gets  a  second  chance 
at  life.  The  older  Big  Sean  guides 
and  gives  advice  to  the  younger 
version  of  himself. 

The  premise  gives  the  album  a 
“Back  to  the  Future”  theme.  The 
album  begins  with  the  skit  called 
“Intro,”  which  explains  all  his 
regrets,  which  reminds  me  not  to 
take  life  for  granted. 

The  first  song  on  the  LP  is 
called  “Light”  which  features 
Chicago  artist  Jeremih. 

In  the  track  “Light,”  Big  Sean 
discusses  adversity  that  affects 
the  black  community.  The  “Light” 
is  very  inspirational.  It  lets  me 
know  even  with  the  worst  hand  in 
the  world,  I  can  still  win. 

The  next  track  on  album  is 
called  “Bounce  Back.”  The 
beat  gives  me  a  dark  Halloween 
feeling.  The  message  of  the 
song  is  you  to  have  lose  a  battle 
in  order  to  win  the  war.  In  the 
standout  lyrics  on  “Bounce  Back” 
Sean  states  “If  lose  one  I  bounced 
back  two,  three,  with  four  five.” 

The  fifth  track  on  the  album 
has  me  lost  for  words  except  two: 
“No  Favors.”  In  the  song  “No 
Favors,”  Sean  is  very  self-assured 
and  explains  in  the  track  how  he 
has  become  self-made,  and  no 
longer  requires  any  apologies.  In 
addition,  “No  Favors”  features  a 
lyrically  dream-like  verse  from 
Eminem. 


The  song  “Moves”  is  a  burst  of 
energy,  and  the  beat  sounds  like 
a  90s  video  game.  It’s  all  about 
staying  focused  on  your  goals. 

The  followed  up  track  to 
“Move”s  is  called  “Same  time, 
Pt.l,”  which  features  Twenty  88. 
Twenty  88  is  a  group  that  consists 
of  Big  Sean  and  Jhene  Aiko,  who 
sing  in  a  duet. 

This  song  overwhelms  my  soul 
with  passion  and  tempts  me  to  do 
wrong  things  for  the  right  person. 
In  the  track  “Owe  Me,”  Big  Sean 
recaps  a  relationship  that  went 
badly. 

Anyone  who  has  been  in  a 
relationship  can  relate  to  this 
song.  This  song  for  anyone  who 
has  been  in  a  relationship  and 
feels  like  they  have  given  100 
percent  While  their  significant 
other  has  given  less  than  50 
percent  towards  the  relationship. 

The  most  cerebral  tracks  on 
“I  Decided”  are  a  two  part  track 
called  “Voices  in  my  Head/  Stick 
to  the  Plan.” 

“Voices  in  my  Head”  is  surreal 
because  Big  Sean’s  subconscious 
is  talking  to  him.  I  can  relate  to 
this  song,  for  I  have  an  internal 
monologue  going  on  in  my  head, 
just  like  JD  from  “Scrubs”. 

The  second  part  of  the  track  is 
called  “Stick  to  Plan”.  Sean  gives 
himself  a  pep  talk  and  tough  love. 

I  agree  with  the  concept  of  tough 
love  because  sometimes  you  have 
be  brutally  honest  with  yourself 
in  order  to  change  your  life. 

In  the  song  “Inspire  Me” 
Sean  gives  his  mother  an  early 
Mother’s  Day  present  on  the 


song. 

Sean  pays  homage  to  her  on 
the  track  by  acknowledging  all 
his  mother’s  attributes.  Sean 
speaking  about  his  mother  mirror 
images  of  my  own  mother  as 
my  role  model  growing  up.  This 
song  is  art  and  Sean  displays  his 
mother  as  his  Venus  de  Milo. 

The  final  track  is  “Bigger 
Than  Me.”  This  is  my  favorite 
song  on  album,  and  features  the 
Flint  Choir.  The  song  is  based  on 
how  ast  year  in  Flint,  Michigan 
had  lead  in  their  water  supply, 
hence  why  Big  Sean  had  The 
Flint  Chozen  Choir  &  Starrah 
featuring. 

I  love  this  song  because  Big 
Sean  tells  youth  of  Michigan  to 
work  hard  and  to  follow  your 
dreams.  The  Flint  Chozen  Choir 
&  Starrah  vocals  make  me  want 
to  make  a  difference  in  my 
community. 

The  album  “I  Decided”  had  lots 
of  witty  and  thought  provoking 
punchlines.  Some  quotable  lines 
include  “We  making  moves  like 
Quentin  Tarantino  like  J.J  Abrams 
like  Charming  Tatum,  like  Jason 
Statham,  and  everything  around 
me  gold  like  I  just  practiced 
alchemy.” 

Some  more  quotable  lyrics  that 
Sean  states  are  “I  took  hand  gave 
me  and  played  the  Donald  Trump 
card.” 

The  most  important  thing  I 
take  from  “I  Decided”  is  that  my 
choices  are  my  own,  and  that 
seems  to  resonate  throughout  the 
entire  album. 


Cole  Sprouse  In  Riverdale  Photo  courtesy  ofcominsoon 

'Riverdale':  another 
success  for  the  CW 
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'Lego  Batman'  puts  the  pieces  together 


Photo  courtesy  of  Forbes 


BY  |ARJEK  MARTINEZ 

Co-Editor 

“The  Lego  Batman  Movie”  is 
one  of  the  funniest  comedies  so 
far  this  year  that  can  appeal  to 
comic  book  enthusiasts,  children 
and  any  viewer  alike. 

Joker,  voiced  by  Zach 
Galifianakis,  threatens  to  destroy 
Gotham  City  in  order  to  prove  to 
Batman,  voiced  by  Will  Arnett, 
that  he  is  his  greatest  supervillain. 

Serving  as  a  spin-off  to  “The 
Lego  Movie,”  the  film  takes 
place  in  the  Batman  franchise. 
Simplicity  serves  well  into  the 
movie’s  premise,  but  so  much  of 
the  intricate  3D  animation  is  just 
as  fresh  as  it  was  the  first  time 
around. 

Seeing  giant  Batman  themed 
vehicles  dog-fighting  in  the  sky 
and  millions  of  Lego  bricks 
flying  and  being  utilized  in  the 
environment  doesn’t  get  old. 

Even  with  an  interesting  style 
and  simple  premise,  much  of  the 
story  and  writing  is  still  really 
strong.  Every  line  works  as 
either  a  punchline,  a  reference  to 
Batman,  or  both. 

Even  with  the  original 
directors  for  “The  Lego  Movie” 
serving  as  mere  producers,  we 
get  an  incredible  look  at  what 
Chris  McKay  can  do  with  the 
film. 

With  a  resume  of  animated 


works  including  “Robot 
Chicken”  and  “Moral  Orel,” 
McKay  helms  a  more  kid- 
friendly  film  that  still  throws 
a  few  laughs  over  to  adults. 

Much  of  the  pacing  also 
blends  well  with  the  humor, 
as  each  plot  point  serves  a 
purpose  while  also  keeping 
things  from  ever  feeling 
monotonous  or  boring. 

On  the  other  hand,  much 
of  the  moments  that  it  takes 
to  breathe  some  life  into 
the  characters  also  feels  just 


as  natural.  Nothing  ever  feels 
dumbed  down  for  children,  and 
some  emotions  conveyed  by  these 
tiny  brick  characters  helps  create 
a  form  of  self-reflection. 

Whether  a  fan  of  anything 
Batman  or  not,  the  film  makes 
sure  to  make  every  character 
relatable  in  some  way.  It  doesn’t 
want  to  isolate  anyone  from  the 
experience,  in  fact  the  film  may 
create  more  fans  for  those  curious 
enough  to  want  to  understand 
the  Easter  eggs  riddled  in  every 
scene. 


For  those  involved  in  the  DC 
film  universe,  expect  plenty  of 
jokes  that  are  at  the  expense 
of  any  superhero  film  Warner 
Brothers  have  been  releasing. 

The  doom  and  gloom 
from  the  likes  of  “Dawn  of 
Justice”  or  “Man  of  Steel”  is 
mocked,  and  the  film  appears 
to  be  addressing  itself  as  the 
antithesis  of  DC  movies. 

The  entire  cast  is  just  as 
colorful  and  entertaining  as 
ever,  with  Arnett  serving  as  the 
titular  character  with  enough 


energy  to  fill  the  entire  time  of 
the  film. 

Galifianakis  also  was  a 
surprise  in  portraying  the 
clown  prince  of  crime,  who  not 
only  brought  some  laughs,  but 
also  conveying  a  fun  dynamic 
between  him  and  Arnett  that 
feels  fresh  into  the  world  of 
Batman. 

With  child-like  imagination 
and  a  heart  in  the  right  place, 
“The  Lego  Batman  Movie”  is 
funny,  emotional  and  fantastic 
to  watch. 
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Why  transfer  to  Concordia-Chicago? 

Affordable  cost.  Every  full-time  transfer  student  receives  a 
scholarship  of  up  to  $15,000  upon  admission  to  CUC. 

Personal  attention.  You'll  make  one-on-one  connections 
with  professors  who  advise  and  mentor  you. 

Ideal  location.  Just  10  miles  west  of  downtown  Chicago, 
great  opportunities  for  internships  and  jobs  are  nearby. 

A  simple  transfer.  Your  personal  admission  counselor  will 
guide  you  through  every  step  of  the  transfer  process. 


CAMPUS  VISIT  DAYS 

Saturday,  April  1  (Admitted  Students  only) 

Saturday,  April  29  (Open  to  transfer  students  interested 
in  enrolling  for  Spring  2018  or  later  semesters) 

WALK-IN  WEDNESDAYS  AT  CUC 

Take  advantage  of  our  instant  admission  option, 
available  just  for  transfer  students,  every  Wednesday 
in  April  and  June  from  1  -  6  p.m. 
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'Santa  Clarita  Diet'  is  the  fresh  meat  on  Netflix 
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AURORA  UNIVERSITY 

Visit  campus  to  learn  more  about  our  programs,  discuss  financial 
aid  options,  meet  with  faculty  and  connect  with  current  students. 


Office  of  Admission  and  Financial  Aid 

347  S.  Gladstone  Ave.  |  Aurora,  IL  60506  |  630-844-5533 
admission@aurora.edu  |  aurora.edu/transfer 
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is  rapid-fire  when  it  comes  to 
jokes,  but  also  getting  the  sense 
that  there  always  appears  to  be 
conflict  between  the  two  on  what 
they  believe  is  right. 

So  many  shows  nowadays 
makes  it  clear  that  the  couple  will 
be  happy  no  matter  what,  and  it 
plays  off  very  sappy  and  shrill, 
as  if  to  beat  the  viewers  over  the 
head  with  it. 

However,  given  the  premise 
and  the  things  Joel  must  do  for 
the  love  of  his  life,  he  serves  as 
the  more  emotional  and  mentally 
unstable  character  in  the  situation, 
while  Sheila  is  more  aware  and 
has  some  control  of  who  she  has 
become. 

Heck,  their  personality  traits 
even  change  over  the  course  of  an 
entire  episode. 

Gee,  it’s  kind  of  like  the  writers 
for  the  show  wanted  to  make  real 
people,  characters  that  are  not 
perfect  in  every  way.  It  really  isn’t 
about  the  humor  first  because  the 
characters  are  always  the  first 
thing  they  bring  out. 

Humor  is  definitely  not 
secondary  in  terms  of  quality, 
however. 

As  mentioned  before,  great 
timing  and  characters  build 
amazing  gorey  humor  and 
cannibalistic  comedy  that  never 
seems  excessive  given  the 
premise. 

Viewers  should  note,  however, 
that  eating  any  kind  of  meat  or 


food  during  the  show  is  probably 
not  the  wisest  decision. 

With  blood,  vomit  and  viscera, 
much  of  the  effects  for  the  show 
are  incredible,  but  they  are  still 
played  out  as  props  that  makes  it 
funny  on  any  level. 

Aside  from  much  of  the  dark 
humor,  every  joke  hits  like  a 
machine  gun.  Banter  between 
characters  flows  so  well  and 
so  fast  that  every  sentence  is 
sure  to  provide  laughs.  Some 
ongoing  jokes  even  come  back 
to  demonstrate  parallels  or  cite 
important  plot  points  that  are  still 
as  funny  the  second  time. 

Of  course,  so  much  of  what  is 
done  right  in  this  show  is  not  a 
surprise,  considering  the  director 
for  the  first  two  episodes  is  Ruben 
Fleischer,  who  directed  the  movie 
Zombieland. 

Showrunner,  and  executive 
producer,  Victor  Fresco,  also 
provides  the  wit  and  direction 
the  show  takes,  which  is  also  no 
surprise  since  he  has  been  known 
for  shows  like  “ALF”  and  “My 
Name  is  Earl.” 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  cast,  they 
are  just  as  great  as  the  leads.  No 
one  ever  seems  to  stick  out  of  their 
own  beat,  yet  they  intricately  exist 
within  the  show’s  story.  They’re 
funny  when  they  need  to  be,  and 
ridiculous  when  needed  to  be. 

With  guest  stars  like  Patton 
Oswalt  and  Nathan  Fillion,  they 
never  take  over  episodes,  and 


By  Jarek.  Martinez 


Co-Editor 


With  sitcoms  like  “Man 
Seeking  Woman”  and  “Son 
of  Zorn,”  creating  subversive 
but  humorous  shows  based 
on  ridiculous  premises  can  be 
successful.  “Santa  Clarita  Diet” 
makes  all  of  that  look  effortless. 

Married  couple  Sheila 
(Drew  Barrymore)  and  Joel 
(Timothy  Olyphant)  are  two 
real  estate  agents  who  appear 
to  have  a  normal  life,  until 
Sheila  undergoes  a  strange 
transformation  that  makes  her  a 
zombie. 

Of  course,  this  show  has 
a  different  interpretation  of 
the  undead,  with  Sheila  still 
relatively  human,  but  is  unable 
to  feel  pain,  has  almost  no  self- 
control  of  her  desires  and  craving 
human  flesh. 

Much  of  the  show’s  premise 
obviously  revolves  around 
dark  humor,  something  that  is 
difficult  to  capture  without  two 
things:  characters  and  timing. 

The  show  takes  its  time  to 
introduce  characters,  giving 
them  each  a  unique  voice  in 
the  situations  that  they  must 
undertake,  especially  when 
Sheila  must  continue  eating 
humans  to  survive. 

Chemistry  between  the  lead 
roles,  Olyphant  and  Barrymore, 
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blend  well  into  the  story. 

What  makes  the  humor  work, 
whether  involving  gore  or 
dialogue,  feels  very  self-aware,  as 
if  every  line  feels  improvised  and 
on  the  spot.  Even  as  a  detractor 
of  improv  comedy,  much  of  it 
feels  genuine  and  it  works  well 
to  provide  subtle  perspective  into 
each  character. 


By  the  end  of  the  last  episode, 
the  show  was  able  to  provide 
incredible  insight  into  families, 
and  was  definitely  tugging 
heartstrings. 

Laughs  and  smiles  from  gore 
is  something  that  rarely  serves 
as  reason  to  watch  a  show,  but 
“Santa  Clarita  Diet”  pulls  it  off 
perfectly. 
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'John  Wick  T  back  with  vengeance 


By  [arjek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

“John  Wick:  Chapter  2”  is  the 
smartest  sequel  to  an  action  film 
in  a  long  time. 

Taking  place  a  few  days  after 
the  events  of  the  first  movie 
John,  played  by  Keanu  Reeves, 
is  once  again  pulled  back  into 
the  underworld  of  hitmen  and 
assassins  in  order  to  continue 
living,  and  perhaps  one  day  have 
a  peaceful  life. 

Much  of  its  success  stems  from 
dedication  and  giving  everybody 
what  they  want  from  the  original 
film. 

Sure,  bigger  is  better,  but  one 
thing  sequels  tend  to  do  is  walk 
the  same  familiar  beat  that  the 
first  film  did  while  creating  a 
slightly  different  plotline.  “John 
Wick:  Chapter  2”  refuses  to  be 
that  sequel. 

The  aforementioned  dedication 
comes  from  Reeves  as  the  titular 
role,  who  did  several  months  of 
firearm  and  martial  arts  training 
in  order  to  continue  portraying 
the  experienced  assassin. 

Reeves  feels  incredibly 
comfortable  in  an  all-black  suit 
while  performing  some  incredible 
stunt  work  and  fighting  that  feels 
real  and  dramatic.  I  say  dramatic 
because  Reeves  is  a  master  in  the 
art  of  body  language. 


Much  of  the  character  of  John 
Wick  is  just  as  engaging  as  he  was 
in  the  previous  film.  We  have  a 
man  who  after  re-entering  his  old 
life  must  now  face  the  conflicts 
that  he  thought  he  left  in  the  past. 

The  action  only  serves  to 
heighten  the  stakes  as  John  faces 
off  in  multiple  gunfights,  car 
chases  and  street  brawls.  The 
action  is  powerful  and  smooth, 
and  the  only  difference  in  this 
sequel  is  that  there  is  so  much 
more. 

Director  Chad  Stahelski,  who 
also  directed  the  first  film,  knows 
how  action  should  be  directed, 
and  the  style  that  evokes  the  film 
mixes  fighting  with  guns  in  such 
a  realistic  manner  that  much  of 
what  Reeves  pulls  offs  seems 
possible. 

Every  punch  is  heard  and  seen, 
no  tricks.  Every  grapple  and 
reversal  connects  well,  and  every 
gunshot  is  loud.  The  camera  is 
still  during  a  no-holds  barred 
fight,  but  several  shots  have  the 
audience  following  John  as  he 
slaughters  several  dozens  of 
goons,  every  bullet  counts. 

No  film  manipulation,  no  filter 
screens  and  no  slow-motion. 
The  action  is  clear  and  fantastic, 
which  is  why  it  becomes  slightly 
irritating  when  other  films  get 
away  with  fight  scenes  that  are 
lazily  edited  and  hampered  down. 


Reeves  may  be  giving  his 
best  effort  in  the  film,  but  many 
other  moments  come  from  the 
supporting  cast.  We  get  a  few 
brief  appearances  from  John 
Leguizamo,  Lance  Reddick  and 
lan  McShane,  reprising  their  roles 
from  the  first  film  while  also 
expanding  some  of  the  lore  in  the 
film’s  society  of  assassins. 

Some  newcomers  that  give  out 
some  surprising  performances 
include  Chicago-born  rapper 
Common,  who  plays  a  rival 
assassin  attempting  to  take  out 
Reeves.  His  fight  scenes  and 
quips  made  him  hold  himself  on 
par  with  the  other  actors. 

Laurence  Fishbume  makes  an 
enthusiastic  reunion  with  Reeves 
since  the  Matrix  Trilogy,  and 
although  his  appearance  is  brief, 
he  is  able  to  make  an  incredible 
impression  on  the  time  he  was  on¬ 
screen. 

As  action  and  the  plot  drew 
into  this  tense  thriller,  the  film 
looks  and  sounds  flawless.  Sure, 
some  of  the  retreads  may  seem 
a  bit  forced  but  the  entire  film 
adds  more  to  the  story  and  makes 
sure  to  be  a  crowd  pleaser  from 
beginning  to  end. 

These  films  will  hopefully  steer 
more  directors  in  understanding 
how  action  can  flow  well  with  a 
story,  and  how  one  hitman  in  a 
suit  is  still  as  alluring  as  ever. 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 

Athletes  enter  the  political  arena 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

Throughout  the  modem 
history  of  sports,  athletes  have 
mostly  been  viewed  as  simply 
entertainers.  The  socially 
conscious  athlete  has  been  a 
rarity  in  the  past,  with  obvious 
exceptions  of  figures  like 
Muhammad  Ali  and  Bill  Russell. 

Many  people  don’t  want  to 
take  athletes’  opinions  seriously. 
There  is  the  false  assessment  that 
athletes  are  not  intelligent  enough 
to  have  viable  opinions.  But 
luckily,  athletes  today  are  putting 
that  assertion  to  rest. 

There  has  been  an  unusually 
high  number  of  high-profile 


athletes  making  political 
statements  or  taking  political 
stands,  making  good  use  of  their 
platforms  as  celebrities.  Athletes’ 
intelligence  is  still  disregarded, 
but  this  is  a  line  of  thought 
that  seems  to  be  on  the  path  to 
extinction. 

The  politically  uncertain  times 
we  are  living  in  have  forced 
everyone  to  be  more  socially 
and  politically  aware.  Television 
shows  are  often  dipping  into  the 
political  realm  for  material.  The 
music  community  is  seeing  a  high 
number  of  protest  songs. 

Movies  are  making  statements 
that  seem  to  clash  with  the 
policies  of  the  president.  People 
who  are  looking  for  places  to 
escape  from  political  news  are 
running  out  of  places  to  go,  and 
now  athletes  seem  to  be  jumping 
on  the  bureaucratic  bandwagon. 

The  first  wave  of  athletes  to 
speak  up  seemed  to  come  mostly 
from  the  NBA.  It  started  on  Nov. 
9,  the  day  after  the  election. 
Detroit  Pistons  head  coach  Stan 
Van  Gundy  felt  the  need  to  speak 
out  on  the  results. 

“We  have  just  thrown  a  good 
part  of  our  population  under  the 
bus,  and  I  have  problems  with 
thinking  that  this  is  where  we  are 
as  a  country,”  he  said  to  reporters. 
He  also  called  out  Trump  as 
“openly  and  brazenly  racist  and 


misogynistic  and  ethnic-centric.” 

Another  coach  spoke  up  two 
days  later:  Gregg  Popovich  of  the 
San  Antonio  Spurs. 

“I’m  a  rich  white  guy,  and 
I’m  sick  to  my  stomach  thinking 
about  it,”  said  Popovich  during 
a  sermon  that  lasted  over  six 
minutes.  “I  can’t  imagine  being  a 
Muslim  right  now,  or  a  woman,  or 
an  African-American,  a  Hispanic, 
a  handicapped  person,  how 
disenfranchised  they  might  feel.” 

These  are  pointed  words 
coming  from  two  well-respected 
men  in  the  world  of  basketball. 
Many  NBA  players  spoke  out  as 
well,  many  of  them  star  players. 

When  Trump  passed  his 
controversial  immigration  ban, 
Toronto  Raptors  star  Kyle  Lowry 
gave  reporters  a  vulgar  response. 
He  was  asked  if  he  could  clean  it 
up  a  bit,  but  rejected  the  idea. 

“Y’all  gotta  bleep  that  out. 
That’s  how  I  feel  about  it.” 

LeBron  James  has  also 
been  vocal  about  his  disdain 
for  Trump  for  some  time,  and 
openly  supported  Hillary  Clinton 
during  the  election.  He  also  had 
comments  about  the  immigration 
policies. 

“I  am  not  in  favor  of  this  policy 
or  any  policy  that  divides  and 
excludes  people,”  said  James. 
He  has  been  at  the  forefront  of 
changing  the  image  of  athletes. 


From  his  political  involvement  to 
his  philanthropy  to  his  business 
ventures,  he  has  emerged  as  a 
leader  of  this  paradigm  shift. 

Steph  Curry  took  his  Trump 
criticism  to  a  different  level.  He 
openly  criticized  remarks  made 
by  Kevin  Plank,  the  CEO  of 
Under  Armour,  who  sponsors 
Curry.  Plank  called  Trump  an 
“asset.”  Curry  was,  of  course, 
asked  about  it. 

“I  agree  with  the  description,” 
he  said,  “if  you  remove  the  ‘et’ 
from  asset.” 

Political  stances  aren’t  limited 
to  the  NBA,  although  they  have 
been  the  most  vocal  league.  Many 
members  of  the  recent  Super 
Bowl  champion  New  England 
Patriots  have  announced  that 
they  are  boycotting  the  team’s 
imminent  trip  to  the  Trump  White 
House. 

Tight  end  Martellus  Bennett 
even  announced  his  plans  before 
the  Super  Bowl  took  place.  He 
was  not  the  only  Patriot  to  make 
such  a  stance.  The  total  number  of 
players  not  attending  had  reached 
six,  and  may  still  rise. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  Patriots 
quarterback  Tom  Brady,  coach 
Bill  Belichick  and  owner  Robert 
Kraft  are  all  friends  of  Trump, 
and  have  supported  him. 

Brady  even  drew  criticism  for 
not  visiting  the  Obama  White 


House  after  the  Patriots’  last 
championship,  although  he  has 
denied  any  political  motivation. 

I  doubt  that  this  had  any  effect 
on  the  players’  decisions.  Merely 
on  its  own,  it  is  no  small  decision 
to  forego  a  chance  to  visit  a  place 
as  historic  as  the  White  House. 

The  Chicago  Cubs  did  visit 
the  White  House,  but  made  a 
point  to  get  in  before  Trump  took 
office.  Luckily  for  them,  team 
chair  member  Laura  Ricketts 
was  very  supportive  of  Obama’s 
administration,  and  he  invited 
them  in  early. 

As  far  as  political  statements 
go,  this  one  was  pretty  mild.  But  it 
certainly  fits  the  trend  of  athletes 
becoming  more  politically 
conscious. 

Maybe  this  is  only  a  temporary 
trend  spurred  on  by  the  political 
uncertainty  and  unrest  that  has 
recently  been  thrust  upon  us,  or 
maybe  this  is  something  bigger. 

Perhaps  we  are  in  a  golden  age 
of  socially  and  politically  aware 
athletes. 

They  are  capable  of 
influencing  public  opinion  with 
their  positions,  especially  the 
perspectives  of  young  people. 
Whether  you  lean  left  or  right,  we 
should  all  agree  that  having  all 
people  aware  of  current  events  is 
objectively  good. 
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Wolves  from  page  1 


Wolves  guard  Richie  Elias 
was  fouled  driving  to  the  rim. 
Stormers  head  coach,  Randy 
Casey,  took  exception  to  the 
referee’s  foul  call.  Casey  was 
irate,  walking  half  way  onto  the 
court,  and  was  subsequently 
issued  a  technical  foul. 

The  technical  foul  called 
on  Casey  seemed  to  spark 
something  in  his  team.  Following 
the  Wolves  free  throws,  down  11- 
4,  the  Stormers  went  on  a  13-0 
run,  spanning  over  six  minutes. 
The  run  was  finally  broken  by 
a  Mitchell  Kwasigroch  and-1 
layup. 

For  the  first  time  in  several 
games  the  Wolves  found 
themselves  playing  from  behind, 
17-14  with  just  under  9  minutes 
left  in  the  first  half. 

“It’s  a  game  of  runs,”  said 
Wolves  head  coach  Joe  Kuhn. 
“If  they’ve  got  a  run  going  we’ve 
got  to  do  everything  within  our 
power  to  stop  that  run.  Whether 
its  finding  a  way  to  get  a  stop,  get 
an  easy  bucket,  get  fouled  and  get 
to  the  line.” 

The  game  remained  tight 
throughout  the  first  half.  The 
Wolves  started  to  get  their 
rhythm  back  with  about  two 
minutes  left  in  the  half.  Back-to- 
back  3-pointers  by  Brooks  and 
Kaveon  Rogers  gave  the  Wolves 
a  six-point  lead,  32-26  with  a 
minute  to  play  in  the  half. 

The  Wolves  went  into  halftime 
leading  the  Stormers,  34-27. 

The  Wolves  came  out  of 
halftime  firing  on  all  cylinders. 
Kwasigroch  nailed  back-to-back 
3 -pointers,  which  forced  the 
Stormers  to  take  a  timeout,  and 


just  like  that  the  Wolves  were  up 
by  13,40-27. 

However,  every  time  the 
Wolves  seemed  to  pull  away,  the 
Stormers  would  keep  themselves 
in  the  game,  primarily  through 
the  3-ball. 

The  Wolves  built  a  16-point 
lead  that  was  then  trimmed  to  an 
11 -point  lead  with  13  minutes 
left.  The  Wolves  got  the  lead  back 
to  1 4  with  seven  minutes  left,  and 
then  a  little  over  a  minute  later  the 
Stormers  had  trimmed  it  to  nine, 
65-56. 

With  a  nine-point  lead,  in 
a  playoff  game,  and  only  five 
minutes  remaining,  Kuhn  was 
firm  on  maintaining  a  balanced 
offense  and  not  trying  to  slow  the 
game  down  too  much. 

“You  try  to  keep  balanced, 
there  is  still  a  lot  of  time, 
possessions  left.  I  think  if  we  can 
get  one  in  transition  we  take  it,” 
said  Kuhn.  “Otherwise  it’s  trying 
to  work  good  offense  for  a  good 
shot.  Sometimes  if  you  run  it  too 
much  you  take  your  killer  instinct 
away.” 

With  just  over  three  minutes 
left  in  the  game,  and  possibly 
their  season,  the  Stormers  were 
down  13  points.  Keeping  with 
their  “never  give  up”  mentality, 
the  Stormers  scored  eight 
unanswered  points,  forcing  the 
Wolves  to  call  a  timeout. 

With  two  minutes  left,  the 
Stormers  had  come  back  and 
made  it  a  two-possession  game, 
74-69. 

The  Wolves  missed  on  their 
field-goal  attempt  and  the 
Stormers  grabbed  the  ball  looking 
to  get  on  the  fast-break.  A  foul  by 


the  Wolves  to  disrupt  the  fast- 
break  sent  the  Stormers  to  the 
line.  Both  free  throw  attempts 
were  made  and  the  deficit  was  cut 
to  three.  This  forced  Kuhn  to  call 
another  timeout. 

Out  of  the  timeout,  the 
Stormers  stole  the  ball,  and  down 
three  points  they  were  looking 
to  cash-in  on  the  turnover.  The 
Wolves  defense  remained  poised 
and  managed  to  get  a  stop  and 
secure  the  defensive  rebound. 

Following  the  Stormers 
intentional  foul,  it  was  up  to 
Johnny  Campbell  to  step  up  to  the 
line  and  knock  down  a  free  throw 
to  make  it  a  two-possession  game. 
Campbell  knocked  down  both, 
extending  the  lead  to  five,  76-71 
with  45  seconds  left  in  the  game. 

The  Stormers  squandered  their 
next  possession,  turning  the  ball 
over  at  the  most  crucial  part  of  the 
game. 

More  free  throws  came  for  the 
Wolves,  Brooks  went  to  the  line 
and  hit  his  first  but  missed  his 
second,  putting  the  lead  at  six,  77- 
71  with  32  seconds  left. 

Once  more,  the  Stormers 
were  not  going  down  without  a 
fight.  They  came  down  the  floor 
and  nailed  a  jump-shot  with  25 
seconds  left  to  pull  within  four 
points. 

Following  another  intentional 
foul,  the  Wolves  could  only  hit 
one  of  two  free  throws  and  still 
left  the  Stormers  a  glimmer  of 
hope. 

With  13  seconds  left,  down 
five,  the  Stormers  missed  their 
final  shot  and  the  Wolves  held  on 
for  an  80-73  victory. 

The  Wolves  were  led  in  scoring. 


Richie  Elias,  2,  sets  up  Wolves  offense.  Photo  by  Leonna  Poodle 


fittingly  enough,  by  the  team’s 
leading  scorer,  Brooks,  who  put 
up  28  points  on  8-13  shooting. 
Followed  by  Kwasigroch  with  17 
and  Berhow  who  added  1 6  points 
and  11  rebounds,  notching  the 
double-double. 

Also  helping  the  cause  was 
Campbell,  who  also  added  a 
double-double  with  10  points  and 
11  rebounds. 

Brooks  came  into  the  game 
averaging  17.6  points  per  game 
over  his  last  three  games.  Brooks 
jumpstarts  the  Wolves  offense 
and  is  an  immediate  scoring 


threat  whenever  he  steps  on  the 
floor. 

“He  made  some  great  passes 
out  of  his  attack  for  some  clean 
shots.  You  need  a  guy  who  can 
get  you  points  when  you  need 
points,”  said  Kuhn  in  reference  to 
Brooks. 

The  Wolves  went  on  to  play 
the  Rock  Valley  Golden  Eagles  in 
the  semifinals  and  were  defeated 
82-78.  However,  the  Golden 
Eagles  were  defeated  in  the 
championship  game  by  the  Elgin 
Spartans. 
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JJC  student  spearheads  social  media  movement 


BY  JOE  BlELANSKi 

Staff  Writer 

The  NBA  season  is  in  full¬ 
swing.  The  Chicago  Bulls  have  a 
ton  of  talent  but  are  headed  in  the 
wrong  direction. 

They  are  off  to  a  28-29  start 
and  fighting  for  a  playoff  spot 
in  the  Eastern  Conference.  The 
current  state  of  the  Bulls  angers 
a  lot  of  fans. 

Many  fans  blame  the  Bulls 
front  office  tandem  of  General 
Manager  Gar  Forman  and 
Vice  President  of  Basketball 
Operations  John  Paxson. 

One  of  the  fans  who  has 
decided  to  do  something  is  JJC’s 
own  Matt  Gray. 

He  is  currently  a  freshman  at 
JJC  and  a  journalism  major.  He 
is  the  head  of  the  FireGarPax 
movement.  This  has  taken  over 
social  media  and  gained  traction 
with  fans  as  #FireGarPax. 

It  started  with  anger  towards 
the  organization,  and  he  has 
spoken  out  with  a  feeling  many 
Bulls  fans  share—  wanting  to  see 
change.  When  asked  about  where 
this  idea  came  from,  the  keyword 
was  timing. 

“I  had  the  right  idea  at  the  right 
time,  I  literally  struck  gold  with 
the  timing,”  Gray  said.  “I  made 
the  post,  and  it  was  my  first  on 


the  Bulls’  Reddit.  I  didn’t  see 
this  blow-up  happening,  I  didn’t 
think  people  would  actually  buy 
in.” 

But  people  began  to  see  the 
post  and  jumped  on  board. 
This  was  the  start  of  something 
bigger  than  what  he  anticipated. 

When  he  realized  that  this  was 
going  to  grow  into  something, 
he  started  to  sell  T-shirts  for 
fans  to  buy  at  popdroptees.com. 
He  has  been  keeping  up  with  the 
Reddit  to  keep  fans  updated  and 
manage  what  exactly  was  going 
on. 

He  has  gotten  support  from 
Bulls  fans  across  the  country, 
and  even  Australia.  He  has  even 
gotten  big  time  programs  to  talk 
about  this  movement,  such  as 
SportsNation  on  ESPN.  This  is 
when  it  began  to  gain  legitimacy 
and  become  a  real  thing. 

This  movement  is  something 
that  NBA  fans  can  relate  to 
because  of  the  current  landscape 
of  the  league.  There  is  an 
uneven  distribution  of  power 
and  many  front  offices  that  are 
run  poorly  and  even  overstep 
their  boundaries. 

He  has  utilized  the  internet 
to  help  create  a  following  of 
the  movement  and  get  support 
from  fan  bases  around  the 
league.  With  the  current  power 
of  the  internet,  people  can 


bring  individuals  together  for 
a  common  cause  and  make  a 
change. 

Gray  helped  spark  exactly 
what  he  wanted  to  happen. 
People  were  talking  about  it  and 
helping  it  gain  exposure.  This  is 
when  he  knew  it  was  working. 

He  has  been  interviewed  by 
The  Athletic  and  the  number  one 
sports  station  in  Chicago,  670 
The  Score.  His  movement  was 
also  featured  on  Barstool  Sports, 
and  people  started  to  recognize 
this  as  a  legitimate  thing,  not  just 
something  some  angry  fan  posted 
on  the  internet. 

To  show  the  legitimacy  about 
it,  670  even  canceled  an  interview 
with  former  Bulls  forward,  Taj 
Gibson,  to  talk  to  Gray  about  the 
movement. 

This  has  helped  Gray  in  his 
journey  to  become  a  journalist. 
He  now  has  the  exposure  and 
knows  both  sides  of  his  selected 
major.  He  said  that  his  time  at 
JJC  helped  with  the  media  and 
PR  side  of  this  when  conducting 
interviews. 

Gray  credits  his  classes  with 
preparing  him  on  how  to  handle 
this  situation.  In  his  major,  he 
doesn’t  want  this  protest  to 
define  his  studies,  but  it  has 
helped  springboard  him  into  the 
craft  and  gain  knowledge. 

With  his  time  at  the  college 


and  the  experience  gained  from 
this,  he  hopes  to  continue  his 
studies  in  journalism. 

He  hopes  to  see  change  from 
the  organization  that  so  many 
people  in  the  area  care  about. 
Supporters  of  the  movement 
can  buy  shirts  and  attend  the 
Bulls  game  on  March  4  to  help 
support  the  cause. 

Gray  started  as  a  student  at 
JJC,  and  now  is  the  head  of  a 


movement  so  many  people  care 
about.  His  time  at  the  college  has 
helped  him  throughout  this  and 
he  hopes  to  see  this  grow  even 
more. 

Students  can  expect  to  see 
him  in  the  hallways  and  showing 
support  to  the  movement,  while 
fans  hope  to  see  change  with  the 
organization  as  the  season  moves 
on. 


Photo  courtesy  of  popdroptees.com 


Wolves 

BYADAMTUMINO 


Co-Editor 

The  JJC  Men’s  Basketball 
team  has  continued  to  compete 
and  win,  following  the  formula 
of  previous  seasons.  Although 
their  season  ended  in  the  Region 
IV  Semifinals,  the  program  has 
constructed  an  atmosphere  of 
winning  that  has  been  in  place  for 
over  a  decade. 

The  Wolves  finished  the  20 lb- 
17  season  at  22-8  with  an  8-6 
conference  record.  This  is  the 
12th  straight  season  in  which  the 
Wolves  have  posted  at  least  20 
wins.  This  successful  blueprint 
has  continued  even  with  the 
roster  turnover  that  often  plagues 
junior  college  athletics. 

The  Wolves  closed  out  the 
regular  season  with  a  four-game 
win  streak,  which  tied  their 
second  longest  win  streak  of  the 
year.  They  won  seven  straight 
from  Nov.  17  through  Dec.  12. 

Their  regular  season  success 
was  due  in  part  to  a  trio  of  scorers 
who  each  averaged  double 
figures. 

Robert  Brooks  led  the  Wolves 
in  scoring  with  15.3  points  per 
game,  shooting  47.9  percent  from 
the  field.  He  is  18th  in  the  nation 
in  minutes  played  and  45th  with 
a  free  throw  percentage  of  77.7. 

Clinton  Berhow  is  the  team’s 
second  leading  scorer  and  leading 
rebounder.  He  averaged  12  points 
and  seven  rebounds  per  game. 
His  218  total  rebounds  rank  44th 


continue  their  winning  culture 


in  the  nation. 

The  third  Wolves  player 
who  average  double  figures 
is  Mitchell  Kwasigroch,  who 
averaged  10.8  points  per  game. 
His  3-point  percentage  of  41.5 
ranked  in  the  top  50  nationwide. 

As  a  team,  the  Wolves  were 
a  mainstay  on  the  national 
leaderboards.  They  scored 
the  17th  most  total  points  in 
the  nation.  Their  shooting 
percentages  also  measure  up 
nationally. 

Their  field  goal  percentage 
of  46. 1  was  34th  in  the  country. 
The  Wolves  were  led  in  shooting 
percentage  by  Johnathan 
Boatright  at  55.3  percent. 

Their  3-point  percentage  of 
35.3  was  35th  in  the  nation. 
Daevion  Dixon  and  Kwasigroch 
led  the  Wolves  in  this  category 
with  percentages  of  47.1  and 
41.5  respectively. 

Their  free  throw  percentage 
ranks  higher  up  than  their  other 
percentages.  It  sits  at  69.2 
percent,  with  was  the  20th  best 
in  the  nation.  Max  Ahem  and 
Da’Von  Foster  led  the  team, 
each  shooting  85.7  percent  from 
the  line. 

But  shooting  was  not  the 
only  aspect  of  offense  that  the 
Wolves  were  successful  at. 
Their  18.7  assists  per  game  rank 
16th  in  the  country.  Richie  Elias 
led  the  team  in  assists  with  4.3 
per  game.  His  132  total  assists 
were  the  1 8th  most  in  the  nation. 

The  strong  ball  distribution 
and  passing  surely  correlated 


positively  to  the  high  scoring 
percentages.  The  overall 
offensive  numbers  for  the  Wolves 
paint  a  picture  of  consistency  and 
overall  strength. 

Their  78.3  points  per  game, 
though  lower  than  last  season’s 
81.6,  are  still  the  second  highest 
in  the  last  five  years.  Paired 
with  their  defensive  abilities,  the 
Wolves’  path  to  success  is  clear. 

They  allowed  66.9  points 
per  game  by  their  opponents. 
This  ranks  their  defense  28th 
nationally,  and  gives  them  a 
solid  points  per  game  margin 
of  11.4.  Their  opponent’s  field 


goal  percentage  and  3-point 
percentage  rank  28th  and  21st 
in  the  country. 

The  Wolves  defense  was  led 
in  steals  by  Richie  Elias  with 
1.5  per  game,  and  in  blocks 
by  Robert  Brooks  with  0.9  per 
game. 

The  Wolves  posted  several 
impressive  blowouts  during 
the  season.  They  bested  Harper 
College  by  42  points  on  Feb. 
1 5,  with  a  final  score  of  100-58. 
Their  largest  margin  of  victory 
came  on  Dec.  19  against  Harry 
S.  Truman  College  in  which  the 
Wolves  demolished  the  Falcons 


by  65  points  in  a  99-34  win. 

Overall,  the  Wolves  success 
is  simply  the  continuation  of  a 
pattern  that  had  been  established 
by  head  coach  Joe  Kuhn,  now  in 
his  20th  season,  at  the  end  of  the 
Wolves’  bench.  His  induction  into 
the  NJCAA  Men’s  Basketball 
Coaches  Association  Hall  of 
Fame  capped  the  regular  season 
in  a  fitting  manner. 

The  Wolves  were  freshmen- 
heavy  this  season.  They  will  try 
to  continue  pushing  the  culture  of 
success  when  the  2017-18  season 
rolls  around. 


Sports 


BASKtlBMl 


Men’s  basketball  coach  Joe  Kuhn  (right)  speaks  with  Athletic 
Director  Wayne  King  Jr.  on  Feb.  18.  Photo  by  Leonna  Poodle 


Kuhn  observes  his  team  during  the  game  against  College  of  Dupage  on  Feb.  18. 

Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 
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JJC  basketball  coach  awarded  highest  coaching  honor 


by  Joe  Grabowksi 

Sports  Editor 

JJC  Men’s  Basketball  head 
coach  Joe  Kuhn  is  having  his 
career  culminated  with  the 
highest  honor  for  a  junior  college 
basketball  coach. 

Kuhn  is  being  inducted  into 
the  20 1 7  National  Junior  College 
Athletic  Association  (NJCAA) 
Basketball  Coaches  Association 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Kuhn  will  have  two  hall  of 
fame  inductions  on  his  resume. 
He  was  a  2015  inductee  into 
the  Illinois  Basketball  Coaches 
Association  Hall  of  Fame. 

He  has  been  coaching  the 
Wolves  for  since  the  1997-98 
season.  In  his  tenure  with  the 
Wolves,  Kuhn  led  them  to  a 
school  record  15  consecutive 
regional  championship 

appearances  from  2000-2014. 

Above  all  else,  Kuhn  led 
the  2009-10  Wolves  to  victory 


in  the  NJCAA  Men’s  Division 
III  Basketball  Championship. 
Kuhn’s  first  year  coaching  the 
Wolves  was  in  the  1997-98 
season,  leading  them  to  win  the 
regional  championship. 

Following  two  consecutive 
non-winning  record  seasons, 
although  winning  the  regional 
championship  his  inaugural  year, 
Kuhn  took  a  huge  step  forward, 
posting  a  21-11  record  in  the 
1999-00  season.  The  Wolves 
were  defeated  in  the  regional 
championship  that  year.  That 
season  was  the  start  of  the  regional 
championship  appearance  streak. 

The  2000-01  season  picked  up 
right  where  Kuhn  left  off  in  the 
previous  season.  The  Wolves  won 
25  games  on  their  way  to  making 
the  regional  championship,  but 
were  once  again  defeated. 

The  2001-02  season  ended 
the  same  way  for  the  Wolves,  as 
they  were  defeated  in  the  regional 
championship.  However,  the 
team  still  posted  a  winning  record 
of  19-13. 


The  following  year,  Kuhn  led 
the  Wolves  to  a  20+  win  season 
for  the  third  time  in  four  years. 
The  season  ended  in  the  same 
fashion  as  the  previous  three 
years;  defeated  in  the  regional 
championship. 

A  regional  championships  and 
a  shot  at  the  national  title  was  in 
the  cards  for  the  Wolves  in  the 
2003-04  season.  The  Wolves 
won  the  regional  championship, 
but  took  eighth  place  in  the 
national  tournament. 

Being  bounced  early  from 
the  national  tournament  didn’t 
deter  Kuhn  and  the  Wolves. 
The  2004-05  team  went  back- 
to-back,  winning  the  regional 
championship  game  again. 
The  run  didn’t  end  there,  the 
Wolves  made  it  all  the  way  to 
the  NJCAA  Men’s  Division  III 
Basketball  Championship  game. 
The  Wolves  lost  a  nail-biter, 
73-71,  to  Hostos  Community 
College. 

The  Wolves  wouldn’t  find 
themselves  in  the  big  dance 


again  until  the  2007-08  season. 
That  year,  Kuhn  won  his  fourth 
regional  championship,  and 
once  again  led  the  wolves  to 
the  national  championship 
game.  Once  again  the  Wolves 
would  have  to  settle  for  runner- 
up,  losing  73-70  to  North  Lake 
College. 

The  following  year  was  a  down 
one,  relative  to  Kuhn’s  success. 
The  Wolves  were  bounced  in  the 
regional  championship  and  did 
not  make  the  national  tournament. 

Arguably,  Kuhn’s  most 
successful  year  came  in  the 
2009-2010  season.  Kuhn  notched 
his  fifth  regional  championship 
and  brought  the  Wolves  to  the 
national  championship  game. 
Kuhn  would  not  be  denied  a  third 
time.  The  Joliet  Junior  College 
Wolves  became  the  NJCAA 
Men’s  Division  III  Basketball 
Champions,  defeating  Rochester 
Community  and  Technical 
College,  94-82. 

The  2010-11  campaign  was 
not  as  successful.  The  reigning 


champions  won  the  regional 
championship,  giving  Kuhn  six 
overall,  but  placed  only  seventh 
in  the  national  tournament. 

The  Wolves  made  the  regional 
championship  game  in  2012- 
13  season,  but  were  defeated  by 
Rock  Valley  College,  66-55.  They 
haven’t  been  back  to  the  national 
tournament  since  the  2010-11 
season. 

Kuhn  has  been  a  tour  de  force 
for  the  Wolves  since  joining  them 
almost  20  years  ago.  Before  this 
season  his  career  record  coaching 
the  Wolves  was  431-194  (.690). 

He  has  led  the  team  to  12 
consecutive  seasons  with  at  least 
20  wins.  He  has  numerous  coach 
of  the  year  awards  including 
the  most  prestigious  coaching 
award,  NJCAA  National  Coach 
of  the  Year,  which  he  received  in 
2010  after  winning  the  NJCAA 
Men’s  Division  III  Basketball 
Championship. 


PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Clinton  Berhow 
Men’s  Basketball 

Freshman  guard  Clinton  Berhow 
scored  22  points  and  gathered  10 
rebounds  in  a  losing  effort  by  the 
Wolves  on  Feb.  4  against  Triton 
College.  He  had  19  points  and  seven 
rebounds  on  Feb.  15,  a  victory 
against  Harper.  Berhow  is  averaging 
11.9  points  and  7  rebounds  per  game 
this  season. 


Kianna  Campbell 
Women’s  Basketball 

Freshman  guard  Kianna 
Campbell  nearly  scored  a  triple¬ 
double  against  College  of  DuPage 
on  Feb.  18.  Her  19  points,  nine 
rebounds  and  eight  assists  led  the 
Lady  Wolves  to  a  74-46  win.  She 
is  averaging  13.3  points  per  game 
and  has  been  named  Region  IV 
Division  III  Player  of  the  Week 
three  times. 
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Natural  areas 
at  risk  of  new 
construction 

BY  Leonna  Toodle 

Photo  Editor 

Cullinan  Properties,  a  real 
estate/development  company, 
is  proposing  on  constructing  a 
new  road  that  would  alter  the 
current  state  of  JJC’s  natural 
areas. 

The  company  drew  up 
plans  for  two  roads  that  would 
connect  with  Houbolt  Road 
and  give  access  to  a  developing 
outdoor  mall,  theatre  and  other 
businesses. 

JJC’s  Vice  President  of 
Admissions  Rob  Galick  speaks 
to  the  advantages  of  this 
development. 

“It’s  going  to  bring  a  lot 
of  economic  development  to 
the  area.  It  will  generate  $53 
million  in  tax  revenue,  8,000 
jobs  during  construction  and, 
eventually,  5,000  full-time 
jobs,”  Galick  said.  “The  city  of 
Joliet  is  very  excited  about  this 
opportunity.” 

While  the  city  may  very  well 
be  excited,  there  are  a  number 
of  people  who  are  hesitant  to 
accept  the  proposal. 

The  Natural  Areas 

Committee  drew  up  a  resolution 
in  1998  stating  the  significance 
of  the  area  and  why  it  should  be 
protected. 

“Joliet  Junior  College 

students  enrolled  in  natural 
science,  agriculture  and 

horticulture  classes  depend  on 

the  college’s  natural  areas  as 
an  outdoor  learning  laboratory 
fundamental  to  the  completion 
of  their  courses,”  according  to 
the  resolution. 

The  resolution  mentions  how 
the  fitness  center  participants 
benefit  from  the  nature  trail 
system  on  campus. 

The  JJC  Board  of  Trustees 
granted  continued  protection  of 
the  natural  areas  that  surround 

See  Nature,  page  4 


Tuition  increase  sparks  student  outcry 

BY  JOSEPH  CRUMP 

Copy  Editor 

On  March  14,  the  JJC  Board 
of  Trustees  approved  a  tuition 
increase  of  $19  per  credit  hour 
and  the  differential  tuition. 

This  vote  came  after  JJC 
President  Judy  Mitchell  and  Vice 
President  of  Administration  Rob 
Galick  held  an  all-campus  open 
forum  on  March  9  that  detailed 
two  possible  tuition  hikes,  out  of 
which  one  would  be  chosen. 

“It  wasn’t  necessarily  an  open 
forum,  it  was  more  of  a  ‘we’re 
going  to  force-feed  you  what’s 
going  to  happen  despite  what 
concerns  you  may  have,”’  said 
Kevin  Errandi,  a  student  in  the 
automotive  program. 

One  plan  called  for  a  $9  per 
credit  hour  increase,  the  other  for 
a  now-approved  $19  increase. 

See  Tuition,  page  4 

Business  department  speeding  up  degrees 


A  crowd  of  faculty,  students  and  staff  attend  the  all-campus  open  forum  on  March  9. 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

One  of  the  benefits  of 
attending  a  community  college 
is  the  opportunity  for  students 
to  organize  their  class  schedule 
to  fit  their  everyday  lives  more 
easily. 

There  are  night  classes  for 


those  students  who  work  during 
the  day.  There  are  weekend 
classes  available  to  those  who 
work  all  week. 

And  now,  there  is  a  format  of 
courses  that  is  relatively  new  to 
JJC. 

These  are  eight-week  hybrid 
courses,which  have  been  offered 
at  JJC  for  about  three  years. 


At  first  they  were  exclusively 
offered  by  the  business 
department,  but  are  beginning  to 
move  along  to  other  departments. 

These  eight-week  courses 
grew  from  the  hybrid  courses 
that  were  introduced  about  a 
decade  ago.  The  original  hybrid 
courses,  previously  called 
blended  courses,  incorporate 


classroom  meetings  and  online 
assignments. 

These  courses  require  less 
time  on  campus  for  students, 
who  may  have  schedules  that 
restrict  their  ability  to  frequently 
travel  to  class. 

William  O’Connor,  chair  of 
the  business  department,  has 

See  Business,  page  6 


Lady  Wolves  continuing  rebuilding  process 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

The  2017  season  for  the  JJC 
Women’s  Softball  team  is  in  full 
swing.  They  are  in  the  second 
season  in  the  JJC  career  of  head 
coach  Kerri  O’Shea,  who  looks 
to  turn  the  program  around. 

A  4-35  2015  season  led  to 
the  hiring  of  O’Shea.  The  team 
doubled  their  win  total  in  2016, 
and  are  on  pace  to  shatter  both 
totals  this  year. 


Through  13  games,  the  Lady 
Wolves  had  a  record  of  5-8, 
which  is  a  more  wins  than  they 
had  for  the  entirety  of  the  2015 
season.  While  undergoing  a 
rebuilding  of  the  program,  these 
results  are  promising  for  the 
future. 

The  2017  edition  of  the  Lady 
Wolves  is  being  led  offensively 
by  freshman  Paige  Guerrero,  a 
product  of  Plainfield  East  High 
School. 

See  softball,  page  14 
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2  Editorial^  = 

Climate  change:  Why  is  no  one  listening? 


It  is  difficult  to  address 
the  level  of  disappointment 
we  feel  when  we  open  our 
phones  or  turn  on  the  news, 
only  to  be  greeted  by  another 
report  on  President  Donald 
Trump’s  climate  change 
denial. 

The  man’s  utter  disregard 
for  the  environment  and  its 
importance  has  descended 
to  levels  that  transcend 
ignorance. 

He  wants  to  back  out  of  the 
Paris  climate  change  accords, 
which  is  as  staggeringly 
disheartening  as  it  sounds. 

The  fact  he  believes  that 
there  is  no  climate  change, 
and  that  he’s  okay  with  extra 
pollution  for  the  sake  of 
corporate  profits  is  appalling. 

Trump  even  claimed  that 
global  warming  was  invented 
by  the  Chinese  to  impede  US 
manufacturing  and  make  it 
non-competitive.  The  same 
Chinese  who  aim  to  invest 
$360  billion  on  renewable 
energy  by  2020. 

We  were  taken  aback 
when  he  overturned  a  law 
preventing  companies  from 
dumping  mining  debris  into 


rivers.  Apparently,  Trump  has 
forgotten  that  these  laws  were 
enacted  because  the  damage 
this  did  to  both  humans  and 
nature  was  immense. 

The  executive  orders, 
which  pushed  through  the 
Dakota  Access  and  Keystone 
XL  pipelines,  left  us  with 
both  a  headache  and  a  wish 
for  a  quick  and  painless 
death. 

He’s  pushed  for  “clean” 
coal.  Clean  is  in  quotations 
because  there  is  no  such  thing. 
The  world  needs  to  shift  away 
from  fossil  fuels  and  invest  in 
a  healthier  future,  not  regress 
to  industrial  revolution-levels 
of  pollution. 

What’s  even  more 
surprising  is  that  people 
are  genuinely  shocked  each 
time  Trump  follows  through 
on  a  promise  that  he  made 
during  his  campaign.  People 
were  shocked  when  he  began 
to  follow  through  on  his 
promise  to  neuter  the  EPA. 

In  fact,  his  proposed  budget 
raises  defense  spending  by 
10  percent  and  cuts  the  EPA 
budget  by  38  percent. 

He  appointed  a  climate 


change  denier  as  the  head 
of  the  EPA  as  well.  We 
genuinely  do  not  know  how 
to  respond  to  this,  except 
to  sit  with  our  heads  in  our 
hands  and  worry  about  the 
future  of  this  country. 

EPA  information  on 
climate  change  from  the 
Obama  administration  is 
being  quietly  deleted,  and 
nobody  seems  to  notice,  or 
even  worse,  care. 

Every  single  day,  the 
number  of  things  to  worry 
about  in  regards  to  our  future 
as  a  species  rises.  Every 
single  day,  the  number  of 
people  who  listen  diminishes. 

Sticking  our  heads  in  the 
sand  and  pretending  like 
everything  will  be  okay  is 
not  an  option  here.  Yes,  it’s 
good  to  be  optimistic  and 
hope  for  the  best,  but  it  is 
not  beneficial  to  anybody  to 
not  follow  current  events, 
especially  in  light  of  this 
current  situation. 

We  understand  that  you’re 
all  tired  of  hearing  about 
“Trump  this,  Trump  that,” 
but  this  is  our  future,  not 
someone  else’s  future.  It’s  all 


of  ours,  as  a  species. 

No  matter  what  happens 
to  the  climate  the  Earth  itself 
will  endure,  yes.  However, 
we  humans  will  not.  We  are 
not  killing  the  planet.  We 
are  killing  ourselves.  It  has 
to  stop  now.  Not  “in  twenty 
years,”  not  “as  soon  as  we 
can,”  now. 

Darwin’s  law  has  failed 
us  here.  In  a  world  where 
species  are  meant  to  adapt 
and  grow  smarter  to  survive, 
we  seem  to  be  regressing  in 
our  thought  process. 

As  the  earth  becomes  more 
polluted,  its  waters  more 
acidic,  its  forests  removed, 
we  hoped  that  focus  would 
shift  from  profit.  For  too 
many,  this  is  sadly  not  the 
case. 

Money  is  not  everything. 
Profit  is  not  everything.  This 
world  is  not  about  us,  it’s 
not  about  our  ancestors.  It’s 
about  the  future.  How  can  we 
expect  to  allow  ourselves  to 
survive  if  we  kill  ourselves 
for  the  sake  of  however 
million  dollars?  . 


Question  of  the  Issue 

How  do  you  feel  about  Trump’s 
environmental  policies? 


Naiyuben  Patel 

“It ’s  a  bad  thing  because 
it’s  killing  all  the 
organisms  in  the  rivers 
and  stuff.  Kind  of,  in  a 
way,  acidifying  the  rivers, 
like  the  pH  will  rise  and 
then  the  organisms  will 
die.  Like,  I  heard  Trump 
doesn ’t  believe  in  climate 
change  and  stuff.  That’s 
all  I  have  to  say.  It ’s  really 
bad. ” 


Tyler 

Marcuccilli-Breaux 

“/  really  don 't  agree 
with  what  he  has  to  say 
because  I  feel  like  he 
doesn ’t  know  much  about 
the  environment,  as  a 
businessman,  and  he ’s 
just  worried  about  making 
money.  Otherwise  his 
opinions  are  irrelevant.  ” 


Alejandra  Zavala 

“His  policies  aren ’t 
logically  backed  up.  I 
feel  like  he ’s  not  looking 
forward  to  the  future 
and  what  that  means 
for  anybody  then.  More 
just  about  I  guess  what ’s 
making  money  now.  ” 


Jose  Chavez 

“7  totally  find  it  really 
offensive  that  he ’s  doing 
all  this,  like  basically 
not  caring  about  the 
environment.  It  really 
makes  me  mad  how  he ’s 
dumping  all  this  waste, 
and  it  just  really  annoys 
me.  I  don ’t  know  why  he ’s 
doing  all  this  garbage.  He 
makes  me  mad.  He  did  the 
travel  ban  now  he ’s  doing 
this?  I’m  mad.  I’m  against 
what  he s  doing.  I’m  not 
environmentally  crazy  but 
I  go  out  and  recycle  and 
other  stuff.  ” 


|T»  LAZ  E  R 

i  .D  Staff 


IJarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

|  Adam  Tumlno 

Co-Editor 


9  Madeline  Wheaton 

■  Production  Manager 

1  Emily  Ward 

|  Advertising  Manager 

I  Emma  Carter 

Copy  Editor 

|  Joseph  Crump 

Copy  Editor 

I 


I 


Leonna  Toodle 

Photo  Editor 


Joe  Grabowskl 

|  Sports  Editor 

|  Staff  Writers: 

Becky  Fletcher,  Tom 
I  O’Connor. 


Adviser:  Bob  Marcink 


To  CONTACT  THE  BLAZER: 

Office  F- 1 009 

(815|  280-2313 

blazermail@ijc.edu 

1215  Houbolt  Road 

Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

The  Blazer  is  a  student-run 

publication.  Opinions  expressed 

in  the  Blazer  do  not  necessarilly 

reflect  the  views  of  the  faculty 

or  of  the  administration  of  Joliet 

Junior  College. 


Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  encour¬ 
ages  participa¬ 
tion  from  readers 
through  letters. 
Please  sign  and 
provide  a  phone 
number  for  all 
letters  so  we  can 
verify  the  authenc- 
ity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters 
should  be  kept  to 
300  words  or  less. 

We  reserve  the 
right  to  edit  letters 
for  space  and  con¬ 
tent.  You  may  send 
letters  through  in¬ 
teroffice  or  regular 
mail,  email,  or  by 
dropping  them  off 
at  the  Blazer  office 
at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

815-280-2313 


===  —  ^Opinion  3 

Emma’s  Issues 

Why  eat  healthy  when  you  can  die  young 


BY  EMMA  CARTER 


Copy  Editor 

Food  is  comfort.  Let’s  face  it. 
Everyone  knows  it’s  the  truth. 
No  matter  how  much  you  deny  it 
everyone  has  that  one  food  that 
they  go  to  when  they  are  upset, 
or  sick. 

Recently  I  have  decided  to 
change  my  life  style,  granted  1 
have  been  on  and  off  with  this 
decision  for  some  time.  Eating 
healthy  really  is  not  something 
that  anyone  wants  to  do,  or  even 
exercise  for  that  matter. 

Exercising  takes  a  lot  of  work 
and  devotion,  and  most  of  all 
time,  time  that  could  be  spent 


doing  something,  anything  else. 
Once  you  start  getting  in  the  habit 
of  going  then  it  seems  to  play 
into  a  routine  and  doesn’t  seem 
as  hard  to  motivate  yourself  to  go 
there. 

So  why  do  we  do  this  to 
ourselves?  Eating  nothing  but 
healthy  greens  and  going  to  the 
gym  instead  of  sitting  on  the 
couch  watching  that  movie  that 
you  have  yet  to  see.  Is  it  really 
just  to  look  good? 

Despite  what  a  lot  of  people 
think,  there  are  multiple  reasons 
as  to  why  people  go  to  the  gym, 
more  than  just  wanting  to  lose 
weight.  A  lot  of  people  do  want  to 
lose  weight  and  I’m  sure  that  is  a 
motive  to  go,  but  what  about  the 
other  reasons? 

Working  out  is  shown  to 
improve  mood.  So  say  someone 
is  depressed,  working  out  releases 
endorphins  and  these  endorphins 
help  that  person  to  have  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  joy  they 
are  able  to  feel. 

Working  out  also  is  shown 
to  help  make  people  feel  more 
confident,  which  makes  sense. 
If  you  look  good  you  feel  better 
about  yourself  therefore  boosting 


your  self  esteem  to  a  higher  level. 
Walking  around  with  confidence 
is  always  a  good  thing  in  my 
book. 

It  makes  you  push  yourself 
past  limitations  which  you  have 
previously  been  inclined  to  think 
that  you  could  not  push  past. 
Setting  goals  and  reaching  past 
them  is  one  of  the  best  feelings 
and  confidence  boosters  of  them 
all. 

For  all  of  those  people  out 
there  who  struggle  with  insomnia 
the  next  point  is  for  you.  Working 
out  helps  you  to  sleep  better. 

It  also,  at  least  in  my 
experience,  has  helped  me  to 
want  to  get  into  other  healthy 
habits  in  my  life.  I  feel  like  if  I 
am  doing  all  of  these  things  to 
help  my  body  get  stronger,  then  I 
should  not  be  wasting  my  time  by 
putting  things  that  are  terrible  for 
me  into  my  body. 

This  is  where  the  food  part 
comes  in,  I  like  to  think  of  it  as 
eating  to  live  not  living  to  eat. 
However,  this  is  such  a  hard 
concept  for  people,  especially  us 
Americans,  to  grasp  because  we 
do  love  our  junk  food. 

Along  with  some  other  health 


issues,  I  found  out  that  I  have 
an  allergy  to  gluten  and  it  was 
recommended  to  me  to  stay  away 
from  dairy  as  well.  The  truth  is 
dairy  is  not  necessarily  good  for 
anyone  and  there  are  much  better 
ways  to  get  calcium,  like  from  an 
intake  of  lots  of  vegetables. 

Have  a  persistent  headache 
or  stomach  ache?  You  may  be 
like  many  other  Americans  and 
have  a  food  allergy  that  you  are 
not  aware  of.  The  only  reason  I 
was  able  to  identify  my  gluten 
allergy  was  because  I  was  told 
that  something  must  be  triggering 
my  Lupus  (autoimmune  disease) 
to  aggravate  it  and  make  my 
condition  worse. 

But  since  I  was  tested  for 
food  allergies  and  found  out  that 
I  had  these  allergies  that  I  knew 
nothing  about,  I  am  wondering 
how  other  people  are  able  to  eat 
a  balanced  healthy  diet  if  what 
they  are  putting  in  them  could 
potentially  be  harming  them, 
even  though  they  think  they  are 
helping  themselves. 

I  have  also  noticed  how  we  are 
able  to  defend  why  we  are  eating 
bad  things,  I’m  drinking  milk 
because  it  is  calcium  and  I  need 


that  to  have  strong  bones.  But  this 
statement  is  truly  absurd.  There 
are  plenty  alternatives. 

Food  is  addictive  though,  like 
in  the  case  of  cheese.  Don’t  get 
me  wrong,  I  have  days  where  I  eat 
junk  food  as  well,  but  I  am  more 
focused  on  trying  to  help  my 
body  get  the  nutrients  it  deserves 
rather  than  giving  it  what  I  want 
in  that  instance. 

Cheese  is  one  of  those  foods 
which  is  so  addictive  that  there 
is  evidence  that  it  affects  a  part 
of  the  brain  that  deals  with 
addiction.  However,  when  you 
lack  certain  vitamins  or  nutrients 
in  your  body  you  may  be  dealing 
with  higher  cravings  of  junk  food. 

The  science  behind  your  diet 
and  possible  health  issues  that 
could  be  fixed  just  by  switching 
out  a  food  that  you  consume  a  lot 
of,  with  a  food  that  you  do  not 
consume  enough  are  insane. 

I  recommend  that  everyone 
figure  out  what  foods  work  for 
them  and  stick  to  a  workout  plan 
that  works.  Eveiyone  is  different 
and  something  that  may  work  for 
one  person  could  potentially  not 
work  for  another.  It  is  important 
not  to  base  your  life  style  choices 
on  others. 


Leonna  Knows  All 

Exotic  animals  don't  belong  in  your  basement 


By  Leonna  Toodle 


Photo  Editor 

Here  is  a  small  list  of  things 
that  are  cool:  those  fancy  cars  that 
are  close  to  the  ground,  saying  the 
alphabet  backwards,  old  dudes 
with  hair  obviously  dyed  black 
and  ninjas. 

Do  you  know  what  isn’t  cool? 

Owning  a  pet  tiger,  bear,  or 
anything  considered  to  be  an 
exotic  animal. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  videos 
on  the  internet  with  guys  sitting 
in  a  pool  with  their  bear  for  a 
pet  and  dude-bros  showing  their 
buddies  “this  totally  cool  thing” 
they  taught  Leo,  their  lion. 

I  have  concluded  that  the 
people  in  those  videos  either  don’t 
know  about  the  repercussions  of 
owning  an  exotic  animal,  or  they 
don’t  care. 

Owning  wild  animals  not  only 
harms  the  animal  itself,  but  it 
harms  wildlife  populations. 

Many  animals  are  on  the 
decline  due  to  this  industry, 
which  includes  snakes,  birds  and 
big  cats. 


There  are  more  tigers  found 
in  a  commoner’s  basement  than 
there  are  roaming  around  in  the 
wild.  An  estimated  five  to  seven 
thousand  tigers  are  owned  as  pets. 
Less  than  4,000  tigers  exist  in  the 
wild. 

According  to  bomffeeusa.org, 
a  tiger  can  cost  as  little  as  three 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  less 
than  half  the  price  for  a  pocket- 
sized  puppy. 

The  clouded  leopard,  which 
has  an  estimated  population  of 
10,000,  is  on  a  10  percent  decline 
per  year.  Some  of  the  damage 
can  be  contributed  to  the  exotic 
animal  industry. 

These  animals  do  not  live  good 
lives  as  pets. 

Exotic  animals  usually  come 
from  places  equivalent  to  puppy 
mills.  They  are  sold  by  backyard 
breeders  trying  to  cop  an  extra 
buck,  or  are  also  sold  off  at 
auctions. 

Many  of  the  people  who  own 
exotic  animals  leave  them  behind 
once  the  animal  reaches  maturity. 

Sanctuaries  seem  to  be 
overflowing  with  wild  animals 
who  didn’t  cut  it  as  pets. 

Zoos  can’t  always  take  the 
abandoned  animals  because  they 
have  limited  space  and  limited 
funds. 

This  leaves  many  leopards  and 
lizards  to  either  starve  to  death  or 
live  in  horrible  conditions  with 
traveling  “zoos”  and  circuses. 

Also,  because  exotic  pet 
owners  so  rarely  have  knowledge 
of  the  animals  they  are  holding 
and  what  is  needed  to  keep 
them  alive,  the  pets  die  because 
of  an  insufficient  diet  and  poor 
environment. 


While  humans  can  affect  exotic 
animals  on  a  large  scale,  the 
animals  can  also  return  the  favor. 

Exotic  animals  can  carry  many 
diseases  that  are  harmful  to 
humans  including,  but  not  limited 
to,  Ebola,  Herpes  Virus  B  and 
Monkeypox,  per  the  CDC.  The 
CDC  also  estimates  that  nearly 
100,000  cases  of  Salmonella  are 
due  to  exposure  to  reptiles. 

Then,  there  are  the  human 
deaths  that  take  place  once  these 
animals  turn  on  their  owners. 

Wild  animals  are  not  inherently 
aggressive  towards  humans  but 
when  made  to  live  in  a  regular  old 
house,  tempers  flare  and  incidents 
end  in  a  bloody  mess. 

Just  because  you  feed  an  animal 

***.?  y  - 


does  not  mean  it  will  not  tear  you 
apart,  especially  if  they  live  in 
conditions  less  than  suitable  and 
feel  threatened. 

Wolves  may  seem  cool  to  own 
in  theory,  but  they  are  animals 
that  move  in  packs  with  an  alpha. 
A  wolf  can  kill  any  human  that 
thinks  it  can  reign  as  its  alpha. 

You  can  give  a  wild  animal 
everything  they  need  and  they 
will  still  attack  you  because  they 
are  not  where  they  belong. 

Captive  orcas  are  the  perfect 
example  of  animals  that  refuse  to 
be  tamed. 

SeaWorld  has  held  orcas  in 
their  pools  for  fifty-two  years. 
Compared  to  other  facilities 
SeaWorld  is  by  far  the  best  when 


it  comes  to  care  and  space 

Still,  the  orcas  lash  out  their 
caretakers  with  a  few  attacks 
leading  to  death. 

It  all  comes  down  to  the  fact 
that  a  wild  animal  will  remain 
wild  no  matter  how  awesome  you 
think  owning  one  is. 

The  practice  is  unethical  and 
inhumane.  Any  wild  animal  that 
is  living  as  a  pet  has  a  poor  quality 
of  life  and  less  time  to  live  it. 

Wild  animals  should  not  have 
to  suffer  at  the  hands  of  humans 
because  you  want  to  show  them 
off  in  front  of  your  friends. 

Not  everything  is  meant  to  be 
owned.  Believe  it  or  not,  some 
things  are  actually  meant  to  be 
respected. 


Photo  courtesy  ofunkimediacommons.com 
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Tuition  from  page  1 


said  he  was  not  shocked  by  the 
tuition  rate  increase  and  that  he 
understands  the  administration  is 
not  at  fault,  and  “making  the  most 
they  have  of  a  bad  situation.” 

“My  biggest  shock  value  on 
that  was  the  fact  that  there  were 
certain  (programs)  that  were 
being  targeted.  I  didn’t  feel  that 
was  entirely  justified.” 

Galick  explained  that  the 
programs  selected  for  differential 
tuition  were  chosen  due  to  their 
high  operating  cost. 

“Intellectually,  I  understand 
it.  We  tend  to  cost  more  because 
we  have  equipment  and  all  that,” 
Bradford  said.  “I  get  that.” 

Errandi  explained  how  this  50 
percent  tuition  increase  could  be 
detrimental  to  enrollment  rates  in 
the  automotive  program. 

“What  made  it  attractive-  it  was 
a  great  program  for  a  great  price, 
and  now  it’s  a  great  program  at  a 
(expletive)  price.” 

The  automotive  program 
director,  Jim  Coleman,  said  he 
believes  the  program  being  highly 
regarded  and  respected  will 


“help  to  mitigate  any  decrease  in 
enrollment.” 

“I  think,  when  we  look  at  our 
competitors,  we’re  still  priced 
well  below  our  competitors  and 
we  do  a  better  job,”  Coleman 
added. 

Greg  Foster,  the  professor  of  the 
welding  program,  agrees  that  the 
tuition  rates  won’t  have  too  much 
of  a  negative  effect.  He  said  that 
even  with  the  50  percent  increase, 
JJC’s  welding  program  still  falls 
well  under  their  competitors,  in 
terms  of  price. 

“The  people,  the  group  it’s 
going  to  impact  most,  is  the 
students.  That’s  the  reason  behind 
my  angst  about  this  whole  thing 
happening.  In  being  realistic,  I 
know  and  I  understand  that  it’s 
something  that  has  to  happen.” 

Some  students  feel  this  increase 
was  sudden,  and  they  feel  ill- 
prepared  for  the  impending 
higher  cost  of  tuition. 

“Knowing  about  it  now,  it’s 
kind  of  wrong,”  said  David  Rose, 
a  student  at  JJC.  “So  this  kind  of 
makes  me  feel  down  in  the  dumps 


and  it  kind  of  makes  me  angry  a 
little  bit.” 

Errandi  also  said  it  would  have 
been  preferable  if  he  had  been  told 
there  was  a  chance  of  his  tuition 
increasing  as  he  progressed 
through  the  automotive  program 
rather  than  being  told  of  this 
increase  suddenly. 

“It  definitely  would  have  been 
less  of  a  slap  to  the  face  than  all 
at  once,  ‘hey  guess  what,  you’re 
screwed.’” 


photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


VP  Rob  Galick 


Both  included  a  differential 
tuition  for  four  programs: 
automotive  technology,  culinary 
arts,  welding  and  electrical/ 
electronic  automated  systems. 

“None  of  these  are  good 
decisions.  I’m  not  excited  about 
any  of  them,”  said  Galick.  “So 
our  position  is  that  we’re  trying 
to  spread  the  pain  a  little  bit  and 
try  to  make  it  as  least  impactful  to 
students  as  possible.” 

The  universal  tuition  increase 
is  to  cover  a  roughly  $4  million 
deficit  in  the  budget,  while  the 
differential  tuition  is  to  cover 
$500,000.  The  hole  in  the  budget 
is  due  to  the  state’s  inability  to 
finalize  a  budget. 

“There’s  a  stalemate,  basically, 
between  the  governor  and  the 
leaders  in  the  House  and  Senate, 
and  that’s  the  reason  why  we’re 
in  the  situation  we’re  in,”  said 
Galick.  “The  bottom  line  is 
our  state  is  in  really,  really  bad 
financial  condition.” 

Students  taking  100-level 
courses  in  the  automotive 
technology,  culinary  arts, 
electrical/electronic  automated 
systems  and  welding  programs 
can  expect  a  50  percent  increase 
in  tuition,  beginning  in  the  Fall 
2017  semester.  The  differential 
tuition  will  extend  to  include 
level-200  classes  starting  in  Fall 
2018. 

This  only  applies  to  new 
students  in  the  affected  programs. 
Some  students  and  faculty  who 


attended  the  open  forum  have 
spoken  against  the  differential 
mixed  with  the  $19  tuition 
increase.  Some  argue  that  a 
universal  increase  of  $21  would 
solve  the  problem  entirely, 
without  a  differential  tuition. 

“They  were  just  doing  a  poor 
job  conveying  to  me  as  to  why 
there  were  two  options,”  said 
Chris  Jarman,  another  student 
in  the  automotive  program.  “It’s 
such  a  marginal  percentage  that 
you  generate  from  the  variable 
rate  tuition  for  those  particular 
four  programs:  auto,  welding, 
culinary,  EEAS.” 

Jeff  Bradford,  the  head  of  the 
Technical  Department,  said  he 
has  hope  for  the  future  of  the 
technical  programs,  though  he 
does  expect  for  enrollment  to 
drop  a  bit. 

“I’m  not  going  to  second  guess 
my  bosses  about  this...  probably 
what  I  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen,  personally,  is  take  the  $19 
and  bump  it  up  to  $20  or  $21  to 
cover  that  $500,000.” 

“It  felt  unfair  and  unjust,” 
said  Kory  Jackson,  another 
automotive  student.  “It  felt  like 
persecution,  honestly,  because 
they  were  targeting  these 
technical  programs  because  they 
assume  that  when  we  got  out  of 
here  we  were  making  instantly 
like  70  grand  and  above,  just  off 
of  two  years.” 

Daniel  Baran,  another  student 
in  the  automotive  program. 


Nature 

the  school. 

Now,  those  same  areas  are 
putting  hurdles  in  the  way  of  the 
proposed  roads. 

“The  County  Farm  Road 
extension  is  the  road  that  has  us 
most  concerned.  The  reason  being 
is  because  it  is  extending  through 
wetlands-  environmentally 
protected  and  valuable  space,” 
Galick  said. 

He  said  that  the  chance  of  the 
proposal  changing  to  not  disturb 
JJC’s  natural  areas  is  still  being 
discussed. 

“The  developers  are  working 
with  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  who  is  an  independent 
entity  that  is  essentially  charged 
with  assessing  the  impact  of  the 
proposed  road  and  recommending 
any  remedial  work  that  needs 
to  be  done  to  ensure  that  the 
environment  is  preserved  in  that 
area.” 

While  the  road  going  through 
the  wetlands  is  the  biggest 
concern,  it  is  not  the  only  one. 

There  is  also  fear  for  the  part 
of  the  development  that  would  go 
through  the  campus’  farmland, 
which  is  used  by  agriculture 
students  and  faculty. 

The  JJC  Department  Chair  of 
Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
Sciences,  Brad  Angus,  offered 
this. 

“We  are  never  excited  to  lose 
any  property  to  any  development, 
but  truthfully,  based  on  the 
proposal  that  I’ve  seen,  where  the 
road  is  proposed  at  least  through 
the  farmland,  it  is  probably  as 
non-intrusive  as  it  could  get  for 
us.” 

Angus  went  on  to  say  that  none 
of  the  people  working  in  that  area 
would  be  affected  on  a  large  scale, 
but  the  land  labs  would  shrink. 

“In  other  words,  if  it  went 
through  the  center  of  the  farm 
that  would  be  more  damaging 
to  us  than  the  current  proposed 
location,”  Angus  said.  “So  while 


from  page  1 

we’re  not  excited  about  losing 
the  ground,  it’s  probably  the  least 
detrimental  option  that  I’ve  seen 
proposed.  Would  I  prefer  not  to 
have  a  road  through  the  farm? 
Yes.” 

If  the  proposal  gets  pushed 
through,  Angus  is  confident  that 
the  department  can  adjust. 

While  there  has  been  both 
uproar  over  the  project  and 
acceptance  of  it,  the  public  has 
yet  to  hear  what  the  higher-ups 
think. 

“At  this  point,  the  board  and 
President  Mitchell  haven’t  even 
publicly  expressed  an  opinion 
of  whether  they  are  in  favor  or 
against  the  roadway,”  Galick  said. 

This  is  because  they  are  still 
soliciting  the  opinions  of  the 
community.  On  March  23,  there 
was  an  open  forum  that  allowed 
faculty  and  students  to  give  their 
input. 

Many  came  out  and  raised 
hard-hitting  questions. 

The  questions  directed  towards 
the  impact  this  would  have  on 
the  community  concern  the  fact 
that  this  road  would  be  built  near 
a  pipeline  that  runs  in  the  same 
direction.  But,  most  revolved 
around  the  natural  areas. 

Andrew  Neill,  a  professor 


at  JJC  and  a  part  of  the  Natural 
Areas  Committee,  stood  before 
the  room  and  read  from  a  letter 
that  he  addressed  to  Mitchell. 

The  letter  spoke  of  the 
committee’s  reservations  for 
the  roads  and  asked  that  anyone 
involved  with  this  project 
consider  the  consequences. 

“Of  particular  concern  is 
the  calcareous  fen,  seep  and 
waterway  that  feed  into  the 
campus  lake,”  Niell  read.  “There 
is  also  a  population  of  federally 
endangered  leafy  prairie  clover  in 
the  adjacent  prairie.  The  fen  has 
a  community  of  rare  plants  and 
animals  that  require  a  steady  flow 
of  clean  freshwater  that  a  road 
would  most  certainly  destroy.” 

The  letter  also  mentions  the 
bike  path  that  the  road  would 
compromise. 

The  developers  at  the  forum 
told  the  audience  that  the 
proposed  plan  was  not  final  and  is 
still  susceptible  to  change. 

Niell  urged  those  in  the  room  to 
attend  the  board  meetings  where 
the  final  decisions  will  be  made 
throughout  the  following  months. 

“The  plans  are  still  in  the  early 
stages,”  Galick  said,  “and  this  is 
going  to  take  many  months,  if  not 
years,  to  resolve.” 


Natural  areas  around  JJC  campus.  photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 

Correction 

Last  issue  we  stated  that  Leonardo  Mireles 
was  president  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Club 
when,  in  fact,  he  was  co-advisor. 
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Latinos  Unidos  prepares  scholarship  fundrasier 


Latinos  Unidos  Vice  President  Juan  Coyt  (left)  and  President  Samantha  Ante  address  the  club  during  a 
meeting  on  March  10.  photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 

Co-Editor 

May  5  is  a  day  that  many 
recognize  as  Cinco  de  Mayo. 

It  was  on  that  day  in  1862 
that  the  Mexican  army  earned 
an  unlikely  victory  against  the 
mighty  French. 

Since  then,  Cinco  de  Mayo  has 
taken  on  a  new  meaning  in  the 
United  States  as  a  celebration  of 
Mexican-American  heritage. 

On  May  5,  2017,  the  JJC 
student  group  Latinos  Unidos  will 
be  holding  a  different  celebration. 

They  will  host  their  fifth 
annual  Dreaming  for  the  Future 
Scholarship  Benefit,  in  which 
they  raise  money  for  student 
scholarships  and  recognize  the 
previous  year’s  scholarship 
recipients. 

“The  money  raised  during 
Dreaming  for  the  Future  goes 
directly  towards  the  scholarship,” 
said  Martha  Villegas  Miranda,  the 
advisor  to  Latinos  Unidos. 

These  two  scholarships  are 
awarded  annually  and  are  $500 
each.  When  the  scholarships 
were  introduced  in  2013,  they 
became  the  first  club-endowed 
scholarships  in  JJC  history. 

“This  is  a  scholarship  that 
is  offered  through  the  JJC 
Foundation,  and  students  can 
apply  through  the  AwardSpring 
scholarship  application,”  said 
Villegas  Miranda. 


As  for  the  event  itself,  it  serves 
more  purposes  than  just  awarding 
scholarships. 

“We’re  trying  to  make  it 
bigger”  said  Latinos  Unidos 
president  and  former  recipient  of 
the  scholarship  Samantha  Ante. 
“I  like  the  event  because  it’s  a 
way  that  we  can  bring  our  Latino 
culture  to  JJC.” 

Ante  also  sees  the  event 
as  an  opportunity  to  espouse 
stereotypes  about  the  Latino 
“party”  culture.  “This  is  a  formal 
event,”  Ante  said,  “so  they  can 
see  that  we’re  actually  involved 
with  the  community  and  we 
actually  do  formal  events.  We 
invite  important  people  from  the 
community.” 

Last  year  Latinos  Unidos 
invited  Enrique  Rodriguez,  a 
reporter  for  Univision  Chicago, 
and  awarded  him  with  their  Voz 
de  Valor  Award,  which  translates 
to  voice  of  courage. 

“This  year  we  have  the  Gloria 
family,”  said  Villegas  Miranda 
“which  has  been  invested  in 
education  in  the  Joliet  area  for 
many,  many  years.  So  we’re 
recognizing  an  entire  family  for 
their  courage  to  help  people, 
inform  them  about  college,  what 
their  college  options  are  and  how 
they  can  pay  for  college.” 

Ante  also  sees  another  benefit 
of  the  event. 

“It’s  a  good  way  that  our 
families  can  see  our  work,”  said 
Ante.  “It’s  a  way  that  we  can  show 


them  so  they  keep  supporting  us.” 

But  this  event  is  not  necessarily 
cheap  to  put  on,  and  Latinos 
Unidos  searches  for  sponsors  in 
the  community  to  lend  a  hand. 
“We  went  sponsor  hunting,”  said 
Ante. 

The  club  went  around  the  area, 
looking  for  sponsors  to  assist  with 
monetary  donations  or  providing 
products  for  a  silent  auction  that 
takes  place  at  Dreaming  for  the 
Future.  But  finding  sponsors  can 
sometimes  be  difficult. 

“With  the  current  situation, 
not  a  lot  of  people  are  willing  to 


give  money,”  said  Ante.  Even 
when  businesses  end  up  not 
sponsoring.  Ante  believes  that 
going  to  businesses  and  asking 
for  sponsorships  is  a  useful 
promotional  tool. 

Last  year ’s  event  was  sponsored 
in  part  by  Petco  and  Joliet-based 
business  Robles  Wireless. 

Ante  finds  it  important  to  seek 
out  a  variety  of  business  sponsors. 
“We’re  not  trying  to  just  go  to 
Latino  businesses,”  she  said.  “We 
want  to  go  to  different  businesses 
so  we  all  support  each  other.  It’s 
not  only  your  culture,  but  other 


cultures  can  support  you  as  well.” 

The  event  will  be  held  in  the 
U-Building  auditorium,  beginning 
at  6  P.M.  and  general  admission 
will  cost  $25  per  person.  Latinos 
Unidos  are  hoping  that  the  event 
will  continue  to  grow. 

“That’s  why  I’m  still,  every 
year,  trying  to  be  involved  in  the 
planning  of  it,”  said  Ante.  “Like  1 
said,  I  want  to  make  it  bigger  and 
I  want  more  people  to  attend  it.” 

“It’s  a  really  nice  evening  event 
to  kind  of  close  the  semester,  but  to 
also  give  this  annual  scholarship,” 
said  Villegas  Miranda. 
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Pennant  hanging  in  T-2014 


photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


Theft  over  S300 

Student  Jorge  Aranda  of 
Bolingbrook,  Illinois  was  charged 
by  JJC  Police  for  theft  of  a  female 
student’s  cell  phone. 

According  to  the  report,  the 
female  student  had  told  JJC  Police 
she  believed  her  phone  was  taken 


in  her  class  in  room  J4044. 

Police  were  able  to  track  the 
phone  to  Aranda’s  job,  where  he 
reportedly  confessed  to  having 
the  phone  in  his  back  pack. 

He  was  given  a  JJC  Student 
Code  and  $1 50  regulation  ticket. 


seen  benefits  to  these  hybrid 
courses. 

“In  some  of  our  accounting 
classes,  what  we  do  is,  we  might 
have  a  class  that  normally  would 
meet  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday,”  said  O’Connor,  “but 
instead,  we’ll  have  it  meet  just 
Monday  and  Wednesday.” 

There  are  some  classes  that 
are  offered  in  succession,  like 
economics,  marketing  and 
management. 

They  each  meet  on  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday.  Hybrid 
formatting  allows  for  more 
flexibility. 

“Instead,  all  three  of  those  only 
meet  on  Monday  and  Wednesday,” 
said  O’Connor.  “So  a  student  can 
get  a  full  time  schedule  coming 
just  two  days  a  week.  It  reduces 
the  amount  of  time  they  have  to 
come  on  campus.” 

Business  education  professor, 
Tara  Laken,  stresses  that  less  time 
in  the  classroom  does  not  mean 
less  time  in  general. 


“I  always  explain  to  my 
students  on  the  first  day  of  class,” 
said  Laken.  “Whether  it’s  online, 
hybrid  or  traditional,  the  general 
rule  is  that  in  college  you  should 
be  spending  three  hours  per  credit 
hour,  per  week  on  a  course.  It 
doesn’t  matter  what  format  you’re 
taking  it  in.” 

In  the  hybrid  courses,  a  larger 
percentage  of  that  work  has  to  be 
done  outside  the  classroom. 

Even  though  the  time  spent 
in  the  classroom  is  lessened,  the 
level  of  education  remains  high. 

“We’re  always  conscious 
that  we’re  not  giving  up  on  the 
quality,”  O’Connor  said. 

Laken  added  to  this  sentiment. 

“The  quality  is  the  same,  the 
content  is  the  same,  and  so  the 
time  spent  is  still  the  same.” 

The  business  department  is 
continuing  to  expand  upon  the 
hybrid  mold.  They’ve  adapted 
the  hybrid  courses  to  an  eight- 
week  format  throughout  the  16- 
week  semester,  which  O’Connor 


explained  in  more  detail. 

“The  first  eight  weeks,  the 
student  comes  three  days  a  week 
on  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  from  9-9:50,  and  finishes 
Econ  103,  macroeconomics.  The 
second  eight  weeks,  they  take 
the  next  course  in  that  sequence, 
Econ  104  microeconomics.  So 
they  come  one  time  period  the 
whole  semester,  but  they  get  two 
classes  done.” 

This  method  can  be  optimized 
when  a  student  takes  three  of 
these  eight-week  courses  at  a 
time,  and  follow  up  with  three 
more.  For  the  semester,  they  can 
earn  18  credit  hours  while  only 
taking  nine  at  one  time. 

Evening  classes  are  beginning 
to  get  the  hybrid  treatment. 

“With  evening  students  it’s 
difficult,  because  if  you  want 
to  get  two  or  three  classes,  you 
typically  have  to  come  two  or 
three  nights,”  said  O’Connor.  “It 
becomes  impossible  for  a  lot  of 
students.” 

But  with  hybrid  courses, 
evening  students  are  freed  up  to 
more  flexible  scheduling.  Time  is 
shaved  off  of  a  1 6-week  evening 
course,  which  can  be  followed  up 
the  same  night  by  two  consecutive 
eight-week  courses. 

Evening  students  can  come  for 
one  night  the  whole  semester  and 
still  earn  up  to  nine  credit  hours. 

“The  whole  point  of  doing  this 
is  to  give  students  ways  to  finish 
their  degrees  more  timely,”  said 


O’Connor. 

The  main  benefit  of  the  speed 
of  these  courses  can  be  combined 
with  other  factors  to  help  students 
succeed. 

Laken  mentioned  a  student 
in  one  of  her  classes  who  was 
using  hybrid  courses  to  assist  in 
his  transfer  process.  That  student, 
Ryan  Krynicki,  is  in  his  first  year 
using  the  hybrid  courses,  and  will 
attend  North  Central  College  in 
the  fall. 

“I  changed  my  major  from 
engineering  to  accounting,” 
said  Krynicki,  “and  when  I  go 
to  North  Central,  if  I  didn’t  get 


both  of  the  accounting  classes  in 
one  semester.  I’d  be  put  back  the 
whole  year.” 

Aside  from  earning  credits, 
there  is  a  possible  educational 
benefit  to  these  shortened  courses. 

“I  learn  at  a  faster  pace  than 
an  average  16- week  course,” 
said  Krynicki.  “It  helps  me  keep 
up  with  materials  so  I  could  get 
as  much  knowledge  as  I  could  as 
fast  as  I  can.” 

These  eight-week  courses 
can  act  as  a  fast-forward  button 
of  sorts,  helping  students  get 
degrees  faster  and  moving  them 
along  at  their  ideal  pace. 
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(Clockwise  from  top-left)  A  student  goes 
to  hammer  a  beat-up  car  during  Trash-it 
Tuesday;  Autumn  Hensle  creates  bal¬ 
lon  art  during  Wacky  Carnival  Wednes¬ 
day;  Students  listen  to  directions  and 
rules  before  the  Nerf  War  on  Thursday; 
Ashley  Lopez  takes  aim  with  a  bow  and 
arrow  during  the  Wacky  Carnival;  Em¬ 
ily  Ward  takes  a  bat  to  the  beat-up  car  ' 
during  Trash-it  Tuesday;  Students  take 
cover  behind  an  inflateable  obstacle 
during  the  Nerf  War. 

All  photos  by  Leonna  Toodle. 
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''Beauty  and  the  Beast'  continues  to  be  timeless 


BY  BECKY  FLETCHER 

Staff  Writer 

The  tale  as  old  as  time  is  just 
as  good  as  the  1991  animated 
motion-picture. 

A  story  of  a  book-loving, 
headstrong  girl  willing  to  risk 
her  freedom  for  her  father’s 
safety.  She  becomes  prisoner  in  a 
crumbling  castle  of  an  eternally- 
damned  beast. 

This  story  eventually  turns  to 


one  of  true  love  in  seeing  within 
and  understanding  each  other. 

The  21st  century  live-action 
film  is  perfect  for  kids  and  adults 
alike,  especially  for  people  who 
are  familiar  with  the  original. 

Some  content  may  be  a  bit 
alarming  to  the  younger  kids 
because  of  the  violence,  wolves 
and  the  loud  roars  of  the  beast. 

But  nonetheless  the  movie’s 
fairytale  charms  are  still  dazzling 
in  the  eyes  of  all. 

All  characters  played  an 


integral  part  in  the  movie.  With 
Emma  Watson  starring  as  the 
sweet  and  caring  Belle,  and  Dan 
Stevens  as  the  melancholy  Beast. 

As  well  as  the  odd  and 
comedic  power-duo  of  Lumiere 
and  Cogsworth,  played  by  Ewan 
McGregor  and  Ian  McKellen,  this 
movie  has  it  all. 

Luke  Evans  and  Josh  Gad 
played  the  roles  of  Gaston 
and  Lefou,  who  gave  great 
performances  as  the  movie’s 
villains. 


Lefou  is  Gaston’s  right-hand 
man,  who  is  there  to  keep  Gaston 
sane  and  on-track.  He’s  the  best 
friend  anybody  could  ask  for, 
up  until  Gaston  becomes  too 
self-centered  to  even  care  about 
Lefou. 

As  for  the  “exclusively  gay” 
scene  that  has  swarmed  the  media 
between  the  two,  it’s  nonexistent. 

Original  songs  such  as  “Be  Our 
Guest”  and  the  movie’s  title  track 
will  have  you  feeling  nostalgic. 

Whereas  new  songs  like 


“Evermore”  and  “Days  in 
the  Sun”  provide  not  only 
background  information  that  was 
lost  in  the  original  film,  but  it  also 
gives  the  audience  insight  to  the 
character’s  internal  feelings. 

With  singing,  dancing,  an 
amazing  storyline  and  extravagant 
cinematography.  Beauty  and  the 
Beast  will  keep  you  laughing, 
crying  and  intrigued  all  the  way 
to  the  credits. 

So  be  our  guest  and  go  out  to 
see  “Beauty  and  the  Beast”  today. 


'Iron  Fist'  struggles  to  strike  a  blow  with 
Marvel  fans;  or  anyone  else  for  that  matter 


by  jarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

This  is  not  a  joke. 

“Iron  Fist”  stripped  the  ideas 
found  in  its  source  material  of 
kung-fu  and  mystical  arts,  and 
replaces  it  with  gritty  realism, 
business  suits  and  a  single 
glowing  hand. 

Finn  Jones  stars  as  Danny 
Rand,  the  son  of  a  wealthy  family 
that  owns  the  company  Rand 
Enterprises,  whose  life  changes 
after  a  freak  plane  accident  leaves 
him  orphaned. 

After  being  presumed  dead, 
Rand  returns  and  allegedly  wields 
the  power  of  the  Iron  Fist  after 
training  in  the  magical  land  of 
K’un-Lun  for  15  years. 

Of  course,  the  setup  does 
not  really  go  as  smoothly  as  it 
should.  In  fact,  the  problem  with 
“Iron  Fist”  comes  from  the  same 
problem  that  could  have  haunted 
the  first  “Thor”  film. 

Remember  when  “Thor”  took 
us  to  the  wonderful  and  mystical 
land  of  Asgard  with  exciting 
scenery  and  Frost  Giants?  “Iron 
Fist”  will  never  show  you  the 
place  where  Rand  trained  because 
the  producers  and  creators 
thought  it  would  be  too  boring. 

Instead,  viewers  get  to  spend 
four  episodes  dealing  with 


businessmen  in  suits  being  upset 
because  some  hippie  wannabe 
claims  to  be  the  heir  to  a  company. 

A  fish  out  of  water  story  can 
work  really  well  under  the  right 
circumstances.  Yet,  having  to  hear 
someone  talk  about  how  they  met 
a  dragon  or  how  they  trained  feels 
less  exciting  and  more  like  filler 
to  bring  out  a  meandering  plot 
with  some  of  the  most  unlikable 
characters. 

Ward  Meachum,  played  by 
Tom  Pelphrey,  is  an  absolute 
moron  and  bully  for  almost  no 
reason.  As  the  reigning  boss  of 
Rand  Enterprises,  he  is  neither 
menacing  nor  malicious  as  many 
of  the  Marvel  show  villains. 

In  fact.  Ward  starts  to  be  a 
stronger  lead  in  later  episodes 
when  it  is  revealed  how  much  of 
an  unstable,  pathetic  pushover  he 
is. 

As  for  Ward’s  sister,  Joy,  who 
is  played  by  Jessica  Stroup,  she 
fares  as  forgettable  and  almost 
as  despicable  as  her  brother.  The 
show  made  sure  to  give  the  last 
10  minutes  of  each  episode  to 
show  how  clueless  Joy  is  when 
Danny  and  Ward  begin  keeping 
secrets  from  her. 

Speaking  of  Danny,  let’s  just 
say  Jones  really  seems  to  be  trying 
his  best  with  what  the  script  gives 
him,  which  is  nothing  but  fortune 
cookie  proverbs  and  having  him 


talk  like  a  constipated  Batman. 
No  amount  of  performance  could 
have  done  justice  to  Danny’s 
character  however,  which  can  be 
defined  by  one  word:  inconsistent. 

His  glowing  yellow  hand 
powers  seem  to  come  and  go 
whenever  they  please  without 
much  explanation.  Sometimes 
Danny  had  a  tough  time  fighting 
low-level  street  thugs,  even 
though  he’s  supposed  to  be  this 
karate  master. 

On  top  of  that,  for  a  monk  who 
always  emphasizes  self-control 
and  not  giving  into  emotions, 
Danny  whines  and  huffs  out  into 
tantrums  on  whether  he  should 
be  committing  murder  or  not. 
Really?  I’m  glad  I  get  to  see  how 
this  turns  out  after  watching  two 
seasons  of  “Daredevil.” 

What  about  the  fighting? 
Well,  when  the  show  decides 
to  demonstrate  some  complex 
choreography,  the  editing  gets 
a  bit  choppy,  which  makes  it 
difficult  to  enjoy  when  every  fight 
scene  is  in  pitch  black  darkness. 

Of  course,  the  silver  linings 
come  when  the  show  finally 
unveils  the  real  conflict  of  the 
story,  which  is  reintroducing  the 
ninja  group  known  as  The  Hand 
as  the  ones  pulling  the  strings. 

However,  if  viewers  are  aware 
of  the  “Captain  America:  The 
Winter  Soldier”  plot  twist,  then 


it  might  come  as  a  bit  of  a  cheap 
way  to  get  a  shock  from  anyone 
that  wasn’t  really  paying  attention 
to  the  bland  chemistry  between 
Danny  and  Colleen  Wing,  who 
is  played  with  much  charisma  by 
Jessica  Henwick. 

For  every  decent  fight  scene  or 
unintentionally  hilarious  piece  of 
dialogue,  there  was  regurgitation 
of  already  established  plot 
threads,  as  well  as  uninspired 
moments  of  nothingness. 

Of  all  the  things  that  Marvel 
could  have  muddled  up,  why 
could  they  not  understand  that 
a  show  about  martial  arts  and 
ninjas  would  be  great  if  there  was 
a  lot  of  martial  arts  and  ninjas? 


Plot  lines  come  and  go,  and 
subplots  between  characters 
introduced  once  every  five 
or  six  episodes  becomes  too 
complicated,  annoying  and 
devoid  of  a  single  style. 

“Luke  Cage”  had  the  hip-hop 
and  Blaxploitation  vibe  while 
“Daredevil”  had  that  lawyer 
procedural  with  a  “Dark  Knight” 
twist,  what  went  wrong? 

The  weakest  Marvel  Netflix 
series,  “Iron  Fists”  jabs  a  few 
interesting  scenes  here  or  there, 
but  every  body  blow  it  delivers 
falls  flat.  Let’s  just  hope  this 
stumble  does  not  topple  the  team- 
up  in  this  fall’s  “Defenders.” 


Photo  courtesy  oftheovienetwork.com 
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Kong  continues  his  84-year  reign 


BY  ADAM  TUM1NO 

Co-Editor 

The  king  has  returned. 

Kong,  the  legendary  leviathan 
of  the  big  screen  who  first  scaled 
the  Empire  State  Building  with 
Fay  Wray  in  hand  84  years  ago, 
is  back  once  again,  and  bigger 
than  ever. 

“Kong:  Skull  Island”  is  the 
first  film  to  feature  the  great 
ape  since  Peter  Jackson’s  2005 
remake  of  the  original. 

“Skull  Island”  is  more  of  a 
reboot.  It  sets  up  Kong’s  place 
in  the  MonsterVerse,  a  new 
cinematic  universe  from  Warner 
Bros.,  which  began  in  2014  with 
“Godzilla.” 

Why  studios  are  pushing  these 
film  universes  is  puzzling.  It  feels 
as  if  every  new  release  somehow 
fits  into  a  larger  puzzle,  for  no 
apparent  reason. 

It  is  often  unnecessary,  but 
Marvel  has  proven  this  mold 
successful.  Examined  as  a 
stand-alone  film,  “Skull  Island” 
impresses  in  many  areas,  and 
lacks  in  a  few. 

The  plot  is  nothing  earth- 
moving,  but  it  doesn’t  necessarily 
need  to  be.  It  builds  around  a 
government  scientist  named 
Bill  Randa,  played  by  John 
Goodman,  who  receives  funding 


for  an  expedition  to  an  uncharted 
island  in  the  South  Pacific. 

It  is  1973.  The  Vietnam  War 
is  ending  and  the  Cold  War  is 
heating  up.  Randa  knows  that 
his  opportunity  to  explore  the 
island  will  be  gone  once  new 
surveillance  technology  is  able 
to  reach  the  area. 

Randa  garnered  a  bad 
reputation  for  chasing  myths  and 
legends,  but  says  this  journey 
is  simply  to  map  and  record  the 
unknown  land,  using  the  Cold 
War  competition  with  the  Soviet 
Union  to  convince  a  senator  to 
hastily  approve  the  job. 

His  team  includes  a  British 
tracker  named  James  Conrad 
(Tom  Hiddleston),  war 
photographer  Mason  Weaver 
(Brie  Larson)  and  soon-to-be- 
retired  Lt.  Col.  Preston  Packard 
(Samuel  L.  Jackson). 

As  expected,  “Skull  Island” 
is  full  of  action  and  death.  The 
action  sequences  were  quite 
impressive,  as  each  battle  scene 
seemed  to  improve  upon  the  last. 
But,  the  film  does  stumble  around 
when  dealing  with  the  emotional 
impact  of  some  character  deaths. 

Director  Jordan  Vogt-Roberts 
seemed  to  struggle  to  find  a  tone 
most  of  the  time.  This  is  best 
exemplified  when  a  character’s 
attempt  at  self-sacrifice  goes 
horribly  wrong. 


Before  his  death,  there  is  a 
slow-motion  shot  of  his  fellow 
soldiers  crying  out  to  him,  trying 
to  change  his  mind.  When  the 
sacrifice  doesn’t  work  according 
to  plan,  something  just  feels 
strange  about  the  whole  sequence 
and  it  almost  comes  off  as 
humorous. 

Another  possible  issue  lies  in 
the  characterization.  Many  of 
them  are  bland  archetypes,  even 
some  of  the  main  characters. 

Hiddleston’s  Conrad  is  the 
typical  no-nonsense  mercenary 
with  the  heart  of  gold.  Goodman 
is  a  familiar  type  as  well,  with 
Randa  feeling  too  similar  to 
countless  other  wacky  movie 
scientists.  Jackson’s  role  as  the 
desperate  military  officer  at 
the  end  of  a  war  is  also  rather 
overused  in  the  movies  by  now. 

The  performances  of  the 
actors  are  mostly  good,  but 
their  characters  leave  a  lot  to  be 
desired.  The  one  character  who 
is  a  breath  of  fresh  air  is  Hank 
Marlow,  a  WWII  fighter  pilot 
who  has  been  stranded  on  the 
island  for  28  years. 

Marlow  is  played  wonderfully 
by  John  C.  Reilly,  who  is  the  most 
gifted  comic  actor  in  the  film,  and 
makes  good  use  of  his  talents. 

Marlow  calls  the  giant  lizards 
“skull  crawlers.”  When  asked 
why,  his  reasoning  is  “cause  it 


sounds  neat.”  Marlow  is  the 
only  original  character  in  the 
film,  and  his  presence  breathes 
life  into  the  otherwise  familiar 
story. 

There  is  also  quite  an 
abundance  of  Vietnam  War 
commentary.  Perhaps  too 
much.  It  seems  out  of  place 
in  a  2017  blockbuster  about 
a  giant  ape.  Perhaps  if  it  had 
been  done  more  subtly  it  would 
have  worked  better,  but  I’ve 
seen  more  subtle  messaging  in 
terrorist  recruitment  videos. 


However,  Vogt-Roberts  does 
take  advantage  of  the  Vietnam 
Era  setting,  filling  the  movie  with 
a  killer  classic  rock  soundtrack 
and  plenty  of  “Apocalypse  Now” 
references. 

Overall,  “Skull  Island” 
accomplishes  its  goal. 

It  is  a  fun,  fast-paced  monster 
movie  with  plenty  of  action  and 
adventure.  It  only  goes  to  show 
that  no  matter  how  much  time 
passes,  people  will  never  tire  of 
giant  monkeys  with  mean  streaks. 
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Ed  Sheeran's  'Divide'  brings  fans  together 


Photo  courtesy  of  ojficalcharts.com 


By  Becky  Fletcher 

Staff  Writer 

Ed  Sheeran’s  recent  release 
of  his  new  album  “Divide”  left 
fans  everywhere  breathless  at  the 
sheer  neuroticism  presented,  one 
track  after  another. 

Sheeran  opens  with  “Eraser” 
-  a  classic,  acoustic-based  rap 
song  that  has  become  Sheeran’s 
quintessential  sound.  Laced  with 
personal  experiences  that  have 
led  up  to  where  Sheeran  is  now, 
it’s  the  perfect  song  to  introduce 
the  rest  of  the  album. 

Sheeran  keeps  the  upbeat 
tempo  going  with  “Castle  on 
the  Hill.”  This  track  is  pure  in 
its  story-telling  of  returning  to  a 
childhood  home. 

Sheeran  flips  his  classic  sound 
on  the  next  track,  “Dive.” 

“Dive”  is  outside  of  Sheeran’s 
comfort  zone.  It’s  a  soft-rock 
ballad  that’s  bold  for  Sheeran. 
With  female  backed  vocals, 
built-up  harmonies  in  the  chorus, 
ripping  vocals  of  desperation  in 
the  pre-chorus  and  chorus,  and 
a  well-formed  electric  guitar 
solo  in  the  bridge,  Sheeran  did  a 
splendid  job  in  trying  something 
new. 

Skipping  over  the  marimba- 
filled,  yet  repetitive  track  “Shape 
of  You,”  Sheeran’s  next  song 
“Perfect”  is  ideal  for  a  first  dance 
at  a  wedding.  It’s  slow,  cute  and 
has  an  angelic  orchestra  in  the 
background  to  produce  a  blissful 
sound. 

But  then  Sheeran  stuns  with 
his  next  song  “Galway  Girl.” 
“Galway  Girl”  steps  away  from 
anything  ever  done  before.  It’s  a 


Gaelic  rap  quite  frankly.  It’s  truly 
an  intriguing  song  that  provokes 
the  need  to  dance  and  could  be 
put  on  a  constant  loop  for  all  of 
eternity  without  anyone  ever 
being  tired  of  it. 

Sheeran  quickly  changes  his 
mind  again  in  “Happier.”  A  sad 
acoustic  song  on  seeing  an  old 
lover  becoming  happier  with 
somebody  new.  “Happier”  is 
one  of  the  weaker  songs  on  the 
album,  but  nonetheless  it  still 
holds  the  listener’s  attention  with 
good  instrumentation  and  vocal 
harmonies  in  the  chorus. 

Then  it’s  switched  yet  again 
with  “New  Man.”  This  track  is 
a  classic  Sheeran  composition 
with  comedic  verses  about  the 
stereotypical  dirt-bag.  It’s  funny 
and  catchy  with  very  memorable 
lyrics. 

The  next  track,  “Hearts  Don’t 
Break  Around  Here,”  can  be 
likened  in  a  similar  to  the  previous 


track  “Perfect”  except  the  lyrics 
are  much  more  sweet  and  cute  and 
it’s  absent  of  an  orchestra  in  the 
instrumentation. 

This  track  is  a  stripped-down 
acoustic  ballad  about  a  newly- 
formed  love.  The  built-up 
harmonic  background  vocals  and 
acoustic  double-tracks  makes 
“Perfect”  seem  like  the  aftermath 
of  what  “Hearts  Don’t  Break 
Around  Here”  discusses. 

“What  Do  I  Know?”  is  another 
fast  track  about  unity  and  making 
the  world  a  better  place.  Lyrics  like 
“Spread  love  and  understanding, 
positivity”  is  right  to  the  point. 
This  track  is  the  only  one  that 
truly  shares  a  message  about  love, 
hate  and  moving  forward  and  is 
one  of  the  strongest  tracks  on  the 
album. 

The  last  two  tracks,  “How 
Would  You  Feel  (Paean)”  and 
“Supermarket  Flowers,”  are  two 
slow  ballads.  The  first  being 


acoustic-based  while  the  other  is 
piano.  “How  Would  You  Feel”  is 
a  sweet  song  about  falling  in  love 
whereas  “Supermarket  Flowers” 
is  a  heart-wrenching  song  on 
losing  a  loved  one. 

Though  the  two  incite  strong 
emotions  for  the  listener,  no  track 
does  it  better  than  “Supermarket 
Flowers.”  The  lyrics  “So  I’ll  sing 
‘hallelujah’/You  were  an  angel 
in  the  shape  of  my  mum/When  I 
fell  down,  you’d  be  there  holding 
me  up/  spread  your  wings  as  you 
go/  and  when  God  takes  you 
back  he’ll  say,  ‘hallelujah,  you’re 
home’”  will  leave  anybody  in 
a  pool  of  tears.  It’s  a  delicate 
song  with  a  strong  emotionally- 
centered  subject. 

Sheeran’s  deluxe  version  of 
“Divide”  comes  with  four  extra 
tracks  that  continue  to  follow  the 
erratic  pattern  of  sound  in  this 
album. 

“Barcelona”  and  “Bibia  Be 
Ye  Ye”  are  the  exact  opposite  of 
the  album’s  closer  “Supermarket 
Flowers.”  Both  tracks  are 
Mediterranean-influenced  in 
sound  and  are  very  tropical  with 
steel  drums,  acoustic  guitars, 
ukuleles  and  even  saxophones. 


BY  JAREK  MARTINEZ 
Co-Editor 

There  have  been  movies  that 
were  meant  to  scare,  sicken 
or  remain  in  the  back  of  one’s 
mind.  Then  there’s  “The  Belko 
Experiment.” 

As  the  title  suggests,  the 
film  is  really  a  test  of  the 
audience.  When  some  viewers 
were  laughing  at  the  carnage  of 
co workers  killing  each  other  in 
cubicles,  other  members  of  the 
audience  were  quiet. 

When  a  boss  butchers  his 
employees  with  extreme 
brutality,  one  would  hear  screams 
or  a  rather  large  applause. 

Taking  notes  from  more 
modem  B-movies  such  as  the 
“Purge”  franchise  (not  counting 
the  first  one)  or  even  horror 
schlock  flicks  like  “Saw,”  “The 
Belko  Experiment”  is  almost 
like  an  episode  of  the  “Twilight 
Zone.” 

Much  of  the  story  is  clear- 
cut  (no  pun  intended)  as  a 
building  with  80  employees  of  an 
international  company  must  kill 
each  other  in  order  to  survive. 

From  the  mind  of  James 
Gunn,  much  of  the  carnage 
would  be  exploitative  and  almost 
too  shocking  had  there  not  been 
some  dark  humor  peppered  into 
the  script. 

John  Gallagher  Jr.  plays  the 
protagonist  who,  of  course, 
comes  off  as  the  only  one  who  is 
not  a  complete  moron  and  tries  to 
tell  everyone  that  all  the  killing  is 
probably  not  a  good  idea. 

Tony  Goldwyn  plays  a  much 
more  interesting,  maniacal 
CEO  who  decides  through  his 
leadership  he  will  lead  a  group  of 
murderous  coworkers  to  survival. 


It’s  exciting  and  fun  to  listen  to, 
especially  on  a  bright  and  sunny 
day. 

“Nancy  Mulligan”  without 
question  is  Irish-influenced. 
Unlike  “Galway  Girl”  where  it 
can  be  perceived  as  a  hybrid, 
“Nancy  Mulligan”  is  pure  in  form 
with  double-tracked  fiddles  and 
slick  acoustics.  You’d  be  silly  to 
refrain  from  attempting  an  Irish 
step  dance. 

The  last  song,  “Save  Myself,” 
is  a  strict,  personal  song  that  is 
the  heavy  twin  of  “Supermarket 
Flowers,”  but  instead  of  trying  to 
save  another  from  death,  Sheeran 
sings  what  the  title  suggests  -  he 
must  save  himself. 

Though  neurotic  from  track  to 
track,  Sheeran  moves  through  the 
record  seamlessly. 

Sheeran  appeals  to  all  walks 
of  life  and  that’s  what  makes  this 
album  work.  It’s  all  very  personal 
to  him  but  through  sharing  it  with 
us,  and  Sheeran  makes  us  feel 
alive  in  love  and  essence. 

He  makes  us  feel  comfortable 
and  safe  with  the  hope  of  a 
brighter  future  in  the  form  of  a 
song. 


As  each  worker  turns  to  a  side, 
there  is  nothing  compelling  really 
going  on  with  their  characters. 

Perhaps  the  ins anity  and  pacing 
forces  the  film  to  have  characters 
who  either  fall  into  obvious  arcs, 
or  play  to  a  stereotype  that  proved 
either  annoying  or  ridiculously 
stupid. 

However,  several  performances 
to  note  came  from  John  C. 
McGinley,  who  plays  a  socially 
awkward  Belko  employee  that 
feels  frighteningly  relatable, 
while  also  seeming  to  have  plenty 
of  fun  with  his  character  when  it 
became  his  turn  to  be  a  malicious 
maniac. 

Goldwyn  definitely  hammed  it 
up  as  a  cold  and  calculative  boss 
while  Michael  Rooker,  Melonie 
Diaz  and  Adria  Arjona  do  what 
they  can  with  a  script  that  is 
one  part  sporadic  and  two  parts 
disturbing. 

This  movie  delivers  exactly 
what  was  to  be  expected. 
Barely  20  minutes  go  by  before 
the  mayhem  begins,  and  the 
escalation  into  full-on  violence 
is  done  incredibly  well,  thanks  to 
the  direction  of  Greg  McLean. 

As  a  writer,  this  is  probably 
Gunn’s  weakest  work,  as  the  film’s 
tone  and  hit-or-miss  dialogue  felt 
like  missed  opportunities. 

However,  like  Gunn’s  earlier 
work,  there  is  no  holding  back 
with  the  gore.  Like  “Super”  or 
“Slither”  the  trauma-inspired 
angle  is  not  lost,  and  every  scene 
relished  with  white  interior  office 
rooms  spattered  with  blood. 

Style  is  definitely  above 
substance  here,  and  to  see  what 
kind  of  friends  one  has,  simply 
watch  this  movie  and  look  at  who 
revels  in  the  bloodbath,  or  walks 
away  in  disgust. 
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'The  Belko  Experiment' 
both  intrigues,  mortifies 
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Should  have  been  called  'Ghost  Recon:  Mildlands' 


By  jarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

Yet  another  fantastic  idea  with 
plenty  of  ambition  and  hype  that 
just  turned  out  to  be  okay,  and 
definitely  not  worth  60  bucks. 

“Ghost  Recon:  Wildlands”  is 
not  the  next  failure  that  many 
have  compared  to  Ubisoft’s  last 
multiplayer  sandbox  shooter, 
“The  Division.” 

The  game  serves  as  a  more 
tactical  third-person  shooter 
that  much  of  the  series  has  been 
known  for,  while  adding  the 
implementation  of  an  online 
multiplayer  co-op  experience. 

Players  enter  into  the  country 
of  Bolivia  to  infiltrate  the  Santa 
Blanca  Cartel  and  kill  its  gang 
boss,  El  Sueno.  That’s  the  story. 

Instead  of  being  given  an  all- 
American  beefcake  hero,  players 
start  out  the  game  customizing 
their  own  character.  These 
options  are  plenty,  and  not  a 
single  player  met  online  looked 
similar  to  another. 

However,  the  customization 
at  times  makes  the  rest  of  the 
creative  freedom  of  the  game 
look  a  bit  disappointing. 

After  a  bit  of  hand-holding 
in  the  first  mission,  as  well  as 
several  tutorials,  players  are 
essentially  free  to  take  out  the 
entire  cartel  however  they  want 
to. 


Much  of  the  idea  works  very 
well,  as  each  zone  of  the  map  is 
run  by  bosses  and  key  members 
of  the  cartel,  and  many  of  the 
environments  are  lively  and  are 
unique  based  on  which  zone  a 
player  is  on. 

Of  course,  in  order  to  kill  them, 
they  must  be  drawn  out  through 
means  of  destroying  meth  labs, 
supporting  some  rebels  and 
stealing  their  high-end  sports 
cars. 

At  about  the  20-hour  point  of 
doing  many  of  these  recyclable 
missions,  perhaps  what  felt  more 
rewarding  was  hunting  for  loot 
like  new  gun  parts  and  weapons. 

Speaking  of  unlocking,  for 
some  reason  they  forgot  to  take 
out  a  piece  of  an  RPG  element 
from  “The  Division.”  As  people 
progress  and  gain  experience 
points,  they  will  have  many 
abilities  to  pick  from,  like  the 
ability  to  run  fast.  Oh,  and  see 
well.  And  run  quieter. 

Of  all  the  progression  being 
dumped  into  games  to  produce 
longevity,  many  of  these  abilities 
felt  a  bit  underwhelming  and  the 
grinding  for  more  useful  abilities, 
like  a  grenade  launcher  to  kill 
helicopters,  was  more  apparent. 

All  the  little  things  that  can’t 
be  done  in  the  game  also  messes 
with  this  freedom,  even  with 
friends. 

Sure,  you  can  coordinate 
attacks  as  either  stealthy  or  guns- 


blazing,  but  mixing  both  of  these 
styles  ends  up  working  out  a 
majority  of  the  time.  Vehicles  are 
clunky  and  can  be  a  bit  glitchy 
when  it  comes  to  driving  them 
down  a  mountain. 

Whatever  freedom  people  have, 
even  when  playing  together,  it 
always  feels  restricted.  Everyone 
starts  out  with  the  same  weapon, 
there  is  no  customization  for  any 
cars  or  planes,  and  why  can’t  you 
throw  mines? 

So  many  little  problems  and 
shortcuts  really  undermine  how 
much  fun  one  can  have  for  a  few 
hours  in  this  game.  Sure  players 
have  the  freedom  to  turn  the 


HUD  off  and  set  themselves  in 
a  realistic  tactical  shooter,  but 
how  much  of  a  novelty  does  this 
become?  It’s  the  same  game, 
only  players  are  just  walking 
blind,  and  experiencing  the  same 
experiences. 

Friends  are  key  to  this  game, 
but  it  really  is  a  shame  that  a 
game  that  allows  you  to  go  alone 
will  also  make  you  feel  even 
more  worthless.  AI  teammates 
never  seem  to  die  while  also 
providing  all  the  support  and 
free  kills  with  the  use  of  what 
is  called  a  “sync-shot,”  aka  the 
instant  death  button. 

“Wildlands”  is  very  akin  to  a 


game  like  “Crackdown.” 

Sure  it  really  is  fun  to  get 
progressively  stronger  and  better 
while  also  having  the  freedom 
to  complete  missions  however 
and  whenever  one  wants  to.  But, 
repetition  and  stagnation  lingers 
more  the  longer  someone  plays. 

In  short,  with  plenty  of  friends, 
the  fun  of  the  game  comes 
from  having  that  company  and 
laughing  at  the  ridiculous  bugs 
the  expansive  game-world  has 
to  offer,  but  under  all  of  it  is 
something  that  is  not  the  next-gen 
game  that  they  continue  to  brag 
about  in  their  marketing. 


Photo  courtesy  ofplaystation.com 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 

More  NFL  legends 
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deteriorating 


ByadamTumino 

Co-Editor 


The  NFL  was  dealt  another 
blow  last  week  in  its  effort  to  stay 
a  step  ahead  of  ever  mounting 
criticism  over  the  links  between 
football  and  debilitating  brain 
injuries. 

It  was  made  public  recently 
that  two  NFL  legends  are  dealing 
with  serious  health  issues. 

Former  San  Francisco  49ers 
wide  receiver  Dwight  Clark,  60, 
who  was  on  the  receiving  end 
of  the  iconic  “The  Catch”  in  the 
1981  NFC  Championship  game, 
took  to  Twitter  to  reveal  his 
diagnosis. 


“I  wanted  to  share  some 
unfortunate  news:  I  have  ALS.” 

ALS,  better  known  as  Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease,  is  an  incurable 
disease  that  attacks  nerve  cells  in 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 

As  it  spreads  throughout  the 
body,  it  shuts  down  muscles  and 
eventually  causes  death. 

Clark  also  released  a  statement 
that  was  linked  in  the  tweet.  He 
cited  neck  pain  that  dated  back 
to  his  career.  He  also  mentioned 
pain  and  loss  of  strength  in  his  left 
hand,  which  is  now  also  affecting 
his  right  hand,  abdominal 
muscles,  lower  back  and  right  leg. 

“I  can’t  run,  play  golf  or 
walk  any  distances,”  said 
Clark.  “Picking  up  anything  over 
30  pounds  is  a  chore.” 

These  developments  are 
tragic  for  any  person,  but  are 
particularly  alarming  coming 
from  a  former  professional 
athlete,  who  was  once  in  optimal 
physical  condition. 

Though  sad,  this  diagnosis  is 
hardly  surprising  to  those  who 
are  aware  of  the  toll  football  takes 
on  its  players.  In  Clark’s  case, 
the  correlation  between  football 
and  ALS  became  an  immediate 
subject.  He  said  he  has  been 
asked  if  he  believes  football  is 
responsible. 

“I  don’t  know  for  sure.  But  I 
certainly  suspect  it  did,”  Clark 


said.  If  football  is  to  blame,  it  will 
soon  take  the  life  of  another  one 
of  its  most  famous  figures.  “The 
Catch”  is  one  of  those  plays  that 
will  never  be  forgotten. 

It  is  one  of  the  few  plays  in 
sports  history  that  is  known  by 
a  singular  name.  No  context  is 
required. 

It  was  the  play  that  ended  the 
Cowboys’  dynasty,  and  birthed 
the  49ers’  dynasty. 

However,  it  will  now  have  a 
somber  new  meaning. 

Perhaps  a  little  closer  to  home 
for  many  in  the  Chicago  area. 
Bears  legend  and  NFL  Hall  of 
Famer  Gale  Sayers  has  also  been 
struggling  with  health  issues 
lately. 

The  73-year-old  former 
running  back,  whose  career  was 
cut  short  by  devastating  knee 
injuries,  became  the  youngest 
Hall  of  Fame  inductee  at  just  34. 

Sayers  is  now  dealing  with  the 
escalating  effects  of  dementia.  He 
was  first  diagnosed  in  2013,  but 
his  wife  Ardie  Sayers  believes  the 
onset  began  as  early  as  2009.  For 
a  man  of  Sayers’  age  at  that  time, 
dementia  isn’t  unheard  of,  but 
football  is  believed  to  be  partially 
at  fault. 

“Like  the  doctor  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  said,  ‘Yes,  a  part  of  this 
has  to  be  on  football,”’  said  Ardie 
Sayers,  who  now  does  most  of  the 


public  speaking  on  her  husband’s 
behalf. 

She  also  detailed  the  difficulties 
Gale  is  having  in  his  day-to-day 
life.  Not  only  are  his  memories 
slipping  rapidly,  but  simple  tasks 
now  take  lots  of  vigilance  and 
patience. 

She  practices  signing  his 
name  with  him,  but  he  often 
has  difficulty  in  the  task.  She 
also  once  stopped  him  when  he 
attempted  to  wash  his  hands  with 
carpet  cleaner. 

The  struggles  of  the  Sayers  and 
Smith  families  are  unfortunately 
not  uncommon  among  the 
families  of  former  NFL  players. 
Eventually,  the  damage  that  the 
athletes  are  doing  to  their  bodies 
and  minds  has  to  begin  to  wear  on 
the  fans. 

How  many  NFL  legends  have 
to  suffer  before  the  morality  of 
football  becomes  a  true  issue, 
especially  in  a  hard-nosed  city 
like  Chicago,  whose  former 
heroes  are  either  dying  because 
of  football  or  have  already  died. 

Football  claimed  the  life 
of  1985  Bear  Dave  Duerson, 
who  committed  suicide  after 
struggling  with  the  brain  disease 
CTE. 

Walter  Payton  also  dealt  with 
the  repercussions  of  his  playing 
career,  as  his  painkiller  use  likely 
led  to  the  cancer  that  killed  him.  It 


is  also  claiming  the  mind  of  their 
former  teammate,  quarterback 
Jim  McMahon. 

These  gridiron  gladiators  who 
we  cheer  for  on  Sunday  are  quite 
literally  killing  themselves  for 
our  enjoyment. 

Sure,  now  that  medical 
information  is  more  available, 
we  know  the  risks.  The  current 
players  know  the  risks. 

But  what  about  the  scores 
of  players  who  never  reach  the 
NFL?  They  are  suffering  brain 
damage  just  the  same.  But  the 
NFL  continues  their  steady 
stream  of  sophistry  when  dealing 
with  the  dangers  of  football. 

Regardless  of  what  they  say, 
there  is  no  way  to  make  football 
safer.  There  are  no  helmets  that 
can  protect  the  inside  of  the  skull, 
no  tackling  techniques  that  reduce 
the  jarring  of  the  brain.  It  is  folly. 

The  NFL,  in  its  reckless 
arrogance,  is  endangering  the 
many  people  still  on  the  fence 
about  football. 

Kids  are  risking  their  future 
health  to  play  football,  because 
their  parents  are  being  assured 
that  the  game  is  becoming  safer. 

Give  me  a  break.  For  the  sake 
of  Gale  Sayers,  Dwight  Clark  and 
the  countless  other  who  suffer 
daily,  ask  yourself  a  question.  Is 
football  worth  it? 
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Lady  Wolves’  Team  Leaders 


Hitting 

Batting  Average 

On-Base  Percentage 

Slugging  Percentage 

Paige 

Guerrero 

.462 

523 

.667 

Rachel 

Andrade 

.409 

435 

•795 

Sarah 

Goff 

313 

•371 

.406 

Pitching 

Innings  Pitched 

Games  Started 

Earned  Run  Average 

Stacey 

Stanton 

48.2 

6 

3-74 

Softball 

Guerrero  is  leading  the  team 
in  batting  average  among  players 
with  at  least  five  at-bats.  She  is 
hitting  at  a  .462  clip.  She  ranks 
1 5th  in  the  nation  in  total  bases, 

1 1th  in  hits  and  third  in  triples. 

Sophomore  Rachel  Andrade 
is  also  hitting  the  ball  well  early 
on.  Her  batting  average  sits  at 
.409  and  she  is  16th  in  the  nation 
with  a  .795  slugging  percentage. 
Andrade’s  OPS  is  currently  at 
1.230.  She  also  leads  the  nation 
with  her  five  triples. 

Guerrero  and  Andrade  are  tied 
for  the  team  lead  with  18  hits. 
Freshman  outfielder  Sarah  Goff 
is  also  producing  in  her  first 
season,  hitting  .313  while  having 
the  third  most  RBI  on  the  team. 

Sophomore  pitcher  Stacey 
Stanton  has  been  the  workhorse 
of  the  Lady  Wolves’  pitching 
staff  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
season. 

Stanton  is  currently  leading 
the  team  in  every  major  pitching 
category.  Her  statistics  put  her 
around  the  tops  of  national 
leaderboards  as  well.  .Stanton 
ranks  sixth  in  total  appearances 
and  fifth  in  both  games  started 
and  wins. 

Stanton  has  pitched  complete 
games  in  four  of  her  six  starts, 
which  places  her  seventh  in  that 
category.  She  also  has  the  14th 
best  opponents’  batting  average 
(.233)  and  the  seventh  most 


strikeouts  (30),  all  while  pitching 
the  third  most  innings  in  the 
nation. 

The  rest  of  the  pitching  staff 
has  yet  to  follow  suit,  as  the 
team  ERA  of  8.46  sits  well  above 
Stanton’s  mark  of  3.74,  which  is 
the  2 1st  lowest  nationally. 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  more 
..robust  offensive  numbers  this 
season,  with  a  team  slash  line 
of  .304/.374/.488.  They  lead  the 
nation  with  11  triples  and  have 


the  sixth  most  doubles,  combined 
to  place  them  fifth  wits  34  extra 
base  hits. 

They  also  rank  in  the  national 
top  10  in  at-bats  (339),  runs  (74), 
hits  (103),  RBI  (62)  and  total 
bases  (152). 

The  team’s  batting  average  is 
up  23  points  from  a  year  ago,  and 
their  ERA  has  dropped  by  1.21 
runs. 

The  Lady  Wolves  won  their 
first  two  games  of  the  season. 


including  a  20-run  blowout  of 
Milwaukee  Area  Tech  in  the 
second  game. 

They  also  participated  in  the 
Fastpitch  Dreams  Spring  Classic 
in  North  Myrtle  Beach,  South 
Carolina  from  March  10  through 
13.  The  team  went  3-2  during 
this  trip,  putting  up  1 1  runs  in  the 
opening  game.  They  also  posted 
a  shutout  win  in  the  finale  of  the 
classic. 

A  2-4  conference  record  in 


the  N4C  gives  the  Lady  Wolves 
the  potential  to  improve  upon 
their  seeding  at  the  end  of  the 
season.  The  Lady  Wolves  earned 
four  combined  conference  wins 
in  the  last  two  seasons,  which 
did  not  help  them  much,  come 
postseason  play. 

The  Lady  Wolves  bridge  the 
gap  from  March  to  April  with 
a  stretch  of  eight  home  games, 
where  they  look  to  bolster  their 
record. 
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•  USF  offers  48  undergraduate  and  16  graduate  programs. 
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Sports  Opinion 


The  Bulls  must  draft  a  new  approach 


BY  TOM  O’CONNER 
Staff  Writer 

It  is  very  hard  to  think  of  a 
team  so  poorly  equipped  for  the 
present  and  as  ill-prepared  for  the 
future  than  the  Chicago  Bulls, 
the  Brooklyn  Nets  appear  to  be 
the  only  team  positioned  any 
worse  than  the  Bulls.  Brooklyn  is 
already  eliminated  from  a  playoff 
berth  and  will  not  control  their 
own  draft  pick  until  2019. 

The  Chicago  Bulls  front  office 
has  been  very  noncommittal 
when  asked  about  their  efforts  to 
rebuild  the  roster.  Last  season’s 
dismal  finish  engendered  a  livid 
reaction  among  the  fan  base, 
who  expected  a  more  concrete 
plan  moving  forward.  This  past 
summer,  the  Bulls  front  office 
admitted  that  their  experiment  of 
utilizing  highly-touted  veterans 
to  headline  the  team  had  failed. 
Gar  Forman  and  John  Paxson  had 
told  reporters  that  they  wanted 
the  Bulls  to  get  younger. 

Inexplicably,  the  Bulls  went 
out  and  signed  veterans  Rajon 
Rondo  and  Dwyane  Wade 
instead. 

The  Bulls  have  been  on  an 
arduous  journey  for  quite  some 
time,  dating  back  to  when  Captain 
Kirk  (Kirk  Hinrich)  was  guiding 
a  sinking  ship.  In  recent  years. 


the  Bulls  have  been  buoyed  by 
past-their-prime  veterans. 

The  Bulls  approached  the 
All-Star  break  with  a  28-29 
record;  hardly  impressive  by 
any  means. 

They  recently  traded  veteran 
Taj  Gibson,  third-year  forward 
Doug  McDermott  and  a  2018 
second  round  pick  in  exchange 
for  Cameron  Payne,  Joffrey 
Lauvergne  and  Anthony 
Morrow.  The  potentiality  of 
Payne  and  Lauvergne,  who 
are  22  and  25  respectively,  is 
relatively  unknown,  especially 
since  they  have  played  so  little 
at  this  juncture  in  their  careers. 

If  the  Bulls  somehow  manage 
to  make  the  playoffs,  they  will 
likely  end  up  with  the  16th  or 
1 7th  pick  in  the  draft. 

The  Bulls  are  the  worst 
3-point  shooting  team  in  the 
NBA,  while  turning  the  ball 
over  at  an  impressive  rate  and 
have  a  very  porous  defense, 
particularly  in  transition.  Coach 
Fred  Hoiberg’s  squad  is  21st  in 
transition  defense,  allowing  14 
fast  break  points  per  game.  By 
contrast,  the  Detroit  Pistons, 
who  beat  the  Bulls  last  Monday 
night  109-95,  lead  the  league, 
permitting  an  average  of  10.5 
ppg  as  per  data  posted  by 
teamrankings.com. 

While  the  Bulls  are  no  longer 
known  for  their  defensive 


tenacity-which  never  went 
unnoticed  with  the  likes  of 
Joakim  Noah  and  Taj  Gibson- 
their  offense  is  of  much  greater 
concern.  Offensively,  the  Bulls 
are  26th  in  points  per  game, 
averaging  a  meager  102  points. 
This  point  total  is  far  below  the 
league  average,  as  stated  by 
ESPN.com. 

There  is  a  somewhat  loaded 
free  agency  looming  in  the 
summer  of  2017.  The  Bulls  will 
be  looking  to  retool  at  two  or 
three  different  positions. 

They  will  likely  reach  a  buyout 
agreement  with  Rondo,  so  as  to 
continue  their  trend  of  signing 
point  guards  and  then  dumping 
them  the  following  year  (as  was 
the  case  with  Nate  Robinson  and 
DJ  Augustin).  Dwyane  Wade  has 
been  a  vital  component  of  the 
offense,  but  may  take  his  talents 
elsewhere  if  the  Bulls  do  not 
construct  a  supporting  cast  of 
considerable  talent.  In  addition, 
Michael  Carter  Williams, 
Christiano  Felicio,  Joffrey 
Lauvergne  and  Nikola  Mirotic 
are  all  under  team  options. 

Michael  Carter  Williams, 
while  inconsistent  and  currently 
out  with  a  knee  injury,  has  the 
potential  to  be  a  solid  rotation 
player. 

Felicio  will  almost  certainly 
return.  He  is  a  young  asset  who 
crashes  the  boards  and  wreaks 


havoc  on  the  defensive  end. 
The  tandem  of  Felicio  and 
Portis  give  the  Bulls’  front 
court  a  positive  outlook  for  the 
uncertain  future. 

The  Bulls  lack  significant 
depth  at  point  guard.  Jeff 
Teague  and  Patty  Mills  become 
unrestricted  free  agents  this 
summer,  but  neither  of  which 
would  make  the  Bulls  any 
younger,  if  that  is,  in  fact, 
management’s  goal.  Langston 
Galloway,  who  is  still  in 
his  youthful  years,  could 
potentially  be  a  nice  pickup, 
but  his  availability  is  dependent 
upon  a  player  option. 


There  will  not  be  any  promising 
point  guards  available  when 
the  Bulls  make  their  first  round 
selection,  even  if  they  retain  the 
Sacramento  Kings  protected  pick. 
Miles  Bridges  from  Michigan 
State,  a  one  and  done  freshman, 
would  fill  a  void  for  the  Bulls 
at  the  small  forward  position. 
Bridges  is  averaging  16.6  ppg 
this  season,  while  shooting  40 
percent  from  3-point  territory, 
according  to  ESPN.com. 

Unless  the  Bulls  management 
rebuilds  as  they  had  promised, 
a  long  playoff  drought  seems 
imminent. 


Why  transfer  to  Concordia-Chicago? 

Affordable  cost.  Every  full-time  transfer  student  receives  a 
scholarship  of  up  to  $15,000  upon  admission  to  CUC. 

Personal  attention.  You'll  make  one-on-one  connections 
with  professors  who  advise  and  mentor  you. 

Ideal  location.  Just  10  miles  west  of  downtown  Chicago, 
great  opportunities  for  internships  and  jobs  are  nearby. 

A  simple  transfer.  Your  personal  admission  counselor  will 
guide  you  through  every  step  of  the  transfer  process. 


CAMPUS  VISIT  DAY 

Saturday,  April  29 

(Open  to  transfer  students  interested  in  enrolling  for  Spring  2018 
or  later  semesters) 

WALK-IN  WEDNESDAYS  AT  CUC 

Take  advantage  of  our  instant  admission  option, 
available  just  for  transfer  students,  every  Wednesday 
in  April  and  June  from  1-6  p.m. 


LEARN  MORE  at  CUChicago.edu/transfer 
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Sports 


Photo  by  Joe  Grabowski 

Center  fielder  Rob  Blissitt  steps  into  the  batter’s  box  against  Carl  Sandburg  on  March  26. 


JJC  opens  with  road-heavy  schedule 


Photo  by  Joe  Grabowski 

Joe  McGuire  throws  the  ball  in  from  left  field  against  Sandburg. 


BY  JOE  GRABOWKSI 

Sports  Editor 

Spring  is  upon  us,  and  with 
that,  baseball  is  here  for  the  start 
of  its  lengthy  race. 

The  JJC  Wolves  baseball 
team  began  play  back  on  Feb. 
22,  the  Division  III  Wolves  won 
on  opening  day  by  defeating  the 
Division  II  Prairie  State  Pioneers. 
The  Wolves  have  played  13 
games  thus  far,  winning  just 
five.  The  Wolves  dropped  seven 
of  the  eight  games  on  the  road. 

Hitting  the  ball  has  not  been 
the  problem  for  the  Wolves  who 
as  a  team  are  batting  .309.  The 
long  ball  has  not  been  part  of  the 
repertoire,  however,  cranking 
out  only  one  home  run.  Still, 
the  Wolves  are  only  five  games 
behind  the  Region  IV  leader 
Elgin  College  Spartans. 

The  Spartans  lead  the  way  so 
far  with  a  record  of  4-3,  followed 
by  Harper  (2-2),  Waubonsee  (4- 
4),  Oakton  (7-8),  Rock  Valley 
(6-8)  and  then  JJC  at  5-8. 

The  Wolves  are  led  in  hitting 
by  catcher,  Joe  McGuire,  who  is 
batting  .487.  Rob  Blissit  (.476), 
Adam  Knerr  (.429)  and  Anthony 
Agne  (.343)  round  out  the  top 


four.  These  four  players  are  the 
core  of  the  team,  compiling  69 
hits,  27  RBIs,  18  doubles  and 
scoring  42  of  the  team’s  70  runs. 

Just  two  years  removed  from 
runner-up  national  champions, 
head  coach  Wayne  King  will  look 
to  get  the  Wolves  back  on  the  right 
track.  King  has  won  two  NJCAA 
Division  III  Championships  in  the 
last  10  years,  winning  the  World 
Series  in  2008  and  2012. 

The  Wolves  coaching  staff  is 
a  group  that  has  been  coaching 
the  baseball  team  for  a  long  time. 
King  is  entering  his  31st  season 
as  the  head  coach.  Associate 
head  coach  Gregg  Braun  will  be 
returning  for  his  ninth  season  as 
King’s  right-hand  man.  The  team 
also  has  two  long  tenured  coaches 
with  Mark  Marino  coming  into 
his  10th  year  and  Randall  Rivera 
beginning  his  seventh  season. 

The  road-heavy  schedule  to 
start  the  season  has  gotten  the 
team  off  to  a  rocky  start.  The 
Wolves  had  to  play  nine  of  the  first 
11  games  on  the  road,  dropping 
seven  of  them.  The  home  games 
have  been  successful,  starting 
with  the  win  at  home  on  opening 
day  against  a  higher  division 
team. 

A  road  trip  to  Jefferson, 


Missouri  to  play  the  Division 
I  Vikings  was  the  first  test 
for  the  Wolves  following  the 
opening-day  win.  The  Wolves 
and  Vikings  split  the  series  two 
games  each. 

Back  at  home  on  March  7,  the 
Wolves  defeated  Kishwaukee, 
15-10.  The  team  then  had  to 
head  off  to  Volunteer  State  for 
two  games,  then  to  Columbia 
State  for  a  three-game  series. 
The  Wolves  got  swept  in  both 
series,  dropping  five  games  in 
a  row  before  coming  home  and 


defeating  McHenry  County  on 
March  22. 

The  team  will  get  to  stay 
home  for  a  while,  following  the 
doubleheader  split  with  McHenry 
County,  the  Wolves  will  play 


their  next  10  games  at  home. 
However,  the  season  is  a  long  and 
arduous  one.  The  seasons  spans 
from  February  through  May  and 
requires  a  great  deal  of  endurance 
and  dedication. 


Upcoming  Baseball  Game  Schedule  i 

Wed.  March  29th 

@  Kankakee  CC 

3:00  p.m. 

Thur.  March  30th 

Home 

3:00  p.m. 

Sat.  April  1st 

Home 

12:00  p.m. 

Sun.  April  2nd 

@  Waubonsee  CC 

12:00  p.m. 

Mon.  April  3rd 

Home 

2:00  p.m. 

Mon.  April  3rd 

Home 

4:30  p.m. 

Tue.  April  4th 

Home 

2:00  p.m. 

Sat.  April  8th 

@  Triton  College 

12:00  p.m. 

Sun.  April  9th 

Home 

12:00  p.m. 

Tue.  April  11th 

Home 

2:00  p.m. 

Thur.  April  13th 

(5)  Prairie  State  College 

3:00  p.m. 

PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Baseball 
Joe  McGuire 


Freshman  Joe  McGuire  has 
had  a  very  productive  season  at 
the  plate  for  the  Wolves.  He  leads 
the  team  in  batting  average  (.487) 
and  doubles  (7).  The  Lockport 
Township  product  has  1 9  hits  and 
9  RBIs  this  season. 


Softball 
Paige  Guerrero 


Freshman  Paige  Guerrero  has  made 
a  strong  showing  at  the  plate  for  the 
Lady  Wolves.  She  leads  the  team  in 
batting  average  (.469),  hits  (15),  and 
RBIs  (10).  The  Plainfield  East  graduate 
also  has  posted  3  doubles  and  3  triples 
this  season. 


The  Blazer  is 
Online! 
jjcblazer.com 

Follow  us  on 
Twitter  & 
Instagram 
@JJC_Blazer 
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Kim  Hegel 


Kim  Fiegel: 
true  treasure 

By  Malek  Clay 


Staff  Writer 

Kyungran  Feigel  is  a  mother, 
cashier,  blogger  and  a  traveler 
all  in  one. 

Bom  in  South  Korea, 
Kyungran  was  her  birth  name, 
but  she  is  known  to  JJC  staff, 
students  and  faculty  by  “Kim.” 

Kim  has  lived  in  the  United 
States  since  1995,  but  returned 
home  to  South  Korea  in  2000. 
She  stayed  in  Korea  for  five 
years  before  returning  back  to 
the  states  in  2005. 

Kim  creates  a  positive 
environment  for  students, 
living  life  through  a  saying  she 
recalled  from  a  famous  poet  and 
civil  rights  activist. 

“I  like  this  quote  by  Dr.  Maya 
Angelou,”  said  Kim.  ‘“Be  a 
rainbow  in  someone  else’s 
cloud.’  I  would  like  to  live  like 
that.” 

Before  working  at  JJC, 
Kim  worked  for  Korea  Heavy 
Industries.  This  company  is 
where  she  met  her  husband,  who 
served  as  a  nuclear  inspector. 

The  couple  has  been  married 
for  almost  22  years. 

The  couple  also  has  two  sons. 
One  is  a  high  school  senior, 
while  the  other  currently  serves 
in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

She  is  very  proud  to  live  in 
America  for  its  opportunities, 
and  admitted  that  back  in  South 
Korea  there  were  no  student 

See  Treasure,  page  6 


Culinary  Dept,  flaunts  new  facility 


Rudy  Arana  (left)  and  Abraham  Hulchapa  prepare  a  kabob  during 
the  Wandering  Feast. 


photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

JJC’s  new  City  Center 
Campus  was  prepared  and  ready 
to  serve  the  350  attendees  at  the 
Culinary  Arts  Department’s  first 
ever  Wandering  Feast. 

The  event  was  held  on 
Thursday,  April  21  at  6  p.m., 
and  gave  the  department  the 
opportunity  to  show  off  their 
new  kitchens  and  dining  areas,  as 
well  as  state-of-the-art  culinary 
and  educational  technology. 

The  City  Center  Campus  was 
officially  opened  in  a  ceremony 
on  April  11,  and  houses 
five  stories  of  kitchens  and 
classrooms  for  students  going 
into  the  culinary  arts. 

Located  in  the  heart  of 
downtown  Joliet,  it  is  in  a  prime 
location  for  many  more  events  in 
the  future.  And  if  the  Wandering 

See  Culinary,  page  5 


Autism  and 
gaining  the 

By  Tom  O’Connor 

Staff  Writer 

To  decompress  at  the  end 
of  every  school  day,  I  feel 
compelled  to  become  a  lecturer 
of  some  sort,  and  block  out 
the  world  around  me  with  the 


the  community  college  experience: 
home  court  advantage  in  education 

mucinrre  of  kaclrotholl  T  nnoa  m.J.,  _ _ : _ _  1  . «  •  ^ 


musings  of  basketball.  I  pace 
back  and  forth  all  over  the 
house,  speaking  in  basketball 
vernacular  and  relaying  the 
voluminous  history  of  basketball 
to  anyone  that  is  willing  to  lend 
an  ear. 

This  usually  just  leaves  me. 
While  my  brain  has  mastered  the 


study  of  hoopology,  reaching  the 
various  echelons  of  “normal” 
social  development  can  be  quite 
the  challenge  for  a  person  with 
autism. 

When  social  situations  arise, 
my  mind  searches  for  the  correct 
response.  Social  endeavors,  to 
use  a  basketball  analogy,  are  like 


being  the  road  team  for  every 
single  game. 

Although  you  and  the  other 
individual  are  playing  in  the 
same  game,  you  are  at  a  clear 
disadvantage  as  you  strive 
to  dribble  and  pass  the  ball. 

See  Autism  page  4 


Event  Center  offers  new  amenities  for  athletes 


Check 

out 

what's 

inside 


6K  charity  race  Came  Review  Play  Review 
Page  4  Page  7  Page  12 


BY  ]QE  GRABOWSKI 

Sports  Editor 

JJC  Athletics,  specifically 
basketball  and  volleyball,  are 
getting  a  new  home.  The  sports 
teams  will  soon  be  playing 
their  home  games  in  the  newly 
constructed  JJC  Event  Center. 

Construction  has  been 
completed,  and  the  official 
opening  will  be  at  the  start  of  the 
new  school  year  in  the  fall. 

The  Wolves  said  goodbye  to 


A.A.  Wills  Gymnasium  earlier 
this  year.  The  second  floor  gym 
that  basketball  and  volleyball 
players  called  their  home  saw 
its  last  game  be  played  in 
February.  Willis  Gymnasium 
had  been  used  for  basketball  and 
volleyball  games  since  1972. 

Athletes  of  JJC  are  leaving 
their  old  athletic  quarters  of 
approximately  19,500  square 
feet,  and  upgrading  to  the  JJC 


See  Event,  page  15 


The  new  JJC  Event  Center. 


photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


2  Editorial 

Life,  liberty,  congressional  approval 


If  history  has  taught  us 
anything,  it  is  that  one 
person  should  not  wield 
supreme  decision  making 
power.  Humans  are 
imperfect,  emotional  and 
impulsive  creatures-  some 
more  than  others. 

This  is  why  most 
governments  have  checks 
and  balances  in  place. 
If  one  person  has  all  the 
power,  they  can  make 
rash  decisions  and  leave 
everyone  else  scrambling 
to  pick  up  the  pieces. 

Our  current  president 
is  a  man  who  seems  to 
follow  emotions  and 
feelings  more  than  logic 
or  reason. 

The  President  of  the 
United  States  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  and 
influential  people  in  the 
world.  Their  words  and 
actions  can  affect  the  lives 
of  7  billion  people.  When 
the  world  is  as  volatile  as 
it  currently  is,  impulsive 


decisions  can  be  very 
dangerous. 

This  is  why  Congress  is 
given  the  power  to  declare 
war.  It  takes  one  of  the 
riskiest  decisions  out  of 
the  hands  of  one  person 
and  places  it  with  535. 

The  likelihood  for  a 
measured  and  logical 
response  increases  greatly. 
There  is  a  reason  that  this 
power  is  given  to  Congress 
in  the  Constitution. 

If  this  was  not  in  place. 
President  Trump  could 
take  us  to  war  with 
whichever  country  upset 
him  the  most. 

From  the  perspective 
of  President  Trump,  the 
temptation  to  go  to  war  is 
very  real.  He  launched  a 
missile  strike  on  a  Syrian 
air  base  after  seeing  the 
terrible  pictures  and 
videos  of  the  recent  gas 
attack  on  Syrian  civilians, 
many  of  them  children. 

Anyone  is  justified 


to  be  disgusted  with 
those  responsible  for 
the  atrocities  that  occur 
around  the  globe  every 
day.  But  emotional 
decisions  can  sometimes 
avoid  dealing  with  the 
underlying  consequences. 

That  is  why  Congress 
must  be  placed  between 
the  president  and  the 
launch  button.  Without 
congressional  approval, 
the  president  could  launch 
missiles  several  times  a 
week  in  response  to  some 
foreign  tragedy. 

The  temptation  certainly 
exists,  and  is  not  entirely 
unwarranted.  But  war 
is  not  as  simple  as  good 
versus  evil,  however 
subjective  those  terms 
may  be. 

There  are  repercussions 
for  every  militaiy  action, 
even  when  the  action 
is  performed  with  good 
intentions.  There  is  the 
possibility  of  unwanted 


collateral  damage,  and 
very  few  countries  are 
alone  in  their  actions.  It  is 
difficult  to  intervene  in  one 
nation  without  angering 
one  of  their  allies. 

Another  important 
consequence  of  military 
action  is  domestic 
opinion.  Many  Americans 
don’t  like  seeing  multi¬ 
million  dollar  missiles 
streaking  across  the  sky 
when  their  drinking  water 
is  contaminated  or  their 
insurance  is  about  to 
disappear. 

Congressional  approval 
is  in  place  as  a  safety  net 
for  the  president,  as  are  all 
checks  and  balances.  The 
only  issue  is  that  those 
responsible  for  them  must 
be  willing  to  use  them.  A 
Congress  that  is  afraid  to 
make  the  right  decisions, 
whatever  they  might  be,  is 
the  same  as  no  Congress 
at  all. 


Question  of  the  issue 

In  light  of  recent  events  in  the  Middle 
East,  do  you  feel  it  is  important  for  the 
president  to  seek  congressional  approval 
before  taking  military  action?  Why? 


Anna  Pizarro 


Tony  Alonso 


Emily  Hernandez 


Pat  Gallagher 


“Yes.  It’s  a  situation  where 
whatever  the  president 
says  will  affect  a  lot  of 
people.  ” 


“Honestly,  I  don ’t  think  we 
should  even  intervene  in 
any  other  country  besides 
ourselves.  I  think  America 
needs  to  fix  its  problems 
first  before  it  even  tries  to 
fix  other  people ’s  problems. 
We  have  the  most  people 
per  capita  in  prison.  We 
have  schools  closing.  We 
have  poison  water.  We  ’re 
not  really  finding  any 
solutions.  ” 


“I  think  it  is  good  for 
our  president  to  seek 
congressional  approval 
because  he  is  just  one 
person,  and  if  that  one 
person  doesn ’t  look  at  all 
sides  of  the  problem  that 
are  at  hand,  it  could  cause 
later  problems.  ” 


“1  think  it  is  important,  but 
I  am  hesitant  to  see  what 
will  happen.  There ’s  a  lot  a 
risk.  ” 
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Emma’s  Issues 

Be  your  own 


BY  EMMA  CARTER 


Copy  Editor 

Isn’t  it  ironic  how  the 
people  who  are  supposed  to  be 
helping  you  in  this  world  are 
the  ones  who  can  decide  to  be 
unsympathetic  and  harm  you  the 
most?  The  people  to  which  I  am 
referring  to  mostly  are  professors 
and  doctors. 

Without  professors,  we  lack 
the  knowledge  necessary  for 
our  bright  futures.  Without 
doctors,  we  lack  the  necessary 
understanding  of  symptoms 
and  how  best  to  manage  them, 
helping  us  through  possible 
crises. 


We  come  to  these  people  in 
the  most  crucial  times  of  our 
lives.  We  come  to  them  to  pursue 
our  education  and  our  need  of 
medical  attention,  and  they  have 
the  power  to  be  cruel  in  return. 

We  have  values  that  we 
conform  to  be  individualistic.  We 
are  a  proud  nation.  Our  economy 
is  the  best  example,  in  a  capitalist 
economy  corporations  are 
constantly  fighting  for  customers. 

It  is  within  this  nation,  once  we 
start  to  understand  the  world,  that 
we  see  the  evils  within  it. 

We  are  exposed  to  people  who 
lack  sympathy,  empathy  and 
reasoning. 

What  I  don’t  understand  is 
why,  if  society  is  so  harsh  and 
you  need  to  be  a  bulldog  to 
get  through  life,  we  now  give 
everyone  participation  medals  in 
little  kid  sports. 

From  a  young  age,  we  are 
teaching  future  generations  of 
this  world  that  they  get  a  prize  for 
coming  in  second  place.  These 
kids  are  going  to  grow  up  and  see 
the  harshness  of  the  world. 

If  you  aren’t  in  first,  or  on  good 
terms  with  a  teacher,  or  have 
the  insurance  necessary  for  an 


understanding  doctor,  then  you  in 
fact  get  nothing  more  than  a  taste 
of  the  harsh  world. 

The  reality  of  it  is,  you  have 
to  fight  for  what  you  want,  and 
the  second  you  don’t  feel  like 
fighting  anymore  is  when  you  dig 
in  deep  and  fight  harder. 

We  were  never  prepared  for  a 
society  this  harsh.  The  only  way 
you  can  be  prepared  for  is  to  be 
exposed  to  it  through  whatever 
life  throws  your  way. 

The  trick  I’ve  learned  is  to  find 
those  people  who  are  willing  to 
help  you  fight  for  yourself,  who 
have  the  same  issues,  see  the 
same  evils  and  are  on  your  side. 
Someone  who  has  been  through  it 
and  can  give  you  the  best  advice. 

In  society,  we  listen  to  these 
people  who  are  supposed  to  be 
“experts”  on  subjects  that  we  do 
not  yet  have  the  knowledge  in, 
but  sometimes  their  advice  hurts 
more  than  it  could  help. 

For  example,  doctors  who 
make  you  wait  to  see  them  for 
hours  are  not  advocating  for 
every  possible  option  to  help 
you  remain  healthy.  They  simply 
diagnose  you  and  from  now  on 
you’ll  be  labeled  as  a  “helpless 


Leonna  Knows  All 
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advocate 


cause. 

Or  my  favorite,  teachers  who 
are  unwilling  to  understand, 
or  even  attempt  to  understand 
certain  situations.  I  am  all  for 
being  held  accountable,  but  even 
in  the  workforce  you  are  allowed 
days  off  when  emergencies  arise. 

I  am  deeply  concerned  for 
society  because  there  are  people 
who  listen  to  the  first  opinion 
and  don’t  stand  up  to  their  expert 
teachers  or  doctors  and  who  do 
not  understand  the  harshness  of 
society. 

It  is  almost  as  if  some  people 
are  so  immune  to  the  obstacles 
in  society  that  they  lack  the 
ability  to  see  that  others  are  more 
susceptible  to  them. 

I  truly  believe  that  before  you 
are  able  to  have  the  credentials 
necessary  to  become  any  expert 
in  society  that  deals  with  helping 
other  people,  you  need  to  be  able 
to  show  empathy  and  reason. 

Some  people  wonder  why 
there  is  so  much  government 
regulation.  It  is  because  of  these 
types  of  people,  those  who  refuse 
to  understand  others’  lives  and 
lack  the  energy  to  care. 

If  there  was  no  government 


regulation  over  disability  rights, 
workers’  rights,  insurance  and 
things  of  that  nature,  then  society 
would  be  even  colder  than  it  is 
today. 

This  cold  nature  of  people  in 
high  ranking  positions  is  why  our 
society  is  so  harsh.  We  need  more 
people  who  are  of  understanding 
natures  and  who  look  to  make  the 
world  a  better  place  for  everyone, 
not  just  the  slim  few  who  happen 
to  have  perfect  lives. 

My  point  of  all  this  is  that  you 
have  to  be  your  own  advocate,  no 
matter  the  situation,  stick  up  for 
yourself,  research  your  situation, 
find  valuable  resources  that  can 
offer  valuable  help. 

The  odds  are  that  if  you  have 
been  treated  this  way  by  an 
“expert,”  other  people  have  too 
and  the  vicious  cycle  continues. 

In  this  life,  in  today’s  day 
and  age,  if  you  aren’t  building 
yourself  up,  you  will  get  knocked 
down.  You  have  to  be  your  own 
hero  and  continue  to  build  others 
up  as  well,  if  we  continue  this 
vicious  cycle  we  will  become 
even  more  divided  as  a  nation. 


Stop  pushing  people  off  the  ledge 


by  Leonna  toodle 


Photo  Editor 

Recently,  Netflix  released  the 
series  ‘Thirteen  Reasons  Why,” 
which  was  an  adaption  of  the 
book  by  author  Jay  Asher. 

The  series  and  book  follows  a 
boy  listening  to  tapes  left  behind 
by  Hannah  Baker. 

In  the  tapes.  Baker  gives  13 
reasons  why  she  kills  herself. 

Some  of  the  reasons  were 
bigger  than  others,  but  all  of  them 
were  weights  put  on  the  shoulders 
of  a  girl  struggling  to  hold  on. 

This  isn’t  about  Hannah  Baker, 
the  show,  or  the  book  at  all.  But 
they  do  spark  up  a  very  important 
conversation  surrounding  suicide. 

I  grew  up  in  Detroit,  Michigan 
in  a  predominantly  black 
neighborhood,  where  black 
parents  referred  to  mental  health 
issues  such  as  depression  as  “that 
white  people  [expletive].” 

I  never  heard  of  depression  or 
anything  like  it  until  late  junior 
high.  I  remember  my  best  friend’s 


sister  explaining  to  me  how  you 
kill  yourself  by  slitting  your 
wrist,  but  it  was  a  part  of  a  joke 
about  getting  out  of  trouble. 

The  first  detailed  explanation  of 
both  depression  and  suicide  was 
when  I  read  a  book,  “Impulse”  by 
Ellen  Hopkins,  in  ninth  grade. 

It  wasn’t  something  we  talked 
about,  it  wasn’t  something  that 
we  were  “allowed”  to  deal  with. 

So,  I  was  forced  to  go  to  school 
with  kids  who  were  taught  to 
believe  the  same  things  as  their 
parents  and  far  too  many  times  I 
heard  my  peers  address  suicide  as 
something  for  the  weak. 

There  were  those  who  thought 
if  you  commit  suicide  that  it  was 
your  fault  for  being  too  sensitive. 

And  when  bullying  became  a 
huge  thing  during  my  high  school 
years,  three  kids  in  my  school 
attempted  suicide  and  a  friend 
from  another  school  succeeded. 
Yet,  no  one  my  age  thought  the 
blame  could  be  pushed  on  to 
those  who  caused  these  people 
pain. 

There  was  a  certain  shame 
that  came  with  being  depressed 
or  having  anxiety,  a  shame  that 
makes  you  want  to  curl  into  a  ball 
and  lay  still  for  days  on  end,  a 
shame  that  shouldn’t  exist. 

To  make  it  all  worse,  there  was 
no  one  there  to  help  you  through 
it  because  why  would  there  be? 

Of  all  the  people  I  knew,  no  one 
cared  if  they  were  contributing  to 
the  downfall  of  someone’s  self- 
worth.  Now,  I  am  in  a  different 
neighborhood,  in  a  completely 
different  state,  around  all  new 
people  of  all  colors  and  that  fact 


seems  to  still  hold  true. 

It  costs  absolutely  zero  dollars 
to  be  a  decent  human  being  to  the 
people  around  you  and  I’ve  never 
understood  what’s  so  hard  about 
that. 

Human  beings  seem  to  be  the 
only  mammals  that  seek  to  hurt 
others  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
hurting  them.  The  only  mammals 
who  like  to  start  fires  and  watch 
as  everything  turns  to  ashes. 

We  say  and  do  things  to  people 
and  never  consider  how  it  affects 
others,  more  often  we  know 
exactly  what  we’re  doing,  and  we 
do  it  anyways. 

Then,  someone’s  dead,  pushed 
off  the  edge,  hanging  from  a 
pipe  and  far  too  gone  to  even 
reconsider  life  and  the  ones  who 
love  them. 

That’s  usually  when  it  hits  for 
some.  The  shame,  the  guilt,  the 
need  to  change  the  way  you  were 
to  someone  who  just  couldn’t  deal 
with  it.  It  hits  when  it’s  too  late. 

Guilt  is  a  powerful  thing,  it 
can  feel  like  your  heart  has  been 
twitched  out  for  a  block  of  cement 
and  it  is  something  you  have 
to  live  with,  just  like  the  people 
around  you  have  to  live  with  the 
things  you  do  and  say. 

And  it  would  be  great  for  most 
to  pass  the  blame  off;  pushing  the 
guilt  along  with  it.  But  you  can’t 
chip  away  at  someone,  walking 
away  with  pieces  of  them  and 
hold  no  blame  when  they  jump 
off  the  edge. 

You  can’t  hurt  people  because 
you’re  bored,  or  because  they 
didn’t  choose  you,  or  when  you 
aren’t  happy  with  life. 


So,  just  consider  this  before 
you  walk  out  the  door  in  the 
morning.  Life  sucks.  It  may  be 
the  worst  thing  to  happen  to  some 
people  and  the  only  thing  you 
have  to  do  is  throw  a  smile  every 
once  in  a  while.  It  might  not  save 


anyone’s  life  but  it  sure  as  hell 
doesn’t  end  one. 

It’s  also  important  to  remember, 
for  anyone  who  is  only  holding 
on  by  their  fingertips,  the  bad 
days  do  end  and  the  sun  still  rises. 
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Autism 


from  page  1 


When  the  buzzer  sounds  and  the 
conversation  is  over,  you  often 
feel  as  if  something  went  amiss. 

There  are  many  points  in  a 
conversation  where  1  would  like  to 
call  timeout,  in  order  to  strategize 
the  best  way  to  approach  the 
interaction  or  consult  a  coach,  but 
by  that  point  the  conversation  has 
unfortunately  ended,  and  1  have 
to  tally  yet  another  defeat  in  the 
loss  column. 

When  I  departed  the  brick  and 
mortar  structure  of  high  school, 

I  was  by  and  large  unprepared 
for  postsecondary  education.  My 
confidence  had  been  decimated 
from  years  of  bullying  and  I 
lacked  many  independent  living 
skills. 

Countless  others  with  autism 
face  this  dilemma  as  they  leave 
high  school.  An  autism  diagnosis 
can  cover  a  wide  range  of 
difficulties. 

Autism  typically  manifests 
with  abnormalities  in  eye  contact, 
one-sided  conversations,  an 
inability  to  read  social  cues,  as 
well  as  restrictive  patterns  of 
behavior  or  interest.  When  I 
was  little  I  went  through  periods 
where  I  only  wanted  to  talk  about 
parrots  or  trains. 

Junior  high  and  high  school 
were  in  no  way  easy  for  me. 
My  challenges  precluded  me 
from  developing  friendships  or 
connecting  with  peers  outside 
of  the  classroom.  Repeated 
bullying,  from  classmates  during 

Health 

BY  NICK  FERRARI 


Staff  Writer 

Congressional  leaders  came 
together  and  agreed  early  April 
that  the  American  Health  Care 
Act  would  be  ‘dead  on  arrival’. 

When  asked  for  his  support 
on  the  bill  Republican  rep.  Tom 
Massie  said  “Hell  No.” 

Even  though  support  is 
fleeting.  President  Donald  Trump 
is  fully  supporting  it,  though  he 
won’t  attach  his  name  to  the  bill. 

The  only  major  medical 
organization  that  supports  even 
parts  of  AHCA  is  the  American 
Health  Insurance  Plans.  Other 
major  medical  organization  have 
publicly  denounced  this  act. 

The  bill  would  do  much  more 
repealing  than  replacing.  The 
major  part  of  resistance  on  the 
Republican  side  is  Title  1 ,  which 
is  everything  that  Obama  sought 
to  accomplish  with  healthcare. 

The  Kaiser  Family  Foundation 
has  an  interactive  map  that  makes 
clear  who  fares  favorably  and 
who  doesn’t. 

The  map  shows  that  while 
Illinois  would  not  be  nearly  as 
hurt  as  other  overwhelmingly  red 
states,  most  of  its  citizens  would 
be  paying  significantly  more  for 
healthcare  than  they  are  now. 

Many  people  in  other  states 
will  see  themselves  simply  losing 
insurance  all  together. 

Low  earners  would  be  nearly 
assured  to  lose  coverage  across 


those  years  left  me  with  negative 
memories  that  resurge  whenever 
I  try  to  make  friends  or  attempt 
conversation. 

Feeling  like  my  self-confidence 
had  been  decimated  from  years 
of  bullying  and  lacking  many 
independent  living  skills,  I 
worried  that  going  off  to  a  four- 
year  college  would  intimidate  and 
overwhelm  me. 

What  if  college,  or  better  yet 
community  college,  was  a  way 
of  preparing  those  with  autism 
in  both  the  academic  and  social 
domains?  What  if  community 
college  in  a  sense  could  give 
those  on  the  autism  spectrum  a 
home-court  advantage  ? 

Community  college  appeared 
as  the  bridge  I  needed  to  take  me 
from  high  school  to  the  university 
experience. 

The  intricacies  of  dorm  rooms, 
by  far  the  greatest  challenge  of 
the  college  climate  for  spectrum 
students,  are  not  present  at  two- 
year  schools.  Instead  of  being 
thrown  full  force  into  the  college 
abyss,  students  at  community 
colleges  are  allowed  to  commute 
from  home  and  only  be  on  campus 
to  attend  classes. 

Once  students  with  ASD  begin 
to  actualize  their  germinating 
potential,  nothing  will  impede 
them  from  reaching  their  personal 
dreams  and  career  goals. 

In  recent  years,  the  college 
environment  has  become  vastly 
more  attuned  to  the  concerns 


of  this  growing  population. 
Countless  students  with  autism 
are  facing  college’s  challenges 
head  on  and  staring  directly  into 
adversity’s  gaze. 

That  is  not  say  that  college  is 
without  its  share  of  difficulties. 
However,  there  are  supports  in 
place  to  help  the  growing  influx 
of  students  with  autism  navigate 
their  campuses. 

Drexel  University,  extensively 
researched  ASD  students 
pursuing  college  degrees  and 
found  that  “of  those  who 
continued  their  education,  70% 
attended  a  2-year  college  at  some 
point  -  making  2-year  colleges 
the  major  gateway  to  continued 
education  for  this  group.” 

Student  accounts  confirm 
these  findings.  “First,  I  went  to 
Valparaiso  University.  I  barely 
passed  my  classes  my  first 
semester  and  then  my  dad  got 
sick  with  a  brain  tumor  and  then 
I  got  into  a  huge  fit  of  depression 
and  did  not  clean  my  room,”  says 
Eric  Craigmile,  a  JJC  student  who 
is  on  the  autism  spectrum. 

“So  then  I  came  here  to  JJC  and 
now  I’m  getting  a  CAT  certificate 
and  taking  three  classes  at  a  time.” 

Instructors,  when  made  aware 
of  a  student’s  ASD  diagnosis,  may 
design  a  learning  environment 
better  suited  for  the  student  on  the 
spectrum,  such  as  copies  of  class 
notes,  increased  visuals,  sensory 
tools  and  extended  test  time  in 
alternate  locations. 


Craigmile  spoke  highly  of 
the  college  supports  he  has 
received  at  JJC,  asserting  that 
the  services  provided  by  Student 
Accommodations  and  Resources 
are  an  indelible  means  of  support 
for  students  with  disabilities. 

College  can  become  a 
sanctuary  of  sorts  for  students 
on  the  spectrum.  Post-secondary 
institutions  foster  students  in  their 
specific  area  of  interest. 

Students  that  may  have  once 
been  considered  odd  for  going  off 
on  a  monologue  about  a  particular 
topic,  can  funnel  that  enthusiasm 
towards  a  career  field  of  interest. 

Furthermore,  students  can 
choose  their  own  daily  schedule, 
by  hand-picking  the  classes  they 
want  and  when  they  would  prefer 
to  take  them.  This  is  vital  for  a 
population  that  embraces  routine. 

In  addition,  the  increased 
maturity  of  college  students 
allow  campuses  to  be  much 
more  welcoming  and  accepting 
communities  for  diverse 
populations  than  high  schools. 

Colleen  Shinn,  an  Outreach 
manager  for  the  Chicagoland 
chapter  of  Autism  Speaks, 
notes,  “The  number  of  programs 
designed  specifically  to  serve 
the  autism  community  have  been 
increasing  steadily  in  recent 
years  which  is  a  good  indicator 
that  postsecondary  educational 
institutions  are  recognizing  the 
growing  need.” 

The  director  of  StAR  services. 


JJC’s  disability  program,  spoke 
similarly. 

“I’ve  seen  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  students  taking  classes 
and  participating  in  college  as  a 
whole,”  says  Mindy  Diaz. 

Being  told  I  had  Asperger’s 
-  which  was  recently  appended 
to  autism  spectrum  disorder  in 
DSM-5  -  when  I  was  in  high 
school  allowed  me  to  better 
understand  why  I  seemed  to 
struggle  socially  since  fifth  grade. 

Learning  more  about  my 
condition  awarded  me  the  ability 
to  navigate  college,  such  as  letting 
professors  and  other  students 
know  about  my  specific  issues 
and  getting  accommodations  with 
the  disability  office  in  order  to 
keep  me  on  track  with  my  peers. 

I  have  discovered  that  telling 
people  I  have  a  hard  time  making 
eye  contact  and  following  social 
cues  actually  makes  conversation 
easier. 

It  has  been  said  that  when  you 
have  met  one  person  with  autism, 
you  have  met  one  person  with 
autism  -  meaning  each  individual 
is  unique  and  things  that  prove 
easy  or  difficult  for  one  person 
does  not  mean  it  will  prove  to  be 
the  same  for  another. 

Community  college  campuses, 
provide  a  critical  step  for  those 
with  ASD  towards  envisaging 
their  future,  personal  and 
professional  goals. 
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care  act  goes  'dead  on  arrival' 


the  country. 

A  60-year-old  in  Nebraska 
making  $20,000  a  year  would  see 
their  rates  rise  over  2,000  percent, 
which  would  be  more  than  they 
earned  that  year. 

Before  Obamacare,  there  were 
48.8  million  Americans  without 
health  insurance.  Now,  that 
number  is  halved. 

Costs  can  soar  very  quickly 
when  removing  the  market 
mechanisms  of  supply  and 
demand,  especially  when  you  are 
dealing  with  life-saving  drugs. 

Companies  like  Mylan  have 
realized  this,  who  raised  the 
price  of  EPIPENs  by  600  percent 
between  2006  and  2016. 

Some  say  the  solution  is  to 
take  away  government  sponsored 
healthcare,  but  as  every  other 
country  and  bit  of  datum  shows, 
the  world  isn’t  what  it  used  to  be. 

According  to  MarketWatch, 
the  bottom  50  percent  of  America 
only  holds  a  12  percent  share  in 
yearly  earnings,  which  is  less 
than  China.  While  globalization 
has  led  to  a  few  jobs  being  taken 
by  China,  the  vast  majority  have 
been  taken  by  automation  leading 
to  wealth  being  accumulated  to  a 
few. 

A  Ball  State  reports  shows 
that  just  in  the  six  years  between 
2010  and  2016  the  US  lost  about 
9  million  manufacturing  jobs 
to  automation.  Manufacturing 
output  rose  12.6%  in  that  same 
time,  but  those  jobs  no  longer 


had  to  be  paid.  The  money  went 
to  the  top,  and  Trump  alluded  to 
“rusted-out  factories  scattered 
like  tombstones,”  proclaiming 
that  the  American  Dream  is  on 
life  support,  and  that  taxes  and 
China  were  to  blame.  The  people 
at  the  top  are  now  in  power  and 
say  that  paying  for  healthcare  for 


the  bottom  is  too  expensive. 

Before  he  got  into  office. 
Trump  recognized  that  health 
insurance  was  a  polarizing  topic 
saying  that  though  it  was  not 
popular  “everyone  is  going  to 
have  it.”  When  asked  who  will 
pay  for  it,  he  said  “we  are  going 
to  save  so  much  on  the  other  side, 


it  won’t  matter.” 

Trump  has  abandoned  this 
position  and  now  says  the  terms 
are  not  up  for  negotiation. 

When  pressed  on  key  issues  of 
the  bill,  Trump  tells  members  of 
his  own  party  to  “forget  about  the 
little  (expletive).” 


Global  6K  For  Water -  Joliet  Junior  College 

Race  Day:  May  6th  2017 

Register  to  run  at:  teamworldvision.org/team/JJC2017 


Who:  Anyone  and  everyone 

What:  6K  race  sponsored  by  World  Vision 

When:  May  6th  2017  at  9am 

Where:  JJC  Main  Campus 

Why:  To  help  raise  money  and  awareness  about 
poor  water  condtions  for  people  in  Africa 

How:  Register  to  run.  When  you  register,  be 
sure  to  join  the  JJC  team  to  be  aprt  of  the 
communications  for  the  event. 
Registration  fee:  $50.  Use  code  forthekids  for 
$10  off  the  $50  fee  though  May  1st  only. 


6K  is  the  average 
distance  a 
person  in 
Africa  walks  to 
obtain  water  for 
basic  life 
necessities. 
Often  that 
water  is  dirty. 


For  more 
information  you  can 
email: 

lblanco@jjc.edu 


Culinary  from  page  1 


Feast  was  any  indication,  future 
events  will  be  very  popular  in  the 
community. 

Many  of  the  attendees  were 
from  the  surrounding  area,  and 
have  enjoyed  prior  events  hosted 
by  the  Culinary  Department. 
One  such  community  member, 
Debi  Schorie,  was  also  excited  to 
explore  the  new  City  Center  with 
her  husband. 

“We  wanted  to  see  the  new 
building,”  Schorie  said,  “and 
we’ve  been  to  some  of  the  other 
culinary  arts  events  and  enjoyed 
them.” 

It  was  Schorie’s  first  time  in 
the  City  Center,  as  was  the  case 
with  many  people.  She  liked  what 


she  saw. 

“It  looks  really  nice,”  she  said. 
“Impressive.” 

Local  couple  Kevin  and  Martha 
Wilson  were  also  visiting  the  new 
building  for  the  first  time. 

“We  love  how  it’s  so  beautiful 
here,”  Kevin  said.  “It’s  a  great 
improvement  for  downtown  and 
it’s  just  wonderful  in  here.” 

“We’ve  gone  to  the  other 
events  they’ve  had  and  the  food  is 
always  so  good,”  added  Martha. 

The  Wilsons  attend  as  many 
Culinary  Department  events  as 
they  can. 

“My  really  good  friend’s 
husband  is  one  of  the  chefs  here, 
Paul  Bringas,”  said  Martha,  “so 


she  always  tells  me  about  these 
events,  and  we  always  come.” 

The  attendees  meandered 
through  the  vast  facilities,  tasting 
food  and  drinks  as  they  roamed. 

Culinary  students  served 
everything  from  sandwiches, 
kabobs  and  tacos  to  cupcakes, 
macaroons  and  fresh  cookies. 
Wine  and  beer  were  also  sampled. 

Lines  of  people  wound  through 
the  expansive  new  kitchens, 
which  were  filled  with  stainless 
steel  cooking  surfaces  and  cutting- 
edge  ovens  and  appliances. 

Chef  Michael  McGreal,  chair 
of  the  Culinary  Arts  Program, 
was  happy  with  the  Wandering 
Feast,  especially  with  all  of  the 


Tyler  Damiani  (left)  during  the  Wandering  Feast. 
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preparation  that  went  into  the 
event. 

“Students  were  here  this 
morning  at  about  7:30  getting 
ready  for  tonight,”  McGreal  said. 
“They’ve  already  put  in  a  12  hour 
day  almost  by  right  around  now.” 

All  of  that  groundwork  was 
done  in  time  for  the  guests  to 
arrive,  and  McGreai  was  pleased 
with  how  the  event  unfolded. 

“The  kitchens  are  amazing. 
The  food  is  incredible.” 

Every  floor  of  the  City  Center 
was  full  of  people,  and  few 
remained  idle  for  long. 

JJC  students  Andrew  Brimm 
and  Isaiah  Campbell  performed 
music  in  the  lobby,  Brimm 
playing  clarinet  and  Campbell  on 
piano. 

The  instruments  echoed  into 
the  atrium  and  through  the  second 
floor  as  well. 

The  food,  music  and  company 
made  for  a  successful  Wandering 
Feast,  but  McGreal  was  hoping 
for  two  benefits  to  come  out  of 
the  event. 

“For  one,  when  we  look  at 
our  students,  we  want  them  to 
see  that  they  work  really  hard 
in  the  kitchens  every  day  and  in 
their  classes,”  he  said.  “And  we 
want  them  to  see,  as  chefs,  we’re 
very  proud  of  producing  food  for 
people  that  want  to  come  in  and 
share  food  with  us.” 

McGreal  also  liked  the  chance 
for  students  to  witness  the  fruits 
of  their  labor. 


“They  get  to  see  the  happy 
faces,  they  get  to  hear  the  people 
oohing  and  ahhing  over  the  food.” 

He  also  took  time  to  give  thanks 
to  the  city  of  Joliet  for  supporting 
JJC  for  many  years,  and  to  the 
taxpayers  who  supported  the 
building  of  the  new  facilities. 

And  with  tickets  selling  for  $65, 
the  Culinary  Arts  Department 
will  reap  some  financial  benefits. 

“We  had  350  tickets  and  we 
sold  out  in  a  week,”  said  McGreal, 
who  then  outlined  the  plans  for 
the  money,  once  ingredients  have 
been  paid  for. 

“We  do  three  things  with  it.  We 
divide  it  in  equal  parts.  For  student 
scholarships.  For  professional 
development  scholarships  for 
faculty  too,  so  our  chefs  can  stay 
the  best  chefs  they  can  be.  And 
then  for  educational  equipment 
purchases.” 

According  to  McGreal,  the 
department  was  able  to  dole 
out  around  $30  thousand  in 
scholarships  last  year. 

The  Wandering  Feast’s  success 
was  twofold.  It  showed  off 
the  new  kitchens  and  allowed 
the  students  to  gain  valuable 
experience. 

“We  want  the  students  to  be 
able  to  get  that  sense  of  pride 
over  producing  food  that  people 
are  really,  really  amazed  by,”  said 
McGreal. 

To  see  more  photos  of  the 
event,  visitjjcblazer.com. 


Sophie  and  her  pony  come  to  JJC 


By  Ioseph  Crump 

Copy  Editor 

Recently  Sophie  Rodil, 
six-year-old  daughter  of  non- 
traditional  JJC  student  Greg 
Rodil,  wrote  a  book  as  a  part  of 
a  school  project  called  Young 
Authors,  which  is  now  being 
catalogued  in  the  JJC  library. 

Greg  is  a  50-year-old  stay-at- 
home  dad  who  has  returned  to 
college  while  his  daughter  is  just 
beginning  school. 

“Basically,  it  was  a  blank  book 
and  she  had  to  write  a  story,”  said 
Greg  when  discussing  the  project. 

“My  Pony  Goes  to  College” 
is  the  tale  of  a  stuffed  pony  that 
Sophie  brought  on  a  visit  to  JJC 
with  her  father.  The  book  follows 
her  and  her  pony’s  adventure 
throughout  JJC  in  several 
departments. 

Sophie  and  her  pony’s 
adventure  consisted  of 
interactions  with  the  Maker’s 
Lab,  the  cafeteria-  in  which 
“she’s  good  friends  with  Diana 
(Wunderlich),”  Admissions 
and  Registration,  the  Vet  Tech 
program,  the  music  program  and 
the  women’s  basketball  team. 

Greg  told  The  Blazer  that  he 
brings  Sophie  to  school  with 
him  in  an  effort  to  encourage  her 
pursuit  of  education  in  the  future. 

"My  daughter  actually  started 
kindergarten  this  past  fall  and 
because  of  that  I  decided  to  go 
back  to  school,”  said  Greg.“She 
can  see  me- 1  can  be  an  example  I 


guess-  she  can  see  me  go  back  to 
school,  studying,  things  like  that, 
while  she’s  doing  it.” 

He  went  on  to  explain  that 
he’s  been  involved  with  Sophie’s 
education  since  before  preschool, 
trying  to  instill  that  sense  of 
wonder  and  curiosity  kids  have 
and  encouraging  her  love  of 
education. 

“You  know,  I  said  to  myself  if 
I  don’t  take  this  opportunity  now- 
because  it  is  kind  of  a  good  timing 
for  me-  to  go  back  to  school,  I 
wouldn’t  have  that  opportunity 
later,”  said  Greg. 

In  another  visit  to  JJC  by 
Sophie,  The  Blazer  was  able  to 
see  how  excited  she  was,  running 
to  visit  her  friends  around  campus. 

Sophie  declined  to  be 
interviewed. 

Her  father’s  involvement  in  her 
education  is  clear.  He  surprised 
her  with  her  book’s  publishing 
during  a  visit  to  the  library,  where 
the  book  is  on  display. 

“Catherine  asked  me  to  write  a 
foreword  for  her  book  before  we 
have  it  reprinted,  because  that’s 
Gina  Foote’s  copy,  and  the  library 
wanted  their  own  copy,”  Greg 
said. 

Catherine  Suchy  in  the  library 
showed  Sophie  the  hardcover, 
reprinted  version,  which  Sophie 
promptly  sighed.  Sophie  was  also 
gifted  a  baggie  of  educational 
supplies,  which  included 
bookmarks,  stickers,  a  post-it 
note  booklet  and  pencils. 

Towards  the  end  of  her  visit 


Librarian  Catherine  Suchy  presents  Greg  and  Sophie  Rodil  with  Sophie’s  book. 


photo  by  Joseph  Crump 


in  the  library,  Sophie  secretly 
wrote  something  in  her  little  post- 
it  booklet.  It  was  soon  revealed, 
once  she  stuck  the  post-it  to  her 
father’s  chest  that  simply  said  “1 
love  dada.” 

Greg  said  he  feels  that  the 
basketball  team  in  particular 
is  very  important  to  Sophie, 
along  with  the  vet  tech  program. 
According  to  him.  Coach  Sean 
Sanderson  paused  practice  so  that 
Sophie  could  run  a  few  drills  with 
the  team. 

The  team  had  such  an  impact 
on  her  that  Sophie  and  her  father 
went  to  go  see  the  team  play 
against  Rockford  at  the  end  of  the 
season. 


Greg  and  Sophie  Rodil  photo  by  Joseph  Crump 
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Fiegel  serves  a  student  at  her  stand. 


photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


loans  or  part-time  student  options. 

However,  coming  to  America 
was  not  without  its  challenges  for 
her. 

Although  Rim’s  English  wasn’t 
the  greatest,  she  was  determined 
that  she  would  get  by  and  didn’t 
allow  the  factor  of  time  to  dictate 
her  success  in  school. 

“When  1  was  40  years  old,  I 
took  a  college  class,”  said  Rim. 
“After  four  years,  I  graduated  JJC 
in  2011.”  Rim  still  has  plans  to 
pursue  education  in  the  future. 

In  addition,  Rim  also  has  a 
blog  named  Andrews’s  Mom, 
where  she  posts  two  to  three  times 
a  week.  The  website  her  blog  is 
featured  on  is  called  Daum,  and  is 
mostly  written  in  Rorean. 

Her  blog  had  received  several 
accomplishments  over  the  years. 

The  b/og  had  received  over  I 


million  views,  and  in  2015  was 
chosen  as  one  of  the  best  Rorean 
blogs  by  Daum,  according  to 
Rim.  She  has  been  blogging  for 
over  a  decade  about  her  travels  all 
over  the  world. 

She  has  traveled  to  Rome, 
London,  Paris,  Ryoto  and  all  50 
states  in  America.  Rim  started 
the  blog  for  three  reasons:  to 
help  others,  to  help  herself  and 
to  clear  up  the  misconception  of 
American  life  to  South  Roreans. 

A  surprising  statistic  she 
shared  was  how  “more  than  1.8 
million  Roreans”  live  in  the  U.S, 
yet  “many  Roreans  who  live  here 
live  in  Rorean  communities  and 
do  not  socialize  with  Americans.” 
Thus,  her  South  Rorean  audience 
is  educated  through  her  travels 
and  experiences  in  America. 

“If  my  blog  readers  learn  from 


Two  charged 
in  drug-related 
incident 

Tyrone  N.  Boykin  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  Brittany 
N.  Selinger  of  Joliet,  Illinois, 
were  charged  after  an  alleged 
victim  reported  that  her  van  had 
been  following  her. 

According  to  police  reports, 
the  van  followed  the  alleged 
victim  from  7-11  gas  station 
onto  to  JJC  property  at  around 
4  p.m.  on  March  10. 

Once  they  made  contact 
with  JJC  Police,  they  both  had 
suspended  driver’s  license, 
active  in-state  warrants 
and  were  in  possession  of 
crack  cocaine  and  cannabis, 
according  to  police  reports. 

Boykins  tried  to  flee,  but 
was  detained  and  charged. 
During  the  struggle,  one  of 
the  JJC’s  police  officers  was 
reported  to  have  been  injured. 

Boykins  informed  officers 
that  he  swallowed  bags  of 
cocaine,  so  he  was  transported 
to  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital. 


Boykins  would  later  deny  the 
claim  and  was  taken  back  to  the 
JJC  Police  Department. 

Poilce  said  the  controlled 
substances  and  currency  found 
in  their  possession,  which 
totaled  more  than  $2000,  were 
confiscated  and  booked  into 
evidence. 

Both  were  transported  to  Will 
County  Adult  Detention  Facility 
for  booking. 

Their  preliminary  hearing 
was  April  6. 

Driver  arrested 
for  suspended 
license 

Justin  A.  Likar  of  Joliet, 
Illinois,  was  charged  for 
switching  his  expired  license 
plates  with  another  one  of  his 
vehicles,  according  to  police 
reports. 

He  was  also  charged  for 
providing  a  suspended  driver’s 
license  to  a  JJC  Police  officer. 

Likar  was  issued  with  two 
Illinois  State  Citations,  and  his 
court  date  was  set  for  May  5. 


my  experience,  it’s  worthy  and 
honorable  work.” 

Rim’s  readers  are  very 
attentive,  which  has  made  her  a 
notable  face. 

On  a  special  episode  of  Rim’s 
blog,  she  visited  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  with  her  family.  While 
in  New  Orleans,  one  of  Rim’s 
readers  recognized  her  at  a 
museum. 

“It  shock  my  family  to  realize 
that  I  was  a  celebrity,”  said  Rim. 

As  a  blogger,  Rim  enjoys 
giving  advice,  which  she  also 
provides  for  students  as  a  cashier 
at  JJC.  She  tends  to  take  the 
opportunity  to  help  students  with 
their  daily  problems.  Rim  said 
she  enjoys  helping  them  because 
to  her,  the  students  were  like  her 
own  children. 

Several  students  also  seem  to 


admire  Rim’s  wisdom  and  caring 
nature. 

Adriana  Guzman  is  an 
environmental  science  engineer 
major  at  JJC.  Guzman  said 
Rim  gives  really  “good  insight 
and  advice”  and  encourages 
her  to  “keep  going  and  to  keep 
studying.” 

Another  student  who  spoke 
highly  of  Rim  was  Pearl 
Sarmiento,  a  nursing  major  at 
JJC.  Sarmiento  described  Rim 
as  having  “a  positive  aura” 
and  considers  her  “a  definition 
mediator.” 

From  people  who  knew  Rim, 
as  well  as  her  own  words,  one 
could  say  she  embodies  the  saying 
of  how  someone’s  reputation 
proceeds  them. 

Although  enjoying  her  time 
traveling,  blogging  and  talking 


to  students,  Rim  still  remembers 
her  roots  in  her  home  country. 
Some  of  her  best  memories  were 
in  South  Rorea,  with  her  family. 

“My  husband  and  my 
kids  learning  about  Rorean 
language,  Rorean  cultures,  and 
understanding  Rorean  people,” 
said  Rim. 

However,  Rim  still  sees  JJC 
as  her  home  with  just  as  many 
memories. 

Students,  coworkers  and 
professors  all  adore  Rim’s  morale 
at  JJC,  with  Rim  adoring  JJC 
and  everyone  who  sees  her  on 
campus. 

“I  graduated  from  JJC,  so  I 
always  think  JJC  is  my  school. 
I’m  happy  to  be  working  at  my 
school.” 


Nursing  dept,  educates  both 
students,  community  on  STIs 


by  )osEPH  Crump 

Copy  Editor 

April,  for  those  who  weren’t 
aware,  is  STD  awareness  month. 
And,  for  another  year,  JJCs 
nursing  honor’s  society.  Alpha 
Delta  Nu,  has  decided  to  take 
on  the  project  of  educating  the 
community  on  sex. 

On  April  1 8,  the  honor’s  society 
set  up  a  booth  in  U-building, 
handing  out  free  condoms  and 
pamphlets.  The  pamphlets  contain 
information  on  STIs,  condom 
basics,  health  center  information 
and  facts  dispelling  myths  about 
condom  usage. 

Shelby  Bunge,  the  president 
of  the  nursing  honor’s  society, 
explained  the  drive  behind  their 
project. 

“Bolingbrook  has  some  of  the 
highest  teen  pregnancy  and  STI 
rates  in  all  of  Will  County,  Illinois, 
and  has  some  of  the  highest  STI 
rates,  for  example  chlamydia  and 
gonorrhea,  in  the  whole  nation,” 
Bunge  said. 


“Will  County  got  a  grant  from 
the  state  of  Illinois  for  about  five 
years  to  basically  decrease  these 
rates,  and  then  they  came  to  us 
because  they  didn’t  really  have 
all  the  manpower  to  get  out  into 
the  community.” 

Alpha  Delta  Nu  has  a  yearly 
project  its  members  decide  on. 
This  year,  according  to  Bunge, 
they  couldn’t  decide,  so  they  held 
a  heroin  epidemic  event  while 
also  going  out  into  the  community 
to  educate  on  STIs  and  safe  sex. 

In  this  project.  Alpha  Delta 
Nu  is  attempting  to  remove  the 
stigma  revolving  around  sexual 
education  and  condoms. 

“There  is  a  stigma  behind  sex, 
safe  sex,  teen  pregnancy,  STIs,  all 
those  things,”  Bunge  said. 

Bunge  mentioned  how  the 
stigma  about  condoms  revolves 
around  the  idea  that  giving  out 
condoms  encourages  teens  and 
young  adults  to  have  sex,  which 
is  “not  true  at  all.” 

“There  is  research  that  shows 
giving  teens  and  young  adults 
condoms  actually  decreases  the 


rates  that  they  are  having  sex.  So 
if  they  have  a  condom,  they’re 
actually  less  likely  to  have  sex.” 

She  also  said  that  abstinence- 
only  sexual  education  has 
no  research  backing  up  its 
effectiveness  in  reducing  teen 
pregnancy  rates. 

“Condoms  aren’t  scary  and  we 
shouldn’t  treat  them  like  they  are, 
and  doing  so  will  just  increase 
these  high  teen  pregnancy  and 
STI  rates,”  Bunge  said. 

The  Bolingbrook  school  board 
does  not  allow  Alpha  Delta 
Nu  or  the  Will  County  Health 
Department  to  hand  out  free 
condoms  in  the  school,  according 
to  Bunge. 

“They  just  don’t  allow  to 
hand  out  condoms,  which  is  a 
huge  issue  because,  if  you  look, 
Bolingbrook  has  the  highest  teen 
pregnancy  and  STI  rates.  Yet,  the 
school  won’t  do  anything  about 
it,”  Bunge  said. 

Will  County  also  has  a  higher 
than  average  teen  pregnancy 
and  STI  rate  than  the  rest  of  the 
United  States. 


Display  board  set  up  by  the  Alph  Delta  Nu,  the  nursing  honor  society.  photo  by  Joseph  Crump 
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'The  Fate  of  the  Furious'  has 
its  action  on  cruise  control 


BY  BECCA  DVORAK 

Staff  Writer 

Along  with  Easter  comes  fast 
cars,  clever  drivers,  and  a  love  for 
racing,  which  should  make  this 
upcoming  movie  a  hit,  right? 

“The  Fast  and  the  Furious” 
movies  have  added  yet  another 
instalment  to  the  series,  but  is  it 
everything  we  had  hoped  for? 

For  those  who  paid  actual 
attention  to  the  film,  the  answer 
would  be  a  hard,  soul-crushing 
no. 

“The  Fate  of  the  Furious” 
showcases  our  favorite  squad 
back  together  again,  minus  the 
beloved  Paul  Walker. 

To  freshen  things  up,  there’s 
a  sinister  twist  this  time  around. 
Dom  Toretto,  played  once  again 


by  Vin  Diesel,  has  taken  a  dark 
turn  for  unknown  reasons,  and 
his  family  of  professional  street 
drivers  must  figure  out  why  he 
has  turned  on  them  and  bring  him 
back. 

Besides  the  outrageous 
betrayal,  intense  yet  reused 
car-chases  and  over-dramatic, 
unrealistic  car  stunts,  the  movie 
consists  of  nothing  more  than 
wasted  space. 

The  film  presents  over-the-top 
action  sequences  and  consists  of 
frequent  plot  holes  along  with 
complications  that  generally 
would  have  had  simple  solutions 
to  begin  with. 

On  a  lighter  note,  “F8”  still  has 
a  few  redeemable  sequences.  For 
instance,  family  is  still  a  major 
message  in  this  film  and  the  sense 
of  togetherness  is  still  portrayed 


consistently  from  the  cast,  which 
still  featured  veterans  Michelle 
Rodriguez,  Ludacris  and  Tyrese 
Gibson. 

The  franchise  has  still 
accomplished,  adding  light¬ 
hearted  fun  and  excitement 
to  the  cheesy  dialogue,  while 
also  keeping  their  A-list  actors 
throughout  the  16  years  the  films 
have  been  around. 

Of  course,  it  is  also  impressive 
to  say  that  not  all  franchises 
survive  this  long  while  still  being 
able  to  present  some  quality 
entertainment. 

Whether  you  are  going  to  catch 
up  on  your  favorite  installment 
or  simply  going  to  kill  time, 
prepare  yourself  to  be  majorly 
disappointed  by  the  outcome  of 
this  prolonged  series. 
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'Drawn  to  Death'  gives  a  bang  for  your  buck 


by  jarek  Martinez 

Co-Editor 

Not  a  lot  of  games  in  the  past 
few  years  are  able  to  truly  capture 
insanity  and  mayhem  as  well  as 
David  Jaffe,  whose  latest  free-to- 
play  multiplayer  game  brings  him 
back  to  “Twisted  Metal”  levels  of 
quality. 

Taking  place  in  the  notebook 
of  an  angst-loaded  teenager, 
players  take  control  of  six 
different  characters,  all  with  their 
own  unique  abilities  and  special 
attacks. 

Of  course,  there  a  large 
assortment  of  weapons  to  choose 
from.  They  include  standard 
shotguns,  rifles,  machine  guns 
and  more  creatively  a  monkey 
that  flings  explosive  poop. 

Not  one  weapon  ever  felt 
overpowered.  Sure,  you  could 
use  long  range  weapons  to 
headshot  enemies  with  enough 
skill,  but  their  low  ammunition 
forces  limited  use,  while  short  to 
medium  range  weapons  tend  to 
be  used  to  chip  off  small  parts  of 
health. 


With  all  of  this  in  mind,  the 
gameplay  blends  all  of  these 
elements  almost  flawlessly,  and 
add  that  to  the  fact  that  each 
character  possesses  their  own 
special  weapons. 

Choose  from  punk-rocker 
Johnny  Savage  or  the  demented 
teddy  bear  serial-killer  Alan. 
Their  abilities  range  from 
defensive  dodging  maneuvers 
that  require  stamina,  to  special 
weapons  that  could  turn  the  tide 
in  a  firefight. 

With  their  own  theme  song, 
abilities  and  personalities,  every 
character  has  both  its  advantages 
and  disadvantages  that  allow 
players  to  try  different  strategies 
or  combination  attacks  with 
weapons  and  abilities. 

To  make  it  even  deeper, 
each  character  also  has  several 
weaknesses  against  other 
characters.  For  instance,  the 
military  hot-head.  Bronco,  is 
able  to  continue  using  his  special 
attacks,  even  after  being  hooked 
down  by  Ninjaw’s  anchor  special 
attack. 

For  those  familiar  with  the  play 
style  of  “Twisted  Metal,”  the  fast- 


pace  movement  and  expansive 
map  design  transitioned  well  into 
“Drawn  to  Death,”  as  controlling 
each  character  feels  very  smooth. 

The  maps  are  also  just 
as  strongly  designed  as  the 
characters,  which  includes  urban 
cities  taken  over  by  aliens,  to 
a  horror-themed  mansion.  The 
verticality  of  some  levels  leads 
to  some  highly  intense  battles  in 
the  air  or  cat-and-mouse  ground 
fights. 

What  makes  a  majority  of  this 
hectic  scenario  work  was  the 
choice  in  making  the  game  a  four- 
player  experience. 

Players  are  able  to  focus  on 
tactics  and  keeping  their  distance, 
which  would  be  otherwise 
difficult  if  the  set-up  cranked  it 
up  to  16  players. 

As  small  as  it  may  be,  it  works 
well  enough  to  keep  players  alive 
longer  and  jumping  back  in  a  lot 
quicker. 

Of  course,  from  all  the  mastery 
and  strategy  found  in  the  game, 
one  thing  that  bothered  me  was  its 
strange  transition  into  a  free-to- 
play  experience.  Sure,  the  game  is 
currently  free  on  PSN  for  PS  Plus 


members  for  the  month  of  April, 
but  there  are  the  fees  that  come 
from  within  the  game. 

As  players  progress  in  games 
of  team  deathmatch,  deathmatch 
or  organ  donor  (don’t  ask),  they 
receive  experience  points  for 
the  characters  they  have  played. 
The  points  go  into  a  meter  that 
eventually  resembles  a  key. 

What  do  these  keys  do?  Unlock 
another  weapon  that  will  be  made 
available  to  all  character  loadouts. 

This  kind  of  progression 
may  be  boring  for  some.  Each 
weapon  should  be  available  to 
every  character,  and  seems  to 
give  a  lousy  excuse  in  unlocking 
these  weapons  in  the  first  place, 
especially  since  there’s  a  chance 
that  they  will  be  found  on  the 
map. 

By  paying  a  small  fee,  all 
weapons  can  be  made  available 
to  a  player  for  a  short  amount  of 
time.  Sure,  give  it  a  time  limit 
so  they  can  pay  to  have  them 
anytime. 

Loot  boxes  come  back  from 
“Overwatch”  to  make  the  game 
also  feel  a  bit  more  taxing.  These 
loot  boxes  can  be  obtained  for 


free  by  getting  150  kills,  which 
would  be  easier  in  any  other  game 
but  this  one. 

Of  course,  micro  transactions 
can  buy  a  player  several  loot 
boxes,  which  contain  stickers  and 
skins. 

In  short,  much  of  the 
progression  throughout  the 
game  feels  more  arduous,  and 
paying  for  visual  commodities 
felt  unnecessary,  and  sort  of  a 
betrayal  of  what  the  game  set  out 
to  be. 

A  dividing  factor  for  some  may 
also  be  the  art  style.  Although 
the  designs  of  the  maps  will  lack 
some  color,  the  sketch  drawing 
vibe  definitely  felt  personal 
and  well-polished  as  blood  and 
viscera  helped  to  bring  some 
color. 

Perhaps  as  the  game  expands, 
so  too  will  the  gameplay,  but  Jaffe 
definitely  put  enough  anarchy 
and  wild  personality  to  this  small 
game,  which  handled  well  as 
both  a  $20  game,  but  probably  so 
much  better  since  it  is  free  at  the 
moment. 
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YOUR  FULL  POTENTIAL 


KNOW  YOURSELF.  KNOW  YOUR  WORLD. 


REACH 


YOU  BELONG  HERE 

You’ll  find  a  warm  welcome  and  a  friendly  community  at  Elmhurst  College. 
More  than  500  students  transfer  to  Elmhurst  every  year,  so  we  understand  your 
needs— and  we’re  committed  to  helping  you  reach  your  full  potential. 


A  GREAT  VALUE 

Money  and  Forbes  magazines  rank 
Elmhurst  among  top  colleges  for  your 
money.  Plus,  all  transfer  students  at 
Elmhurst  receive  scholarship  support. 


A  SMOOTH  TRANSITION 

We’ll  offer  you  credit  for  work 
you’ve  already  done. 

We  can  even  evaluate  your 
credits  before  you  apply! 


TRANSFER 
TALK  &  TOUR 


JUNE  5-9 

Meet  one  on  one  with  a 
counselor,  tour  our  beautiful 
campus  and  check  out  our  onsite 
admission  option. 

elmhurst.edu/talkandtour 


TRANSFER 
ADMISSION  NIGHT 


JUNE  27,  5:30-7:30  PM 
FRICK  CENTER 

Meet  with  Admission  staff  and 
current  transfer  students,  and  check 
out  our  onsite  admission  option. 

elmhurst.edu/transfernight 
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Office  of  Admission  •  190  Prospect  Avenue  •  Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 
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'Captured' 

BY  NICK  FERRARI 

Staff  Writer 

Senator  Sheldon  Whitehouse 
pulls  the  cover  off  of  a  corporate 
special  interest  takeover  of  the 
U.S.  government  in  the  book 
“Captured.” 

Data  driven  research  and 
bottomless  pockets  allowed 
these  far-right  ideologues  to 
take  seats  from  Democrats  by 
pouring  in  attack  ads,  85  percent 
of  all  ads  and  other  expensive 
campaigning.  Whitehouse  shows 
that  corporate  interest  has  been  a 
part  of  American  history  since  its 
inception. 

Thomas  Jefferson  once  said, 
“Crush  in  its  birth  the  aristocracy 
of  our  monied  corporations, 
which  dare  already  to  challenge 
our  government  to  a  trial  of 
strength,  and  bid  defiance  to  the 
laws  for  our  country,”  which 
was  still  the  case  when  Teddy 
Roosevelt  busted  trusts  and  broke 
up  monopolies. 

The  antitrust  and  corporate 
regulations  were  beginning  to  chip 
away  as  soon  as  Teddy  Roosevelt 
left  office.  Senator  Whitehouse 
explains  that  Republicans  and 
Democrats  are  not  even  having 
the  same  conversations. 

Far  Right  legislature  still  fight 
every  decision  since  the  new  deal. 
Because  money  is  power  and 


is  an  intriguing  take  on  American  politics 


corporations  with  near  limitless 
money  are  louder  than  the  rest  of 
us. 

Only  50  percent  of  children 
are  likely  to  out  earn  their  parents, 
down  sharply  from  the  90  percent 
of  the  1940s.  Like  a  deer  in  the 
headlights  we  are  tom  between 
getting  out  of  the  world  and  being 
lost  in  a  daze. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly 
clear  that  the  government  doesn’t 
represent  the  most  people,  but  the 
people  with  the  most.  Whitehouse 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  corporate 
takeover  of  regulatory  agencies 
by  the  corporations  they  are  made 
to  regulate  has  slowed  down 
advancements  from  companies 
who  cannot  grease  the  wheels. 

As  well  as  the  castration  and 
infiltration  into  the  EPA,  FDA, 
SEC,  and  the  IRS,  Republicans 
pull  the  bait  and  switch  with 
regulation  repeal.  Whitehouse 
shows  that  they  constantly  say 
things  about  regulations  that  slow 
down  government,  then  voting  on 
completely  different  regulations. 

We  as  Americans  should  put 
aside  party  politics  and  agree  on 
a  set  of  values,  a  constitution  of 
what  our  country  stands  for. 

Individual  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness  should  be 
ensured.  He  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  climate  liars  are  a  direct  result 
of  the  money  bogging  down 


CAPTURED 


The  CORPORATE  INFILTRATION 
of  AMERICAN  DEMOCRACY 


photo  courtesy  ofWAMC.org 

federal  politics.  well  written,  important,  and  very  and  influence  scheme  read  Jane 

Basically  our  government  has  relevant.  For  a  more  in  depth  Mayer’s  “Dark  Money.” 
been  taken  over.  This  book  is  look  at  insane  political  finance 


From  the  very  start,  Loyola  will  be  with  you  every  step  of  the  way. 
Discover  more  about  us  at  our  online  webinar  on  Wednesday,  May  1 7,  at  5:30  p.m. 
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JJC  20X7  Student  Talent  Show 


yiclnl  dace  Thwaites  plays  the  piano. 


Jessica  Aboagye  and  Holly  Beeter 
preform  a  duet  togther. 


Otis  Seaberry  preforms  a  dance  to 
Michael  Jackson. 


“ Sometimes  1  love  to  dance,  so 
why  not  show  my  friends  and 
family  what  I  can  do  ”  -  Otis 
Seaberry 


“I  started  in  7th 
grade  on  the  viola 
and  then  this  year  I 
started  violin  ”  -  Vicky 
Nyder 

Missed  me  live  snow? 

Check  out  all  the 
prelormances  trom  the 
talent  show  at 
jjcblazer.com! 
Photos  by  Leonna 
Tooflie  and 
Becca  Dvorak 


Brandom  Vlach  dances 
and  performs  rap. 


Vicky  Nyder  preforms  a  piece  on  the  violin. 


3? 


1st  Place 

Cailyn  Dodson  * 


Dodson  sang  of  a  piece  from  the  musical  Hamilton. 


“ This  song  has  a  lot  of  meaning  to  me.  I  got  into 
Hamilton  a  few  months  ago  and  related  to  the 
character”  -Cailyn  Dodson 


d  In 

2nd  Place 

Crystal  Lyons,  Andrew  Brimm, 
a  &  isaian  Campbell  s 


Lyons,  Brimm,  and  Campbell  formed  musical  group  Lake 
Shore  Vibe.  Togther  preformed  a  song  at  to  win  place. 


“We  met  through  classes  we  had  together  and 
musical  programs.  We  wanted  to  present  a  non- 
traditional/ different  sound”-  Lake  Shore  Vibe 

I - 

3rd  Place 

Melamra  Zavala  , 

Alejandro  Zavala  preformed  Christina  Perri  s  Jar  of 
Hearts  along  with  a  ukulele. 


“I  am  self-taught  and  was  full  of  interest.  I 
thought  the  guitar  was  too  much,  but  I  wanted  to 
learn  an  instrument”-  Alejandra  Zavala 


'Cries  from  Syria' 


By  Nick  Ferrari 

Staff  Writer 

Many  Americans  think  of  the 
Middle  East  as  a  constant  war- 
zone  half  a  world  away. 

People  who  are  more  different 
than  we  can  even  imagine,  and 
there  is  no  way  to  keep  the  peace 
in  the  Middle  East. 

However  the  lack  of  the 
will  to  know  what  is  going  on 
is  palpable.  No  one  can  really 
blame  you.  You’re  not  alone. 
People  like  to  watch  what  they 
like  to  see,  and  they  don’t  like  to 
see  people  dying. 

The  old  saying  ignorance  is 
bliss  rings  true  for  us,  but  you 
can  only  ignore  cries  for  help 
for  so  long.  This  powerful  HBO 
documentary  seeks  to  make  a 
difficult  situation  approachable. 

Hopefully  this  film  is  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the 
people’s  struggle  for  personal 
and  national  independence. 

“Cries  from  Syria”  opens  with 
the  story  of  refugees  lost  at  sea 
when  their  boat  capsizes  killing 
women  and  children  in  cold,  dark 
and  raging  waters  of  the  Black 
Sea. 

From  there  it  shows  the 
aftermath  of  this  capsizing,  a 
3-year-old  lying  face  down,  dead 
as  the  tide  comes  and  washes 
over  his  face,  setting  the  tone  for 
the  rest  of  the  film. 


It  then  tells  the  history  of  Syria 
starting  in  1963,  when  a  socialist 
coup  d’etat  led  to  the  installation 
of  the  Baathist  party,  an  Arab 
political  party  that  in  theory 
stands  for  socialism,  secularism, 
and  Pan-Arab  unionism. 

In  1971  Hafez  Al-Assad  staged 
a  military  coup,  taking  power 
and  persecuting  his  opponents, 
ruling  until  his  death  in  2000. 
Maintaining  power  through  many 
civilian  protestations,  killing  and 
imprisoning  civilians  in  the  name 
of  stability,  in  one  such  instance 
killing  over  40,000  civilians. 

As  is  the  norm  for  dictatorial 
regimes,  power  was  passed  down 
to  his  son,  British-educated 
ophthalmologist,  Bashar  Al- 
Assad,  who  many  believed  to  be 
a  reformer. 

However  as  the  Middle  East 
was  engulfed  in  the  Arab  Spring- 
populist  protests,  fighting  that 
toppled  ruthless  dictators  that 
began  in  Tunisia  quickly  spread 
to  the  surrounding  areas.  AI- 
Assad  showed  just  how  far  he 
would  go  to  remain  in  power. 

In  20 1 1 ,  when  teenage  students 
wrote  ‘it’s  your  turn  doctor,’  he 
responded  by  torturing  them 
for  two  months  with  beatings, 
electrocutions,  ripping  out  nails, 
whipping  them  with  loose  wiring, 
finally  releasing  some  and 
murdering  many  others. 

Rivers  of  blood  flow  through 


Remembering  Rickies 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

The  ability  to  make  people 
laugh  is  a  gift  that  will  always 
be  treasured,  and  few  are  able 
to  make  people  laugh  as  hard  as 
Don  Rickies. 

Rickies  died  of  kidney  failure 
in  his  California  home  on  April  6 
at  the  age  of  90. 

His  career  in  comedy  spanned 
over  60  years,  and  took  him  from 
the  grueling  nightclub  circuit 
to  superstardom.  Rickies  was 
a  master  of  insult  comedy,  and 
people  would  line  up  fora  chance 
to  be  ridiculed. 

Even  celebrities,  who  are  not 
always  pillars  of  humbleness 
and  self-security,  enjoyed  being 
ribbed  by  Rickies.  His  career  was 
even  boosted  by  the  unwavering 
support  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  himself,  Frank  Sinatra. 

Rickies  also  frequented  the 
Dean  Martin  “Celebrity  Roasts,” 
where  he  teased  the  likes  of 
Sinatra  and  Ronald  Reagan. 

Rickies  appeared  on  the 
“Tonight  Show  with  Johnny 
Carson”  over  100  times. 

As  with  many  entertainers 
who  have  enduring  careers, 
Rickies  had  an  impact  on  many 
of  his  peers.  He  was  close  friends 
with  fellow  comedy  legends  Carl 
Reiner  and  Bob  Newhart. 

“He  was  a  rare,  rare  creature,” 
said  Reiner  in  response  to 
Rickies’  death,  “and  it  was  a 
badge  of  honor  to  be  insulted  by 
the  great  insulter,  because  we  all 
knew  of  Don’s  heart.” 


Rickies  is  remembered  by 
many  who  knew  him  as  a  kind 
and  loving  man,  which  directly 
contradicted  his  onstage  persona. 

“He  was  called  The  Merchant 
of  Venom,  but  the  truth  was  he 
was  just  the  kindest  man,”  said 
Newhart.  “Don  didn’t  have  a 
mean  bone  in  his  body.” 

Rickies  was  sarcastically  given 
the  nickname  Mr.  Warmth,  but 
his  friends  and  family  take  it 
seriously. 

“Mr.  Warmth:  The  Don  Rickies 
Project,”  an  Emmy-winning 
HBO  documentary  directed  by 
John  Landis  painted  a  picture  of 
man  who  was  beloved  by  many. 

“He  was  one  of  those  unique 
talents,”  said  Landis.  “He  could 
take  a  room  and  just  seize  it.” 

Rickies’  act  itself  was  also  one 
of  a  kind.  He  insulted  everyone, 
no  matter  what  age,  race,  gender, 
ethnicity  or  religion  they  were. 

Somehow  his  act  even 
managed  to  survive  in  this  current 
era  of  political  correctness. 

Nowadays,  when  an  offhanded 
comment  can  land  people  in  hot 
water,  Rickies  was  given  a  free 
pass  to  hurl  insults  and  slurs  at 
whomever  was  in  his  line  of  sight. 

He  would  point  out  strangers 
in  the  audience  and  insult  their 
spouse,  or  ask  them  if  Stevie 
Wonder  picked  out  their  clothes. 
He  could  say  more  with  an  eye 
roll  or  facial  expression  than 
other  comedians  could  in  a  90 
minute  Netflix  special. 

Known  to  younger  audiences 
as  Mr.  Potato  Head  in  the  “Toy 
Story”  movies,  it’s  difficult  to 
find  a  demographic  that  Rickies 
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:  Informative  but  endearing 


what  were  once  busy  city  streets. 
The  documentary  claims  the 
regime  also  uses  protestors’  own 
footage  in  propaganda  pieces 
meant  to  gain  public  opinion. 

In  response  to  many  military 
officials  abandoning  the  Assad 
regime,  refusing  to  commit  war 
crimes  in  the  name  of  a  criminal 
justice,  Assad  invited  known 
foreign  terrorist  organizations 
such  as  ISIS  and  Hezbollah 
to  fight  the  citizen  organized 
military  movements. 

These  terrorists  have  never  left. 
Scenes  of  emaciated  children, 
in  Syria’s  largest  cities  and 
countryside  are  commonplace. 
Yet  children  are  resilient. 

One  little  girl  says,  “leaves  taste 
good,  like  chips”  as  she  scours  the 
streets  for  weeds  for  nutrients. 
One  thing  that  is  largely  missing, 
something  that  Americans  tie  to 
every  Middle  Eastern  individual 
is  religion. 

A  few  citizen  military 
groups  are  classified  as  Islamist 
extremists.  Assad  also  uses 
internationally  banned  chemical 
weapons  such  as  sarin  gas  against 
his  own  citizens  in  huge  numbers, 
creating  scenes  that  are  difficult 
to  watch  as  people  are  attacked  by 
their  own  nervous  system. 

While  the  film  only  brings 
up  more  questions,  one  thing 
is  certain.  Without  the  Russian 
military  and  foreign  terrorists,  the 


Assad  regime  would  not  be  able 
to  stave  off  the  people  for  nearly 
as  long  as  they  have. 

The  struggle  is  still  on,  but 
the  Syrian  people  need  help. 
Recent  reports  show  that  the 
Assad  regime  also  uses  hospitals 
as  state  torture  centers.  Recent 
events  have  complicated  the 
situation  further. 

Bombing  a  country  isn’t  like 
yelling  loudly  in  a  meeting. 
The  U.S.  is  now  involved  in  a 
country’s  civil  war.  Whether  this 
is  Trump’s  careless  disregard  for 
civil  procedure  and  failure  to 
understand  foreign  policy,  a  cold 
war-style  proxy  war  or  cover 


for  accusations  of  colluding 
with  Russia  in  the  presidential 
election. 

The  question  becomes  can 
you  trust  a  country  when  you 
can’t  trust  the  person  leading  it? 
One  thing  is  clear  though.  Syria 
is  far  from  peace.  Revolutions 
are  like  babies,  once  they’re 
bom  the  real  work  begins. 

You  can  help  the  Syrian 
people  by  helping  fund  first 
responders  known  as  white 
helmets,  who  have  their  own 
Netflix  documentary,  by  going 
to  whitehelmets.org  and  donate 
gas  masks,  bandages  or  other 
first  aid  items. 


photo  courtesyof  patheos 


Wednesday,  May  24  •  1-4  p.m. 

Joliet  Junior  College  Event  Center,  Main  Campus  •  1215  Houbolt  Rd.,  Joliet,  IL 


Attention  Students  and  Graduates:  Find  the  perfect 
career  and  network  with  local  employers  from  a  variety  of 
industries  at  the  18th  Annual  Joliet  Regional  Job  Fair.  All 
majors  welcome. 

•  Free,  open  to  the  public 

•  Full  time,  part  time,  internship  and  volunteer 
positions  available 

•  Come  prepared  for  on-the-spot  interviews 

•  Dress  professionally  and  bring  your  resume 

Resume  and  professional  attire  required. 


TIPS  &  TRICKS 

Attend  IJC's  prep  event  at  noon  in  the  Event  Center  upper  level 
and  learn  how  to  make  a  great  first  impression. 


JOLIET 

JUNIOR  COLLEGE 

- — 1901  - 


[|L  V  Mtm  Workforce  Services  Divisor 

O  f  H -Wk  of  Will  County 

The  Joliet  Regional  Job  Fair  is  brought  to  you  by 
JJC  Career  Services,  JJC  Workforce  Development. 
Workforce  Services  Division  of  Will  County. 

Grundy  Workforce  Services  and  Illinois  Department 
of  Employment  Security. 


To  learn  more,  visit  www.jjc.edu/jobfair 
or  call  815-280-1JQB  (815-280-1562). 


didn’t  reach.  Additionally,  in  all 
of  his  endeavors,  his  ability  to 
entertain  was  never  lost. 

Even  in  his  later  years  his  mind 
remained  sharp.  No  one  seemed 


to  be  able  to  outwit  or  one-up 
him. 

It  is  hard  to  fully  explain  what 
it  is  that  makes  people  so  funny. 
Perhaps  Rickies  himself  said  it 


the  best. 

“Funny  is  funny,”  he  once 
stated.  And  boy,  was  he. 
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Drake  keeps  inventing, 
leaving  fans  undecided 


photo  by  Joe  Grabowski 

Busse  and  O’Brien  perform  a  scene  together  in  “Proof'  on  April  20. 


photo  by  Joe  Grabowski 

Cronin  plays  character  Catherine  in  “Proof’  In  the  Black  Box. 


'Proof'  equals  another 
successful  play  at  JJC 


By  malek  Clay 

Staff  Writer 

Drake  recently  released 
“More  Life,”  which  he  called 
a  playlist  of  several  works.  The 
album  has  fans  split  down  the 
middle  like  the  2016  presidential 
election. 

Despite  the  criticism,  I  think 
the  album  is  phenomenal. 

Drake’s  father  is  the  muse  for 
the  “More  Life”  album  cover, 
which  encompassed  22  tracks 
on  the  LP.  The  artists  featured 
on  “More  Life”  included  Skepta, 
Joija,  Black  Coffee,  Sampha 
.Kanye  West  ,Young  Thug 
,Quavo,  2  Chainz,  Travis  Scott 
and  Party  Next  Door. 

Kicking  off  the  album  was  the 
song  “Free  Smoke,”  in  which 
Drake  addressed  his  competition 
fearlessly. 

A  notable  track  was  “Jorja 
Interlude,”  where  Drake  rhymes 
over  sample  tracks  from  Jotja’s 
vocals.  Drake’s  flow  on  this 
song  is  mesmerizing.  He  speaks 
his  frustrations  about  the  music 
industry,  and  the  last  30  seconds 
of  the  track  had  me  reminisce 
similar  sounds  from  Drake’s 
second  album  “Take  Care.” 

The  playlist  progressed  with 
the  song  “Get  it  Together,”  which 
Vs  one  of  my  favorite  tracks  off 
the  album.  This  song  would 
make  anyone  hit  the  dancefloor 
on  a  cruise  ship  to  Chicago.  1 
would  expect  to  hear  “Get  it 
Together”  while  shopping  at  the 
Water  Tower  in  Forever  2 1 . 

Vocals  by  Joija  were  breath¬ 
taking  in  the  song,  with  the 
affinity'  between  Drake  and  Jorja 
being  almost  unmeasurable. 


My  other  favorite  track  was 
“4422,”  performed  by  Sampha. 
Sampha’s  vocals  are  smooth,  and 
the  harmony  and  melody  of  the 
track  is  overwhelmed  with  80s 
vibes.  This  song  deleted  all  my 
anxiety  and  granted  me  peace. 

“Gyalchester,”  is  the  type  of 
song  my  friends  would  play  on 
our  way  to  a  party.  Here  is  one 
standout  lyric  that  defined  the 
song:  “She  wanna  get  married 
tonight/But  1  can’t  take  a  knee, 
cause  I’m  wearing  all  white.” 

Another  track  from  “More 
Life”  is  “Skepta  Interlude,”  where 
Skepta  delivers  a  verse  on  the 
music  industry,  politics  and  the 
rise  to  fame.  Listeners  can  really 
feel  his  passion  and  sincerity  on 
the  track. 

Another  notable  track  is 
“Sacrifices,”  which  has  a  great 
piano  accompaniment  as  Drake 
sings  the  chorus  in  an  echoing 
voice.  This  song  gives  me 
chills  because  of  the  Caribbean 
influences. 

Drake  remained  ambitious  in 
this  track  by  saying  “I  got  my 
23 ’s  laced.  It’s  a  marathon,  not 
a  sprint,  but  I  still  gotta  win  the 
race.” 

Another  likeable  track  is 
“Teenage  Fever,”  and  it  is  nothing 
short  of  impressive.  Drake 
speaks  about  moving  on  from  a 
bad  relationship,  with  Jennifer 
Lopez’s  vocals  coming  from  her 
1999  hit  “If  You  Had  My  Love.” 

After  “Teenage  Fever” 
Drake  collaborated  with  Giggs 
on  the  song  “KMT.”  Drake  is 
braggadocios,  and  his  flow  is 
both  fast  and  show-stopping. 
His  flow  regressed  my  body  in  a 
primal  instinct  of  celebration. 

Furthermore,  on  the  song 


"Lose  You,”  Drake  speaks 
about  melancholy  and  lessons 
learned  from  success.  Drake 
definitely  dropped  wisdom  on 
this  track.  He  spoke  about  how 
people  liked  him  better  when 
he  was  poor,  where  he  rapped 
the  following:  “How  they  go 
from  not  wantin  me  at  all  to 
wantin  to  see  me  lose  it  all.” 

Seventeenth  track  featured 
was  “Can’t  Have  Everything.” 
On  this  track,  Drake  realizes 
he’s  on  a  different  level 
musically.  The  chorus  is  a 
paradox  and  speaks  volumes 
to  me.  Drake  states  “can’t 
have  everything,  but  I  want 
everything.” 

The  song  comes  to  a  close 
with  a  voicemail  from  Drake’s 
mom,  who  gives  him  positive 
insight  on  how  to  deal  with 
corruption  in  the  music 
industry. 

One  of  my  star-struck 
moments  in  the  album  is  when 
1  heard  West  rap  on  the  song 
“Glow,”  where  he  raps  while 
Drake  accompanies  him  by 
singing. 

The  final  track  is  “Do  Not 
Disturb.”  Drake  writes  an 
open  letter  about  his  fears, 
acceptance,  dedication  and  his 
transition  in  life. 

Everything  Drake  says  in  the 
song  resonated  with  me.  The 
standout  lyrics  were  “I  don’t 
want  to  have  to  go  to  funerals” 
and  “I  don’t  have  no  time  to  be 
no  Romeo.” 

Drake’s  “More  Life” 
solidifies  him  as  a  modem 
music  legend,  which  will 
continue  to  keep  him  on  top  as 
long  as  he  remains  transparent 
with  his  life  of  fame. 


By  |oe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

“Proof’  debuted  successfully 
last  Thursday  night,  April  20,  for 
JJC’s  theater  program. 

The  play,  originally  an  off- 
Broadway  production,  stars 
Elizabeth  Cronin  as  Catherine, 
the  obscurely  intelligent  daughter 
of  a  brilliant  mathematician  who 
went  mad  before  his  eventual 
death. 

Catherine’s  backyard  is  the 
setting  for  the  entirety  of  the  nine- 
scene  play.  Surprisingly,  there 
was  only  four  credited  characters 
throughout  the  production,  but 
each  held  their  own  weight. 

Alongside  Cronin,  Paul 
Zavala  played  Catherine’s 
father,  Robert.  Taylor  O’  Brien 
portrayed  Catherine’s  sister, 
Claire,  and  Jake  Busse  starred 
as  Harold,  Roberts’s  graduate 
student  who  falls  for  Catherine. 

Having  never  been  to  a  play, 
I  didn’t  know  what  to  expect. 
However,  after  watching  this 
1  definitely  want  to  see  more 
live  theater.  The  stage,  meant 
to  portray  the  back  porch  of  a 
house,  was  very  authentic. 

While  the  cast  was  small, 
each  actor  developed  a  distinct 


personality  for  their  character  and 
this,  to  their  credit,  made  up  for 
the  relatively  small  cast. 

Cronin  stole  the  show,  as  her 
character  went  through  a  great 
deal  of  emotions  throughout 
both  acts.  From  being  drunk,  to 
hallucinating  (or  dreaming),  to  an 
emotional  reading  of  her  father’s 
left-behind  notebook,  Cronin’s 
performance  felt  genuine  and 
even  funny  when  it  needed  to  be. 

Zavala,  playing  Robert 
posthumously,  was  surprisingly 
convincing  as  the  50-year-old 
math  genius.  His  character, 
shown  in  different  time  periods, 
fluctuated  between  a  wise,  stable 
man,  to  an  incoherent,  crazed 
individual. 

Busse  was  charming  as  the 
post-graduate  geek  trying  to  court 
Catherine. 

O’  Brien  gave  a  unique 
performance  as  the  sister,  who 
comes  back  to  town  after  years  of 
being  gone. 

The  play’s  opening  weekend 
ran  four  nights,  Apri  1 20-23 .  There 
will  an  additional  four  shows  this 
week,  starting  Wednesday,  April 
26,  at  7:30  p.m.,  followed  by 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
with  Saturday  having  an 
additional  show  at  2  p.m. 


Adam’s  Hot  Comer 
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Why  must  sports  demean  indigenous  Americans? 


By  Adam  tumino 

Co-Editor 

What  exactly  do  professional 
sports  teams  have  against 
Native  Americans?  The  world 
of  athletics  seems  to  be  totally 
unaware,  or  perhaps  willfully 
ignorant,  in  their  assessment  of 
Native  American  cultures  and 
ways  of  life. 

The  Washington  Redskins 
are  of  course  outpacing  the 
competition.  Not  on  the  football 
field,  but  in  the  “most  offensive 
name  belonging  to  a  mediocre 
organization”  competition. 

Back  when  the  Redskins 
received  their  moronic  moniker 
in  the  early  1930s,  racial  slurs 


were  totally  acceptable,  like 
segregation  and  child  labor. 

The  Redskins  are  currently 
engaged  in  a  skirmish  over  their 
controversial  name,  and  have 
dug  in,  with  owner  Dan  Snyder 
sticking  with  his  team’s  mascot. 

Now  to  Major  League  Basebal  1, 
where  another  offensive-branding 
battle  is  occurring.  The  Cleveland 
Indians  are  in  the  process  of 
changing  their  team  logo,  the 
red-faced  and  distastefully  named 
Chief  Wahoo. 

The  good  Chief  looks  like 
a  racist  caricature  right  off  of 
some  sort  of  Manifest  Destiny 
propaganda  poster.  He  has  gone 
through  many  redesigns,  and 
is  less  offensive  now  than  past 
portrayals. 

But  less  offensive  should 
not  be  the  goal.  Maybe  teams 
should  be  aiming  for  completely 
inoffensive  mascots  and  logos. 

The  most  concerning  aspect  of 
the  Chief  Wahoo  battle  is  the  total 
willingness  of  white  Indians  fans 
to  dress  up  like  him  for  games. 

Nothing  says  “acceptance 
and  tolerance”  like  50-year-old 
Cuyahoga  Joe  in  face  paint  and 
a  feather  headdress.  But  many 
Indians  fans  don’t  want  their 
precious  logo  taken  away. 

What,  pray  tell,  will  happen  to 
all  of  their  racist  memorabilia? 
The  bottom  of  Lake  Erie  is  an  apt 
location. 


Inexplicably,  the  rebranding  of 
the  Indians  is  becoming  a  lengthy 
process,  for  reasons  that  evade 
the  sensible  person. 

The  solution  is  simple;  ditch 
Chief  Wahoo.  The  Indians  have 
alternate  uniforms  with  a  red 
letter  “C”  on  their  caps  and 
sleeves.  Just  use  that. 

Even  the  Tampa  Bay  Rays, 
one  of  the  most  financially 
unsuccessful  teams  in  major 
sports,  were  able  to  do  a  full 
rebrand.  They  dropped  the 
“Devil”  from  in  front  of  the  name 
and  got  new  uniforms  and  logos. 

If  they  can  afford  to  do  a 
rebrand,  nothing  should  be 
stopping  the  Indians  from 
following  suit.  Enough  with  the 
intolerant  symbols. 

But  surely  no  other  teams  will 
be  idiotic  enough  to  make  these 
same  mistakes.  It  is  2017,  after 
all.  We  are  a  more  intelligent 
and  sophisticated  people  than  we 
have  ever  been. 

Wait,  the  Atlanta  Braves  did 
what?  Never  mind  what  I  just 
said. 

The  Braves  are  undergoing  a 
transformation  at  the  baseball 
level.  A  bevy  of  budding  young 
stars  signal  a  bright  future  for  the 
team.  On  top  of  that,  they  just 
christened  a  shiny  new  ballpark 
in  the  suburbs  north  of  Atlanta. 

A  new  era  is  dawning  for 
the  Braves.  Perhaps  they 


will  seize  the  opportunity  to 
separate  themselves  from  any 
possibly  offensive  actions  or 
representations  of  the  Native 
American  people. 

Or  they  could  not  do  that. 
They  could  instead  lead  the  entire 
stadium  in  the  dated  tomahawk 
chop  and  chant  during  the  opening 
ceremony.  Styrofoam  tomahawks 
included. 

Great. 

Who  thought  this  was  a 
good  idea?  Did  no  one  in  the 
organization  observe  the  plans  for 
this  event  and  pump  the  brakes? 
Especially  with  teams  across 
the  sporting  world  trying  to 
separate  themselves  from  similar 
controversies. 

All  of  these  things  lead  to  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  Native 
American  culture.  It  contributes 
to  the  beliefs  that  were  harbored 
in  19th  Century  stories  and 
carried  into  early  Hollywood. 

Native  Americans  were 
represented  as  bloodthirsty 
savages,  who  loved  drums  and 
warfare.  Countless  scenes  in  early 
Western  films  showed  bands  of 
hollering  tribesmen  overrunning 
innocent  pioneers,  scalping  and 
massacring  as  they  rode. 

This  painting  of  Native 
Americans  as  savages  was  part 
of  the  justification  process  for  the 
pioneers  seizing  the  native’s  land 
and  carrying  out  mass  killings  of 


innocent  people. 

Native  Americans  stood  by 
and  watched  settlers  trudge 
across  their  territories,  bringing 
with  them  violence,  disease  and 
intolerance. 

The  portrayal  of  Native 
Americans  that  has  been 
appropriated  for  over  a  century  is 
the  largest  hit-piece  of  all  time. 

White  Americans  needed 
this  to  justify  what  they  did 
in  the  name  of  some  obscure 
religious  prophecy  that  they 
blindly  followed,  without  the 
consideration  of  those  people  it 
affected  most. 

But  we  no  longer  need  this 
mask  to  hide  the  truth.  We  should 
be  able  to  face  what  happened 
all  those  years  ago,  without 
cowering  behind  vilification  and 
defamation  of  largely  peaceful 
indigenous  people. 

In  the  big  picture,  a  few 
offensively  named  sports  teams 
do  not  seem  like  a  big  deal. 
But  in  reality  they  contribute 
to  an  intolerant  and  prejudiced 
environment  that  continues  to 
weigh  down  our  society  and 
continues  to  stymie  real  change 
and  progress. 

We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and 
to  those  who  came  before  us 
to  change  our  outdated  ways 
of  thinking  and  actually  move 
forward. 
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Lady  Wolves  swing  through  rebuilding  process 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 


A  year  removed  from  a  9-34 
season,  the  JJC  Softball  team  has 
already  earned  18  wins  through 
April  21,  with  10  games  left  to 
play  in  the  regular  season. 

This  turnaround  is  occurring 
in  the  second  season  of  Kerri 
O’Shea’s  tenure  as  the  team’s 
head  coach.  She  is  optimistic 
that  the  team  will  continue  their 
upward  trend  in  the  coming 
years. 

"We  have  signed  12  girls  that 
are  coming  in  next  year  that  have 
travel  softball  backgrounds,” 
said  O’Shea. 

“As  far  as  the  commitment 
level  and  dedication  that  we  have 
from  the  girls  that  are  currently 
here  and  the  girls  that  are  coming 
in,  we  definitely  hope  to  see  a 
continued  improvement  of  the 
program.  That’s  the  goal.” 

A  larger  crop  of  incoming 
players  will  create  more  depth 
for  the  Lady  Wolves,  who  have 
been  relatively  shorthanded 
recently.  But  O’Shea  does  not 
perceive  a  lack  depth,  even  with 
her  smaller  roster  sizes. 

“Talent  wise,  we  have  a  lot 
of  versatility,  girls  that  can  play 
multiple  positions,"  she  said.  “It 
allows  for  me  to  rotate  my  lineup 
game-by-game.” 

Still,  a  larger  roster  size  can 
lend  many  benefits  to  a  team. 

“Having  multiple  people  in 
certain  positions  is  going  to  allow 
for  me  to  have  more  consistency 
for  specific  positions,”  O’Shea 


said. 

More  depth  can  also  benefit  the 
team  in  their  preparation. 

“It’s  a  little  bit  harder  for  us  to 
get  reps  in  when  you’re  moving 
a  middle  infielder  to  an  outfield 
position,”  said  O’Shea. 

The  small  but  flexible  roster 
has  produced  so  far  this  season, 
especially  offensively,  and  has 
given  the  Lady  Wolves  their  best 
record  in  recent  memory. 

The  team  ranks  in  the  top  five 
or  ten  nationally  in  nearly  every 
offensive  category  in  2017. 

They  are  fourth  in  runs  scored 
(280),  fifth  in  hits  and  doubles 
(338,  69)  and  second  in  triples 
(29). 

Factoring  in  their  15  home 
runs,  which  rank  sixth,  the  Lady 
Wolves  are  third  in  the  nation 
with  113  extra  base  hits.  They 
have  also  stolen  79  bases  while 
being  caught  15  times,  for  a 
team  success  rate  of  just  over  81 
percent. 

The  team’s  combined  slash 
line  so  far  is  ,362/.433/.547,  for 
an  OPS  of  .980.  Offense  has  been 
the  Lady  Wolves'  strength  this 
year. 

“That’s  something  that's  a 
priority  for  us  and  we  focus  on 
quite  a  bit,”  said  O’Shea,  who 
stresses  offensive  extensively  in 
practice. 

“A  lot  of  people  can  disagree 
with  my  coaching  style  when  it 
comes  to  that,  but  I  like  to  focus 
more  on  our  offense  because 
when  you  bring  runs  in  you  win 
ball  games.”  said  O’Shea. 

Five  players  have  been 
bringing  in  plenty  of  runs.  They 
are  responsible  for  166  of  the 


team's  238  RBI  on  the  year. 

Paige  Guerrero  and  Sarah 
Goff  lead  the  club  with  38  RBI. 
Rachel  Andrade  has  driven  in 
36,  Catherine  Price  added  29  and 
Stacey  Stanton  is  fifth  with  25. 

They  are  responsible  for  nearly 
70  percent  of  the  team’s  run 
production.  Andrade,  Guerrero 
and  Price  are  each  hitting  over 
.450  on  the  year.  Andrade  is 
slashing  .468/.500/.935  with 
eight  home  runs,  12  doubles  and 
1 1  triples.  She  also  has  1 2  steals 
and  has  yet  to  be  caught. 


The  Lady  Wolves  have  not 
been  lacking  in  the  other  facets 
of  the  game,  but  the  offense  is 
clearly  the  most  impressive,  and 
the  most  important  to  O’Shea  and 
the  team.  The  other  aspects  of  the 
game  can  support  the  lineup. 

“You  have  to  have  a  good 
defense  to  keep  you  in  ball 
games,”  O’Shea  said.  “That’s 
kind  of  my  mentality.  Defense 
keeps  you  in  games.  Offense 
wins  games.  Some  people  might 
disagree  with  that,  but  you  can 
see  we’ve  been  pretty  successful 


with  our  offense  and  it’s  helped 
us  quite  a  bit.” 

On  the  field  success  is 
important  to  the  Lady  Wolves, 
but  O’Shea  also  directs  attention 
elsewhere. 

“A  good  coach  can  improve  a 
program  or  improve  the  game, 
but  one  of  the  things  I  really  like 
to  focus  on  with  the  girls  is  them 
learning  life  lessons  they  can 
take  away  from  the  field,”  said 
O’Shea.  “That’s  something  that’s 
really  important  to  me.” 
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Samantha  Wytrwal  prepares  to  hit  the  ball  during  batting  practice. 
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Event  Center,  which  is  measured 
at  86,000  square  feet.  Coaches 
are  receiving  upgrades  too,  as 
their  offices  are  being  moved  into 
the  building  as  well. 

While  the  building  doesn’t 
officially  open  until  fall,  the 
school  is  making  the  transition 
easier  for  its  athletes  and  coaches 
by  allowing  them  access  to 
the  building  and  its  amenities 
immediately.  This  includes 
updated  offices  for  the  coaches 
and  updated  lockers,  showers  and 
a  brand  new  weight  room  for  the 
athletes. 

In  fact,  the  inaugural  event 
for  the  JJC  Event  Center  will 
actually  come  before  the  official 
opening.  Upcoming  graduates 
will  be  honored  inside  the  new 
expansion,  and  this  will  continue 
for  all  graduations.  The  ceremony 
will  be  held  on  May  12  at  6  p.m. 

JJC  has  held  previous 
graduation  ceremonies  at  nearby 
Lewis  University. 

Budgeting  was  not  an  issue  for 
the  college,  who  had  $45  million 
to  allocate  between  the  JJC  Event 
Center  and  the  50,000  square 
foot  expansion  to  the  Romeoville 
Campus.  The  total  cost  of  the  JJC 
Event  Center  was  approximately 
$22.5  million. 

The  JJC  Event  Center  was 
completed  under  budget,  and 
thus  $1.3  million  is  being  re¬ 
allocated  for  a  project  to  renovate 
the  Romeoville  campus. 


JJC  opened  its  Romeoville 
campus  in  1993.  A  relatively 
small  campus,  consisting 
of  12  general  classrooms, 
12  laboratories,  a  library/ 
learning  center,  cafeteria  and 
administrative  offices. 


The  $1.3  million  surplus  will 
go  towards  updating  this  existing 
structure. 

Similar  to  the  JJC  Event 
Center,  the  Romeoville 
expansion  has  been  completed, 
has  its  official  opening  scheduled 


for  the  fall  and  will  also  have  a 
soft  opening,  allowing  students 
to  attend  summer  classes  in  the 
new  building. 

However,  the  new  bio  labs 
have  a  target  opening  date  of 
Spring  2018. 


The  two  projects  broke  ground 
simultaneously  in  August  of 
2015.  Both  were  completed  in 
March  of  this  year,  taking  under 
two  years  to  complete  the  two 
structures  totaling  approximately 
136,000  square  feet. 


A  portion  of  the  new  weight  room. 


Baseball  and  softball  practice  facility.  photos  by  Adam  Tumino 
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Wolves  look  to  finish  strong  in  conference 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 


Co-Editor 

Now  two  years  removed  from 
their  national  runner-up  season 
of  2015,  the  JJC  Baseball  team 
finds  themselves  in  a  familiar 
position. 

After  a  relatively  slow  start  in 
2017,  the  Wolves  have  climbed 
back  over  the  .500  mark  for  the 
season,  as  they  look  to  finish  the 
season  strong  and  earn  a  good 
seed  in  the  postseason. 

This  has  been  the  pattern 
for  the  Wolves  in  recent  years, 
including  the  2015  season. 

Their  record  of  20-19-1 
through  April  23  might  not  jump 
off  the  page,  but  a  conference 
record  of  7-3  is  more  telling. 

The  conference  record  is  what 
decides  the  postseason  seeding, 
so  maintaining  the  high  level 
of  conference  play  could  give 
the  Wolves  an  easier  path  come 
playoff  time. 

So  far,  the  team  slash  line 
is  .281/.372/.374.  The  Wolves 
have  316  hits  on  the  season, 
ranking  18th  in  the  nation. 
These  hits  have  not  necessarily 
translated  into  run  production, 
as  the  Wolves’  214  runs  rank 
23rd  nationally. 

They  are  out-hitting  then- 
opponents,  however,  and  have  a 
batting  average  against  of  .278, 
which  is  the  24th  best  mark  in 
the  nation. 

There  are  five  Wolves  with 
over  100  at  bats  in  2017,  led 
by  freshman  Anthony  Agne’s 
127.  These  five  players  have 
combined  for  just  over  50 
percent  of  the  team’s  RBI  total. 

Adam  Knerr  is  leading  the 
team  in  batting  average  with  a 
.333  mark.  He  is  also  tied  for  the 
team  lead  in  steals  with  eight, 
and  has  not  yet  been  thrown  out 
attempting  a  steal. 

Freshman  Joe  McGuire 
is  leading  the  team  with  14 
doubles,  the  ninth  most  in  the 
nation,  and  25  RBI.  His  40  hits 
are  second  behind  only  Knerr. 

McGuire’s  slugging 

percentage  of  .484  is  bested 
only  by  Davis  Purviance’s  .516. 
Purviance  leads  the  Wolves  with 


1  against  Milwaukee  Area  Tech. 
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four  home  runs. 

Sophomore  pitcher  Nick  Evola 
led  the  team  with  seven  games 
started,  44.2  innings  pitched  and 
42  strikeouts. 

He  has  pitched  the  30th  most 
innings  in  the  nation,  and  his 
four  complete  games  rank  second 
nationally. 

Kendall  Interial  has  racked  up 
34  strikeouts  in  just  24  innings, 
and  leads  the  team  with  12.75 
strikeouts  per  nine  innings. 

Daniel  Terrazas  has  a  team  low 
ERA  of  2.55.  He  has  issued  three 
walks,  the  fewest  on  the  staff, 
despite  working  24.2  innings,  the 
fifth  most  on  the  staff. 

With  the  season  ending  by  the 
final  days  in  April,  the  Wolves 
will  be  looking  to  maintain  a 
solid  conference  record.  Time 
will  tell  if  they  will  follow  in  the 
footprints  of  the  2015  edition  of 
the  Wolves. 


Connor  Creed 
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Players  to  watch 


Baseball 

Anthony  Agne 


Freshman  infielder  Anthony  Agne  has 
had  a  consistent  season  in  2017.  In  a 
3-1  victory  over  Kankakee  Community 
College  in  game  one,  Agne  produced  2 
hits.  In  a  3-2  win,  Anthony  had  twp  hits 
including  a  double,  and  had  an  RBI.  His 
.311  batting  average  consists  of  37  hits 


Softball 

Catherine  Price 

Freshman  outfielder  Catherine 
Price  has  had  a  hot  bat  as  of  late. 

In  a  split  at  Carl  Sandburg  College, 
Price  had  2  hits  in  the  12-13  loss 
and  a  triple  and  2  RBIs  in  the  8-5 
win.  In  a  pair  of  victories  over  Mil¬ 
waukee  Tech,  Price  produced  3  hits 
(2B,  2  RBIs)  in  the  16-0  shutout  in 
game  one  and  had  a  solo  home  run 
in  the  11  -0  game  two.  She  currently 
has  a  .455  batting  average  with  45 
hits  (10  doubles,  2  triples,  3  home 
runs). 
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JJC  Student 
Govt,  starts 
new  semester 

by  Adam  tumino 

Co-Editor 

One  of  the  largest  and  most 
influential  student  groups  on 
campus  at  JJC  is  the  Student 
Government. 

The  members  of  this  group 
are  the  representatives  for  the 
entire  student  body  at  JJC,  and 
they  play  a  role  in  nearly  every 
aspect  of  student  life. 

With  open  meetings  every 
week,  it  is  their  job  to  hear  the 
students’  voices,  and  make 
an  attempt  to  truly  and  fully 
represent  those  voices. 

President  of  the  Student 
Government,  Eric  Diaz,  laid  out 
the  group’s  accomplishments 
so  far  this  semester,  as  well  as 
their  goals  for  both  the  near  and 
distant  future. 

“I  feel  that  we’ve  really  been 
pushing  to  get  that  exposure,” 
said  Diaz.  “We  started  off  with 
only  seven  or  eight  members. 
We  had  no  people.” 

But  Diaz  viewed  this  as  a 
positive,  stating  that  this  meant 
the  group  had  a  “clean  slate”  to 
work  with. 

“Our  goal  was  to  recruit 
people,”  he  said.  “Not  just 
any  average  student  that  just 
wants  to  go  to  their  classes.  We 
want  to  maintain  sound,  active 

See  Student  page  5 


JJC  honors  9/11  victims 


By  Fey  barker 

Staff  Writer 

On  the  morning  of  September 
11,  2017,  JJC  faculty  and 
students,  alongside  local 
firefighters  and  police  officers, 
gathered  to  pay  their  respects  to 
the  fallen  heroes  and  victims  of 
9/11. 

After  a  brief  introduction  and 
a  wonderful  performance  of 
“America  the  Beautiful, ’’Chief 
Pete  Comanda  recalled  the 
tragic  day’s  events,  along  with 
a  brief  recognition  of  the  heroes 
that  were  lost  in  the  line  of  active 
duty  in  the  last  year. 

After  the  ceremony,  Comanda 
agreed  to  a  brief  interview.  He 
remembers  the  events  of  9/11 
clear  as  day.  Then  age  48,  having 
just  gotten  off  from  the  night 
shift,  Comanda  was  listening  to 


A  police  color  guard  presents  the  flags  during  JJC’s  ceremony  on  Sep.  11.  Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 


See  Honors  page  4 


TLC  to  get  facelift  via  Skype 


By  Sean  O’Dell 

Copy  Editor 

For  years  JJC  has  prided  itself 
on  its  quality  of  student  care  for 
those  on  campus. 

With  technology  moving  at 
an  ever-changing  pace,  this  goal 
has  extended  to  students  off 
campus  as  well,  with  tools  like 


Smartthinking  online  tutoring. 

Now,  to  bring  JJC’s  cutting 
edge  technology-based  tutoring 
capabilities  a  step  closer  to 
Star  Trek  status,  students  will 
soon  be  able  to  receive  face-to- 
face  tutoring,  ask  questions  of 
faculty  and  work  in  a  group  of 
their  peers,  all  from  the  comfort 
of  home. 


David  Hampton,  the 
coordinator  of  the  academic 
skills  center,  also  supervises  the 
tutoring  and  learning  center.  For 
him,  tracking  the  quality  of  the 
student  tutoring  experience  at 
JJC  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

If  JJC  has  anything  that  puts 
them  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
tutoring  and  learning,  its  data. 


Hampton  says  that  the  data  JJC 
tracks  goes  into  projects  geared 
towards  improving  the  JJC 
tutoring  and  learning  experience 
for  students. 

Information  such  as  popular 
subjects  consulted  for  tutoring 
as  well  as  the  duration  of  visits 

See  Skype  page  5 


Wolves  seek  to  put  2016  struggles  behind  them 


By  Joe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

JJC  Wolves  men’s  soccer 
team  played  their  home  opener 
on  Sep.  13  and  the  team  did  not 
disappoint  the  home  fans.  The 
Wolves  played  their  best  game 
of  the  young  season,  scoring  six 
goals  on  the  way  to  their  first 
victory. 

The  scoring  started  early  for 
the  Wolves,  as  Adrian  Jimenez 


netted  his  fifth  goal  of  the 
season  in  the  14th  minute.  The 
goal  gave  the  Wolves  an  early 
1-0  lead,  a  lead  they  would  not 
give  up  the  entire  game. 

The  offensive  outburst  was 
spearheaded  by  freshman 
Gustavo  Ramos  Buonopane. 
Buonopane  scored  an  impressive 
three  goals  on  the  day,  including 
two  in  the  first  half,  coming  in 

See  Wolves  page  15 
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Sophomore  Adrian  Jimenez  dribbles  down  field  against  Milwaukee 
Area  Tech  on  Sept.  13. 
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2  Editorial- 

50  years  later,  where's  the  love? 


The  summer  of  1967 
went  down  in  history  as  the 
Summer  of  Love. 

Now'  50  years  later,  the 
summer  of  2017  may  go 
down  in  history  as  the 
Summer  of  Hate.  The  past 
several  months  have  been 
notable  for  many  reasons, 
the  unwavering  negative 
events. 

The  weather  was  not 
the  only  thing  heating  up 
this  summer.  Relations 
between  America  and  North 
Korea  have  been  steadily 
intensifying. 

North  Korea  is  becoming 
increasingly  bold  with  their 
tests  of  missiles  and  nuclear 
weapons,  including  a  claim 
of  a  successful  test  of  a 
hydrogen  bomb. 

The  brazenness  of 
the  tests  have  created  a 
disturbance  around  the 
world.  Concern  is  perhaps 
highest  in  Japan,  whose 
people  awoke  in  late  August 
to  air  raid  sirens  and  texts 


messages  urging  them  to 
take  shelter. 

This  was  a  result  of  a 
North  Korean  missile  that 
was  fired  directly  over 
northern  Japan  before 
crashing  into  the  Pacific. 

America  and  North 
Korea  have  threatened 
intense  military  action,  with 
President  Donald  Trump 
and  North  Korean  dictator 
Kim  Jong-un  frequently 
butting  heads. 

To  the  southeast  of 
the  Korean  Peninsula, 
a  humanitarian  crisis  is 
mounting  in  Myanmar, 
where  a  Muslim  minority 
group  known  as  Rohingya 
are  being  killed  and 
displaced. 

Fighting  between 
militants  and  military 
has  intensified,  with  an 
estimated  1,000  people 
being  killed  in  a  two  week 
span.  Fears  of  genocide 
are  growing,  as  tens  of 
thousands  of  Rohingya  are 


fleeing  the  country,  many 
drowning  on  the  way. 

But  international  crises 
were  not  the  only  problem 
this  summer.  On  Aug. 

11  and  12,  the  city  of 
Charlottesville,  Va.  was  the 
site  of  an  unsettling  event. 

The  so-called  “Unite 
the  Right”  rally  brought 
national  attention  to  the 
recently  emboldened  alt- 
right,  white  nationalist  and 
neo-Nazi  communities  in 
America. 

A  group  of  protesters 
were  in  Charlottesville  to 
protest  the  removal  of  a 
Robert  E.  Lee  statue.  Many 
of  them  carried  Confederate 
flags,  donned  swastikas  and 
the  Nazi  symbolism.  They 
chanted  anti-Semitic  and 
other  hateful  messages. 

The  rally  was  followed 
the  next  day  by  violent 
clashes  between  the  white 
nationalists  and  counter- 
protesters,  culminating 
when  James  Alex  Fields  Jr. 


drove  his  car  into  protesters, 
killing  Heather  Heyer  and 
injuring  19  others. 

The  whole  event  set  off 
an  argument  about  first 
amendment  rights  and 
freedom  of  speech,  with 
many  questioning  whether 
freedom  of  speech  should 
protect  hate  speech. 

As  if  all  this  was  not 
enough,  climate  change  is 
wreaking  havoc  around  the 
world.  Hurricane  Harvey 
slammed  Houston,  Texas, 
devastating  the  city  with 
historic  flooding  and  over 
50  inches  of  rain. 

It  was  followed 
immediately  by  its 
alphabetical  successor 
Irma,  which  tore  through 
the  Caribbean  on  its  way  to 
the  Miami  area,  all  while 
wildfires  torch  the  western 
United  States. 

The  world  is  probably 
not  ending,  but  if  it  were,  it 
would  look  a  whole  lot  like 
this. 


Question  of  the  Issue: 

Given  recent  debates  about  what  free 
speech  actually  protects,  do  you  think 
there  should  be  some  limitations  to  what 
is  considered  free  speech?  Why? 


Mariah  Schmidt 


Ben  Goetsch 


Susan  Noto 


Richard  Hughes 


“Some  people  are  too 
aggressive  with  it  and 
they  can  start  riots.  And 
it’s  just  mean.  1  think 
everyone  should  be 
limited  because  if  one 
group  can  do  it  then  they 
all  can  do  it.  But  you 
can ’t  always  stop  people. 
I  would  put  limits  just  so 
people  aren’t  scared  to 
live.  ” 


“In  the  Constitution, 
in  the  First  Amendment, 
it  says  you  have  freedom 
of  speech.  You  should 
be  able  to  say  whatever 
you  want.  I  think  the 
founding  fathers  would 
be  disappointed  to  see 
what  America  s  come  to, 
when  it  comes  to  freedom 
of  speech  issues  today.  ” 


“I  kind  of  don’t  think 
there  should  be  (limits), 
because  I  think  that’s 
what  makes  America 
so  great.  Technically 
speaking  it’s  based  on 
people 's  morals,  and  I 'm 
not  one  to  judge  their 
opinions.  Even  with 
situations  with  the  KKK 
and  Nazis,  I  think  it’s 
absolutely  horrible,  but  1 
think  that’s  (free  speech) 
part  of  what  makes 
America  great.  ” 


“Anyone  can  say 
whatever  they  want. 
You  can  say  that  you 
hate  a  specific  group  of 
people,  but  that  doesn’t 
mean  that  people  have 
to  listen  to  you  or  pay 
attention  to  you.  You  can 
say  whatever  you  want. 
That  s  the  whole  point  of 
free  speech.  ” 
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Why  do  you  feel  the  need  to  litter? 


Plastic  bags  tangled  in  the  JJC  landscaping  outside  T-Building. 
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By  Joseph  crump 

Co-Editor 

Why  do  I  keep  seeing 
litter  around  campus?  It’s 
unbelievable  that  I  continue  to  see 
these  eyesores  laying  all  around. 

Seriously  people,  there 
is  a  garbage  can  every  hundred 
feet  or  so.  There  is  no  excuse  to 
not  walk  the  extra  bit  to  toss  your 
garbage  inside  the  designated 
area.  There  is  no  reason  to  lazily 
drop  your  crap  out  of  your  car 
window  or  at  your  feet  as  you 
walk. 

Is  the  issue  that  you  feel 
embarrassed  about  eating 
McDonald’s  so  you  just  drop  it  in 
hopes  that  nobody  sees  you  with 
the  bag?  Newsflash,  everybody 
eats  fast  food  every  now  and 
again.  You’re  far  more  disgusting 
for  just  dropping  your  garbage  on 


the  ground. 

I  work  on  the  grounds  crew 
here  at  JJC  as  well.  My  colleagues 
and  I  see  whole  fast  food  bags  all 
the  time.  It’s  mind-blowing  that 
people  even  consider  this  as  an 
option  for  disposal. 

It’s  lazy,  it’s  detrimental  to  the 
environment,  and  it’s  just  trashy. 

JJC  goes  to  great  lengths 
as  an  institution  to  achieve 
sustainability  and  eco- 
friendliness.  The  college  has  spent 
millions  maintaining  the  natural 
area  that  surrounds  the  campus, 
and  continues  to  vigorously 
uphold  these  standards. 

The  surrounding  natural  area 
is  home  to  a  very  rare  ecological 
formation,  known  as  a  fen,  and 
many  students  and  staff  are 
fighting  to  prevent  its  paving  over 
for  a  road. 

When  you  litter,  you 
undermine  all  the  work  that  goes 
into  keeping  this  college  and  the 
surrounding  area  beautiful  and  as 
clean  as  possible. 

Please,  especially  with  plastics, 
try  to  dispose  of  it  correctly.  If 
you’re  unaware,  there’s  been  a  lot 
of  focus  on  microplastic  particles 
in  the  environment.  It  isn’t  an 
immediate  effect,  but  over  time 
tiny  bits  of  plastic  break  off  trash 
and  pollute  the  environment  on  a 
microscopic  level. 

You  might  think  that  because 
it’s  on  such  a  small  scale  that 


it  doesn’t  have  a  large  effect. 
However,  that’s  simply  not  the 
case. 

These  plastic  particles  get  into 
the  water,  which  gets  into  the 
plants,  which  then  gets  eaten  by 
animals.  On  a  microscopic  level, 
this  damages  every  level  of  life. 
When  the  plastics  get  to  us  and 
into  our  bodies,  it’s  not  so  easily 
removed  there  either. 


Plastics  tend  to  stick  to  fat, 
and  what  do  we  all  have  in  our 
bodies?  Fat.  Scientists  don’t 
currently  know  what  the  effect 
of  this  plastic  buildup  in  our 
systems  could  be.  However,  it’s 
not  thought  to  be  positive. 

I  know  this  started  off  as  a  rant 
about  litter,  but  this  is  why  it’s 
such  a  hot-button  issue.  It  doesn’t 
just  affect  how  the  area  looks. 


Over  time,  it  spreads,  and  spreads, 
and  spreads.  It’s  disgusting  and 
damaging. 

It’s  also  a  damn  pain  to  pick  all 
of  it  up  when  it’s  spread  around.  A 
single  McDonald’s  bag’s  content 
can  be  spread  across  an  entire 
parking  lot  with  enough  wind 
fairly  easily. 

Pick  up  after  yourselves 
people.  Please. 
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4  News  — 
Honors  from  page  1 


the  radio  when  he  heard  the  news. 

He  tuned  into  his  television, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  country, 
and  watched  in  disbelief.  Even 
though  it  is  painful,  Comanda 
insists  that  we  must  remember. 
If  we  forget  the  things  that  have 
negatively  impacted  us,  then  we 
are  doomed  to  have  them  happen 
again. 

Comanda  has  been  attending 
the  memorial  tribute  since  it  was 
started  roughly  twelve  years  ago. 

Among  those  in  attendance, 
two  students  were  willing  to  share 
the  impact  that  9/1 1  had  on  them 
personally.  Dakota  Samaniego, 
only  two  at  the  time,  is  unable  to 
recollect  what  took  place  on  that 


day. 

Despite  this,  he  still  recognizes 
the  fact  that  it  is  important  to 
remember. 

“It  was  one  of  the  largest 
terrorist  attacks  on  US  soil.  We 
can  learn  from  it.”  Samaniego 
said. 

He  has  been  attending  the 
memorial  tribute  for  10  years  and 
is  intent  on  continuing  to  do  so, 
in  order  to  honor  his  grandfather 
who  served  at  the  time  of  the 
incident. 

Unlike  Samaniego,  Darren 
Barnett  remembers  what  he  was 
doing  on  that  day.  Age  1 1  at  the 
time,  Barnett  was  on  his  way  to 
sixth  grade  math  class. 
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The  flag  at  half-staff. 


JJC  students  get 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

Every  semester  at  JJC,  the 
concourse  on  the  lower  level  of 
the  C  and  D  buildings  is  lined 
with  clubs  and  organizations. 
They  come  from  all  over  campus 
for  the  Mainstreet  event. 

The  fall  2017  edition  took 
place  on  Wednesday  Sep.  13  and 
Thursday  Sep.  14,  and  hundreds 
of  students  slowed  hallway 
traffic  to  a  crawl  as  they  gathered 
information  from  club  members 


and  mulled  over  their  options. 

Free  ice  cream  was  also  being 
handed  out  by  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities,  and  many 
representatives  of  the  OSA  were 
dressed  up  as  ice  cream  cones 
or  characters  seemingly  out  of 
a  live-action  version  of  Candy 
Land. 

Berenice  Calvillo  was 
representing  the  International 
Student  Club  at  Mainstreet.  She 
graduated  last  semester,  but  still 
assists  the  club  in  various  ways. 

“1  really  enjoyed  being  in  the 
club,”  she  said.  “I  love  it  because 
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A  resident  of  New  York  at  the 
time,  Barnett’s  father,  a  serving 
firefighter,  answered  the  call  to 
aid  in  the  cleanup  of  the  disaster. 
When  asked  if  it  was  important 
to  remember  that  terrible  day, 
Barnett  answered  in  confidence. 

“Yeah,  it  was  the  nation’s 
biggest  disaster.” 

He  also  shared  that  the  attack 
was  what  inspired  him  to  serve  in 
the  military.  Barnett  has  attended 
the  memorial  tribute  for  two 
years  now,  paying  his  respect  to 
everyone  who  served  (including 
the  service  dogs). 

The  JJC  community  was  one  of 
many  memorials  held  across  the 
area  and  the  nation  on  Monday. 
Now,  16  years  later,  it  is  clear  that 
the  public  still  wishes  to  honor 
those  lost  on  9/11  in  hopes  that 
they  will  not  forget  the  tragedy  of 
that  day. 


JJC  Police  Chief  Pete  Comanda.  Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 
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Memebers  of  the  JJC  community  participate  in  the  memorial  service. 


the  scoop  at  Mainstreet 

it’s  international.  I  love  learning 
about  cultures.” 

She  was  also  happy  with  the 
response  the  club  was  getting 
from  students  who  stopped  by 
the  table,  as  they  received  40 
signatures  on  day  one  alone. 

Nicholas  Razo,  who  was 
representing  an  engineering  club, 
was  also  pleased  with  the  turnout. 

“I  was  pleasantly  surprised 
with  the  amount  of  interest  we 
had,”  he  said.  “It  was  nice  to 
know  that  people  did  wind  up 
having  interest  in  this.” 

Eric  Diaz  is  the  president  of 
Student  Government,  another 
club  to  receive  a  lot  of  interest. 

“We  somehow  managed  to 
have  five  filled  sheets  of  signups,” 
he  said. 

The  consensus  among  many 
of  the  clubs  was  that  they 
were  receiving  more  attention 
than  normal.  Even  The  Blazer 
received  20  signups,  much  more 
than  previous  years. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  ice  cream 
theme  that  put  everyone  in  a  good 
mood.  With  both  the  larger  and 
smaller  clubs  getting  attention, 

JJC’s  extracurricular  community 
can  continue  to  grow  throughout 
the  20 1 7- 1 8  school  year. 


A  pair  of  ice  cream  cones  walk  the 
concourse  in  0-Building. 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 
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help  to  ensure  that  the  TLC  has 
the  right  tutors  available  for 
students  at  the  right  time. 

“If  a  student  comes  in  for 
tutoring  on  a  class  we  don’t  have, 
we  also  track  that  data”  Hampton 
says. 

To  continue  this  trend  of 
striving  towards  the  cutting  edge, 
Hampton  and  CIS  tutor  Clinton 
Garwood  have  spearheaded  a 
new  angle  for  improvement.  This 
is  where  Skype  comes  into  play. 

Skype  is  available  as  part 
of  the  Microsoft  Office  suite 
available  to  any  JJC  student  with 
a  valid  student  email  address.  To 
utilize  this  existing  availability, 
Hampton  and  Garwood  have 
devised  a  plan  to  test  the  success 
of  Skype  in  the  improvement  of 
the  TLC  capabilities  across  all 
JJC  campus  sites. 

“The  aim  is  to  make  the  student 
at  Romeoville,  Morris,  or  the 
City  Center  campus  not  feel  like 
a  ‘satellite  student’”  Hampton 
declares. 

In  the  interest  of  keeping  all 
students  of  JJC  feeling  included 
with  the  JJC  community  at  large, 
Skype  can  be  a  very  useful  tool. 

Garwood  said  that  “as  of  now 
there  are  several  faculty  members 
at  the  TLC  undergoing  Skype 
training,  and  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  time  before  you  start  seeing  it 
pop  up  as  a  regular  feature  of  the 
TLC  and  perhaps  some  hybrid 
classrooms.” 

As  it  undergoes  testing  this 


utoringand 
earning  Center 


£RLA  Inteiliation 
Tutor  Program 
Pertificatlbn  Site 


(From  left)  Jean  Tyrell,  Rob  Coldfelter,  Janis  Shumac,  Chrystal  Burich,  Sabrina  Jones  and  Joseph  Garcia. 
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semester,  students  may  start  to 
notice  its  implications  as  soon  as 
spring  semester. 

Hampton  and  Garwood  both 
agree  that  this  new  component 
shows  promise  in  helping  any 
student,  from  the  traditional  to  the 
non-traditional. 


“If  someone  has  a  hard  time 
making  to  school  due  to  work  or 
weather,  or  the  drive  is  just  too 
far,  they  can  simply  call  in  a  tutor 
through  Skype  and  get  the  same 
hands  on  help  they  would  get  in 
person,”  Hampton  said. 

He  continues  to  point  out  that 


“Skyping  could  also  be  used  as 
a  sort  of  ‘trial’  scenario  with  the 
tutoring,  where  a  student  can 
use  it  to  get  help  and  then  decide 
from  that  point  whether  it’d  be 
worthwhile  to  come  and  get  the 
help  in  person.” 

With  constant  improvements 


at  the  TLC,  any  student  who 
wants  help  with  any  subject 
should  stop  by  room  C-2010  on 
Main  Campus,  RMA-1039  at  the 
Romeoville  Campus  or  JCTR- 
6002  at  the  City  Center. 


Student  from  page  1 


members.  People  who  genuinely 
want  to  make  a  difference.” 

Student  Government  also 
sends  members  to  be  parts  of 
committees  that  discuss  school- 
related  issues  across  a  wide  range 
of  topics.  There  are  committees 
on  curriculum  to  sustainability, 
and  everything  in  between. 

“We’re  starting  to  take  on  the 
extents  of  the  very  important 
committee  meetings,”  said  Diaz. 
“That’s  where  we  are  going  to 
provide  student  input.” 

The  Student  Government  then 
will  take  the  information  gathered 
from  these  various  committees 
and  use  it  to  make  important 


decisions. 

The  meeting  on  Sep.  14  also 
included  a  discussion  on  the 
upcoming  rebates  that  many 
students  will  be  receiving  as 
compensation  for  the  recent 
tuition  hike,  which  was  due  to  the 
state’s  budget  crisis. 

The  exactitudes  of  the  rebates 
are  not  yet  known,  although 
JJC  President  Judy  Mitchell  is 
expected  to  release  the  details 
in  an  official  manner  in  the 
upcoming  weeks. 

The  members  then  took  time 
to  speak  about  recent  events  on 
campus,  and  detailed  some  events 
that  are  on  the  way. 
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“So  far  our  events  have  been 
very  successful,”  said  Diaz. 
He  cited  large  turnouts  at  the 
Welcome  Week  festivities  and 
Mainstreet  exhibition,  and  gave 
a  brief  preview  of  the  upcoming 
Stress  Relief  Week. 

This  was  a  successful  program 
for  Student  Government  last  year, 
and  they  have  made  some  changes 
based  on  feedback  from  students. 
Diaz  and  the  other  members  hope 
the  changes  lead  to  good  results 
once  again. 

But  the  main  goal  for  the  early 
portion  of  the  semester  remains 
recruiting.  Student  Government 
knows  that  more  members  and 
attendees  will  result  in  more 
complete  feedback  to  give  to  the 
committees,  and  lead  to  more 
well  received  changes  around 
campus. 

“We’re  starting  to  be  more 
active  on  our  Facebook  and  our 
social  media,”  said  Diaz.  “We’re 
going  to  get  that  going  because, 
again,  our  goal  is  the  recruit 
people,  but  recruit  people  who 
genuinely  care.” 

Diaz  also  believes  that  good 
things  are  still  coming  for  Student 
Government  and  JJC  as  a  whole. 

“I  feel  that  everybody  wants 
to  make  a  difference  here  at  our 
school.” 

As  the  semester  continues. 
Student  Government  can  begin 
to  really  dig  in  to  their  positions 
and  start  pushing  forward.  Once 
recruitment  and  organization 
happen,  the  real  work  can  begin. 

Things  had  a  hard  time  getting 


off  the  ground  last  semester, 
which  the  members  hope  changes 
this  time  around. 

“People  didn't  really  know 
what  we  were,”  said  Diaz.  “We 
want  every  student  to  know  that 
they  can  come  in  here.  They  can 
voice  their  concerns,  they  can 


voice  their  issues.  We’re  not 
pushing  anybody  away. 

Student  Government  meets 
every  Thursday  at  3  p.m.  in  room 
A- 1002.  The  meeting  are  open  to 
any  student  interested  in  learning 
more. 


A  brainstorming  session  during  the  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 
Student  Govt,  meeting  on  Sep.  14 


News 

Welcome  Week 


Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 

Students  line  up  to  build  a  wolf  during  Welcome  Week. 
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Disorderly  Conduct 

JJC  student,  Ernest  E.  Tabe 
of  Joliet,  has  been  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct  for  making 
“disturbing  statements”  toward 
an  instructor  in  C2007. 


According  to  JJC  police,  the 
student  stated,  “If  I  am  denied 
the  education  I  am  seeking, 
someone  is  going  to  die.” 

The  student  was  issued 
a  Student  Code  and  a  $50 


Stress  Relief  coming  to  JJC 


By  Madeline  Wheaton 

Production  Manager 


Stress  Relief  Week  is 
coming!  Hosted  by  the  Student 
Government,  many  students  look 
forward  to  this  week  because 
it  is  a  great  time  to  take  a  break 
from  studying  for  midterms.  The 
week  is  full  of  many  activities 
that  allow  students  to  relax  and 
release  any  built  up  stress. 

Student  Government  President 
Eric  Diaz  is  excited  about  the 
event  that  is  happening  in  a  few 
weeks.  Although  not  every  day 
is  planned  out  completely  Diaz 
talked  about  a  few  of  the  plans  that 
he  and  other  members  of  Student 


Government  have  planned. 

On  the  Monday  of  Stress  Relief 
Week,  the  student  government  is 
providing  masseuses  for  students. 
People  are  able  to  relax  and  forget 
about  all  the  stress  built  up  so  far 
this  semester. 

The  Tuesday  of  Stress  Relief 
Week  is  being  called  “Trash  it 
Tuesday.” 

“We  are  going  to  have  a  vehicle 
in  front  of  the  picnic  groove  and 
people  get  to  release  some  stress 
and  hit  it  with  either  a  sledge 
hammer  or  a  bat,”  said  Diaz. 

This  popular  event  draws 
students  because  of  the 
effectiveness  it  brings  in  relieving 
stress. 

The  fourth  day  of  the  week  is 
being  called  “Nerf  or  Nothing” 


which  will  consist  of  a  nerf  battles 
between  teams  and  individuals. 
This  is  a  popular  event  that 
has  been  held  in  the  past  and 
tends  to  draw  many  players  and 
spectators. 

Diaz  however  hopes  with 
many  of  the  new  members  of 
the  Student  Government  that  this 
year’s  Nerf  War  will  be  a  little 
different. 

“We  are  trying  to  make  it 
bigger  this  semester,”  said  Diaz. 
“I  know  we  have  been  doing  it 
before  but  we  want  to  see  how 
with  some  new  faces  and  new 
minds  and  new  input  we  can  be 
successful.” 

Keep  an  eye  out  for  these  events 
and  more  coming  up  around  JJC. 


Spring  of  2017  Nerf  War.  Photo  by  Leonna  Toodle 


Auto  club  gives  students  real-life  experiences 


by  becca  Dvorak 

Copy  Editor 

One  of  the  numerous  clubs 
accessible  at  JJC  is  the  successful 
and  well-known  Automotive 
Association  Service. 

The  AAS  offers  many 
situations  where  students 
will  learn  and  experience  the 
conditions  everyday  mechanics 
go  through.  With  truck  vendors, 
truck  service  recruiters  and 
grade-A  universities  to  transfer 
to,  this  club  offers  students  great 


criteria  for  future  resumes. 

Josh  Graf,  assistant  professor 
of  automotives  at  JJC,  was 
very  helpful  at  explaining  and 
describing  what  all  actually  goes 
down  in  the  shop. 

Voted  one  of  the  premier 
automotive  training  programs  in 
the  country,  the  AAS  employees 
work  hands  on  with  the  students 
to  guarantee  that  you  are  fully 
obtaining  the  information  being 
given.  But  the  employees  are 
not  the  only  ones  ensuring  your 
success. 

Ford,  General  Motors  and 
other  smaller  companies  offer 


supplies,  tools  and  discounts  to 
help  enhance  the  students’  hands 
on  experience. 

The  AAS  also  partner  with 
Darcy  Hyundai  and  Hyundai 
Motor  America. 

The  club  puts  together  a 
team  including  a  president,  vice 
president,  and  a  treasurer  to  attend 
CCC  meetings.  They  also  include 
help  for  students  formatting 
resumes  for  job  interviews  and 
assist  students  transferring  to  four 
year  colleges. 

Two  of  the  major  universities 
in  correlations  with  JJC  are 
Southern  Illinois  University  and 


Ferris  State  University.  Students 
participating  in  the  actual 
program  can  transfer  as  a  junior 
to  these  schools  or  other  four  year 
colleges. 

But  clubs  are  not  meant  to  just 
be  all  work,  no  play.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  the  club  holds  team 
building  exercises.  In  the  past 
these  exercises  have  included  a 
car  show,  go-carting  and  even 
paint  ball  tournaments. 

Community  service  is  also 
offered  to  help  improve  your 
college  transcripts.  Don’t  panic 
though.  It  simply  consists  of  the 
car  care  events  the  department 


holds  in  November  and  March  to 
help  protect  and  reenergize  your 
car  for  our  dreadful  winters. 

Community  service  does  not 
mean  toilet  cleaning  if  that’s  what 
you  were  thinking. 

The  club  meets  one  Monday 
and  Wednesday  from  12:10 
to  12:50  in  the  automotive 
department  located  in  C-Building. 

If  you  are  interested  in  having 
experience  with  vehicles  without 
ticking  your  mom  off  by  changing 
your  major,  then  the  AAS  club  is 
a  solid  option. 


The  outside  of  the  automotive  services  at  C-Building. 
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Local  artists  showcased  at  JJC  gallery 


byadamtumino 

Co-Editor 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art 
Gallery  here  at  JJC  is  currently 
holding  an  exhibit  featuring  the 
work  of  two  local  artists. 

The  exhibit,  titled  “From 
Here-  Desde  Aqui,”  began  on 
Sep.  11  and  will  be  on  display 
through  Oct.  16. 

The  artists  who  contributed 
to  this  gallery  are  Pedro  Javier 
Palacios  and  Rodrigo  Montoya 
Ortiz.  Their  work  is  in  a  variety 
of  media,  from  paintings  to 
sculptures  and  digital  prints. 
All  of  the  pieces  are  meant  to 
represent  the  artists’  Mexican 
heritage. 

Professor  Kathleen  Enright 
brings  her  art  classes  to  the 
gallery  to  see  new  exhibits. 

“I  love  the  colors.  I  love  all 
the  design,”  she  said.  She  also 
appreciated  the  range  of  pieces. 

“From  paintings,  to  sculptures, 
to  digital  prints.  They’re  from  all 
types  of  art.” 

One  of  Enright’s  students, 
Curtis  Groesbeck,  appreciated 
the  exhibit  and  found  inspiration 
in  one  of  the  pieces  in  particular 
from  Montoya  Ortiz. 

The  piece  was  an  attempted 
self-portrait  that  went  wrong,  and 
Montoya  Ortiz  simply  covered 


up  the  face  with  different  designs 
and  shapes  and  created  something 
new  out  of  his  mistake. 

“As  one  of  the  art  students,  I 
suck  at  recreating  my  own  face  or 
other  people’s  faces,”  he  said. 

“This  gives  me  hope  that  if  I 
make  a  failure,  I  can  still  make 
something  better  out  of  it.  Even 
if  I  screw  up  the  face  I  can  make 
designs  out  of  it  to  really  bring  in 
the  appeal.” 

Some  of  the  other  eye-catching 
pieces  on  display  were  a  collection 
of  spray  paint  bottles  that  were 
painted  to  look  like  ornate 
candles,  a  creative  alteration  of 
the  Mona  Lisa  and  a  couple  of 
three  dimensional  pieces  made 
out  of  wood  and  canvas. 

In  addition  to  the  art  exhibits, 
there  is  occasionally  music  being 
played  from  a  harpsichord  in  the 
comer  of  the  room,  as  was  the 
case  when  Enright’s  class  was 
present. 

Later  this  fall,  the  gallery  will 
be  showing  another  new  exhibit 
featuring  work  by  students  from 
area  high  schools.  It  will  run 
from  Nov.  6  through  Dec.  8,  with 
a  slight  break  in  the  middle  for 
Thanksgiving. 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery 
is  located  on  the  first  floor  of 
J-Building  in  J-1004,  and  is  open 
every  weekday  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
8:00  p.m. 


Art  students  at  the  gallery. 
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Harry  Dean  Stanton 

Iconic  character  actor  dies  at  91 


Byadamtumino 

Co-Editor 

He  had  a  name  known  by  few 
but  a  face  known  by  many. 

Harry  Dean  Stanton,  iconic 
character  actor  and  Hollywood 
legend,  died  on  Sep.  15,  2017,  at 
the  age  of  91. 

Stanton  was  hardly  a  household 
name,  but  he  was  far  from  an 
unknown. 

He  accrued  nearly  200  acting 
credits  during  a  career  that 
spanned  63  years.  Along  the 
way,  he  appeared  in  some  of  the 
most  well  known  movies  in  film 
history. 

He  mostly  populated  television 
shows  and  Westerns,  in  small 
roles,  during  the  first  decade  of 
his  career,  including  an  uncredited 
role  in  the  John  Wayne  and  James 
Stewart  classic  “How  the  West 


Was  Won.” 

He  also  appeared  in  two 
monumental  movies  in  1967, 
getting  screen  time  in  “In  the 
Heat  of  the  Night”  as  a  police 
officer  and  “Cool  Hand  Luke”  as 
a  guitar  strumming  prisoner. 

Stanton  was  sought  after 
by  some  of  Hollywood’s  most 
well  known  filmmakers  across 
multiple  eras. 

He  was  directed  by  the  likes 
of  John  Ford,  Francis  Ford 
Coppola,  John  Hughes,  Ridley 
Scott,  Martin  Scorsese  and  Frank 
Darabont. 

Stanton  is  perhaps  known  to 
contemporary  audiences  for  a 
small  role  as  a  security  guard  in 
“The  Avengers.” 

He  did  take  a  few  turns  as  the 
topped  billed  actor,  including  in 
the  critically  acclaimed  1984  film 
“Paris,  Texas.” 


But  he  did  not  need  to  be 
in  the  foreground  to  make  an 
impression. 

Even  the  famous  movie  critic 
Roger  Ebert  had  a  “rule"  about 
Stanton,  once  writing  that  “no 
movie  featuring  Harry  Dean 
Stanton  in  a  supporting  role  can 
be  altogether  bad." 

Of  course  most  actors 
occasionally  find  themselves 
in  less-than-stellar  movies,  and 
Stanton  was  not  an  exception. 

But  overall,  his  choice  of 
work  was  mostly  excellent.  Even 
Marlon  Brando  made  some  bad 
movies. 

Some  actors  have  built  such  an 
outstanding  career  that  we  forget 
the  misfires. 

There  are  not  many  supporting 
actors  who  become  stars  of  their 
own,  without  receiving  more 
starring  roles. 


His  death  was  mourned  by  the 
U.S.  Navy,  where  Stanton  served 
as  a  cook  during  World  War  II. 


He  will  also  be  remembered  by 
his  colleagues  and  by  moviegoers 
everywhere. 


Harry  Dean  Stanton  *  Photo  courtesy  of  Wikimedia  Commons 


You  Belong  Here. 

You’ll  find  a  warm  welcome  and  a  friendly  community 
at  Elmhurst  College.  More  than  500  students  transfer 
to  Elmhurst  every  year,  so  we  understand  your 
needs— and  we’re  committed  to  helping  you  reach 
your  full  potential. 


OPEN  HOUSES 
October  14  &  November  11 
Check-in  and  scheduled  events  begin 
at  8:30  a.m. 

Meet  faculty  and  students,  learn  about 
admission  and  scholarships,  and  explore 
the  campus! 


RSVP  at  elmhurst.edu/openhouse 


Money  and  Forbes  magazines  rank  Elmhurst  among 
the  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all  transfer 
students  receive  scholarship  support. 


ELMHURST  IS  COMING  TO 
JOLIET  JUNIOR  COLLEGE! 
October  18 

10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

D  Concourse 


W 

Elmhurst 

College 


Office  of  Admission  |  admit@elmhurst.edu  |  (630)617-3400  |  elmhurst.edu/transfer 
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'It'  becomes  another  Stephen  King  horror  hit 


by  jarek  Martinez 

Online  Editor 

“IT’  horrifies  audiences  with  a 
story  about  growing  up 

“IT’  is  not  one  of  the  best 
horror  films  this  year. 

Instead,  the  film  is  possibly 
one  of  the  best  films  of  the  last 
decade. 

A  slice-of-life  movie  with  both 


tension  and  scares,  “IT”  is  able  to 
capitalize  on  the  genre  while  also 
avoiding  some  of  the  trappings  it 
has  been  known  for. 

“IT’  tells  the  legend  of  a 
murderous  clown  that  feeds  on 
children  every  27  years  in  a  small 
town,  but  this  time  the  monster 
faces  off  with  a  group  of  kids  that 
must  come  together  to  kill  it  once 
and  for  all. 


There  are  three  things  that 
could  have  made  this  film  a  flop 
from  the  get-go. 

Child  actors  performing  a 
majority  of  the  film,  adapting 
Stephen  King’s  source  material 
properly,  and  avoiding  any 
unpleasant  subject  matter. 

The  third  problem  was  solved 
by  rating  this  film  an  R.  However, 
this  did  not  force  the  film  to  create 


a  mindless  gore  fest. 

Everything  had  a  point. 

With  an  unrestrained  sense  of 
realism,  “IT’  explored  how  some 
children  deal  with  situations  that 
are  either  completely  out  of  their 
control,  or  bring  themselves  to 
face  adulthood  at  an  early  age. 

Each  topic  ranged  from  child 
sexual  abuse,  racism,  and  trauma. 

To  the  film’s  credit,  the 
way  they  handle  each  of  these 
topics  throughout  the  plot  felt 
appropriate,  familiar  and  likely 
more  nuanced  thanks  to  the 
fantastic  performances. 

Many  of  these  child  actors  are 
making  their  debut  appearance  in 
movies. 

Yet,  they  pulled  off  each  of 
their  character’s  personalities 
with  heaps  of  laughs,  likability 
and  perspectives. 

I  say  perspectives  because 
much  of  what  we  see  them  do 
or  how  they  react  really  does 
feel  like  looking  into  the  lens  of 
a  child’s  world,  one  that  is  full 
of  vulgarity,  complications  and 
understandings. 

As  a  result,  the  film’s 
protagonists  are  so  likeable,  that 
the  antagonist  becomes  just  as 
threatening  and  monstrous. 

Bill  Skarsgard  may  have 
taken  where  Tim  Curry’s 
original  Pennywise  the  Clown 
performance  left  off,  but  is  able  to 
bring  a  delightful  but  dangerous 
clown  with  more  grit. 


Photo  courtesy  ofdenofgeek.com 


Although  the  origin  of  the 
clown  is  left  mysterious,  I  feel 
this  version  was  able  to  create  a 
more  metaphorical  situation  of 
children  having  to  face  their  fears. 

However,  many  of  these 
confrontations  between  the  kids 
and  the  clown  are  absolutely 
nightmarish,  and  the  use  of 
practical  and  CGI  effects  were 
balanced  incredibly  well. 

If  there  is  one  thing  to  gripe 
about  the  film,  is  that  although 
much  of  the  plot  revolves  around 
seven  kids,  the  rest  of  the  cast 
of  secondary  characters  are 
underdeveloped. 

In  fact,  some  of  the  side  plots 
of  the  main  group  are  even 
lacking  screen  time,  which  kind 
of  boils  down  to  four  or  five  with 
complete  story  arcs  as  a  result. 

And  even  as  excellently 
directed  as  these  “Nightmare  on 
Elm  Street”  scenarios  are,  they 
kind  of  took  away  much  of  the 
tension  since  logically  Pennywise 
could  take  these  children  out  a  lot 
faster  this  way. 

In  fact,  his  mysterious  origins 
and  nearly  omnipotent  powers 
make  it  hard  to  understand  why 
he’s  taking  this  much  time  feeding 
on  children. 

Other  than  these  minor 
annoyances,  the  film  is  able  to 
make  someone  laugh,  cry  and 
fear  so  much  in  a  single  scene 
than  most  generic  jump-scare 
fests  of  the  last  decade. 


Photo  courtesy  ofxbox.com 

'Destiny  2'  improves  upon  original  game 


By  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Ever  since  the  release  of 
Destiny  2,  my  friends  and  I  have 
wanted  to  play  only  that  together. 

The  game  is  truly  gorgeous. 
There  are  few  instances  in  my 
gaming  history  where  I’ve 
been  reminded  that  what  I  am 
playing  is  art.  Every  minute  I 
play  of  Destiny  2  is  a  constant 
reminder  of  the  countless  hours 
spent  developing,  drawing,  and 
designing  it. 

While  playing  the  main 
storyline,  there  were  so  many 
instances  where  I  stood  around 
to  gawk  in  awe  at  the  landscape, 
the  backgrounds,  everything. 
Many  screenshots  were  taken  of 


memorable,  beautiful  moments. 

The  plot  is  engaging.  From  the 
moment  I  began  the  storyline, 
I  didn’t  want  to  stop  playing. 
I  would  start  around  3  in  the 
afternoon,  and  suddenly  it  was 
10.  The  first  installment.  Destiny, 
failed  in  this  aspect. 

It  took  3  years  for  Bungie  to  put 
together  a  storyline  that  wasn’t 
hidden  in  entries  around  the  map. 
They  got  it  right  with  Destiny  2 
straight  off  the  bat.  When  I  finally 
completed  it,  I  felt  like  something 
was  actually  finished. 

The  characters  in  the  story  are 
great.  Cayde-6  (the  hunter)  is  my 
personal  favorite  as  the  comedy 
relief  (also  perfectly  voice  acted), 
and  Zavla  (the  titan)  and  Ikora 
(the  warlock)  also  had  defined, 
interesting  personalities  that 


came  across  well.  The  characters 
felt  like  real  people,  rather  than 
typical  boring  NPCs. 

Every  time  I  go  into  combat,  I 
feel  like  a  genuine  renegade.  I’m 
blowing  enemies  up  left  and  right, 
hovering  and  jumping  out  of  the 
way  of  trouble,  doing  superhero- 
like  things  we  all  dream  of  doing. 

Now,  for  the  more  serious 
portion.  Destiny  2  is  a  grindfest. 
You  do  mission  after  mission  and 
public  event  after  public  event  to 
get  the  small  chance  to  minorly 
level  up  your  gear.  That’s  what 
this  game  is  meant  to  be,  I  get  it. 

The  game  is  based  on  getting 
your  light  level  up  as  much  as 
possible,  simply  to  fight  harder 
enemies  and  do  harder  activities 
in  order  to  level  yourself  up 
more.  Yeah,  it’s  fun.  But,  it  can 


get  tedious  at  times.  Again,  I 
recognize  this  is  the  point  of  the 
game. 

However,  at  the  moment 
there  is  very  little  variety  to 
the  missions,  strikes,  and  pub 
events  you  can  do.  This  will 
eventually  be  corrected,  I  hope. 
Those  of  us  who  played  Destiny 
know  the  frustration  of  having 
events  removed  from  the  game 
permanently. 

I’m  currently  a  light  level  253, 
and  it’s  starting  to  get  a  little 
boring.  The  release  of  the  raid  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  13  is  new  and 
exciting.  But  the  recommended 
level  to  even  attempt  it  is  270/280. 

Not  to  mention  the  rarity  tiers 
and  their  level  functionality. 
World  drops  stop  leveling  at  265 
altogether.  Past  this,  you  need  to 


rely  on  exotic  items  (the  rarest 
and  most  difficult  to  get)  and 
put  specific  effort  into  leveling 
certain  items. 

So,  it  takes  dedication  and 
patience  to  level  up  in  Destiny 
2.  That’s  not  exactly  a  problem, 
it  could  just  be  very  frustrating 
and  time  consuming  for  the  more 
casual  gamers. 

It’s  also  frustrating  for 
impatient  people  like  me,  but,  it’s 
not  exactly  a  negative. 

I  am  excited  for  the  future 
of  Destiny  2.  So  far  I’ve  had  a 
very  enjoyable  time  with  it  and 
its  almost  entirely  open  world. 
It’s  starting  to  get  boring  after  a 
couple  weeks,  but  it  should  pick 
up  again  soon. 

All  in  all,  I’d  rate  it  an  8.4  out 
of  10. 
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Admit  it:  The  'Star  Wars'  prequels  are  good 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 

Co-Editor 

Now  that  we  are  two 
movies  into  Disney’s  stunning 
revitalization  of  the  Star  Wars 
franchise  it  seems  enough  time 
has  passed  that  we  can  now 
honestly  discuss  the  prequel 
trilogy. 

An  honest  discussion  about 
the  prequels  does  not  necessarily 
mean  to  bash  them,  which  has 
been  what  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  conversations  about 
the  films  have  been  over  the  last 
1 8  years. 

But  the  problem  with  the 
prequels  isn’t  the  movies 
themselves.  It’s  the  fans. 

Star  Wars  fans  take  these 
movies  too  solemnly.  I  love  Star 
Wars,  but  these  are  not  serious 
movies.  “A  New  Hope”  is  not 
“Schindler’s  List.” 

People’s  disdain  for  the 
prequels  was  bom  out  of  their 
love  for  the  originals,  but 
comparing  the  two  trilogies  is 
pointless. 

Fans  criticized  that  the 
characters  in  the  prequels  were 
simple  archetypes,  but  ignore 
the  fact  that  the  characters  in  the 
originals  were  far  from  original 
themselves.  They  are  character 


tropes  as  old  as  time. 

There  is  the  reluctant  young 
hero  who  discovers  he  has  a 
special  ability,  a  mercenary 
with  a  heart  of  gold,  the  masked 
villain  and  the  goofy  comic- 
relief  androids.  The  characters 
had  unique  appearances  and 
names,  but  were  basically  the 
cookie  cutters. 

And  the  character  development 
nor  the  dialogue  is  where  Star 
Wars  shines.  Any  movie  that 
includes  the  phrase  “it’s  the  ship 
that  made  the  Kessel  Run  in  less 
than  12  parsecs”  is  not  a  movie 
that  relies  on  dialogue. 

They  are  full-blooded 
adventure  and  exploration 
movies.  They  show  us  exotic 
new  worlds  and  grotesque  alien 
creatures,  without  taking  the 
time  to  address  how  ridiculous  it 
all  is. 

That  would  ruin  the  fun. 

And  that  is  what  the  prequels 
set  out  to  find;  the  fun. 

“The  Phantom  Menace”  is  far 
from  perfect,  but  it  follows  the 
Star  Wars  tradition  of  finding 
new  worlds  and  new  creatures. 
There  is  the  exhilarating  pod- 
race,  the  city  of  Theed  sitting 
atop  giant  waterfalls  and  canals, 
resembling  an  intergalactic 
Venice. 

The  sinister  Darth  Maul 


and  his  iconic  lightsaber  make 
an  appearance.  And,  I  know, 
everyone  hates  Jar  Jar  Binks.  But 
why?  Because  he  made  a  joke  out 
of  your  favorite  space  movie? 

Jar  Jar  Binks  was  not  made 
to  appeal  to  old  fans  who  have 
already  been  brought  into  the 
Star  Wars  world.  He  was  there  to 
recruit  kids  and  new  fans.  When  I 
was  a  kid,  I  loved  Jar  Jar. 

And  now  that  I’m  an  adult,  I’m 
not  so  cynical  and  serious  that  I 
hate  the  poor  guy. 

“Attack  of  the  Clones”  is 
inarguably  mediocre,  but  far 
from  boring.  It  shows  us  a  chase 
through  the  towering  buildings 


in  the  planet  Coruscant  and  a 
gladiator  battle  in  a  vast  arena, 
where  hundreds  of  Jedi  cut 
through  battle  droids  like  butter. 

It  was  definitely  hampered  by 
the  poorly  written  love  scenes 
between  Anakin  and  Padme, 
who  had  the  romantic  chemistry 
of  seas  slugs,  but  these  don’t 
render  it  unwatchable.  That’s 
what  fast-forwarding  is  for. 

The  final  entry  into  the 
second  trilogy,  “Revenge  of  the 
Sith,”  is  an  excellent  movie. 
By  far  the  darkest  of  all  the 
Star  Wars  films,  it  is  a  visual 
masterpiece. 

The  wheezy  General 


Grievous  with  his  four  arms 
steals  the  show,  and  the  scene 
where  the  Jedi  are  betrayed 
and  massacred  is  heartbreaking 
and  a  very  important  in  the  Star 
Wars  filmography. 

Not  to  forget  the  climactic 
lightsaber  battle  on  a  planet  of 
lava,  which  is  as  exciting  as  any 
action  scene  ever  filmed. 

So  relax.  Star  Wars  is  not 
perfect  nor  serious.  Suspend 
your  disbelief  and  enjoy  the 
fun.  Did  I  mention  that  there  is 
no  sound  in  space?  Yeah,  if  Star 
Wars  was  serious,  it  would  be  a 
silent  film. 


The  'Rumors'  are  true:  New  play  coming  to  JJC 


BY  BECCA  DVORAK 

Copy  Editor 

JJC  has  put  on  many  plays 
over  the  years,  but  “Rumors” 
possibly  has  the  best  on  and  off 
set  chemistry  of  all. 

The  cast  seems  to  be  very 
comfortable  functioning  long 
hours  with  each  other.  Putting  in 
100  hours  a  week,  not  including 
learning  the  script  off  set,  the 
actors  and  actresses  have  worked 
hard  to  give  their  audience  a  true 
Broadway  experience. 

Of  course,  one  would  have  to 
know  the  details  of  the  play  to 
understand  the  commitment  and 
amount  of  effort  that  goes  forth 
to  bring  together  this  amazing 
production. 

“Rumors,”  originally  written 
in  1988,  takes  place  on  a  farce  set 
and  tells  the  story  of  Myra  and 
Charlie  Brock’s  10  anniversary 
party  gone  awry. 

Yes,  the  play  takes  place  in  the 
80s.  And  yes,  it’s  been  updated  so 
you  understand  references.  With 
Myra  missing  and  Charlie  dead 
due  to  a  shot  to  the  head,  it’s  up 
to  the  rest  of  the  guests  to  find  out 
the  truth  of  the  crime. 

That  is  easier  said  than  done, 
especially  when  the  guests  tell 
lies  and  gossip  to  help  protect 
Charlie. 

The  screenplay  consists  of 
chase  scenes,  comedy,  mystery 
and  a  sense  of  discomfort  from 
the  unique  plot.  The  original  play, 
written  by  the  legendary  Neil 
Simon,  was  under  construction 
during  his  divorce,  leaving  a 


Photo  by  Becca  Dvorak 


The  cast  of  “Rumors. 
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feeling  of  awkwardness  and 
discomfort  from  some  of  the 
scenes. 

The  uneasiness  has  no  effect 
on  how  the  cast  performs 
together  thankfully. 

“I  think  we  do  all  enjoy  being 
here,”  Grace  Cooney  said  when 


asked  if  they  truly  appreciated 
performing  together. 

The  play’s  director,  Tammy 
Perkins,  was  generous  enough  to 
share  her  views  on  theater  and 
explained  how  it  gives  students 
the  chance  to  escape  reality  and 
be  another  person. 


Her  love  for  theater  really 
showed  how  devoted  she  is  to 
this  performance. 

“This  is  where  I  fit  in,” 
Perkins  said. 

The  crew  is  responsible  for 
their  own  hair  and  makeup,  so 
credit  is  due  since  none  of  them 


is  actually  from  the  80s. 

The  play  kicks  off  on  Oct.  5, 
running  through  Oct.  8  with  the 
curtain  going  up  at  7:30  p.m.  with 
a  2:00  p.m.  showing  also  on  the 
8.  “Rumors”  is  strongly  advised 
as  a  must  see. 


Hits 


Misses 
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Summer  movie  hits  and  misses 

ByADAMTUMINO 


The  fifth,  and  unfortunately  not 
the  last,  of  director  Michael  Bay’s 
“Transformers”  series,  this  entry 
added  another  brainless  chapter 
to  the  ear-splitting,  eye-gauging 
franchise. 

The  first  entry  in  the  series, 
now  a  decade  old,  was  enjoyable 
and  sometimes  delightful.  But  the 
rest  of  the  series  is  a  jumbled  mess 
of  explosions  and  robots  talking 
in  curiously  ethnic  accents. 

This  migraine  inducing  slugfest 
still  managed  to  take  advantage  of 
its  built-in  market,  becoming  the 
10th  highest-grossing  movie  of 
the  summer. 

With  more  “Transformers” 
movies  on  the  way,  perhaps  fans 
will  grow  tired  of  this  tiresome 
viewing  experience. 


This  movie  boasted  star  power 
both  on  and  off  screen.  Based 
on  the  book  by  the  legendary 
Stephen  King  and  starring 
heavyweights  Idris  Elba  and 
Matthew  McConaughey,  this 
film  was  disappointingly  dead  on 
arrival. 

It  failed  to  service  fans  of  the 
original  books  and  newcomers 
alike,  resulting  is  poor  sales  and 
harsh  reviews. 

Some  books  are  just  not 
adaptable.  And  adapting  popular 
material  is  always  a  creative  risk 
for  filmmakers. 

Luckily  for  King,  "IT" 
followed  the  tradition  of  his 
previous  horror  hits,  being 
released  in  early  September  to 
critical  and  commercial  success. 


This  animated  film  was  a 
creative  and  narrative  wasteland, 
and  not  even  the  stellar  voice  cast 
could  save  it  from  the  disdain  of 
mainstream  critics. 

The  talents  of  T.J.  Miller,  Anna 
Faris  and  Sir  Patrick  Stewart  were 
completely  wasted. 

Unfortunately,  this  movie 
proved  once  again  that  studios 
do  not  need  to  make  movies  for 
children  that  are  also  good. 

It  was  a  hit  in  the  box  office 
despite  the  negative  reviews, 
causing  children  and  their  likely 
miserable  parents  to  waste  86 
minutes  of  their  lives  with  nothing 
to  show  for  it  except  a  few  dead 
brain  cells.  Children  deserve 
better  than  this 

All  photos  courtesy  oflMDB 


Emoji  Movie 


10%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 


Another  blockbuster  smash 
from  acclaimed  filmmaker 
Christopher  Nolan,  “Dunkirk” 
tells  the  story  of  the  mass 
evacuation  of  thousands  of  allied 
soldiers  from  the  beaches  at 
Dunkirk,  France. 

A  visual  spectacle,  the  film  also 
garnered  praise  for  its  visceral 
emotions  and  strong  ensemble 
cast,  with  big  names  such  as  Tom 
Hardy,  Mark  Rylance  and  Kenneth 
Branagh  receiving  billing. 

“Dunkirk”  was  considered 
by  some  to  be  the  best  film  to 
bear  Nolan’s  name,  and  this  is 
the  man  who  made  “Inception,” 
“Interstellar"  and  the  new  Batman 
films. 

The  movie  was  also  praised  for 
remaining  mostly  true  to  its  source 
material.  Historical  accuracy  is 
tricky  in  film,  but  some  stories  are 
simply  made  for  Hollywood. 

This  tale  of  heroism  and 
bravery  in  the  face  of  danger 
needed  no  embellishment 


Transformers 

15%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 

Dark  Tower 

16%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 

The  Mummy 

16%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 


office  draw  are  coming  to  an  end. 
His  latest  release,  “The  Mummy” 
failed  to  resonate  with  audiences 
as  a  summer  blockbuster. 

Part  of  its  failure  was  a 
deviation  from  the  roots  of  the 
franchise,  perhaps  causing  fans  to 
lose  interest. 

Cruise  has  proven  that  he  is  still 
a  viable  star,  with  his  “Mission 
Impossible”  movies  being 
popular. 

But  audiences  tire  of  special 
effect  filled,  cookie  cutter  action 
thrillers. 

Even  the  presence  of  Oscar 
winner  Russell  Crowe  and  rising 
star  Sofia  Boutella  could  not  save 
this  movie  from  its  inevitable 
unraveling. 
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The  Big  Sick 

98%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 

Dunkirk 

93%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 

Logan  Lucky 

93%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 

Wonder 

Woman 

93%  on  Rotten 
Tomatos 


LUUfliW  LUbtl  / 


Steven  Soderbergh  came  out  of 
a  brief  retirement  to  make  “Logan 
Lucky,”  a  heist  film  about  a  pair 
of  bumbling  brothers  who  plan  to 
rob  a  raceway. 

The  film  was  praised  for  never 
taking  itself  too  seriously.  A 
stellar  ensemble  cast  also  helped 
bring  the  film  to  life. 

Charming  Tatum  and  Adam 
Driver  star  as  the  brothers,  and 
are  surrounded  by  the  likes  of 
Katie  Holmes,  Seth  MacFarlane 
and  Hilary  Swank. 

Daniel  Craig  appears  as  a 
bleach-blonde  bomb  expert, 
straying  far  from  his  brooding 
007  persona. 

It  is  refreshing  to  see  an  actor 
like  Craig  stretch  his  limits.  As 
one  of  the  greatest  stars  in  the 
action  genre,  a  humorous  turn  is 
long  overdue. 

Time  will  tell  if  the  success 
will  keep  Soderbergh  out  of 
retirement  for  good. 


This  romantic  comedy  had  the 
highest  Rotten  Tomatoes  rating 
of  all  of  the  summer  movies 
released  in  2017.  It’s  98%  rating 
also  places  it  among  the  highest 
rated  movies  in  the  website’s 
history. 

Co-written  by  the  star  Kumial 
Nanjiani  and  his  wife  Emily  V. 
Gordon,  the  film  tells  the  story'  of 
the  couple’s  real-life  relationship. 

Nanjiani,  playing  a  semi- 
fictionalized  version  of  himself, 
is  a  struggling  comedian  who 
is  juggling  a  relationship  with 
Emily  (Zoe  Kazan)  and  meeting 
arranged  marriage  candidates 
picked  by  his  parents. 

When  Emily  falls  ill  and  is 
put  in  a  medically  induced  coma, 
Nanjiani’  character  bonds  with 
her  parents  at  the  hospital.  The 
movie  was  praised  by  critics 
and  audiences  for  its  emotional 
appeal,  strong  performances  and 
palpable  chemistry  between  the 
lead  couple. 


This  film  was  notable  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  The  lead 
performance  by  Gal  Gadot  was 
impressive  enough  to  please 
audiences  and  critics  alike. 

It  was  also  the  highest-grossing 
movie  ever  to  have  been  directed 
by  a  woman,  with  Patty  Jenkins 
assuming  the  role. 

The  DC  product  also  held 
its  own  against  rival  Marvel’s 
blockbusters  “Guardians  of  the 
Galaxy  Vol.  2”  and  “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming,”  finishing  just 
barely  behind  those  two  films  in 
the  summer  box  office. 

The  film  was  released  amidst 
some  minor  controversy,  as 
several  men’s  groups  threatened 
to  boycott  the  film. 

But  this  did  not  seem  to 
have  an  impact  on  ticket  sales. 
Moviegoers  like  diversity.  And 
“Wonder  Woman”  serves  it  up 
without  apoligizing  or  pandering 
to  its  audience. 
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JJC's  Morgan  and  Moore  play  the  hits 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

There  are  very  few  people 
who  have  the  chance  to  play 
with  a  band  with  chart-topping 
success. 

Two  such  people  are  here  at 
JJC. 

Music  professors  Charles 
Morgan  and  Rich  Moore  have 
been  members  of  the  Chicago- 
based  band  The  Buckinghams 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Morgan  has  been  playing 
trombone  with  the  group  for 
about  19  years,  with  Moore  on 
saxophone  for  the  last  10  or  so 
years. 

Morgan  initially  got  into  the 
group  after  his  friend  Carlo 
Isabelli,  who  plays  trumpet  for 
The  Buckinghams  contacted 
him. 

“They  needed  a  trombone 
player  for  a  sub,”  said  Morgan. 
“He  called  me  up  and  they  liked 
what  they  heard.  Pretty  soon  I 
was  playing  in  the  band.” 

The  band  does  some  touring, 
mostly  sticking  to  the  Chicago 
area  and  surrounding  states, 
with  some  bigger  national  gigs 
as  well.  Morgan  has  played  two 
presidential  inaugurations  and 
Good  Morning  America. 

Moore  appreciates  the  variety 


of  the  gigs  The  Buckinghams 
play. 

"We  do  a  lot  of  different  kinds 
of  gigs,  being  in  a  well-respected, 
more  notorious  group,”  he  said. 

“The  treatment  is  kind  of 
different,”  he  added.  “It  kind  of 
makes  you  feel  like  somebody 
cool.  It’s  also  fun  to  play  with 
people  who  have  had  some 
historical  success  and  been  on  the 
charts.” 

Morgan  also  enjoyed  this 
dynamic. 

“That’s  what  they  do,”  he  said 
of  the  band.  “Their  whole  lives 
have  been  music.” 

The  Buckinghams  formed  in 
1966  in  Chicago,  and  soon  were 
recording  and  playing  around  the 
country. 

In  1967,  the  band’s  most 
successful  year,  they  had  five 
songs  appear  on  the  Billboard 
Top  40. 

Their  only  number  one  hit,  “It’s 
Kind  of  a  Drag”  was  released  in 
late  1 966,  but  didn’t  appear  on  the 
charts  until  early  the  next  year. 

Some  of  their  other  more 
notable  songs  were  “Hey  Baby 
(They’re  Playing  Our  Song)” 
and  a  cover  of  “Mercy,  Mercy, 
Mercy,”  which  was  written  by 
the  great  Joe  Zawinul  for  alto 
sax  legend  Julian  “Cannonball” 
Adderly. 

Moore  focuses  more  on  jazz, 


so  he  enjoys  playing  with  a  group 
that  played  in  a  jazz-influenced 
style.  He  also  recalls  the  first 
interaction  he  had  with  the  band. 

“I  went  up  to  the  leader,  Carl 
(Giammarese),”  Moore  said.  “I 
said,  ‘hey  man,  so  tell  me  how 
you  stole  Cannonball’s  tune.’  He 
told  me  all  about  it.  It  was  a  great 
story.” 

The  Buckinghams’  version 
reached  number  five  on  the  charts, 
making  it  their  only  other  top  five 
hit  after  “It’s  Kind  of  a  Drag.” 

“I’m  fortunate  to  be  a  part  of 
it,”  said  Morgan.  “It’s  a  lot  of  fun 
and  part  of  rock  and  roll  history.” 

Morgan  and  Moore  can  be 
seen  on  a  PBS  special  titled 


Moore  (right)  and  Morgan  (2nd 
from  right) 


“Cornerstones  of  Rock,”  which 
features  numerous  Chicago  area 
bands  who  achieved  success  in 
the  mid  to  late  1960s  and  airs 
occasionally. 

The  Buckinghams  still  play 
around  the  Midwest  more  than 


50  years  after  their  founding. 

The  success  of  JJC’s  music 
department  can  be  measured  by 
the  success  of  its  students.  But 
as  is  the  case  with  all  of  JJC’s 
departments,  the  faculty  have 
their  fair  share  of  success  as  well. 


'Rick  and  Morty'  season  3  has  success 


by  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Season  three  of  Rick  and 
Morty,  thus  far,  has  been 
absolutely  amazing. 

I  know  that  my  view  is  skewed 
because  I’m  a  long-time  fan,  but 
shut  up.  It’s  true. 

There  was  a  bit  of,  let’s  call  it 
discontent,  in  the  fan  base  over 
the  addition  of  female  writers. 

For  whatever  reason,  people 
were  concerned  that  they  would 
feminize  the  show  or  just  make  it 
worse. 

Yeah,  they  were  completely 
wrong  in  my  opinion. 

So  far,  this  season  has  been 
the  most  exciting,  violent  and 
well-told  yet.  Well,  most  of  it. 

In  the  very  first  episode  of 
the  season,  we  got  to  watch 
Rick  topple  an  entire  galactic 
government  and  witness  the 
inevitable  divorce  of  Jerry  and 
Beth. 

It  was  a  lot  for  one  episode,  but 
it  was  interesting  and  exciting. 

In  the  second  episode. 
Summer,  Morty  and  Rick  all 
went  to  an  alternate  Mad  Max-y 
dimension  and  things  got  weird. 

Morty  goes  on  a  murder 
rampage.  Summer  turns  into  a 
psychopath  and  yeah,  the  whole 
Smith  family  deals  with  the 
divorce  in  their  own  messed  up 
way. 

We  got  way  too  many  memes 
out  of  episode  three  with  that 
Pickle  Rick  nonsense,  but  it  was 
an  improvement  over  episode 
two. 


It  showed  Rick’s  inner  thoughts 
through  therapy  and  gave  further 
insight  into  the  dysfunctional 
family  dynamic  in  the  Smith 
family. 

In  episode  four,  more  of  Rick’s 
narcissism  comes  out  when  him 
and  Morty  work  together  with  a 
superhero  group  known  as  The 
Vindicators. 

Rick  actually  ends  up  turning 
into  a  supervillain  and  sets  up 
traps  for  the  heroes  while  he’s 
blitzed  drunk.  It  was  a  wild  ride, 
and  really  funny. 

Episode  five  was  essentially 
just  an  adventure  with  Rick  and 
Jerry  because  Morty  was  afraid 
Jerry  was  going  to  kill  himself. 
It  was  an  intriguing  episode  that 
again  delved  into  the  family 


dynamic  while  also  having  a  lot 
of  action  and  humor. 

Episode  six  was  just  freaking 
weird.  Rick  and  Morty  decide 
they  need  a  break  from  adventures 
after  having  no  control  after  their 
last  adventure.  It’s  the  first  time 
we  see  Rick  truly  break  down. 

They  both  end  up  removing 
the  toxicity  from  their  systems, 
which  completely  altered  their 
personalities.  It  ended  up  creating 
the  toxic  personality  versions  of 
them  both,  and  everything  just 
gets  turned  upside  down.  It’s 
beyond  weird,  but  amazing,  and 
I  can  only  tell  you  to  watch  the 
episode  to  understand. 

Episode  seven  was  probably  my 
favorite  yet.  The  writers  brought 
back  Evil  Morty  (a  different  one 


from  the  protagonist)  from  the 
first  season.  Seeing  him  rise 
to  power  and  watching  all  the 
other  Ricks  and  Mortys  from 
other  dimensions  interact  in  their 
weird  pseudo-society  was  great. 
It’s  a  very  dark,  very  serious 
episode,  and  it’s  great. 

Episode  eight  was  the  writer’s 
time  to  have  a  brief  break. 
As  a  mostly  centrist  Rick  and 
Morty  episode,  it  was  comedy 
gold.  However,  the  fourth- 
wall  breaks  and  nudging  at  the 
viewers  expense  felt  grating  and 
pandering  at  times. 

Of  all  the  episodes  in  this 
season  so  far.  I’d  watch  it  one 
more  time  before  moving  on. 

This  season  is  producing 
some  interesting  character 


Photos  courtesy  ofhulu.com 

development,  especially  with 
Rick  and  Morty  (shocker).  Morty 
has  been  slowly  transforming 
from  a  little  wuss  into  an  almost 
violent  family  protector. 

Every  episode  shows  his 
progression  a  bit  more,  and  I  can’t 
wait  to  see  where  the  writers  take 
him  in  the  future. 

Rick  has  been  developing  in 
the  opposite  fashion  of  Morty.  His 
more  sensitive,  family-oriented 
personality  has  been  coming  out. 

While  he  remains  very  hard  to 
read  psychologically,  what  the 
writers  have  done  with  cluing  the 
viewer  in  to  his  inner  workings 
has  been  very  exciting.  I  can’t 
wait  to  see  and  learn  more  in  the 
coming  episodes  and  seasons. 


Adam’s  Hot  Comer 
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Baseball  bringing  fun  back  to  sports 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 


Co-Editor 

The  reports  of  baseball’s  death 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

It  seems  not  that  long  ago  that 
football  was  far  and  away  the 
number  one  sport  in  America,  but 
that  time  is  coming  to  an  end. 

But  fear  not,  lovers  of  athletic 
competition.  Baseball  is  here  to 
take  its  place  at  the  top  of  the 
totem  pole  of  American  sports. 

Major  League  Baseball  is 
arguably  as  exciting  now  as  it  has 
ever  been,  including  during  the 
steroid  era. 

Today’s  MLB  is  fueled  by  a 
plethora  of  young  superstars,  as 
some  of  the  sport’s  most  popular 
and  talented  players  are  25  or 
under. 


Players  like  Mike  Trout,  Aaron 
Judge,  Kris  Bryant  and  Francisco 
Lindor  have  grabbed  the  spotlight, 
and  are  too  captivating  to  leave  it. 

These  young  stars,  and 
many  others  bring  much  more 
to  the  game  than  just  on-field 
accomplishments,  although  they 
have  many. 

Baseball  is  full  of  fun  and 
likeable  characters,  who  express 
their  unique  personalities  off  the 
field  as  well. 

With  the  NFL  and  NCAA 
putting  restrictions  on  player 
celebrations  and  conduct  during 
play,  the  MLB  seems  to  be  headed 
in  the  opposite  direction. 

Players  are  exhibiting  more 
flare  than  many  viewers  are 
used  to,  which  has  elicited  some 
backlash.  But  the  overwhelming 
response  has  been  positive. 

People  have  decided  that  they 
like  watching  athletes  have  fun. 
People  like  bat  flips  after  big 
homeruns  and  elaborate  dugout 
routines  after  scoring  plays. 

The  Los  Angeles  Dodgers  have 
involved  a  bubble  machine  in 
recent  years.  The  Chicago  Cubs 
hold  mock  interviews  in  the 
dugout,  where  bench  players  ask 
their  teammates  about  big  hits  or 
defensive  plays. 

The  previously  mentioned 
Lindor  even  cracked  a  big  smile 
during  a  recent  at  bat  as  the  pitch 
was  on  its  way  to  the  plate,  a  pitch 


he  hit  for  a  homerun. 

And  the  league  itself  has 
embraced  some  of  this  fun 
atmosphere.  The  well-received 
Players  Weekend  was  started  by 
the  league  to  allow  players  more 
creative  freedom. 

During  games  from  August  25- 
27,  players  around  the  league  had 
nicknames  printed  on  the  back  of 
special-made  jerseys. 

This  initiative  produced  some 
real  gems.  David  Freese  of  the 
Pirates  went  with  “Davehuman” 
for  his  nickname,  in  reference  to 
a  friend  of  his  who  has  a  dog  also 
named  Dave. 

The  Phillies’  Aaron  Altherr 
decided  on  a  Key  and  Peele 
reference,  with  “A-a-ron”  on  his 
back. 

And  Lindor  appropriately  went 
with  “Mr.  Smile.’’ 

There  was  also  some  self- 
deprication  going  on.  Kyle  Seager 
of  the  Seattle  Mariners  went  with 
“Corey’s  Brother.”  Corey  Seager 
plays  for  the  Dodgers,  and  is 
believed  by  many,  Kyle  included, 
to  be  the  better  of  the  two. 

Some  players  were  less 
creative,  going  with  simply  their 
initials.  A  few  exceedingly  boring 
players  went  with  just  their  last 
names,  either  due  to  a  lack  of 
creativity  or,  in  the  case  of  Jon 
Lester,  with  a  strange,  veiled 
stance  against  consumerism. 

It  is  definitely  promising  to  see 


a  major  sports  league  embrace 
the  unique  personalities  of  their 
athletes. 

During  the  All-Star  game  this 
season.  Nelson  Cruz  even  brought 
his  cell  phone  to  home  plate  to 
take  a  picture  with  veteran  umpire 
Joe  West.  Instead  of  punishing 
him  for  breaking  the  rules,  the 
MLB  marketed  it. 

A  number  of  baseball  players 
are  also  active  on  social  media, 
where  they  openly  discuss 
political  issues. 

The  Dodgers’  pitcher  Brandon 
McCarthy  is  as  entertaining  on 
Twitter  as  any  comedian  or  writer 
out  there.  But  he  also  doesn’t 
shy  away  from  controversial 
topics,  recently  tweeting  about 
the  white  nationalist  rallies  in 
Charlottesville  and  any  number 
of  presidential  controversies. 

Sean  Doolittle  of  the 
Washington  Nationals  is  also 
outspoken  on  social  media, 
voicing  his  displeasure  with 
political  policies  and  his  support 
for  immigrants  and  refugees. 

Both  of  these  athletes  make 
such  statements  without  any  type 
of  oversight  from  the  league  or 
teams,  unlike  several  NFL  players 
who  have  done  similar  things. 

Of  course,  McCarthy  and 
Doolittle  are  white,  whereas 
players  like  Colin  Kaepemick 
and  Michael  Bennett  are 
black.  But  this  is  a  whole  other 


conversation,  and  one  that  must 
be  had  frequently. 

But  the  shortcomings  of  other 
leagues  should  only  elevate  the 
success  of  baseball  in  promoting 
creative  freedom  and  expression. 

After  all,  baseball  is  a  game. 
And  games  are  supposed  to  be 
fun. 

Watching  baseball  is  more  fun 
for  the  viewer  if  they  can  see 
that  their  favorite  player  is  also 
enjoying  themselves. 

It  is  more  fun  for  kids  to  see 
the  athletes  they  look  up  to  have 
fun  and  be  able  to  express  their 
personalities  on  the  field. 

But  every  time  there  is  a 
discussion  about  fun  in  baseball, 
the  counter  argument  about 
respecting  the  game  always 
comes  up. 

Many  people  think  that  athletes 
should  take  the  game  more 
seriously. 

You  can  tell  an  argument  is 
flimsy  when  it  contradicts  itself 
in  less  than  five  words  by  saying 
“game”  and  “serious”  in  the  same 
sentence. 

Games  are,  by  definition,  fun. 
Shouldn’t  the  people  playing 
those  games  have  fun? 

Do  yourself  a  favor.  Watch 
Francisco  Lindor  play  a  full  game 
of  baseball.  Then  see  if  you  can 
manage  to  look  him  right  in  his 
big,  smiling  face  and  tell  him  to 
stop  having  fun. 


Attention  Sports  Fans! 

The  Blazer  is  always  looking  for  people  to  cover  JJC  sports. 

If  you  are  interested  in: 


Basketball  Baseball  Softball 

Soccer  Volleyball  Wrestling 

Cross  Country 


If  you  already  watch  sports,  why  not  write  about  them? 
Contact  The  Blazer  today! 

jjcblazer.com  815-280-2313  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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Lady  Wolves  finding 

success  this  season 


" It's  exciting  that  there's  a  lot  of  talent  on 
this  team," 

-Coach  Wesley  Dapkus 


By  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Now  entering  his  second 
season  with  Wesley  Dapkus 
as  head  coach  of  the  JJC  Lady 
Wolves,  the  team  has  rocketed 
upwards. 

In  the  Lady  Wolves’  first  two 
games,  they  scored  a  total  of  19 
goals.  Altogether,  the  team  has 
scored  52  goals  in  just  8  games, 
averaging  6.5  per  game. 

Their  lowest  scoring  victory 
was  recent,  against  Scott 
Community  College  in  Iowa, 
where  they  won  1-0. 

As  of  now,  the  team  is  7-1,  and 
ranked  as  the  third  best  team  in 
the  nation  by  the  NJCAA.  This 
is  the  same  team  that  went  6-13 
last  season,  and  didn’t  exist  four 
years  ago. 

Dapkus  is  proud  of  his  team, 
but  his  program  is  focusing  on 
the  progression  that  can  still  be 
made. 

“We’re  a  strength-based 
program  that  looks  at  developing 
strengths  as  well  as  working  on 
weaknesses,”  said  Dapkus. 

On  Sept.  1 5,  the  Lady  Wolves 
went  up  against  Madison  College 
in  Wisconsin,  another  undefeated 
team  with  a  5-0  record,  and 
suffered  their  only  loss  of  the 
season  2-1. 

According  to  Dapkus,  this 


game  will  determine  which  team 
is  the  best  in  the  region. 

“1  don’t  really  know  if  I  have 
expectations.  I  guess  I  do,  because 
everyone  does,”  said  Dapkus, 
regarding  the  game  against 
Madison.  “I  think  it’s  more  of 
where  we  are  at  and  what  we 
have  been  working  on,  and  every 
time  you  play  somebody  you 
accommodate  a  certain  amount  of 
ideas  and  even  energy  from  your 
opponent.” 

He  explained  that  learning 
from  your  opponents  is  why  it’s 
important  to  face  off  against 
tough  teams. 

“Our  region  is  full  of  several 
good  programs  that  are  well 
coached  and  have  some  good 
skilled  players  and  some  good 
talent  out  there,  so  it  makes  it 
better  for  us  because  then  we’re 
challenged,”  said  Dapkus. 

As  Dapkus  explained,  the 
program  takes  lessons  from  their 
opponents  and  uses  convenient 
strategies  they’ve  observed  for 
future  games. 

While  the  entire  team  learns 
and  plays  well  together,  the 
individual  players  are  impressive 


themselves. 

“It’s  exciting  that  there’s  a  lot 
of  talent  on  this  team,  and  it’s  not 
always  the  same  people  making 
those  special  plays  in  those  tight 
moments  of  the  game,”  said 
Dapkus.  “We  have  a  variety  of 
players  with  a  variety  of  skillsets 
who  can  all  make  their  strengths 
come  out  in  those  tight  moments 
of  the  game.” 

Lindsey  Bond  is  ranked  first 
in  assists  in  the  NJCAA,  Hailey 
Arlis  is  first  in  goals  with  19 
and  Hannah  Ricker  and  Miranda 
Nirchi  are  second  and  third  in 
points  respectively. 

The  Lady  Wolves  already  more 
wins  this  season  than  they  had  in 
any  of  the  previous  four  seasons. 

These  are  promising  steps 
for  any  program,  but  especially 
one  that  has  had  three  coaching 
changes  in  recent  years. 

The  progress  of  the  women’s 
soccer  program  is  also  reflected 
in  an  overall  pattern  in  the  JJC 
athletic  program. 

With  a  promising  start  to  a 
season,  time  will  tell  if  they  finish 
strong  as  well. 


Hailey  Arlis 


19  Goals 
8  Assists 
46  Points 


Miranda  Nirchi 


11  Goals 

10  Assists 

32  Points 

Hannah  Kieker 
12  Goals 

12  Assists 
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WE  DELIVER! 


MJIMJOHNS.COM 
TO  FINO  A  LOCATION  NEAR  YOU 


Lady  Wolves’  Record 
by  Season 

2013 

No  Team 

2014 

0-12-1 

2015 

2-12-1 

2016 

6-13 

2017 

7-1* 

*As  of  Sept.  15 


36  Points 
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Wolves  from  page  1 


the  21st  and  40th  minute. 

Coming  out  of  halftime  he 
picked  up  right  where  he  left  off, 
scoring  a  goal  in  the  46th  minute 
to  give  him  a  hat  trick. 

Also  scoring  for  JJC  was 
returning  player  Rocco  Del  Real 
and  freshman  Jorge  Navas. 

This  victory  broke  a  4-game 
losing  streak  for  the  Wolves, 
which  included  a  3-0  loss  at  Triton 
on  Sep.  13.  Before  the  shutout, 
the  Wolves  lost  three  consecutive 
one-goal  games  falling  to  Rock 
Valley  4-3,  Madison  3-2  and 
Kankakee  2-1. 

Starting  off  1-4  was  not  an 
ideal  way  to  kick  off  the  season, 
but  they  will  look  to  rebound  as 
they  play  three  out  of  their  next 
four  games  at  home. 

Coming  off  a  3-13-2  season, 
there  is  plenty  of  room  for  growth 
and  improvement.  One  constant 
for  the  Wolves  is  head  coach  Cris 
Trillo. 

Trillo  is  entering  his  16th 
season  as  the  head  coach  of  the 
Wolves.  While  last  season  was 
a  struggle,  Trillo  still  maintains 
an  above  .500  record  as  the 
head  coach  and  has  been  named 
Region  IV  coach  of  the  year  four 
times. 

The  Wolves  will  next  home 
game  will  be  on  Sep.  20,  at  5  p.m. 


Freshman  Kyle  Sparks  rises  up  for  a  header  against  Milwaukee  Area  Tech. 


Photo  by  Sean  O'Dell 


Basketball 

Wolves  men  look  to  build  on  2016-17  success 


by  joe  Grabowski 
Sports  Editor 

School  is  back  in  session  and 
that  means  Wolves  basketball  is 
around  the  comer.  The  Wolves 
will  look  to  build  on  last  season’s 
success,  where  they  made  it  to 
the  Region  IV  semi-finals  before 
being  eliminated  by  the  number 
one  seeded  Rock  Valley  Golden 
Eagles. 

The  regular  season  was  also 
one  of  the  Wolves  best  in  recent 
history.  Starting  out  11-1,  the 


team  finished  with  a  22-8 
record,  including  an  impressive 
1 5-3  record  at  home. 

The  Wolves  will  need  a  new 
player  that  can  reliably  score 
the  ball,  as  leading  scorer 
Robert  Brooks  played  his  last 
year  of  eligibility.  Brooks 
appeared  in  all  32  games  last 
year  and  averaged  15.5  points. 
Brooks  will  now  be  playing  for 
Governors  State  University. 

Also  departing  is  20 1 7  Region 
IV  All-Tournament  Team  player 
Johnathan  Boatright.  Boatright 


scored  15  points  and  grabbed  13 
rebounds  in  the  Wolves  82-78 
loss  to  the  Golden  Eagles. 

JJC  will  retain  six  freshmen 
from  last  year’s  team,  including 
Mitchell  Kwasigroch  who 
averaged  1 1  points  per  game 
last  season.  The  other  players 
returning  are  Jarret  Gmazel, 
Richie  Elias,  Kaveon  Rogers, 
Max  Ahem  and  Logan  Ludy. 

The  Wolves  off-season 
recruiting  started  early,  signing 
two  players  in  March.  Chase 
Travis,  6’5  forward  from 


Lockport  High  School  and 
Mike  Koszela,  a  6’6  forward 
who  is  transferring  from  St 
Xavier  will  lace  up  for  the 
Wolves. 

Continuing  their  recruiting  in 
April,  the  Wolves  signed  three 
more  players.  Trey  Womica 
from  Indiana,  Quincey  Butler 
out  of  Kansas  and  Anthony 
Martinez,  a  6’ 7  small  forward 
from  Plano  all  signed  with  the 
Wolves. 

Rounding  out  their  off¬ 
season  with  four  additional 


recruitments  gave  JJC  a  total 
of  nine  new  players  for  the 
upcoming  campaign. 

These  new  recruits,  along  with 
returning  players,  will  open  the 
inaugural  season  for  the  Wolves 
new  home. 

After  playing  the  final  home 
game  at  Willis  Gymnasium  last 
season,  a  home  to  the  Wolves 
since  1972,  the  team  will  play 
its  home  games  in  the  brand  new 
85,222-square-foot  Event  Center. 

The  Event  Center  will  serve 
as  much  more  than  just  a  court 
for  the  Wolves.  Along  with  the 
new  hardwood,  the  athletes  will 
have  a  brand  new  weight  room  to 
condition  themselves  in. 

Head  Coach  Joe  Kuhn,  fresh 
off  his  induction  into  the  NJCAA 
Coaches  Hall  of  Fame,  will  be 
returning  to  coach  the  Wolves. 
Kuhn  will  be  in  his  21st  season 
with  the  team  when  the  first  ball 
tips  off  later  in  the  fall. 

Kuhn  has  been  nothing  short 
of  impressive  during  his  tenure 
with  the  Wolves.  His  accolades 
include  six  national  tournament 
appearances  and  the  20 1 0  NJCAA 
National  Championship.  He  was 
also  awarded  the  2010  NJCAA 
National  Coach  of  the  Year. 

This  team  will  be  faced  with 
adversity  early  on,  losing  its  top 
scorer  and  moving  into  a  new 
venue,  but  the  combination  of 
new  recruits  and  Kuhn's  veteran 
leadership  could  lead  to  another 
deep  playoff  run  for  the  JJC 
Wolves. 

Games  for  the  Wolves  begin 
in  early  October,  but  an  official 
schedule  has  not  been  released 
yet. 


Wolves'  Notable  Returning  Players 

.  t . 
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Jarret  Gmazel 

6'0"  Guard  2016-17  Stats 

7.0  PPG  1.9  APG  32.7%  3PT 

Lincoln-Way  Central 

Richie  Elias 

6' 2"  Guard  2016-17  Stats 

•  r-  u  m  .  i  7.2  PPG  4.2  APG  2.4  RPG 

Plainfield  North 

3 
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Mitchell  Kwasigroch 

6'5"  Forward  2016-17  Stats 

,  11.0  PPG  5.3  RPG  48.3  FG% 

Lincoln-Way  Central 

*** 


Sports 


New  volleyball  coach 
sets  team  up  for  success 


by  )acob  Lee 

Staff  Writer 

New  does  not  always  mean 
inexperienced.  For  the  new  head 
coach  of  JJC  Women’s  Volleyball 
team,  Karen  Bunkenburg, 
formerly  the  North  Central 
College  volleyball  coach,  that  is 
definitely  the  case. 

Bunkenburg  left  NCC  as  the 
winningest  coach  in  program 
history,  amassing  337  wins  in 
16  seasons.  Now  she  hopes  to 
bring  that  winning  culture  to  the 
program  at  JJC. 

“I  look  across  the  board  at 
some  of  the  programs  that  have 
been  very  successful  here,  you 
look  at  baseball,  men’s  and 
women’s  basketball,  and  softball 
and  we’d  like  to  aspire  to  be  at 
that  level,”  said  Bunkenburg. 
“We  want  to  compete  at  the 


national  level,  we  want  to  be  at 
the  top  of  the  conference.” 

Although  having  a  rough 
beginning  to  the  season,  with  an 
early  record  of  2-6,  Bunkenburg 
emphasized  that  the  losses  were 
against  Division  11  volleyball 
programs  and  tough  conference 
opponents. 

The  team  began  their  season 
with  a  victory  over  Oakton 
Community  College  in  straight 
sets,  but  then  proceeded  to  drop 
the  next  six  games,  only  winning 
two  total  sets  during  their  losing 
streak. 

“1  think  in  just  the  short  time 
that  we’ve  been  here  working 
together,  we’ve  gained  some 
ground,  but  we  have  a  ways  to  go 
certainly,”  said  Bunkenburg.  “But 
I  think  we  can  be  competitive  at 
that  level.  We’ve  just  got  to  keep 
chugging  along.  That’s  our  goal.” 

JJC  did  have  a  good  showing 


on  Friday,  Sept.  8,  winning  in 
three  straight  sets  against  Lake 
College  by  scores  of  25-23,  25- 
21  and  25-20.  The  team  was 
led  by  Colleen  Rooney  who 
had  eight  kills,  Bailey  Davis 
who  had  15  digs  and  Isabella 
Cosentino  who  earned  23  assists 
in  the  match. 

The  Lady  Wolves  then  went 
on  a  three  match  win  streak, 
beoffe  losing  to  Southeastern 
Community  College  on  Sept.  16. 

A  current  record  of  5-7  put 
them  in  a  good  position  to  finish 
the  season  strong. 

After  struggles  in  recent 
years,  the  volleyball  program 
is  looking  to  turn  the  comer. 
Coaching  changes  have  recently 
spurred  the  JJC  softball  and 
women’s  soccer  programs,  and 
Bunkenburg  hopes  to  have  the 
same  effect. 


Sophomores  Halley  Huml  (left)  and  Kendall  Rivecco  prepare  for  a  serve.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino  Huml  (left)  and  Freshman  Kendall  Iversen.  Adam  Tumino 


PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Mens  Soccer 
Adrian  Jimenez 

Sophomore  Adrian  Jimenez 
leads  the  JJC  men’s  soccer 
team  in  goals  this  season  (4) 
over  their  first  four  games. 
Jimenez  produced  2  goals  at 
Rock  Valley  College  in  a  4-3 
loss,  as  well  as  earning  a  goal 
at  Kankakee  CC  and  at  Madi¬ 
son  College. 


Womens  Soccer 


Hailey  Arlis 

Freshman  forward  Hailey 
Arlis  is  not  only  the  Lady 
Wolves  leading  scorer  (19 
goals),  but  leads  the  nation 
in  goals  as  well.  Her  season 
high  was  five  goals  in  a  10-0 
victory  over  the  College  of 
Lake  County.  She  has  two  hat 
tricks  and  was  named  NJ- 
CAA  Division  III  Player  of  the 
Week  on  9/7/17. 
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Student 
Govt, 
plans  for 
success 

BYADAMTUMINO 

Co-Editor 

As  the  fall  semester  continues 
to  move  forward,  so  does  JJC’s 
Student  Government. 

After  the  early  processes 
of  naming  new  members  and 
organizing  college  committees, 
they  are  now  moving  forward 
with  their  goals  for  the  rest  of 
the  semester. 

“Things  are  slowly  starting 
to  pick  up,”  said  Eric  Diaz, 
the  president  of  Student 
Government.  “We  had  to  get  a 
new  public  relations  officer,  so 
now  we’re  trying  to  pick  up  the 
pace.” 

With  more  of  the  formalities 
being  straightened  out,  the 
group  has  had  more  time  to 
work  together  and  interact. 

“As  of  late  we’ve  been  more 
of  a  closely  knit  group.  We’ve 
been  really  communicating  a  lot 
through  GroupMe,”  said  Diaz. 
“A  lot  of  information  has  been 
passed  down.” 

Going  forward.  Student 
Government  will  be 
implementing  social  media 
more  actively.  During  their 
meeting  on  Sept.  28,  public 
relations  officer  Kyla  Egizio 
laid  out  a  plan  regarding  the 
group’s  social  media  presence. 

They  will  be  revamping  their 
Instagram  account,  as  well  as 
starting  a  Snapchat. 

The  login  information  will  be 
shared  by  several  members,  and 
they  hope  to  be  able  to  capture 
and  post  things  from  all  over 
campus. 

Student  Trustee  Sante  Deserio 
recently  attended  a  conference 
in  Las  Vegas,  where  many  issues 
regarding  community  colleges 

See  Student  page  5 
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JJC's  Dreamers  remain  hopeful 
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DACA  recipients  (from  left)  Nicolas  Fernandez,  Jesus  Patino  and  Lindsay  Pina. 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

The  JJC  community  is  a 
diverse  one.  It  has  many 
international  students,  all 
coming  from  different  nations 
and  different  backgrounds. 

Among  these  international 
students  are  numerous  DACA 
recipients,  including  Nicolas 
Fernandez,  Jesus  Patino  and 
Lindsay  Pina. 

They,  like  many  of 
approximately  800,000  DACA 
recipients  in  America,  are 
waiting  to  see  what  will  happen 
to  their  immigration  status  in  the 
coming-months. 

DACA,  which  is  short  for 
Deferred  Action  for  Childhood 
Arrivals,  was  passed  in  an 
executive  order  in  2012  by 
former  President  Barack  Obama. 

In  order  to  qualify,  applicants 

See  Dreamers  page  5 


Indigenous  Americans  celebrated 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


The  attendees  and  participants  at  the  celebration. 


BY  MAIRE  BURKETT 

Staff  Writer 

As  a  part  of  JJC’s  celebration 
of  Latinx  Heritage  Month,  “Dia 
De  la  Raza:  A  Celebration  and 
Recognition  of  the  Indigenous 
Roots  of  the  Americas”  was 
sponsored  by  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities  (OSA)  and 
the  Office  of  Multicultural 


on  campus 


Student  Affairs  (OMSA). 

The  group,  Danzas 
Ceremoniales  de  Mexico,  held 
a  performance  on  the  bridge 
last  Wednesday,  Oct.  4.  They 
performed  a  variety  of  traditional 
Aztec  songs  and  dances. 

The  lively  performance 

See  Americans  page  4 


Volleyball  competing  under  new  coach 


by  Jacob  Lee 

Staff  Writer 

With  a  couple  weeks  still  left 
in  the  season,  the  JJC  volleyball 
team  has  already  surpassed  their 
win  total  from  the  2015  and 
2016  seasons. 

Under  the  guidance  of  new 
head  coach  Karen  Bunkenburg, 
they  have  found  themselves 
feeling  competitive  once  again. 

The  team  has  already  made 


strides  towards  becoming 
one  of  the  more  competitive 
teams  at  JJC,  which  is  one  of 
Bunkenburg’s  goals  that  she 
set  forth  for  the  program  when 
getting  hired.  She  has  already 
fully  immersed  herself  into 
the  program,  and  is  looking  to 
establish  a  winning  culture. 

“We’re  always  looking  to 
improve  our  speed  and  our 

See  Volleyball  page  11 


The  team  gathers  during  a  timeout.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 
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2  Editorial 


Vegas  shooting  brings  back  gun  debate 


Well,  it  happened  again. 

A  large  group  of  innocent 
people  were  fired  upon, 
their  only  crime  being 
their  citizenship  in  a  nation 
where  killing  machines  are 
collected  like  baseball  cards. 

59  people  were  killed  in 
Las  Vegas  on  Oct.  2,  and 
over  500  were  injured.  The 
perpetrator  was  a  man  in  his 
60s,  described  as  friendly 
by  his  neighbors.  But  why 
would  a  “friendly”  guy 
need  an  arsenal  of  specially 
modified  military-grade 
weapons? 

Why  would  anybody? 

It  is  hard  to  argue  any 
sort  of  case  for  owning  a 
large  arsenal  of  automatic 
weapons.  The  utilities  for 
such  a  high  grade  stockpile 
would  far  exceed  those  for 
hunting  small  or  large  game. 

The  same  thinking  can 
be  applied  to  semi-auto 
weapon  modifications  such 
as  the  bump-stock,  which 
make  a  “hunting  rifle”  like 
an  AR- 1 5  a  bit  over  the 
top  in  terms  of  rate  of  fire. 


Courtney  Lloyd 

“I  just  don’t  see  why 
anyone  needs  an  assault 
rifle.  People  say  if  you  ’re 
going  to  regulate,  you 
should  regulate  things  like 
knives.  But  the  amount 
of  damage  you  can  do 
with  those  two  things  is 
on  a  completely  different 
level.  If  you  could  use  one 
knife  and  kill  50  people 
in  a  couple  of  minutes, 
it  would  need  to  be  more 
regulated.  ” 


This  modification  is  often 
advertised  as  making  a 
weapon  “automatic-like.” 

As  with  fully  automatic 
weapons,  some  will 
appropriately  question  the 
legality  of  such  peripheral 
devices  after  the  Vegas 
attack,  along  with  the 
necessity  to  have  guns  that 
shoot  quickly  at  all. 

We  are  going  to,  once 
again,  sit  through  a  lengthy 
debate  about  gun  regulations 
and  ownership.  The  defense 
of  gun  ownership  will 
likely  win  its  case,  as  it  did 
after  Columbine,  Virginia 
Tech,  Sandy  Hook  and  the 
Pulse  nightclub  shooting  in 
Orlando.  The  question  is, 
will  any  changes  be  made 
worthwhile? 

Is  there  a  way  to  save 
America’s  claim  of  the 
second  amendment  while 
saving  countless  lives  from 
obscene  tragedies  like  this 
one? 

Perhaps  there  are  more 
questions  than  answers 
to  come  after  an  event 


Thomas  Gonzalez 

“/  think  we  should 
ban  them.  They  should 
be  harder  to  obtain. 
If  assault  rifles  were 
illegal,  things  like  the 
Vegas  shooting  could 
probably  be  prevented.  ” 


like  this.  With  any  mass 
shooting,  however,  passions 
will  run  high  on  both  sides 
of  the  gun  control  debate. 

On  one  side  we  see  the 
supporters  of  gun  rights, 
touting  their  second 
amendment  right  as  though 
it  was  the  only  one  the 
founding  fathers  sought  to 
claim.  Their  more  honorable 
claims  that  a  free  country 
begins  with  its  right  to  bear 
arms,  and  that  no  one  has 
a  right  to  take  that  freedom 
away  is  unfortunately 
subject  to  some 
misinterpretation.  This  is 
not  helped  when  things  like 
a  mass  shooting  occur  and 
gun  sales  skyrocket,  which 
perhaps  only  perpetuates 
the  problem  of  guns  mixing 
with  high  emotions. 

On  the  other  side  we  have 
gun  control  enthusiasts, 
who  claim  every  single 
gun  should  be  taken  away 
from  every  citizen.  Their 
argument  of  making  all 
guns  illegal  to  prevent  crime 
from  happening  is  a  nice 


“I  don ’t  think  it 
should  be  an  option  at 
all.  I  understand  it’s  an 
amendment  and  our  right 
to  own  a  gun,  but  the  thing 
is,  who  needs  an  assault 
rifle?  I  get  if  you  ’re  trying 
to  be  protective  of  your 
home  and  your  family,  if 
you  have  kids.  In  what 
situation  do  you  need  an 
assault  rifle?  ” 


sentiment,  but  also  is  subject 
to  some  logical  holes.  If 
someone  with  just  as  much 
intent  to  kill  as  the  Las 
Vegas  shooter  was  afoot  in  a 
world  with  tighter  gun  laws, 
it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  the 
law  would  be  enough  to  stop 
them,  let  alone  slow  them 
down  in  their  horrifying 
effort. 

The  real  issue  is  the  lack 
of  people  meeting  in  the 
middle.  If  Americans  want 
to  enact  a  change,  they  will 
do  so.  It  will  not  happen 
through  dogmatic  and  deaf 
arguments  that  go  back 
and  forth  infinitely  while 
mass  shootings  continue 
regardless.  It  will  happen 
through  compromise. 

People  have  the  power 
to  influence  legislation, 
and  calls  to  government 
representatives  can  prove 
influential  in  saving  lives. 

.  In  America,  mass 
shootings  seem  inevitable. 
But,  they  don’t  have  to  be. 


Justin 

Mazurkiewicz 

“It  depends  on  the 
situation.  Why  would  you 
need  (an  assault  rifle)  in 
an  urban  environment?  If 
you’re  in  that  dense  of  a 
population  you  shouldn’t 
be  allowed  to.  In  an  urban 
environment,  you  have  to 
keep  in  mind  that  you  have 
a  neighbor  five  feet  to 
your  right  that  you  could 
accidentally  put  a  hole 
through  their  wall  and  kill 
them. " 
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1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

815-280-2313 


Question  of  the  Issue : 

After  the  shooting  in  Las  Vegas,  assault 
rifle  bans  are  being  proposed.  Do  you 
think  that  American  citizens  should  be 
able  to  own  assault  rifles? 


Katelin  Turner 
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A  personal  look  at  depression 


Photo  courtesy  of  Wikimedia  Commons 


By  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Living  with  depression  is  hard. 

Harder  than  it  could  possibly 
seem  to  someone  who  hasn’t 
dealt  with  this  disease.  And  I 
use  disease  in  the  sense  of  it 
being  an  all-consuming,  painful, 
exhausting  disorder,  not  like 
those  of  us  with  it  are  plagued. 

Well,  I  guess  we  are,  in  a  sense. 
Our  minds  are  our  own  worst 
enemies,  fighting  against  us  every 
step  of  the  way.  Hell,  it’s  even 
stunted  my  writing. 

I’ve  spent  the  last  month  trying 
to  figure  out  what  to  write  about. 
We’ve  seen  so  many  terrible 
things  happen  in  such  a  short 
period  of  time  that  I  could  easily 
write  my  opinion  on,  but  what 


could  I  possibly  add  to  what’s 
already  been  said? 

There’s  nothing  I  can  add.  I 
honestly  feel  selfish,  focusing  on 
myself  like  this.  There’s  tragedy 
across  our  nation,  and  all  I  can 
do  is  retreat  and  pay  attention  to 
what’s  going  on  inside  my  head. 

But,  honestly,  it’s  harder  to 
deal  with  the  madness  of  my 
situation  than  the  reality  of  the 
world  around  me.  It’s  easy  to 
distance  myself  from  the  pain  and 
suffering  hundreds  of  miles  away, 
but  I  can’t  run  from  myself  and 
my  own  mind. 

I  know  some  of  the  older 
audience  is  thinking  “What  does 
this  kid  even  have  to  be  depressed 
about?”  because  of  my  relatively 
young  age. 

I  wonder  that,  too.  I  didn’t  ask 
to  deal  with  this.  None  of  us  who 
have  it  want  it. 

There’s  also  those  who 
probably  view  me  and  others  with 
it  as  weak  or  whiny. 

Think  again.  I  have  three  jobs. 
I’m  a  full-time  student,  I  work  for 
The  Blazer  every  day  and  I  have  a 
job  on  the  grounds  crew. 

I  can’t  even  begin  to  count  the 
days  where  I  resent  waking  up, 
wanting  to  stay  in  bed,  go  back  to 
sleep,  and  never  wake  up  again. 
But  I  can  count  the  days  where 
I’ve  given  up  like  that:  zero.  I  pull 


through  and  do  my  work. 

I’m  still  here  every  single  day 
before  7:30  a.m.  I  still  get  out  of 
bed  every  day.  So  does  everyone 
else  with  depression.  None  of  us 
are  weak.  The  pain  we  feel  is  very 
real. 

Where  am  I  even  going  with 
this  anymore?  I  genuinely  can’t 
tell.  I’m  so  wrapped  up  in  my 
own  thoughts  I  can’t  even  begin 


to  tackle  a  different  issue. 

We’re  all  struggling  in 
some  way.  We  all  have  our 
own  problems  to  deal  with  in 
the  shadow  of  all  the  pain  and 
tragedy  surrounding  us  now.  And 
it’s  hard.  But,  we’re  still  standing. 

I  guess  the  point  that  I’m 
taking  so  long  to  get  to  is  that 
we  just  have  to  take  it  a  day  at 
a  time.  The  sun  will  rise  again 


tomorrow,  even  if  we  don’t  want 
to  see  it.  The  only  option  is  to  pull 
ourselves  up  and  push  forward. 

This  isn’t  meant  to  be  preachy. 
I  don’t  expect  most  to  even  read 
or  pay  attention.  But  my  message 
remains  the  same  for  everyone: 
keep  moving  forward.  There’s  no 
reason  to  give  up,  no  matter  how 
much  it  hurts. 
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COMPLETE  YOUR  ~ 

BACHELOR’S  DEGREE  AT  ** 
AURORA  UNIVERSITY.  M 


TRANSFER  FALL 
DROP-IN  EVENT 

Thursday,  November  2,  2017 

4:30-6  p.m.  |  University  Banquet  Hall 

1410  Marseillaise  PI.,  Aurora,  IL 

EXPLORE  traditional  undergraduate  programs. 

DISCOVER  easy  transfer  of  credit  and  courses 
that  build  upon  your  previous  studies. 

CONNECT  with  faculty,  admission  representatives, 
financial  aid  counselors  and  current  students. 


Register  at 

aurora.edu/transferopenhouse 

Office  of  Admission  and  Financial  Aid 

630-844-5533  or  800-742-5281  |  admission@aurora.edu 
aurora.edu 


aurorauniversity  (ffiaurorau  (p)  @aurorauniversity  aurorauniversity 
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\Check  jjcblazer.comi 
|  for  any  updates  on  I 
|  the  tuition  rebate  I 
|  and  other  stories  [ 
that  affect  the 
|  JJC  community. 

^millllllllllllllNIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllltllMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIimilllMlIllllillllllllllllllllllllF 

Americans  from  page  1 


gave  the  viewers  an  idea  as 
to  what  takes  place  during  a 
typical  indigenous  ceremony. 
The  performers  wore  traditional 
clothing  that  would  be  worn 
during  ceremonies  along  with 
intricate  feathered  headdresses. 

Authentic  instruments 

were  played  throughout  the 
presentation  and  accompanied 
the  dances. 

During  one  of  the 
performances,  a  television  crew 
from  Telemundo  stopped  by 
to  tape  footage  for  a  Spanish- 
language  JJC  commercial.  Both 
the  performance  and  the  audience 
will  be  part  of  the  commercial 
that  will  air  sometime  in  late 
November  to  December. 

In  addition  to  the  traditional 
dances,  cultural  aspects  and 
traditions  of  indigenous  people 
were  discussed. 

The  significance  of  the 
instruments  used  and  the  meaning 
behind  some  of  the  components  of 
the  instruments  were  explained  to 
the  audience,  such  as  the  huehuetl 
(wa-wa)  drum,  referred  to  as  the 
old  one,  and  the  frame  drum’s 
double  use  as  a  drum  and  a  shield. 

Audience  participation  was 
encouraged  and  forthcoming. 
The  audience  clapped  to  the 
instructed  beat  while  a  traditional 
song  was  performed  with  the 
drums  and  a  flute.  Later,  the 
audience  was  invited  to  join  the 
performers  on  stage  to  take  part 
in  one  of  the  dances.  Initially,  the 
footwork  as  broken  down  and 
as  the  participants  became  more 
familiar  with  the  steps  the  music 
was  added  with  an  increasing 
tempo. 


The  performers  did  make 
note  that  this  presentation  was 
not  the  same  as  a  ceremony.  In 
traditional  ceremonies  the  dances 
are  performed  in  a  circle  with  40 
to  300  participants. 

Some  viewers  shared 
their  thoughts  on  why  such 
a  presentation  is  important 
information  to  the  viewer  and  the 
public. 

“I  believe  everyone  should 
be  aware  of  their  roots,  their 
background  and  their  ethnicity 
because  that  is  a  part  of  our 
identity,”  Anna  Campa  said. 
“And  as  a  college  student.  I’m 
barely  figuring  that  out  myself. 
Understanding  the  contributions 
from  our  ancestors  can  help  me 
better  perceive  myself  as  an 
individual  and  embrace  it.” 

“It’s  very  important  for 
Americans  to  know  the  history 
[of]  what  happened  here  before 
the  Europeans  settled  in,”  Andrea 
Herrera  said.  She  also  encouraged 
those  who  are  third  or  fourth 
generation  Americans  to  still 
learn  their  cultural  roots. 

“If  you  are  brought  up  with  the 
history  you  will  want  to  know 
more  and  learn  more  to  preserve 
those  languages  and  customs,” 
she  said. 

“We  live  in  a  diverse 
nation,  we  all  come  from  our  own 
little  places,”  said  Jesus  Patino. 
“It’s  important  to  not  forget  where 
you  came  from.” 

At  the  end  of  the 
presentation,  viewers  left  with 
a  better  understanding  of  what 
is  valued  and  practiced  in  the 
indigenous  culture,  and  why  it  is 
important  to  the  descendants. 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 

A  member  of  the  Danzas  Ceremoniales  de  Mexico  preforms  a  song. 


Q&A  with  Michael  Planeta 


by  Tylar  Cottrell 

Staff  Writer 

JJC  is  in  the  process  of 
developing  a  student 
portal  that  will  try  to  make 
academic  information 
easier  to  access  for 
students.  Michael  Planeta  is 
running  the  project,  and  sat 
down  with  The  Blazer  for  a 
Q&A  regarding  the  portal. 

Q:  What  are  some  of  the 
things  that  you  wish  to 
enhance  for  students  on 
the  JJC  student  portal? 

Michael  Planeta:  I  want 
to  change  the  vernacular 
for  students  so  things  that 
are  necessary  are  easier  to 
find,  eliminate  the  excess 
links  and  to  provide  one 
link  that  will  comprise  all 
information  concerning  the 
JJC  student  portal  and  use 
the  technology  we  have 
as  a  way  to  eliminate  time 
that  will  be  used  navigating 
student  portal. 

The  final  goal  is  to  simplify 
the  entire  process  of  using 
the  student  portal  and 
eliminate  confusion. 

Q:  What  made  you  focus 
on  this  project  initially? 

Planeta:  The  college  got  a 
grant  called  the  Progressive 
Path  for  Student  Success 
(in  20 1 5).  The  grant  has 
three  parts. 

One  makes  the  initial 
process  of  college  easier 
for  students  to  acclimate. 
Second,  they  enhance 
communication  with 
technology  with  resources 
for  the  students.  That’s 
where  I  come  in.  The  best 
way  to  communicate  is 
the  portal.  I  am  trying  to 
make  it  user  friendly.  I 
am  upgrading  the  system 


already  used. 

We  can  send  targeted 
messages  now.  For  example 
if  students  haven’t  filled 
out  their  FAFSA  and 
they  forget,  they  will  be 
reminded  until  they  engage 
with  the  message. 

We  can  send  messages 
within  the  portal  for 
students  to  see  to  help 
them  navigate  through  their 
academic  career. 

Q:  How  would  you  say 
the  progress  has  been 
from  where  you  started? 

Planeta:  It’s  been 
progressing  very  well  from 
when  we  started. 

We  are  trying  to  get 
everything  working  to 
make  it  easier  for  students 
so  they  don’t  have  to  input 
their  ID  and  password  all 
the  time. 

We  are  going  to  go  live 
Dec.  21,  2017.  So  when 
students  are  back  for  the 
second  semester  the  new 
portal  will  be  out  there. 

We  hope  students  can 
register  through  the  new 
portal  by  next  spring. 

Q:  How  will  you  establish 
a  bridge  between  students 
and  the  JJC  portal 
concerning  how  well  it  is 
working? 

Planeta:  We  hope  to  have 
analytics  for  what  is 
working  and  not  working. 
For  example,  we  will  have 
a  meeting  every  semester  to 
present  the  numbers  to  see 
if  students  want  something 
changed  or  moved  around. 
This  is  the  students’  portal 
and  we  need  feedback  on 
how  to  enhance  it  for  their 
convenience.  If  we  found 
out  mid-semester  that 
something  is  not  working 


we  want  to  prevent  further 
waste  of  students’  time  and 
energy. 

The  student  input  will 
have  a  big  influence  on 
what  stays  and  what 
doesn’t.  Students  will  no 
longer  have  to  search  as 
everything  will  be  right  in 
front  of  them. 

Q:  What  do  you  think  the 
results  will  look  like  after 
one  semester  of  being 
live? 

Planeta:  I  hope  to  see 
students  be  able  to  get 
everything  they  need  in 
front  of  them.  I  wish  to  see 
students  being  able  to  point 
out  what  is  not  working  for 
them. 

In  previous  years  we  were 
slow  to  make  changes 
and  now  we  have  new 
software  which  makes  it 
easier  to  make  necessary 
adjustments  for  what 
students  need. 

One  of  the  biggest  mistakes 
we  had  initially  was  using 
an  external  website  that 
attempts  to  do  both  but  now 
we  are  splitting  it  into  two 
for  convenience. 

The  main  website  (jjc.edu) 
will  only  be  for  recruitment 
efforts  so  general  public 
and  new  students  can  find 
basic  information. 

The  student  portal  will  be 
exclusively  for  the  students. 
It  will  mainly  consist  of  the 
links  locating  under  tools 
and  some  other  links  that 
are  featured  v/ithin  quick 
links. 

We  want  students  to  be 
able  to  focus  on  their 
academics  and  their  student 
life  without  unnecessary 
information  thrown  at 
them. 


Triple  Citation 

Juniper  L.  Mikowski,  Joliet, 
was  arrested  on  Sept.  26  at  1 1:30 
p.m.  and  given  three  moving 
violations.  The  citations  were 
driving  with  no  valid  driver’s 
license,  operating  an  uninsured 


vehicle  and  operating  a  vehicle 
with  one  taillight.  Shortiy  after 
the  arrest,  Mark’s  Towing  towed 
the  vehicle  to  their  yard. 

According  college  police,  the 
registered  owner  of  the  vehicle 
came  to  the  JJCPD  for  a  Tow 
Release  Sheet.  She  signed  the 


form  and  the  responding  officer 
gave  her  directions  to  Mark’s 
Towing  so  that  she  could  recover 
the  vehicle. 

Hit  and  Run 

Gloria  Olivia-Amber  Choate 
Plainfield,  was  arrested  on  Sept. 
11  at  4:13  p.m.  and  charged  in 
connection  with  a  hit  and  run 
offense  and  causing  property 
damage  to  a  JJC  male  student’s 
vehicle.  She  received  two  I 
citations  for  leaving  the  scene  of 
an  accident  and  failing  to  yield  at 
an  intersection,  police  said. 


Dreamers  from  pagel 


"We  should  have  the 
same  opportunity 
as  anyone." 
-Lindsay  Pina 


had  to  have  come  to  America 
under  the  age  of  16,  be  under 
the  age  of  31  when  the  order 
was  passed,  and  have  lived 
continuously  in  the  U.S.  from 
June  15,  2007,  and  onward. 

There  were  many  students 
across  the  country  who  were 
eligible  for  this  program,  but  the 
application  was  not  necessarily  a 
quick  process. 

Fernandez  recalled  having  to 
pay  the  fee  for  the  application, 
and  then  gathering  all  of  the 
documents  to  prove  he  resided  in 
America  continuously  during  the 
mandatory  period. 

“I  had  to  send  every  school 
document  and  ID,  and  they 
don’t  really  like  gaps  (in  proof 
of  residence),”  Fernandez  said. 
“They’re  really  strict.  If  you  show 
a  three  month  gap,  they  can  reject 
your  application  and  say  you 
didn’t  live  here  continuously.” 

Sending  in  the  proof  and 
documents  is  just  the  beginning. 

“Once  you  do  that,  you  have 
to  wait  six  to  eight  months  and 
they  might  approve  it.  If  they  do 
approve  it,  you  go  to  a  background 
check,  and  after  that  you  get  your 
card.” 

Patino  remembers  how 
beneficial  his  acceptance  into 
DACA  was. 

“My  first  semester  at  JJC  I  was 
still  illegal,”  he  said.  “I  applied 
going  into  my  second  semester  at 
JJC.  It  really  helped  me  a  lot.” 

Before  receiving  DACA, 
Patino  had  to  work  typical  jobs 
for  undocumented  immigrants. 
He  cut  lawns,  worked  some 
construction  jobs  and  other  cash¬ 
paying  jobs. 

DACA  allowed  him  to  get 
a  steady  job  and  increase  his 
stability. 

“It  helped  me  a  lot,  just  being 
able  to  get  a  job  and  help  my 
family  out,”  he  said.  “I  was  able 


to  pay  for  bills.” 

The  ability  to  work  steady 
jobs  is  also  helpful  in  paying  for 
school,  especially  because  DACA 
recipients  are  not  eligible  for 
FAFSA  or  other  forms  of  federal 
financial  aid.  Pina  had  to  look  for 
other  sources  of  money  to  help 
pay  for  tuition. 

“It  is  difficult,”  she  said.  “I 
wasn’t  eligible  for  FAFSA  or 
any  money.  I’m  just  saving  up 
money.  I  applied  for  scholarships. 
I  applied  for  as  many  as  I  could.” 

JJC  is  able  to  offer  scholarships 
for  DACA  students  through 
foundations  with  private  money. 
These  scholarships  are  available 
to  all  JJC  students,  regardless  of 
immigration  status. 

Scholarships  are  helpful  on  the 
community  college  level  where 
tuition  is  generally  low,  but  the 
lack  of  other  financial  aid  can  be 
difficult  to  handle. 

“I  have  concerns  that,  while  JJC 
does  offer  plenty  of  scholarships, 
transfer  schools  aren’t  so 
generous,”  said  Fernandez.  “I 
myself  have  no  way  to  afford  any 
four-year  school.” 

Pina  believes  that  DACA 
students  should  be  able  to  access 
federal  financial  aid,  since  they 
pay  the  taxes  used  for  it. 

“We’re  taxpayers.  We  work.  I 
don’t  know  why  it  is  the  way  it 
is,”  she  said.  “We  should  have  the 
same  opportunity  as  anyone.  We 
contribute  to  the  economy  every 


day.” 

DACA  recipients  are  not 
eligible  for  federal  programs  like 
Social  Security  or  food  stamps. 
Even  federal  health  care,  like 
Obamacare,  is  off  limits. 

“I’ve  never  had  health 
insurance  all  my  life,”  said 
Fernandez.  “I’ve  gone  years 
without  seeing  a  doctor  because  I 
can’t  afford  it.” 

Another  stipulation  is  that 
DACA  recipients  cannot  leave 
the  country,  even  to  visit  family. 

“When  my  dad’s  parents 
died,  he  couldn’t  go  see  them.  I 
couldn’t  go  see  them,”  said  Pina, 
“I  would  like  to  go  visit  my  family 
and  see  where  I’m  from,  where  I 
was  bom.” 

In  addition  to  financial  concerns 
of  many  DACA  recipients, 
there  is  also  uncertainty  at  the 
government  level. 

On  Sept.  5,  the  Trump 
administration  announced  an 
eventual  repeal  of  the  DACA 
program  and  implemented  a 
six  month  timeframe  to  find  a 
replacement. 

“I  thought  him  ending  it  was 
going  to  be  somewhat  positive 
because  it  might  cause  action 
in  congress,”  said  Fernandez. 
“But  when  1  saw  that  people  in 
Congress  were  really  divided 
on  the  issue  and  not  seeing  it  as 
urgent,  I  felt  like  I  didn’t  want  to 
just  sit  by  and  complain.” 

So  Fernandez  took  the  time 


stories  on  this  topic  visit  jjcblazer. 
com. 

As  all  these  changes  take 
shape.  Student  Government  still 
maintained  focus  on  planning 
their  Stress  Relief  Week,  which 
was  held  on  Oct.  9  through  Oct. 
11. 

Monday  featured  masseuses  on 
the  bridge  offering  free  massages. 
“Trash  it  Tuesday”  was  headlined 
by  students  taking  whacks  at  a 
junk  car  out  on  the  picnic  grove 
outside  the  cafeteria. 

Wednesday  was  a  day  where 
students  could  “express  their 
stress”  with  artwork,  and 
Thursday  finished  off  the  week 
with  a  Nerf  war. 

Student  Government  will  also 
be  taking  suggestions  and  input 
from  the  student  body. 

“We’re  going  to  have  a  little 
drop  box,”  said  Diaz.  “They  (the 
students)  can  include  notes  in 
there,  and  we’re  going  to  take  that 
feedback,  look  at  it  and  analyze 
it.” 

Student  Government  meets 
every  Thursday  from  3:00  to 
4:00  p.m.  in  room  A-1002.  The 
meetings  are  open  to  anyone  on 
campus  who  wished  to  attend  and 
have  their  voices  heard. 


Student 
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The  executive  board  of  Student  Government  at  the  Sept.  28  meeting. 


were  discussed. 

One  of  the  main  topics  of 
conversation  was  a  revamping 
of  the  Title  IX  as  it  relates  to 
community  colleges. 

For  those  who  are  not  aware. 
Title  IX  is  a  federal  law  that 
covers  sexual  harassment,  sexual 
assault  and  discrimination  based 
on  sex  on  college  campuses. 

What  was  discussed  at  this 
conference  is  how  to  make  Title 
IX  more  applicable  to  smaller 
junior  colleges. 

Much  of  Title  IX  is  based 
around  four-year  schools,  and 
community  colleges  still  have  to 
budget  for  all  of  the  stipulations 


in  the  law,  even  those  that  don’t 
affect  community  colleges. 

Possible  changes  to  Title  IX 
rules  will  allow  community 
colleges  to  have  more  money 
available  for  other  projects  and 
uses,  while  still  contributing  to 
the  applicable  parts  of  the  law. 

Deserio  is  also  awaiting  final 
word  from  the  office  of  JJC 
President  Dr.  Judy  Mitchell 
regarding  the  upcoming  tuition 
rebate. 

The  Blazer  will  have  more 
coverage  of  the  tuition  rebate 
story  when  more  information 
becomes  available.  To  look  for 
upcoming  coverage  or  view  past 


NEWS 


to  write  letters  on  the  issue,  one 
of  which  was  published  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune. 

“I  know  a  lot  of  people  have 
trouble  sleeping  and  it  brings  a 
lot  of  anxiety,”  he  said.  “When 
I  couldn’t  sleep  I  just  decided  to 
write  because  it  was  a  better  use 
of  my  time.  I  wanted  to  put  my 
anxiety  to  good  use.” 

With  the  future  of  DACA  being 
up  in  the  air,  many  recipients 
are  waiting  to  see  what  the 
replacement  will  possibly  change. 

Some  activists  and  lawmakers 
have  suggested  passing  DACA 
into  law  in  order  to  protect  it. 
However,  that  may  not  solve  the 
problems  that  some  recipients 
have  with  the  DACA  program. 

“I  don’t  think  anyone  actually 
likes  the  program  like  it  is  now 
because  you  have  the  worry 
that  it’s  not  permanent,”  said 
Fernandez. 

Pina  agreed  with  this  sentiment. 

“DACA  is  not  a  permanent 
thing.  It  was  never  a  permanent 
thing.  It  was  a  good  program, 
but  we  needed  something 
permanent,”  she  said. 

“It’s  definitely  not  perfect,” 
added  Patino.  “I  know  when  it 
first  came  out,  we  were  really 
happy  because  it  was  better  than 
having  nothing.  But  as  time 
passes,  you  still  feel  trapped.” 

Always  present  in  their  minds 
is  the  reality  of  what  may  happen 
if  the  program  is  repealed, 
with  some  deportations  being  a 
possibility. 

“This  is  my  home,”  said  Patino. 
“If  I  go  back,  I  don’t  really  know 
anything  over  there.” 

Patino  came  to  America  at  age 
10,  so  his  memories  of  Mexico 
are  not  strong. 

Pina  was  two  when  she  came 
to  America,  and  has  no  memories 
of  her  homeland,  although  some 
home  videos  helped.  And  she 


still  tries  to  stay  connected  to  her 
roots. 

“My  culture  is  very  pertinent, 
even  if  I’m  here,”  she  said.  “But 
this  is  all  I’ve  ever  known.  I’ve 
never  traveled  outside  of  the 
country.” 

JJC  President  Judy  Mitchell 
spoke  about  the  support  DACA 
students  have  on  campus  and 
across  the  JJC  community. 

“Something  I  continue  to  say 
is  that  Joliet  Junior  College  is 
an  institution  that  is  accessible 
to  all,  regardless  of  status,”  she 
said.  “We  work  to  support  all  our 
students.” 

She  also  mentioned  support 
groups  on  campus,  like  the 
Office  of  Multicultural  Student 
Affairs  (OMSA)  and  Dreamers 
Advancing  to  Leadership  and 
Education  (DALE).  These 
programs  provide  support  and 
information  for  DACA  recipients 
and  undocumented  students. 

“They  know  that  they  are 
always,  and  will  always  be, 
welcome  at  Joliet  Junior  College,” 
said  Mitchell,  “whether  they’re  a 
student,  an  employee  or  a  student 
worker.” 

There  are  also  resources  on 
the  JJC  website’s  main  page  for 
undocumented  students. 

But,  until  they  are  told  what 
the  replacements  will  be,  JJC’s 
DACA  recipients  will  continue  to 
live  their  lives. 

“We’re  trying  to  surpass  where 
we  came  from,”  said  Pina.  “We’re 
trying  to  give  our  families  a  better 
future.  We’re  trying  to  contribute, 
to  become  better  versions  of 
ourselves  and  help  our  families.” 

The  uncertainty  is  also  on 
Patino’s  mind,  but  he  tries  not  to 
worry  about  it. 

“I  have  hope,”  he  said.  “Hope 
overtakes  the  fear.” 


Executive  board  talks  about  school  Issues.  Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 


Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 

Members  of  Student  Government  meeting  on  Sept.  28. 


Elmhurst  is  a 
good  fit  for  you. 

You’ll  find  a  warm  welcome  and  a  friendly  community 
at  Elmhurst  College.  More  than  500  students  transfer 
to  Elmhurst  every  year,  so  we  understand  your 
needs— and  we’re  committed  to  helping  you  reach 
your  full  potential. 

Money  an d  Forbes  magazines  rank  Elmhurst  among 
the  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all  transfer 
students  receive  scholarship  support. 


OPEN  HOUSES 
October  14  &  November  11 
Check-in  and  scheduled  events  begin 
at  8:30  a.m. 

Meet  faculty  and  students,  learn  about 
admission  and  scholarships,  and  explore 
the  campus! 


RSVP  at  elmhurst.edu/openhouse 


ELMHURST  IS  COMING  TO 
JOLIET  JUNIOR  COLLEGE! 
October  18  &  November  30 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

D  Concourse 
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JJC's  'Rumors'  humors  the  audience 


The  cast  of  ‘Rumors’  on  stage  during  the  show  on  Sunday  Oct.  8.  Photo  by  Lauren  Bulow 


By  Lauren  bulow 

Staff  Writer 

The  JJC  Theatre  Department 
raised  the  curtain  on  their  Fall 
2017  schedule  on  Oct.  5  through 
Oct.  8  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in 
K-Building. 

“Rumors,”  written  by  Neil 
Simon  and  Directed  by  Tammy 
Perkins,  is  a  Farce  in  two  acts. 

The  story  starts  in  the  1980s 
when  Ken  Gorman  (Kyle 
Conway)  and  wife  Chris  (Torie 
Knibbs),  both  lawyers,  are  in  the 
home  of  Charlie  Brock,  Deputy 
and  Mayor  of  New  York,  with  his 
wife  Myra. 

The  lawyers  are  the  first  guests 
to  arrive  to  celebrate  the  10th 
marriage  anniversary  of  Charlie 
and  Myra. 

Flowever,  Myra  and  the  kitchen 
staff  are  missing  and  Charlie 
is  stuck  in  bed  with  a  bullet 
wound  in  his  head,  a  glorified 
ear  piercing,  as  the  bullet  went 
through  his  ear  lobe. 

This  causes  the  Gormans  to  try 
and  hide  the  truth  from  the  rest 
of  the  party  guests,  Lenny  Ganz 
(Kelley  Beggs)  with  his  wife 
Claire  (Grace  Cooney),  Ernie 
Cusak  (Shane  Tierney)  with  his 
wife  Cookie  (Allie  Tierney)  and 
Glen  Cooper  (Zachary  Schuch) 
with  his  wife  Cassie  (Sylmarie 
Soto). 

Eventually,  the  guests  get 
caught  in  a  humorous  web  woven 


of  lies,  deceit,  gossip,  accusations 
and  rumors  that  leaves  the 
audience  in  peals  of  laughter. 

The  play  started  off  slowly  and 
was  more  than  a  little  confusing. 
But  as  the  story  went  on,  the  plot 
began  to  pick  up. 

As  soon  as  more  guests 
arrived,  the  lies  they  told  each 
other  became  even  more  complex 
and  far-fetched  and,  as  a  result, 
funnier. 

By  the  end  of  the  show,  the 
audience  could  not  contain  their 
laughter. 


The  performance  of  the  cast 
was  absolutely  brilliant. 

In  Soto’s  role  as  Cassie 
Cooper,  a  seemingly  crazy, 
jealous  wife,  she  is  able  to  portray 
the  eccentricity  of  her  character 
by  seamlessly  changing  the 
personality  of  her  character  based 
on  the  moods  she  is  feeling. 

However,  Conway’s  character, 
Ken  Gorman,  did  not  change  from 
the  lawyer  that  tried  to  protect  his 
client,  even  when  Conway  had  to 
act  deaf  for  a  short  period  of  time 
which  succeeded  in  adding  more 


humor  and  complications  with 
the  plot. 

Kelley  Beggs’  performance 
as  Lenny  Ganz  was  very 
impressive,  was  able  to  make 
the  audience  laugh  over  and  over 
as  he  perfectly  executed  telling 
the  craziest  story,  and  became 
passionate  about  tennis,  gossip 
and  the  whiplash  in  his  neck  from 
a  recent  car  accident. 

Finally,  Knibbs’  performance 
as  Chris  Conway  highlighted  the 
show  with  her  dedication  to  a 
high  strung,  stressed  out  lawyer 


that  caused  the  audience  to  laugh 
whenever  she  went  out  of  her  way 
to  avoid  answering  the  door  and 
phone  at  any  cost. 

“Rumors”  was  an  excellent 
play  that  took  many  twist  and 
kept  the  audience  on  the  edge  of 
their  seats  with  every  turn  and 
made  them  laugh  with  each  joke. 

Next  on  the  playbill  for  JJC 
Theatre  Program  will  be  “The 
Elephant  Man”  in  November  and 
Monty  Python’s  “Spamalot”  in 
December. 


Get  In  the  Business  of  Business 


Accounting 
Entrepreneurship 
International  Business 
Finance 

Healthcare  Management 
Management 
Marketing 
Transportation  & 
Logistics 
Management 
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'Kingsman'  2:  fun  but  uneven  ride 


By  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

The  sequel  to  the  highly 
acclaimed  “Kingsman:  The 
Secret  Service”  is  finally  here 
after  3  long  years.  Let  me  just  say 
simply,  it  was  a  ride. 

Just  as  action-packed  as  the 
first,  “The  Golden  Circle”  had 
me  on  the  edge  of  my  seat  and  in 
the  zone  throughout  its  entirety. 

Right  from  the  start,  you’re 
thrown  into  the  action. 

Something  like  two  or  three 
minutes  in,  there’s  a  fight  scene 
and  subsequent  car  chase  through 
London.  Not  only  was  it  gripping 
and  intense,  it  was  absurd. 

And  I  absolutely  loved  every 
minute  of  it. 

The  absurdity  never  ends 
with  this  movie.  I  don’t  think 
I’ve  laughed  that  much  from  an 
action  movie  since,  well,  the  first 
“Kingsman.” 

But  they  really  notched  up 
the  wackiness  in  this  one.  They 
turned  the  dial  past  1 1  and 
turned  it  straight  to  20.  I’m  fairly 
certain  that  physics  are  more  of  a 
suggestion  in  this  film.  Not  that 
I’m  complaining.  It  was  a  blast 
watching  the  insane  fights  and  a 
whip  that’s  basically  a  lightsaber. 

Seriously,  where  else  can  you 
atch  that  kind  of  thing? 

The  camera  work  was 


impressive.  Watching  the 
characters’  more  insane 

movements  and  having  the 
camera  move  with  them  was  a  bit 
disorienting,  but  thrilling. 

Now,  I  do  genuinely  enjoy  the 
movie.  However,  it’s  sadly  that 
time  when  I  address  where  I  feel 
it  fell  short. 

Some  of  the  characters  just 
couldn’t  deliver  their  more 
important  or  emotional  lines  in 
a  believable  or  interesting  way. 
The  most  notable  examples  were 
Whiskey  played  by  Pedro  Pascal, 
Charlie  by  Edward  Holcroft  and 
Clara  by  Poppy  Delevigne. 

A  weepy  “I’m  sorry”  is 
not  supposed  to  sound  like 
a  disinterested  admission  of 
monotonous  guilt,  Clara.  Neither 
should  a  depressing  backstory 
filled  with  anger  be  delivered  in  a 
mildly  frustrated  way,  Whiskey. 

Where’s  the  passion,  huh? 
Why  should  I  care  about  your 
problems  if  you  can’t  put 
emotion  into  it? 

As  a  whole  the  only  characters 
who  were  exceptional  at  showing 
emotion  were  Eggsy  (Taron 
Egerton),  Harry  (Colin  Firth)  and 
Merlin  (Mark  Strong). 

The  intricate  storytelling  and 
the  classy,  smooth  feel  from  its 
predecessor  was  lost  here.  The 
dialogue  was  sort  of  meh  in  a 
lot  of  places.  The  story  wasn’t 


nearly  as  well  put  together  and 
there  were  too  many  unnecessary 
characters  put  in  who  carried 
almost  no  weight  in  the  plot. 

Channing  Tatum  as  Tequila  was 
clearly  there  just  for  a  quick  laugh 
and  a  poor  reminder  that  “oh  hey 
the  problems  in  the  world  affect 
this  agency  too.”  He  performed 
his  role  well  as  the  partier  of  the 
office,  but  they  kept  cutting  back 


to  shots  of  him  in  a  coma  for  no 
good  reason. 

We  get  it,  pretty  boy  is  down 
and  the  problem  at  hand  affects 
everyone.  It  was  pointless  to 
keep  shifting  back  to  him  and 
anyone  else  totally  irrelevant. 

Truly,  from  an  entertainment 
aspect,  this  movie  is  great.  Lots 
of  goofy  moments,  intense 
fight  scenes  and  eye  candy.  But 


in  ways  of  actor  performance, 
character  design  and  story?  It’s 
kind  of  in  the  middle,  nothing 
truly  spectacular  about  it. 

But  you  should  still  see  it. 
Just  because  the  story  isn’t 
perfect,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
enjoy  the  ride. 

Also,  Elton  John  was 
magnificent  through  the  whole 
thing. 
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ConcordiallniversityChicago 


Why  transfer  to  Concordia-Chicago? 

Strong  academic  programs  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  business, 
education  and  health  sciences 

Successful  outcomes,  with  90%  of  students  employed  or  enrolled 
in  graduate  programs  in  their  fields  within  six  months  of  graduation 

Affordable  cost  through  transfer  student  scholarships  of  up  to 
$15,000  per  year— and  Phi  Theta  Kappa  students  can  earn  an 
additional  scholarship  of  $2,000  per  year 

A  simple  transfer  process,  with  your  personal  admission  counselor 
guiding  you  through  every  step 


CAMPUS  VISIT  DAY 

Saturday,  November  1 1 
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WALK-IN  WEDNESDAYS  AT  CUC 

Take  advantage  of  our  instant  admission  option, 
available  just  for  transfer  students,  every  Wednesday 
in  October  from  1  -  6  p.m. 
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CONCORDIA 

UNIVERSITY 

CHICAGO 


LEARN  MORE  at  CUChicago.edu/transfer 


7400  Augusta  Street  |  River  Forest,  IL  60305-1499  |  877-CUChicago  (877-282-4422)  |  Admission@CUChicago.edu 
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American  Horror  Story:  Cult  Review 


We  Offer: 

•  Planning  with  a  knowledgeable 
North  Central  transfer  counselor 

•  Smooth  transfer  of  credit 

•  Generous  transfer  academic 
scholarships  and  financial  aid 


Learn  More! 

Visit  North  Central  College 

Transfer  Information  Sessions 

(group  setting) 

Upcoming  dates:  September  29, 
October  14,  October  27,  November  21 


S.T.O.P.  In 

(Student  Transfer  Organizational  Plan) 

•  Individual  setting 

•  Daytime,  evening  and  Saturday 
options 


Customized  Visits 

•  Individual  setting 
•Weekdays 


For  more  information  and  to  request  a  visit, 

go  to  northcentralcollege.edu/transfer- 
visit  or  call  630-637-5800 


By  Becca  Dvorak 

Copy  Editor 

The  return  of  fall  also  means 
the  return  of  our  favorite  TV 
shows. 

American  Horror  Story  returns 
with  a  brand  new  captivating 
season,  with  a  bit  of  a  different 
twist  than  previous  plots. 

The  season  takes  place  around 
the  election  in  2016  and  begins 
a  domino  effect  of  events  due  to 
our  choice  of  a  president. 

The  sinister  part  about  this 
season  isn’t  about  witches, 
werewolves,  ghosts,  asylums  or 
even  pigheaded  demons.  It’s  the 
possible  direction  our  country 
might  be  pointing  towards  and 
the  effects  it  has  on  normal  and 
mentally  unstable  Americans. 

Not  only  does  the  series  give 
an  eerie,  unraveling  storyline,  but 
adds  on  to  the  uneasiness  of  life 
with  a  mirror  directed  at  society’s 
latest  and  illogical  issues. 

AHS:  Cult  starts  with  a 
successful  lesbian  couple,  played 
by  Sarah  Paulson  and  Alison 
Pill.  They  live  in  your  typical 
suburban  community  with 
awkward,  unethical  neighbors, 
played  by  the  hilarious  Billy 
Eichner  and  Leslie  Grossman. 

With  the  election  sliding  in  the 
direction  they  feared,  so  do  their 
marriage,  business,  social  life, 
neighborhood  and  mind  set. 

The  family  therapist  puts  off 


a  sketchy  vibe.  The  neighbors, 
along  with  fellow  workers,  are 
murdered  with  disturbing  smiley 
faces  trademarked  in  blood  at  all 
the  crime  scenes.  Clowns  and 
individuals  in  disturbing  masks 
start  terrorizing  civilians. 

And  Evan  Peters  continues 
to  win  the  award  for  creepiest 
individual  in  the  world. 

One  of  the  spine-chilling 
mysteries  is  that  all  the  murders 
are  committed  by  the  victim’s 


worst  fear,  that  only  the  therapist 
seems  to  know. 

Going  back  to  the  clowns,  the 
young  couple’s  son  develops  an 
uncanny  obsession  with  a  familiar 
face,  recognizable  by  long  time 
AHS  fans. 

Twisty  the  clown,  from  Freak 
Show,  makes  a  comeback  doing 
his  normal  thing.  Which  basically 
just  involves  stalking  young 
couples  and  slaughtering  them. 
You  know,  the  usual  Tuesday 


night  schedule  for  killer  clowns. 

Of  course  the  plot  doesn’t 
just  revolve  around  a  broken 
marriage  and  a  disturbing  former 
circus  worker.  The  lives  of  the 
unprincipled  neighbors  are 
brought  into  question  as  well. 

But,  there  is  more  than  one 
connection  involving  all  the 
characters.  It  seems  to  be  the 
knowing  of  Evan  Peters  morally 
disturbed,  conspiracy  theorist’s 
role. 


The  outcome  of  the  season  is 
far  too  complex  to  predict.  But 
that  just  entails  that  the  unsettling 
events  that  continue  to  unfold 
will  hold  you  on  the  edge  of  your 
seat  until  the  finale. 

The  show  is  definitely 
recommended,  and  it  only 
continues  to  impress  and  terrify 
its  audience.  American  Horror 
Story:  Cult  is  a  solid  must  watch 
this  season. 


D?N'T  BE  AFRAID 


9ETHE  DARK 
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CULT 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 

Sports  and  politics  collide  in  spectacular  fashion 


i 


during  the  anthem.  After  his 
comments,  every  team  protested 
in  some  way. 

Many  players  knelt.  Some 
even  sat  on  the  bench.  The  entire 
Pittsburgh  Steelers  team  stayed  in 
the  locker  room. 

Trump  always  said  he  would 
unite  people.  He  just  never  said 
they  would  unite  against  him. 

But  the  protests  were  not 
restricted  to  the  NFL.  Bruce 
Maxwell  of  the  Oakland  Athletics 
became  the  first  MLB  player  to 
kneel  during  the  anthem.  He  did 
so  with  teammate  Mark  Canha’s 
hand  on  his  shoulder. 

Not  many  baseball  players 
spoke  out  other  than  Maxwell. 
Tampa  Bay  Rays  pitcher  Chris 
Archer  even  said  he  did  not  feel 
that  he  would  receive  enough 
support  from  his  teammates  if  he 
chose  to  protest  in  some  way. 

NBA  star  Steph  Curry  criticized 
Trump’s  comments  and  said  he 
would  not  attend  the  White  House 
ceremony  for  the  Golden  State 
Warriors  championship  team. 

Trump  then  pulled  his 
invitation,  which  was  met 
with  criticism  from  the  NBA 
community. 

Damian  Lillard  of  the  Portland 
Trailblazers  compared  Trump 
to  a  petulant  child  withdrawing 
an  invitation  to  a  sleepover  after 
someone  said  they  did  not  want  to 
come. 


And  LeBron  James  posted  a 
now  famous  tweet  calling  Trump 
“u  bum"  and  saying,  “going  to 
White  House  was  a  great  honor 
until  you  showed  up!” 

This  tweet  received  over  a 
million  and  half  likes. 

It  is  refreshing  to  see  athletes 
take  political  stances,  especially 
ones  as  influential  as  LeBron.  He 
is  truly  one  of  the  most  powerful 
people  in  America. 

He  is  the  face  of  the  NBA,  and 
even  the  state  of  Ohio.  When 
someone  like  LeBron  talks, 
millions  of  people  listen. 

When  athletes  take  full 
advantage  of  their  stature  to 
inform  and  lead  people,  there  are 
few  more  influential  platforms. 

Many  of  the  protesting  athletes 
are  still  criticized  for  being  “all 
talk,”  but  nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  truth. 

The  LeBron  James  Family 
Foundation  spends  over  $1 
million  a  year  on  education 
initiatives  in  the  Akron,  Ohio, 
community.  Funds  go  to  programs 
to  keep  kids  interested  in  school 
to  combat  high  dropout  rates. 

The  person  who  started  the 
kneeling  movement,  former  49ers 
quarterback  Colin  Kaepemick, 
is  currently  in  the  middle  of  a 
$1  million  pledge  to  various 
charities.  He  has  also  given  out 
suits  to  parolees  to  wear  on  job 
interviews. 


The  players  on  the  Seattle 
Seahawks  started  the  Seahawks 
Players  Equality  and  Justice  for 
All  Action  Fund,  which  will  be 
used  to  “support  education  and 
leadership  programs  addressing 
equality  and  justice.” 

But  many  people  cannot  see 
the  actions  that  players  are  taking 
because  they  are  caught  up  in  the 
protests  themselves. 

The  protests  during  the  anthem 
have  been  seen  as  protests  against 
the  flag  or  the  anthem,  with  some 
people  seeing  the  protests  as 
being  anti-military. 

These  people  must  be 
consciously  trying  to  miss  the 
point.  It  is  the  only  explanation 
for  them  missing  it  by  so  much. 

The  players  are  being 
respectful  by  kneeling  with  their 
hands  on  their  hearts.  Those  who 
have  vocalized  their  reasons  for 
protesting  have  explained  that  it 
is  not  a  protest  against  the  flag  or 
anthem,  and  certainly  not  against 
the  military. 

The  anthem  is  just  what 
the  protest  is  attached  to  give 
it  meaning.  Much  like  the 
Montgomery  bus  boycott  in 
1 955-56  was  attached  to  the  Civil 
Rights  movement. 

Protests  need  to  have  a 
platform.  People  try  to  speak  out 
against  injustice,  but  mere  words 
are  easier  to  ignore. 

Using  the  anthem  has  given 


these  recent  protests  international 
attention,  even  if  the  message 
is  muffled  by  some  people’s 
interpretation  of  the  use  of  the 
anthem. 

If  Kaepemick  had  simply 
talked  about  injustice  and 
equality,  people  who  do  not  agree 
with  him  could  easily  shrug  it  off. 

But  by  using  something  that 
people  pay  attention  to  in  order  to 
amplify  his  message,  he  has  truly 
started  a  movement. 

In  spite  of  his  vast 
contributions,  Kaepemick  is  still 
being  overlooked.  A  recent  cover 
of  Sports  Illustrated  featured 
pictures  of  protesting  athletes 
and  figures  from  across  the  sports 
world. 

Kaepemick  was  noticeably 
absent.  NFL  commissioner  Roger 
Goodell  was  even  on  the  cover, 
even  though  he  is  in  charge  of 
the  league  that  is  blacklisting 
Kaepemick. 

But  his  use  of  his  stature  as  an 
athlete  to  start  these  protests  could 
prove  to  be  a  historic  decision. 

For  years,  people  have  used 
sports  to  escape  from  issues, 
especially  ones  that  don’t  directly 
impact  them. 

But  with  the  sports  world 
now  intertwined  with  politics, 
everyone  will  be  forced  to  address 
the  issues  facing  society  today. 
There  is  nowhere  to  hide  from  the 
conversation. 


BY  ADAM  TUMI  NO 


Co-Editor 


Sports  and  politics  are  two  of 
America’s  greatest  institutions. 
And  until  recently,  they  mostly 
managed  to  stay  separate. 

That  was  until  they  collided  in 
a  spectacular  fashion  on  Sept.  22, 
when  President  Donald  Trump 
decided  to  bring  up  sports  in  a 
rally  in  Alabama. 

Shamelessly  playing  to  the 
crowd,  he  called  the  NFL  players 
who  protested  during  the  national 
anthem  “sons  of  bitches”  and 
called  for  them  to  be  fired. 

It  did  not  go  over  well  with  the 
players. 

Before  Trump’s  comments, 
only  a  handful  of  players  were 
kneeling  or  raising  their  fist 
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Wolves  look  towards  postseason 

BY  ADAM  TUMI  NO 


Adrian  Jimenez,  sophomore  forward,  goes  on  the  attack  against  Milwaukee  Tech  on  Sept.  29. 
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Co-Editor 

After  posting  their  worst  record 
in  recent  memory  in  2016,  the 
JJC  men’s  soccer  team  is  looking 
to  rebuild  a  strong  foundation  this 
season. 

Their  7-6  record  so  far  is  an 
improvement  over  last  year’s 
3-13-2  mark. 

Their  2017  roster  is  bolstered 
by  returning  players,  including 
goalkeeper  Abraham  Huichapa 
and  forward/midfielder  Adrian 
Jiminez. 

Freshman  Gustavo  Ramos 
Buonopane,  who  is  from  Brazil, 
is  providing  the  team  with  an 
offensive  spark. 

Buonopane  is  leading  the  team 
with  14  goals  and  28  points, 
which  also  rank  8  and  22  in  the 
nation.  His  four  game-winning 
goals  are  the  fifth  most  in  the 
nation. 

Jiminez  is  second  on  the 
Wolves  in  both  goals  (10)  and 
points  (23),  which  rank  30  and  32 
in  the  nation,  respectively. 

Huichapa’s  91  saves  are  fifth 
most  in  the  nation,  and  .746  save 
percentage  is  rank  35. 

The  Wolves  also  have  an 
extreme  home-road  split.  Their 


home  record  is  5-1,  while  their 
road  record  is  1-5.  They  also 
have  one  win  in  only  one  game 


on  a  neutral  field. 

Their  2016  shortcomings 
were  especially  surprising, 


considering  that  the  Wolves 
reached  the  Region  IV 
Championship  game  in  2015. 


A  2017  conference  record  of 
5-5  puts  them  in  decent  shape 
for  the  postseason. 


Wolves  from  page  1 


tempo  on  the  court,  which  starts 
with  our  ball  control  as  far  as 
being  able  to  drive  faster  on  our 
first  pass,”  said  Bunkenburg. 
“Blocking  will  be  a  consistent 
thing  we  will  always  work  on.” 

Beginning  the  2017  season 
with  a  1-6  record,  then  within  a 
month  improving  their  record 
to  10-11,  shows  Bunkenburg’s 
coaching  and  the  team’s  chemistry 
is  beginning  to  develop. 

This  is  possibly  something 
that  can  continue  to  carry  on 
throughout  the  rest  of  this  season 


and  into  the  next. 

This  chemistry  was  apparent 
in  the  team’s  recent  wins  against 
Morton  College  and  Oakton 
Community  College,  both  of 
which  the  Lady  Wolves  won  in 
straight  sets. 

Though  the  team  looked  to 
being  playing  at  a  high  level, 
Bunkenburg  wants  more  from 
her  players. 

“You  never  want  to  step 
backwards,”  she  said.  “I  feel 
like  since  August,  when  we  first 
played  (Oakton),  we’ve  became 


a  better  team  and  we’ve  made 
some  adjustments,  our  players 
have  made  adjustments.  I  felt 
confident  we  would  come  out  and 
perform  well  against  (Oakton).” 

The  Lady  Wolves  play  their 
last  game  of  the  season  at  home 
against  Kankakee  Community 
College  on  Oct.  19.  If  the  team 
wins  four  or  more  of  their  six 
remaining  games,  they  could 
finish  over  .500  for  the  first  time 
since  2014. 


■ 


|an  Teschke  prepares  to  serve  against  Oakton 


on  Ort\  (% 
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Dapkus  cures  soccer  woes 


By  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

The  new  women’s  soccer 
coach  here  at  JJC,  has  brought 
new  life  into  a  program  that  had 
been  just  barely  treading  water 
for  years. 

Is  he  a  magician?  Does  he  hold 
the  secrets  to  the  universe?  Can 
he  alter  the  very  fabric  of  space 
and  time?  Is  he  a  soccer  Jedi? 

No.  He’s  Wesley  Dapkus,  a 
licensed  therapist  with  years  of 
experience  in  both  soccer  and 
psychology. 

He  holds  a  Bachelor’s  degree 
from  Western  Illinois  University 
in  psychology  and  a  Master’s 
degree  from  Pepperdine 
University,  also  in  psychology, 

Dapkus,  a  lifelong  local  of  the 
area,  has  been  playing  soccer 
since  he  could  walk,  according 
to  him. 

“Even  as  a  kid,  I  was  the  one 
who  was  going  next  door,  across 
the  street,  couple  blocks  down 
and  organizing  sporting  events, 
any  kind  of  group  activity,”  said 
Dapkus.  “I  was  a  leader  of  that 
and  organizing  people.” 

Throughout  his  younger  years, 
Dapkus  maintained  his  skill  and 
leadership  in  the  sport,  earning 
the  distinction  of  being  an  All- 
State  goalkeeper  for  Lincoln- 
Way  High  School  in  New  Lenox. 

This  is  where  he  unofficially 
began  his  coaching  career,  as 
well. 

“I  started  off  coaching  when 
I  was  a  senior  at  Lincoln  Way 
High  School.  I  started  coaching 
the  goalkeepers  underneath  me,” 
said  Dapkus. 

At  the  age  of  19,  he  was 
nationally  licensed  as  a  soccer 
coach. 

Dapkus’  extensive  coaching 
history  includes,  but  is  not 
limited  to,  experience  with 
MLS  Chicago  Fire  Premier 
Professional  Development  Team, 
United  States  Soccer  Federation 
Developmental  Academy 

Program,  Chicago  Magic  S.C., 
Naperville  Lightning  S.C., 
Plainfield  Legends  S.C.,  Lyons 


Township  S.C.,  Lockport  H.S. 
and  Lyons  Township  H.S. 

Kerri  O’Shea,  the  director  for 
women’s  athletics  at  JJC,  thinks 
that  Dapkus’  prior  experience 
has  helped  boost  the  program. 

“He  has  a  lot  of  experience 
with  recruiting  and  the  club 
soccer  areas,  so  that’s  definitely 
something  that  we’ve  seen 
change  with  him  coming  into 
this  position,  his  recruiting,” 
said  O’Shea. 

“And  you  can  see  that  with 
the  type  of  players  that  he’s 
brought  in,  so  it’s  definitely 
made  some  big  changes  for  the 
program.” 

O’Shea  also  commented  on 
Dapkus’  being  an  animated 
coach,  with  a  lot  of  passion 
and  care  for  the  sport  and  his 
players. 

“He  cares  about  them  enough 
to  make  sure  they’re  being 
successful,  both  on  and  off  the 


field.  He’s  very  passionate  about 
soccer  and  he  takes  his  job  very 
seriously,  but  he  also  has  fun  at 
the  same  time,”  said  O’Shea. 
“He ’s  turned  the  program  around 
real  quick.” 

“It’s  the  players  I  have.  The 
players  that  choose  to  play  for 
me  are  very  dedicated  to  our 
philosophy,”  said  Dapkus. 

According  to  Dapkus,  the 
team’s  philosophy  is  a  value- 
based  system. 

“What  does  the  individual 
value,  and  what  are  they  going 
to  continue  on  that  line  of 
development  through  that  value 
and  reach  goals  through  that? 
That’s  the  key,”  said  Dapkus. 

He  attributes  the  team’s 
success  to  the  players’ 
willingness  to  continue  learning 
and  cooperating  as  a  group. 

“I  put  a  lot  of  psychology  into 
my  coaching.  Because  it’s  about 
the  individual  and  the  group,” 


said  Dapkus. 

The  players  seem  to  respect 
Dapkus  and  his  coaching  style. 

“I  think  that  he’s  very  smart 
and  that  he  knows  a  lot  with  what 
he’s  talking  about,”  said  Miranda 
Nirchi,  one  ofthe  team’s  All-State 


players.  “Even  though  sometimes 
girls  think  differently  and  have 
their  own  opinions,  I  still  think 
that,  no  matter  what,  what  he  says 
is  good  for  us,  and  it’s  right  and 
it’s  important  for  the  game.” 

“I’m  glad  he’s  my  coach.” 


Dapkus  manning  the  sideline.  Photo  by  Joseph  Crump 


Players  to  watch 


Mens  Soccer 

Gustavo  Ramos 

Buonopane 

Freshman  forward  Gustavo 
Ramos  Buonopane  has  been  a 
strong  contributor  for  the  JJC 
men’s  soccer  team  this  fall. 

In  a  4-1  victory  vs.  Milwaukee 
Tech,  he  had  two  goals.  He 
also  had  two  goals  in  a  big  3-2 
victory  against  Rock  Valley  Col¬ 
lege.  He  leads  the  Wolves  in 
goals  scored  with  13. 


Womens  Volleyball 

Melissa  Ryan 

Sophomore  Melissa  Ryan  has 
been  a  consistent  force  with 
the  Joliet  Junior  College  vol¬ 
leyball  team.  In  a  tough  4-set 
loss  to  Harper  College,  Ryan 
produced  10  kills  and  10 
digs.  In  a  win  vs.  Morton  Col¬ 
lege,  Melissa  had  9  kills  and 
8  digs.  She  leads  the  team  in 
kills  with  185  and  is  second 
in  digs  with  146. 
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JJC  Student 
Govt,  makes 
an  impact 

By  Adam  Tumino 

Co-Editor 

With  the  weather  changing 
and  finals  approaching,  the  work 
of  JJC’s  Student  Government  is 
leaving  its  mark. 

This  semester  was  an 
ambitious  one  for  them,  as  they 
look  to  expand  their  influence 
on  campus  and  out  into  the 
community. 

Their  meeting  on  Oct.  26  was 
sort  of  an  experimental  one. 
Instead  of  the  typical  decorum 
and  agenda,  the  Executive 
Board  and  other  members  and 
attendees  at  the  meeting  broke 
up  into  groups  for  half  of  the 
scheduled  time. 

The  Student  Government 
called  it  a  workshop  meeting. 

First,  groups  were  organized 
based  on  Goal  Committees, 
which  have  been  in  place  since 
early  in  the  semester. 

There  are  three  committees. 
The  sustainability  committee 
discussed  the  possibility  of 
putting  on  a  recycled  art  show 
on  campus,  as  well  as  dealing 
with  the  possible  construction 
through  some  of  JJC’s  natural 
areas. 

The  committee  on  community 
outreach  is  in  the  process  of 
reaching  out  to  local  chapters  of 
charities  and  organizations. 

See  Student  page  4 


USGS  partners  with  JJC 


Dr.  Robin  Calfee  (second  from  left)  speaks  with  JJC  science  faculty.  Photo  by  Sean  O'Dell 
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By  Sean  O'Dell 

Copy  Editor 

Dr.  Robin  Calfee  from  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey 
came  to  JJC’s  main  campus  last 
Thursday  to  initiate  the  first  ever 
research  coordination  between 
the  USGS  and  a  community 
college. 

Dr.  Calfee  met  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  JJC  natural 
science  department.  Dr.  Patrick 
Mills,  to  discuss  how  research 
students  from  a  small  college 
could  possibly  aide  in  solving 
a  large  problem:  the  invasive 
Asian  carp. 

Asian  Carp  as  well  as  other 
invasive  species  lurking  in  the 
upper  Mississippi  River  have 
been  on  the  USGS’s  radar  for 
a  while  now,  and  with  a  silver 
carp  being  found  past  the 

See  USGS  page  4 


PTK  unveils  Phi  Theta  Phashion  store 


by  Joseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Are  you  in  need  of  a  brand- 
spanking-new  suit,  dress,  tie  or 
anything  else  fancy  but  unable 
to  afford  it? 

If  so-  good  news!  The  JJC  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  chapter  has  opened 
a  store  on  campus  with  these 
types  of  clothing  with  affordable 


pncing. 

The  store  is  located  on  the 
JJC  main  campus  on  the  bridge 
in  rooms  H1015A  and  H1015C, 
previously  the  workforce 
development  office. 

On  Friday,  Oct.  20,  the  honor ’s 
association  held  a  fashion  show 
on  the  bridge,  titled  Phi  Theta 
Phashion,  during  which  the 
members  showed  off  some  of 


the  fancy  new  clothes  they’re 
selling/renting  in  their  store. 

According  to  Cindy  Phan, 
the  president  of  JJC’s  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  chapter,  the  clothing  is 
both  for  rental  and  for  sale. 

“Rental,  we’re  trying  to  do 
three  articles  of  clothing  for 
about  $10.  When  you  bring  it 
back,  you  get  $5  back,”  said 
Phan.  “For  more  than  four 


articles  of  clothing,  it’ll  be  $20 
with  $10  back  when  you  bring 
the  clothes  back.” 

They’re  not  sure  what  the 
prices  will  be  for  selling  the 
clothing  yet. 

“It  would  be  somewhere 
between  $5-10  for  an  article  of 
clothing,”  said  Phan. 

PTK  See  page  6 


Wolves  rebound  after  sub-par  2016  season 
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By  Joe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

The  Wolves  men’s  soccer 
team  season  came  to  end  on 
Wednesday,  Oct  1 9. 

The  Wolves  playoff  run 
was  ended  by  number  one 
seeded  Triton,  in  a  6-1  defeat. 
Like  any  loss,  it  comes  as  a 
disappointment,  but  this  season 
for  the  Wolves  was  anything  but 
that. 


Last  year,  the  team  turned  in 
a  3-13-2  record,  finishing  just 
in  front  of  last  place  Milwaukee 
Area  Technical  College,  who 
finished  the  season  1-14.  For  the 
first  time  since  the  2015  season, 
the  Wolves  finished  the  season 
above  .500,  finishing  with  a 
record  of  8-7-1. 

Advancing  and  eventually 
winning  a  playoff  game  was 

See  Wolves  page  15 
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Freshman  Malek  Rashid  prepares  to  kick  the  ball  during  a  game 
against  Elgin  Community  College  on  Oct.  2. 


2  Editorial- 

Puerto  Rican  response  embarrassing 


Blazer 
Staff 


It  has  been  a  month 
since  hurricane  Maria, 
and  Puerto  Rico  is  still 
struggling  terribly.  At  least 
30  percent  of  the  island’s 
inhabitants  are  without 
clean  water,  and  the  power 
grid  is  still  barely  working. 

Meanwhile,  the  Trump 
administration  has  been 
getting  into  a  war  of  words 
with  the  mayor  of  San 
Juan. 

This  is  unacceptable. 

Why  is  the  president  of 
our  country  getting  into  a 
twitter  war  with  a  mayor 
of  a  devastated  city  in  an 
area  that  just  so  happens  to 
be  a  U.S.  territory? 

And  furthermore,  how 
does  he  have  the  audacity 
to  rate  his  treatment  of 
the  post-hurricane  crisis  a 
“10?” 

This  is  the  same  man 
who  threatened  to  pull 
FEMA  support  because  he 
got  his  feelings  hurt  when 
his  efforts  (or  lack  thereof) 


were  criticized. 

It  took  three  weeks  for 
this  administration  to  give 
a  contract  to  an  energy 
company.  A  $300  million 
contract  was  awarded  to 
Whitefish  Energy  to  fix 
the  problem.  This  is  a 
company  run  by  two  men, 
who  are  hiring  contractors 
to  go  to  Puerto  Rico. 
They’re  not  even  a  real 
electricity  company. 

Add  on  to  that,  this 
company  has  ties  to 
someone  in  Trump’s 
cabinet.  It’s  a  fishy 
situation. 

In  the  meantime,  Elon 
Musk,  the  CEO  of  Tesla, 
has  gone  from  discussions 
with  officials  in  Puerto 
Rico  to  shipping  industrial 
batteries  to  the  island. 

On  October  25,  one  of 
Tesla’s  batteries  was  used 
to  bring  power  back  to  a 
children’s  hospital. 

How  is  it  that  a  company 
with  significantly 


less  power  than  our 
government  is  more 
willing  and  able  to  provide 
assistance  to  a  U.S. 
territory? 

Compare  the  response 
in  Houston  for  hurricane 
Harvey  to  the  response  to 
hurricane  Maria. 

Almost  immediately, 
FEMA  was  in  Houston, 
along  with  hundreds  of 
volunteer  organizations 
and  the  American  Red 
Cross. 

Per  the  FEMA  report, 
over  three  million  meals, 
three  million  bottles  of 
water,  9,900  blankets, 
8,480  cots  and  10,300 
hygiene  kits  were  handed 
out  during  the  effort. 
122,331  rescues  were 
performed  and  5,359 
patients  were  cared  for. 

Meanwhile,  in  Puerto 
Rico,  supermarkets  are 
running  out  of  food,  much 
of  the  island  is  without 
clean  water  and  electricity 


and  surgeons  are  operating 
by  phone  light. 

We  understand  that  as  an 
island,  it’s  more  difficult 
to  get  help  to  Puerto  Rico. 
However,  it’s  still  been  a 
whole  month. 

FEMA  support  should 
be  there  in  full  force  with 
the  help  of  other  federal 
agencies  working  24/7  to 
fix  the  situation. 

But  we  have  a  president 
who  doesn’t  understand 
that  it’s  the  responsibility 
of  the  U.S.  to  take  care  of 
its  territories,  along  with 
its  states. 

We  have  a  president 
who  would  rather  let  his 
ego  get  in  the  way  of 
effectively  responding  to 
tragedy  and  crisis. 

It’s  hurricane  Katrina 
all  over  again,  just  with 
a  new  face  behind  the 
ineffectiveness. 


Question  of  the  Issue : 


How  do  you  think  the  Trump 
Administation  is  handling  the 
post-hurricane  relief  in  Puerto  Rico? 


Taylor  Harrington 


Roy  Zavala 


Chandler  Clark 


Mitch  Schoener 


“Puerto  Rico,  as  a 
potential  51st  state,  is 
receiving  objectively  less 
support  than  a  landed 
state  would. 


“1  think  he  could’ve 
handled  it  a  lot  better, 
because  he ’s  been 
neglecting  them,  just 
being  really  rude  to 
them.  He  seems  like  he 
doesn’t  care-  he’s  just 
there  to  look  good.  ” 


“I  think  it  was  very 
telling  when  Trump 
pulled  that  publicity 
stunt  about  a  month  ago 
or  something  like  that, 
where  he  went  to  Puerto 
Rico  and  started  throwing 
toiletries  and  paper  towels 
into  the  audience.  He 
made  sure  that  everyone 
was  recording  that,  every 
media  outlet  was  there  just 
to  see  him  do  that.  And  this 
was  after  he  had  already 
been  criticized  for  not 
helping  Puerto  Rico.  ” 


“I  mean,  one,  of 
course,  he  was  over 
there  in  Puerto  Rico  and 
all  that.  I  think  there 
was  some  sort  press 
conference  where  he  was 
over  there,  you  know, 
throwing  out  some  paper 
towels.  It’s  one  of  those 
things  where  it’s  like 
“Ok,  really?  ”  Out  of  all 
the  things  you  could  be 
doing,  you’re  just  over 
there  throwing  paper 
towels.  ” 
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A  follow-up:  The  best  advice  I  can  give 


are  some  wonderful,  free  services 
out  there.  And  by  out  there,  I 
mean  here  at  JJC.  The  counselors 
here  are  trained  psychologists  and 
can  help  with  exactly  this. 

If  you’re  uncomfortable  with 
talking  in  person,  there  are  a 
multitude  of  websites  that  can 
help.  7  Cups  of  Tea  is  a  free 
website  that  connects  you  to 
trained  listeners  and  offers 
services  that  can  help  you  find  a 
therapist. 

I  know  that  being  told  to  get 
help  can  feel  insulting,  annoying 
and  unnecessary.  But,  believe  me, 
it  really  can  help. 

The  first  step  towards  helping 
myself  and  truly  tackling  my 
demons  was  to  talk.  That’s  the 
only  reason  I’m  sharing  what 
1  am.  It’s  the  only  thing  I  can 
suggest,  because  it’s  the  only 
suggestion  that  gives  you  control. 

It  took  me  a  while  to  find  the 
right  therapist  and  psychiatrist, 
but  it’s  made  an  enormous 
difference  in  my  life. 

Even  though  I’ve  been  in 
therapy  for-  I  think  it’s  been 
around  12  years  now-  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  to  cope  or  how  to 
fix  things.  I  am  not  a  trained 
professional.  I’m  just  an  empath 
with  a  desire  to  help  as  many 
people  as  I  can. 

While  I  can’t  tell  you  what 
coping  mechanisms  to  use,  or 


what  medication  to  take  (don’t 
ever,  EVER,  self-medicate,  by 
the  way),  I  can  tell  you  what 
doesn’t  help.  I’ve  made  mistakes, 
and  I’ve  seen  the  people  I  love 
and  care  for  make  mistakes. 

I’m  not  preaching;  I’m  not 
lecturing.  Please  don’t  think  that 
I’m  just  talking  at  you  because 
I  believe  I’m  always  right. 
These  are  just  some  things  I’ve 
experienced  or  observed  along 
the  way. 

Don’t  harm  yourself.  There  is 
never  a  reason  to  punish  yourself 
or  hurt  yourself  or  screw  yourself 
over.  It’s  dangerous,  unhealthy 
and  doesn’t  solve  a  damn  thing. 

Don’t  push  the  ones  you  love 
away.  They  love  you  too  and  want 
to  see  you  get  better.  A  support 
system  is  critical  in  making 
progress.  A  healthy  support 
system  can  work  wonders.  One  of 
the  few  reasons  I’m  still  standing 
is  because  of  someone  very 
special  who  won’t  give  up  on  me. 

Don’t  run  from  your  problems. 
You  have  to  tackle  them,  again 
with  the  help  of  a  professional. 

Don’t  self-medicate.  I  cannot 
stress  this  or  repeat  this  enough. 
It  does  not  end  well.  The  answers 
are  not  found  at  the  bottom  of  a 
bottle,  inside  a  needle,  in  smoke, 
in  powder,  in  pills.  Don’t  self- 
medicate.  You  do  not  need  an 
addiction  on  top  ot  e\  erything 


else.  Do  not  self-medicate. 

In  a  similar  vein,  don’t  self- 
diagnose.  There  are  many 
kinds  of  diagnoses  out  there  for 
any  number  of  things.  Mental 
health  problems  are  not  easy  to 
understand  or  identify.  Again, 
I  refer  to  the  help  of  medical 
professionals. 

Don’t  wallow  in  sadness  or 
self-defeat.  While  you  shouldn’t 
run,  wallowing  and  accepting 
defeat  is  not  a  solution  either. 

Don’t  get  stuck  in  your  own 
head.  It’s  incredibly  hard  to  drag 
yourself  back  out  when  you  get 
caught  in  there. 

Don’t  ever  give  up.  It’s  a 
difficult  road,  battling  mental 
health  issues.  Believe  me,  I  know. 
It’s  hard  and  it’s  tiring,  but  it’s 
worth  every  single  second  to  feel 


better. 

I’ve  experienced  some  of  these 
mistakes,  and  seen  far  too  many 
of  them  made.  Nothing  I’ve  said 
not  to  do  helps.  I’ve  seen  the 
burnouts,  the  failures  and  the 
regrets  that  come  of  it. 

Do  what  works-  get  help. 

Seriously,  those  of  you  like 
me,  learn  from  mine  and  others’ 
mistakes.  And  to  those  of  you 
who  don’t  have  mental  health 
struggles,  keep  this  in  mind  in 
case  you  ever  do.  It’s  very  easy 
to  lose  your  grip  on  reality  if  you 
don’t. 

The  national  suicide  prevention 
hotline  is  1-800-273-8255.  Please 
use  it  if  you  need  to.  There  is 
always  another  tomorrow. 


Photo  by  Sean  O’Dell 
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By  Joseph  Crump 


Co-Editor 


If  you  read  my  column  in 
the  previous  issue,  you  might 
have  been  wanting  more  of  an 
explanation  from  me.  I’ve  had 
so  much  experience  with  the 
problem,  yet  I  didn’t  give  much 
advice  on  coping,  aside  from 
“just  keep  moving  forward.” 

Well,  here’s  the  follow-up  to 
that.  And  it’s  some  deceptively 
simple  advice:  get  help. 

Two  words-  that’s  the  beginning 
of  it  all.  Find  a  therapist,  a 
psychiatrist,  a  counselor-  anyone 
who  actually  knows  what  they’re 
doing  and  can  help  guide  you 
through  the  twisting  and  decrepit 
maze  that  is  mental  illness. 

If  you  don’t  have  the  financial 
means  to  see  a  professional,  there 
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USGS 


from  page  1 


Electric  Barrier  this  past  summer 
according  to  the  USGS,  concerns 
are  mounting. 

The  documentation  and  control 
of  these  carp  are  very  high  on 
Dr.  Calfee’s  list  of  priorities  as  a 
Supervisory  Research  Biologist. 

She  explained  that  “Invasive 
species  outcompete  natural 
species  in  an  ecosystem,  causing 
massive  amounts  of  trophic 
dynamic  changes”,  or  in  other 
words,  “eating  all  nutrients  that 
natural  species  would  consume.” 

Some  of  these  carp  can  grow 
up  to  24  to  30  inches,  and  when 
fully  grown  can  range  in  weight 
from  50  pounds  to  the  rare  but 
possible  100  pounds. 

Professor  Mills  added  that  a 
particularly  nasty  side-affect  to 
the  introduction  of  these  carp  is 
how  they  feed  on  “zooplankton, 
which  smaller,  pre-adolescent 


fishes  would  normally  consume 
to  promote  growth.  Without 
these  zooplankton,  that  doesn’t 
happen.” 

Dr.  Calfee  assured  during  her 
visit  that  many  different  kinds  of 
solutions  have  been  experimented 
with;  some  including  biochemical 
means,  others  including  nets. 

She  says  that  the  issue  with 
traditional  fishing  methods  is  that 
carp  do  not  bite  hooks,  as  they  are 
“filter  feeders”,  not  to  mention 
the  difficulty  in  traditional  netting 
methods. 

Computer  Information  Systems 
professor  and  tutor  Clint  Garwood 
was  also  present  during  the  Asian 
carp  supervillain  meetup. 

Garwood  has  partnered  up  with 
Mills  in  his  research  efforts,  and 
has  done  extensive  research  on 
the  fish  as  well. 

“Another  sticking  point  with 


these  carp  is  that  Americans  do 
not  eat  them”,  said  Garwood. 
“Overfishing  is  not  an  option,  as 
it  would  be  with  a  hook  biting 
fish.” 

One  more  issue  concerning 
chemical  methods  of  eradication 
would  be  the  collateral  damage 
dealt  to  the  natural  fish  population, 
according  to  Dr.  Calfee. 

“The  idea  is  to  refine  an  even 
more  specific  method  to  target 
the  invaders,  to  trap  and  remove 
Asian  carp  without  disruption 
of  natural  species,”  Dr.  Calfee 
went  on  to  say,  as  she  elaborated 
on  her  goals  regarding  the  carp 
conundrum. 

This  is  where  Mills’  novel  idea 
comes  into  play. 

His  idea:  create  an  amino 
acid-based  fish  stimulant  that 
works  outside  of  the  traditional 
senses  of  taste,  site  and  smell, 


all  the  while  utilizing  ambitious 
JJC  science  students  to  conduct 
original  research  on  the  matter. 

His  idea  is  to  stimulate  a 
feeding  response  in  the  carp, 
keeping  them  in  one  area  for  a 
few  moments,  long  enough  to 
effectively  net  them  in  bulk. 

“It  has  been  known  since  the 
1960’s  that  solvated  [amino 
acids],  when  introduced  to  an 
aquatic  environment,  can  initiate 
an  enhanced  feeding  response 
among  a  broad  cross-section 
of  fish,”  Mills  explained  while 
describing  the  nature  of  the 
research  to  be  conducted. 

He  is  expanding  upon  this 
knowledge  to  create  a  stimulant 
which  may  provide  a  much 
needed  solution  to  the  ever 
growing  problem  of  aquatically 
invasive  species  as  a  whole,  not 
just  the  Asian  carp. 


Student  research  at  JJC  has 
actually  already  been  underway 
for  several  years  in  the  form  of  a 
science  elective  students  can  take 
in  the  summer  semesters. 

Now  that  the  USGS  has  taken  a 
notice  of  Mills’  research,  students 
may  now  have  an  internship 
opportunity  on  campus.  Students 
should  contact  Dean  Sonya 
Williams,  as  well  as  Mills,  if 
they  are  interested  in  the  research 
opportunities  to  come. 

The  USGS  is  not  the  first 
prominent  institution  to  get 
involved,  as  Purdue  University, 
University  of  Milwaukee  and 
Southern  Illinois  University  have 
also  taken  notice. 

As  Dr.  Calfee  put  it,  “Asian 
carp  is  a  widespread,  national 
problem.  It  is  not  just  a  Great 
Lakes  issue.” 


Student  from  page 


They  are  hoping  to  soon  be 
involved  with  the  Big  Brothers 
Big  Sisters  program,  the  Salvation 
Army  and  area  retirement  homes. 

The  final  committee,  campus 
climate,  brainstormed  ways  to 
make  the  campus  more  engaging 
and  fun  for  students. 

Possible  dodgeball 

tournaments,  laser  tag  days  and 
open  gym  time  were  discussed. 

After  the  g,oat  committee 
meetings,  attendees  got  into 
groups  that  were  led  by  each 
member  of  the  Executive  Board. 

This  was  a  more  casual 
situation  where  students  can  bring 
up  their  ideas  in  a  small  group 
setting,  and  be  heard  directly  by 
the  member  who  may  be  the  best 
suited  to  answer  their  questions. 

Student  Government  President 
Eric  Diaz  was  pleased  with  the 
way  the  workshop  meeting  went. 

“Today  we  had  a  very 
successful  meeting,”  said  Diaz.  “I 
loved  the  flow  of  it.” 

He  also  explained  how  the  idea 
for  the  workshop  meetings  came 
to  be. 


‘‘We  said,  at  least  one  time 
during  the  month,  we’re  going 
to  do  something  where  people 
have  a  say,”  he  said.  “We  want  to 
generate  ideas  and  continuously 
do  things.” 

Also  during  the  meeting,  a 
video  Diaz  produced  was  shown. 
It  had  photos  from  all  of  the 
events  the  Student  Government 
has  put  on  or  contributed  to  this 
semester. 

Welcome  Week,  M ainstreet 
and  Stress  Relief  Week  were 
some  of  the  larger  events  featured 
in  the  video. 

The  Student  Government  also 
assisted  during  the  Haunted  5k 
Run  and  Walk  on  Oct.  22  and 
the  Trunk  or  Treat  event  on  Oct. 
27.  For  the  latter,  members  of  the 
club  judged  a  costume  contest  for 
the  children  in  attendance. 

But,  despite  the  growth  of  the 
organization,  Diaz  hopes  they 
can  accomplish  much  more  in  the 
coming  months,  and  hopefully 
have  an  impact  that  is  felt  for 
years. 

“My  hope  is  that,  once  I 


leave,  I  would  like  to  see  this 
organization  continuously  grow, 
and  become  even  more  than  it 
is  now.”  said  Diaz.  “It  takes  one 
person  to  believe  in  that  vision.” 

He  also  has  advice  for  students 
who  want  to  get  involved,  but 
may  be  hesitant. 

“You’re  going  to  have  those 


negative  thoughts,”  he  said.  “As 
long  as  you  just  push  forward, 
everything  is  going  to  be  okay  in 
the  end.” 

This  outlook  can  have  a  positive 
impact  on  Student  Government. 

“I’m  amazed  to  see  how  far  the 
group  has  come,”  said  Diaz. 

Student  Government  meets  in 


A- 1002  every  Thursday  afternoon 
from  3:00  until  around  4:00. 

Students  can  attend  the 
meetings  to  keep  up-to-date  on 
campus  events,  have  their  voices 
heard  and  participate  in  the 
workshop  meetings  when  they 
are  held. 
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Here, You  Are 

Join  The  Dual  Degree  Program 

Earn  your  associate  degree  from  JJC  and 
your  bachelor’s  degree  from  GSU  or  another 
institution.  You  also  can  compete  for  full 
tuition  scholarships  at  GSU. 
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Clubs  pair  with  Red  Cross  on  blood  drive 


by  Lauren  Bulow 

Staff  Writer 

Why  do  vampires  consider 
themselves  good  artists?  Because 
they  like  drawing  blood! 

And  there  was  a  lot  of 
blood  being  drawn  at  JJC  this 
Halloween  season.  About  112 
pints,  to  be  exact. 

And  no,  this  was  not  the  work 
of  vampires.  It  was  the  result  of  a 
fundraiser  for  two  of  JJC’s  clubs. 
Latinos  Unidos  and  Press  Pause, 
paired  with  the  Red  Cross. 

On  Oct.  23  and  24,  the  Red 
Cross  set  up  a  donation  site  on  the 


bridge,  one  of  the  main  arteries 
of  school.  There  were  veins  of 
people  eager  to  donate  their  blood 
to  help  those  in  need. 

For  each  pint  of  blood  donated 
to  the  Red  Cross,  $10  was  raised 
for  the  club  that  hosted  the  drive 
on  that  day. 

During  the  drive,  about  112 
people  donated  one  pint  of  their 
blood  to  the  Red  Cross,  helping 
countless  people. 

Latinos  Unidos  was  the  club 
that  hosted  on  Oct.  23. 

They  are  a  club  that  spreads 
awareness  of  Latino  Culture. 
With  the  money  raised,  they 
will  continue  to  support  Latino 


success  through  education, 
networking  and  leadership. 

On  Oct.  24,  Press  Pause 
hosted  the  blood  drive.  With  this 
money,  they  will  continue  to  raise 
awareness  and  encourage  those 
who  are  struggling  with  their 
mental  health  to  seek  help. 

Those  who  donated  did  so  for 
different  reasons. 

“My  blood  type  is  universal  (O 
negative),  so  this  way  I  get  to  help 
a  lot  more  people  than  a  specific 
group,”  said  JJC  student  Josee 
Angelas  tro. 

The  blood  donated  will  go  to 
the  Red  Cross,  where  the  blood 

will  be  separatedinto  red  blood 


cells,  platelets  and  plasma  for 
transfusions 

Then  they  are  sent  for  testing. 

The  Red  Cross  tests  each  unit 
to  establish  the  blood  type  and  to 
make  sure  there  are  no  infectious 
diseases  in  the  sample. 

Once  the  test  results  come 
back  and  the  units  are  cleared,  the 
red  cells,  platelets  and  plasma  are 
stored  and  ready  for  distribution. 

There  is  always  a  need  for 
blood. 

The  Red  Cross  estimates 
that  about  every  two  seconds, 
someone  in  the  United  States  is 
in  dire  need  of  blood.  A  single 
car  accident  victim  may  need  as 


many  as  100  pints  of  blood. 

Sickle  cell  disease  affects 
around  90,000  to  1 00,000  people 
across  the  nation,  and  these 
patients  require  frequent  blood 
transfusions,  three  pints  of  blood 
per  transfusion,  throughout  their 
lives. 

By  donating  to  the  Red  Cross, 
you  are  able  to  save  lives. 

There  are  still  more 
opportunities  to  donate  blood  at 
JJC.  On  Feb.  12  and  13,  the  Red 
Cross  will  be  on  the  bridge  again, 
from  9  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 

Ifyouare  interested  in  donating, 
you  can  make  an  appointment 
online  or  wait  in  line. 


Professor  Cen:  Intellectual  addition  to  JJC  faculty 


By  Sean  O’Dell 

Copy  Editor 

New  JJC  faculty  member 
Osman  Cen  has  an  interesting 
resume. 

He  holds  a  Ph.D.  in 
microbiology,  focusing  on 
Cytoskeleton  receptor  signaling. 
He  has  performed  research  at 
the  academic  level  in  several 
areas.  These  include  using 
bioinformatics  to  analyze  data, 
work  in  the  development  of  NKT 
cells,  research  in  the  treatment  of 
EBV-associated  lymphoma,  as 
well  as  research  on  nanoparticle 
use  for  lymphoma  treatment  on 
the  whole. 

Cen  is  certainly  a  well  versed 
microbiologist  and  intellectual,  as 
well  as  a  new  faculty  member  of 
the  JJC  science  department. 

Originally  from  Turkey,  Cen 
came  to  the  United  States  and 
earned  his  Master’s  degree  at  IIT. 
From  there,  he  went  on  to  earn  his 
Ph.D.  in  Microbiology  from  UT 
Galveston. 

In  recent  years,  Cen  has  worked 
at  various  colleges  in  Illinois. 

“I  worked  as  a  research 
Scientist  at  Northwestern  for 
11  years,”  Cen  said.  “I  also 
worked  as  an  adjunct  professor 
in  Microbiology  at  the  college  of 
Dupage  for  the  past  seven  to  eight 
years.” 

After  arriving  at  JJC,  Cen 
realized  that  he  enjoys  the  student 
diversity  and  interaction  he  has 


found  while  on  campus. 

“During  my  interview  [at  JJC], 

I  felt  that  the  student  to  professor 
interactions  were  more  organic 
than  what  is  found  in  other 
colleges,”  Cen  said. 

Cen,  who  earned  the  title 
of  Valedictorian  during  his 
high  school  and  undergraduate 
academic  career,  says  that  he  has 
always  had  a  curious  mind  and  a 
love  for  human  interaction. 

“I  love  to  induce  curiosity  and 
learning  in  students,”  Cen  said, 
while  recalling  what  drives  his 
motivation  to  teach  science. 

As  a  research  scientist  with  a 
diverse  background  in  subjects 
(all  of  which  are  booming  fields 
of  innovative  research),  he  shared 
some  very  practical  advice  for 
undergraduate  students  of  science 
whose  aspirations  call  them 
beyond  the  textbook. 

Although  it  may  be  nice  to 
pigeonhole  one’s  self  and  ignore 
subjects  that  may  be  difficult  or 
unnecessary,  students  who  are 
considering  a  career  in  research 
one  day  should  reevaluate  their 
foolproof  plans  of  only  studying 
their  favorite  thing. 

“When  you  are  student,  you 
may  feel  like  you  are  on  top  of 
the  world,  like  you  have  all  of  the 
answers  for  what  you  would  like 
to  do,”  Cen  said. 

He  advises  to  remember 
that  “you  are  still  struggling  to 
understand  what  is  happening 
around  you.” 


Professor  Osman  Cen 

For  the  student  who  has  ever 
been  met  with  frustration  after 
hours  of  wrestling  with  a  difficult 
science  concept  or  equation,  Cen 
offers  some  practical  advice. 

“The  more  you  understand 
something,  the  more  you  can  tell 
instinctually  if  you  like  it  or  not. 
It  is  at  that  point  you  make  your 
decision.” 


In  other  words,  students  should 
do  their  due  diligence  to  not  give 
up  on  understanding  a  tough 
concept  too  soon.  A  decision  to 
move  on  from  a  subject  for  good 
can  only  be  made  with  integrity 
when  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  subject  has  been  reached  first. 

In  case  it  is  not  apparent  yet, 
JJC  has  been  lucky  enough  to 


Photo  courtesy  of  Professor  Cen 

hit  the  intellectual  jackpot  with 
the  newest  addition  to  its  natural 
sciences  faculty. 

Cen  is  currently  an  assistant 
Microbiology  professor  at  the 
Main  Campus,  as  well  as  an 
adjunct  assistant  professor  at 
Northwestern. 
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The  clothing  in  the  store  was 
acquired  through  donations, 
according  to  Phan. 

“Most  of  it  is  through  the 
college  itself.  We  have  a  lot  of 
professors,  advisors,  even  Doctor 
Judy  Mitchell-  she  gave  a  couple 
[articles]  of  clothing,”  she  said. 
“Most  of  it  is  going  door-to-door 
and  asking  for  donations.” 

The  project  started  up  in  March, 
according  to  Mark  Kaufman, 
the  faculty  advisor  for  Phi  Theta 
Kappa.  The  project  was  initially 
suggested  by  David  Nayes  (sp?), 
the  Dean  of  Academic  Excellence. 

“He  brought  this  suggestion  to 
the  students,  and  they  considered 
it  among  many  other  on-campus 
service  options,”  said  Kaufman. 
“And  they  decided  this  was 
the  best  to  give  back  to  the 
community,  in  terms  of  students 
who  might  need  to  rent  or  to  buy 
a  suit  or  a  dress  for  a  presentation 
or  for  an  interview  or  any  other 
sort  of  productive  purposes.” 

One  of  the  four  core  values 
of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  service. 


and  the  group  does  a  yearly  on- 
campus  and  off-campus  service 
project-  this  being  the  year’s  on- 
campus. 

“This  is  something  we  can  use 
to  give  our  students  consistent 
service  hours,”  said  Kaufman. 
“Some  of  it’s  still  a  work  in 
progress,  but  we’re  getting  it 
started  and  learning  as  we  go. 
We’re  very  excited.” 

There  are  plans  to  expand  the 
store  and  spread  its  influence 
if  the  store  gains  traction  and 
attention. 

“We’re  hoping  that  the  more  we 
get  this  out,  the  more  it’s  known, 
and  the  more  students  utilize  it, 
we’re  thinking  about  opening 
another  store  on  Romeoville 
campus,”  said  Phan. 

She  added  that  if  the  store 
grows  big  enough,  they  might 
open  it  up  the  general  public. 

The  workforce  department 
which  previously  occupied  the 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  clothing  store 
has  been  moved  to  U  building,  in 
room  U2012. 


Photo  by  Joseph  Crump 


Student  Cindy  Phan  and  Prof.  Marc  Kaufman  open  the  PTK  store  on  Oct.  20. 


JJC  hosts  Trunk  or  Treat  event  for  community 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 


Co-Editor 

Candy,  cars  and  costumes  were 
all  present  in  JJC’s  S-l  parking 
lot  on  Friday,  Oct.  27. 

They  were  there  for  Trunk 
or  Treat,  which  mixes  trick  or 
treating  and  tailgating. 

The  event  was  held  from  4 
p.m.  until  6,  and  attendance  was 
notable,  considering  the  cold 
weather. 

With  the  temperature  starting 
in  the  low  40s,  and  dropping 
as  the  sun  set,  many  costumes 
were  covered  up  with  jackets  and 
sweatshirts. 

Cars  representing  various  JJC 
clubs  and  organizations  were 
lined  up,  the  trunks  decorated  and 
stuffed  with  candy. 


There  were  also  many  eye¬ 
catching  costumes. 

There  was  a  minion  or  two, 
several  Mickey  Mouses,  a  LEGO 
ninja  and  many  Marvel  characters 
marveling  at  the  selection  of 
candy  and  decorations. 

Karaoke  was  set  up  near  a  DJ 
booth,  where  people  huddled 
together  to  stay  warm  while 
belting  out  Halloween-themed 
songs. 

JJC  mascot  Wily  Wolf  lip 
synched  to  the  Warren  Zevon  hit 
“Werewolves  of  London.” 

Attendees  could  also  pick 
pumpkins,  decorate  and  paint 
them,  get  their  faces  painted  and 
make  masks. 

JJC’s  Student  Government  was 
also  on  hand  to  host  and  judge 
costume  contests.  The  winner  got 
their  pick  of  a  prize. 


Mi, 


Harassment,  Notice  of 
Trespass 

Melvin  J.  Stroop,  Joliet ,  was 
recently  arrested  for  one  count 
of  harassment  through  electronic 
communication,  according  to 
JJC  police.  A  concerned  parent 
called  in  to  state  her  children 
were  receiving  threatening 
messages  over  SnapChat  from 
Melvin,  along  with  photos  of 
him  holding  a  gun. 

He  was  formally  processed, 
photographed,  fingerprinted  and 
released  on  a  $1,500  I-Bond 
and  given  a  court  date  for  Dec. 
13,  2017.  A  Notice  of  Trespass 
was  also  issued  from  all  JJC 
properties. 


In-state  warrant  arrest 

Bryanna  M.  Voights, 
Manhattan,  was  recently  arrested, 
booked  and  released  on  an  in¬ 
state  warrant,  according  to  JJC 
police.  She  was  transported  to  JJC 
PD,  where  she  bonded  out  after 
posting  $1,000  US  currency,  in 
addition  to  a  $75  administration 
fee. 

In-state  warrant  arrest 

Summerjoi  Smith,  Plainfield, 
was  arrested  during  a  request  for 
motorist  assistance  when  it  was 
discovered  she  had  an  In-State 
Warrant,  according  to  JJC  police. 
She  was  placed  under  arrest 
and  taken  to  Will  County  Adult 
Detention  Facility. 


For  many  families,  trunk  or 
treat  events  are  a  simple  and  safe 
alternative  to  traditional  trick  or 
treating. 

They  are  obviously  more  easily 
regulated  and  observed,  given 
their  smaller  area.  Also,  those 

who  are  gjyjng  out  candy  can  be 

more  easily  monitored. 

Especially  with  Halloween 
“pranksters”  putting  dangerous 
substances  and  objects  into  candy, 
trunk  or  treating  is  an  easy  way  to 
make  sure  your  candy  is  safe  and 
unaltered. 

It  is  also  a  helpful  alternative 


for  people  who  may  live  in  rural 
communities,  or  other  areas  not 
suited  for  door-to-door  trick  or 
treating. 

Trunk  or  treating  also  allows 
for  creative  freedom  from 
the  vendors,  many  of  whom 
decorated  their  trunks  with 
specific  themes  that  correlated 
with  their  costumes. 

As  for  JJC’s  role,  trunk  or 
treating  is  a  good  way  to  become 
more  involved  in  the  surrounding 
area. 

This  has  also  been  a  goal  for 
Student  Government,  and  their 


presence  at  community  events 
can  help  spread  their  influence  off 
campus  and  into  the  community. 

There  were  other  trunk  or 
treating  events  that  took  place 
around  the  Joliet  area  this 
Halloween  season,  too. 

Joliet’s  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Route  66  Raceway  and 
the  University  of  Saint  Francis 
held  similar  events. 

So  for  those  who  do  not  like 
knocking  on  strangers’  doors  and 
asking  for  candy,  approaching 
their  cars  is  acceptable  now,  as 
long  as  they  are  expecting  it. 


Contestants  prepare  for  the  costume  contest  on  Oct.  27. 


Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 
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Jazzing  it  up  in  the  JJC  theatre 


The  stage  is  set  for  the  JJC  Faculty  Jazz  Quintet  on  Oct.  15.  Photo  by  Kylie  Jump 


By  Kylie  Jump 

Staff  Writer 

From  the  moment  attendees 
of  the  “Musica  Viva:  Faculty 
Jazz  Quintet  Concert”,  walked 
through  the  doors  of  the  JJC 
Theater  on  Sunday,  Oct.  15, 
they  could  tell  the  stage  was  set 
for  a  lovely  evening  filled  with 
talented  musicians. 

The  metal  on  the  saxophone 
and  drum  set  glistened  in  the  stage 
light,  while  the  polished  wood  of 
the  upright  bass  and  grand  piano 
glowed  with  anticipation  of  being 
played. 

As  the  lights  dimmed,  a  hush 
fell  over  the  theater.  Once  the 
musicians  took  the  stage,  each 
instrument  broke  out  into  its  own 
correlating  rhythm.  They  filled 
the  room  with  the  swinging  music 
that  can  only  be  described  as  jazz. 

JJC  alumnus  John  Lauler’s 
steady  rhythms  on  the  upright 
bass,  backed  by  Professor  Adam 
Cowger’s  beats  delivered  by  his 
drums  and  cymbals,  provided 
the  foundation  for  the  quintet’s 
music. 

Professor  Steven  Jacobson’s 
harmonizing  guitar  and  Professor 
David  Nuccio’s  skilled  piano  took 
turns  carrying  the  primary  melody 
with  the  band’s  director  Professor 
Rich  Moore’s  saxophone. 

Being  professors,  the  quintet 
did  not  waste  the  opportunity  to 
impart  useful  knowledge  on  their 
audience. 

Moore  took  the  opportunity  to 
compare  the  improvisation  in  jazz 
to  that  of  everyday  conversation. 

Fie  left  the  audience  with 
the  knowledge  that  everyone 
improvises,  and  Jazz  is  just  an 
extension  of  that  improvisation  in 
the  form  of  melodies. 

Each  musician  certainly 
showed  great  skill  with  their 


abilities  to  improvise  in  order 
to  create  such  spectacular  jazz 
arrangements. 

But  what  got  these  great 
teachers  and  musicians  into  the 
art  of  music? 

Cowger  and  Moore  shared 
what  inspired  them  to  pursue 
their  music. 

“I  saw  David  Sanborn  on  TV 
when  I  was  seven  and  I  said  I 
want  to  do  that  for  a  living,” 
said  Moore.  “And  so  I  did.  I 
started  playing  when  I  was  10, 
now  many  years  later  I  get  the 
opportunity  to  bring  this  music  to 
the  community.” 

“I  started  playing  piano  when  I 
was  10  years  old.  I  got  into  drums 


shortly  after  that,”  said  Cowger. 
“The  thing  that  got  me  into  jazz 
was  I  had  this  really  fantastic 
teacher.” 

“I  come  from  North  Dakota 
and  was  really  fortunate  to  have 
a  really  amazing  drum  teacher 
up  there  that  really  exposed  me 
to  the  music  and  got  me  really 
passionate  about  it.” 

After  the  concert,  JJC  student 
Tonia  Mcguinn  gave  her  opinion 
of  the  performance. 

“It  was  amazing,”  she  said. 
“I’ve  never  heard  this  stuff  live 
before,  so  it  was  really  amazing 
to  see  these  guys  come  together 
with  that  much  experience  and  do 
this  for  free.” 


“That’s  what’s  amazing  about 
Musica  Viva  because  there  are 
people  who  spend  tons  of  money 
just  to  see  that  and  experience  it 
live.” 

Professor  Phillip  Spencer,  who 
coordinates  the  Musica  Viva 
series,  is  happy  the  community 
appreciates  the  concerts. 

“We  are  very  proud  of  the 
fact  that  [Musica  Viva]  is 
the  only  professional  concert 
series  to  our  knowledge  in  the 
whole  Chicagoland  area  that’s 
completely  professional  and 
entirely  free  of  charge,”  he  said. 

He  went  on  to  share  some  of 
his  goals  for  the  future  Musica 
Viva  concerts. 


“This  is  my  third  year  of 
directing  the  Musica  Viva  series, 
and  I  am  trying  to  make  it  as 
diverse  as  possible  by  adding 
some  jazz,  classical,  world  music, 
ensembles,  soloists,”  Spencer 
said. 

“And  that’s  my  goal,  to  offer 
the  community  something  that 
really  no  one  offers  in  under  the 
same  conditions.” 

If  you  missed  this  concert,  the 
next  one  in  the  Musica  Viva  series 
on  Nov.  5„  which  will  be  featuring 
a  professional  chamber  choir  and 
will  be  held  at  St.  Joseph  Catholic 
Church  in  downtown  Joliet. 


MYSO  performs  Russian  pieces 


Byadamtumino 

Co-Editor 

The  hallways  of  JJC  echoed 
with  the  sounds  of  Prokofiev, 
Borodin,  Musorgsky  and  other 
Russian  composers  on  Sunday 
evening. 

The  Metropolitan  Youth 
Symphony  Orchestra  (MYSO) 
held  a  concert  in  JJC’s  Fine  Arts 
Theatre  on  Oct.  29,  playing  a 
program  of  all-Russian  music. 

Paul  Manafort  jokes  aside,  the 
music  of  some  of  Russia’s  most 
prolific  composers  was  featured. 

Russia  was  the  site  of  an  iconic 
movement  in  classical  music  in 
the  19th  and  early  20th  Centuries. 

Beginning  with  “The  Mighty 
Five”  in  the  mid- 1800s,  Russian 
music  became  a  distinct  entity, 
mixing  Russian  folk  music  with 
the  more  popular  classical  themes 
of  the  Romantic  era. 

Two  of  these  five  composers 
were  featured  in  the  MYSO’s 
set.  Alexander  Borodin’s  “In  the 
•'es  of  Central  Asia”  and 


Modest  Musorgsky’s  “Great 
Gate  of  Kiev  from  Pictures  at  an 
Exhibition”  were  played  in  the 
concert’s  second  half. 

The  program  began  with  a 
piano  concerto  by  the  great 
20th  century  composer  Sergei 
Prokofiev.  The  MYSO  featured 
a  guest  musician,  pianist  Tomasz 
Robak,  for  this  piece. 

Prokofiev  himself  was  a 
virtuosic  pianist,  and  Robak 
played  the  parts  very  admirably. 
His  right  hand  flew  up  and  down 
the  keyboard  as  his  left  hand 
hammered  out  the  dissonant, 
sometimes  aggressive  chords 
favored  by  many  Russian 
composers. 

After  the  lengthy  concerto,  an 
intermission  took  place  before 
the  MYSO  played  their  final  six 
selections. 

Borodin’s  previously 

mentioned  “In  the  Steppes  of 
Central  Asia”  is  a  mystical 
sounding  piece  that  is  heavy  on 
strings  and  woodwinds. 

It  was  followed  by  another 


Prokofiev  piece,  his  famous 
“Romeo  and  Juliet  Suite.”  Though 
fellow-Russian  Tchaikovsky’s 
“Romeo  and  Juliet”  is  more  well- 
known,  Prokofiev’s  piece  does 
not  exactly  pale  in  comparison. 

Dmitri  Shostakovich’s  “Polka 
for  the  Golden  Age  Ballet”  was 
next,  followed  by  Musorgsky’s 
“Gate.” 

This  booming  piece  of  music, 
from  Musorgsky’s  “Pictures  at  an 


Exhibition”  is  Russian  music  at 
its  most  bombastic  and  thrilling. 

Another  Prokofiev  followed 
suit,  and  led  into  a  finale  fit  for 
a  Cossack. 

“The  Russian  Sailor’s  Dance” 
from  Reinhold  Gliere’s  “The  Red 
Poppy”  brought  the  concert  to  a 
rousing  close. 

The  MYSO  is  conducted  by 
Lawrence  Sisk,  who  took  over 
the  role  in  1991.  Sisk  is  a  music 


professor  and  Chair  of  the  Music 
Department  at  nearby  Lewis 
University.  1991  was  also  the  first 
year  the  MYSO  was  centered  in 
Joliet,  moving  from  Chicago. 

Founded  in  1959,  the  MYSO 
has  members  ranging  in  age  from 
12  to  21. 

They  will  return  to  JJC  on 
March  18,  2018  during  their 
spring  schedule.  Tickets  will  be 
$10  at  the  door. 


The  MYSO  warms  up  before  the  concert  on  Oct.  29.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


Reach  Your 
Full  Potential. 

You’ll  find  a  warm  welcome  and  a  friendly  community 
at  Elmhurst  College.  More  than  500  students  transfer 
to  Elmhurst  every  year,  so  we  understand  your 
needs— and  we’re  committed  to  helping  you  reach 
your  full  potential. 

Money  and  Forbes  magazines  rank  Elmhurst  among 
the  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all  transfer 
students  receive  scholarship  support. 


OPEN  HOUSE 

November  11 

Check-in  and  scheduled  events  begin 
at  8:30  a.m. 

Meet  faculty  and  students,  learn  about 
admission  and  scholarships,  and  explore 
the  campus! 


RSVP  at  elmhurst.edu/openhouse 


ELMHURST  IS  COMING  TO 
JOLIET  JUNIOR  COLLEGE! 
November  30 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
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'The  Elephant  Man'  coming  to  JJC  stage 


by  becca  Dvorak 

Copy  Editor 

The  JJC  Theatre  is  holding 
what  is  expected  to  be  yet  another 
great  performance  next  month, 
and  the  anticipation  for  opening 
night  is  very  high. 

“The  Elephant  Man”  is  the  next 
play  to  come  to  the  Black  Box 
Theatre  here  on  campus. 

Directed  by  Clay  Kirkland, 
“The  Elephant  Man”  follows  the 
original  script  written  by  Bernard 
Pomerance  and  the  true  story  of 
John  Merrick  and  his  struggle 
throughout  life  with  a  unique 
deformity. 

The  story  was  also  given  a  film 
adaptation  in  1980  starring  John 
Hurt,  Anthony  Hopkins  and  Anne 
Bancroft.  It  was  nominated  for 
eight  Academy  Awards,  including 
Best  Actor  for  Hurt’s  portrayal  of 
Merrick. 

The  story  begins  with  a  rookie 
surgeon  stumbling  upon  a  freak 
show  in  London  promoting  their 
top  act,  John  Merrick,  known  as 
The  Elephant  Man.  Developing 
an  interest  in  Merrick’s  condition. 
Dr.  Frederick  Treves  insists  that 
he  must  study  him. 

Of  course  there’s  a  lot  more 
to  the  story,  including  Merrick 
getting  kicked  out  of  the  freak 
show,  his  repugnant  appearance 


causing  riots  in  the  streets  of 
London,  Merrick  rejoining  the 
freak  show  and  the  appalling, 
emotionless  thoughts  individuals 
are  not  afraid  to  shout. 

Although  the  script  is  not 
a  comedy  or  romance,  it  is 
uplifting,  and  offers  a  message  to 
the  ignorant  people  of  the  world. 

“We  can  learn  from  the  way  we 
treat  others  and  the  way  we  see 
ourselves,”  Kirkland  said  while 
discussing  the  plot. 

The  cast  for  the  play  will  have 
a  lot  of  demanding  performances 
to  deliver. 

Noah  Garcia,  playing  the 
iconic  title  character,  will  have 
a  lot  of  physical  difficulties.  The 
role  of  Merrick  calls  for  flawed 
movements  and  a  mindset  that 
Garcia  will  have  to  prepare  for 
intensely. 

Garcia  will  also  have  to  help 
build  the  disfigured  persona  so 
the  audience  can  help  understand 
the  true  image  of  Merrick  since 
the  script  calls  for  no  makeup. 

But  performing  the  play  itself 
will  be  challenging.  For  the  first 
portion  of  rehearsal,  the  cast 
practice  six  days  a  week.  But  the 
last  two  weeks  leading  up  to  the 
play  calls  for  rehearsal  every  day 
until  opening  night. 

Thankfully  the  cast  is  used  to 
this  much  work  hard  work. 


Three  of  the  cast  members 
are  returning  alumni  along  with 
several  returning  actors  from 
previous  plays.  Of  course,  there 
will  be  fresh  faces  on  the  line  up. 

The  original  script  calls  for 
double  casting,  actors  playing 
more  than  one  role  in  the  play.  So 


do  not  be  surprised  when  some  of 
the  faces  blend  together. 

With  the  amount  of  work, 
time,  and  dedication  the  cast  has 
put  into  the  rehearsal  it’ll  be  no 
surprise  that  the  play  will  be  a 
complete  success. 

The  play  will  open  Nov.  9,  and 


continue  through  Nov.  12,  and 
the  Nov.  1 6  through  1 9.  Evening 
showings  will  start  at  7:30  p.m., 
along  with  daytime  showings  at  2 
p.m.  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 
So  mark  your  calendars. 


Showtimes 

Nov.  9-11  and  16-18 

7:30pm 

Nov.  11-12  and  18-19 

2:00pm 

Ticket  Information 

General  Public 
$8 

Students  $3 

Senior  Citizens, 
Faculty/Staff  $5 

CONCORDIA 

UNIVERSITY 

CHICAGO 


7400  Augusta  Street  |  River  Forest,  IL  60305-1 499  |  877-CUChicago  (877-282-4422)  |  Admission@CUChicago.edu 


ConcordiaUniversityChicago 

Inspiring  faith,  learning  and  leadership 


Learn  more  about  new  undergraduate  and  graduate  programs 
in  game  design,  animation  and  cybersecurity. 


CUChicago.edu/go-tech 
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'Snowman'  falls  to  pieces 


Fats  Domino  In  1962  Photo  courtesy  of  Wikimediacommons 


Fats  Domino  dies  at 
89  of  natural  causes 


By  Becca  Dvorak 

Copy  Editor 

The  month  of  October  normally 
brings  great  costumes,  delicious 
candy  and  shocking  horror 
movies.  But,  The  Snowman  is 
probably  the  worst  thing  October 
has  ever  had  to  offer. 

The  plot  itself  seems  as  though 
it’s  missing  almost  everything  in 
need  for  it  to  truly  be  labeled  a 
movie,  and  the  acting  is  not  much 
better. 

The  Snowman’s  plot  tells  the 
story  of  a  Norwegian  elite  squad 
detective  investigating  a  strange 
murder  during  the  first  snow  of 
the  winter.  Det.  Harry  Hole  fears 
it’s  the  return  of  the  infamous 
decade  old  killer  “the  snowman.” 
So  with  the  help  of  a  rookie  cop. 
Hole  must  work  fast  to  outwit 
the  killer  and  bring  an  end  to  the 
horrendous  murders. 

This  seems  like  it  could  end  up 
being  quite  an  interesting  movie 
to  watch  with  the  folks.  Maybe 
it  wouldn’t  be  the  first  choice  for 
a  horror  film  but  it’s  definitely 
acceptable. 

If  your  innocent  little  brain 
was  thinking  this,  let  me  prove 
just  how  wrong  you  truly  are. 

Not  a  single  scene  works  as 
anything  more  than  a  waste  of 
production  time  and  money.  As 
the  story  continues,  the  thrills 
become  less,  well,  thrilling. 


The  horrors  transform  from 
truly  horrendous  to  hilariously 
apologetic  cliches.  Even  with 
such  an  outstanding  group  of 
actors  starring  in  this  film,  it 
seems  as  though  the  director  just 
threw  something  together  so  he 
could  go  on  lunch  break  early. 

With  Michael  Fassbender 
performing  the  lead  role  as 
Det.  Harry  Hole  and  Rebecca 
Ferguson  as  the  rookie  cop 
Katrine  Bratt,  the  chemistry  is  all 
but  missing. 

Throughout  the  film  you 
get  the  sense  that  the  two  are 
working  at  a  fast  pace  so  they  can 
quickly  cut  to  break  and  run  from 
each  other. 

And  as  for  the  rest  of  the  cast, 
J.K.  Simmons’  performance 
is  anything  but  believable 
throughout  the  entire  film.  And 


Chloe  Sevigny  seemed  to  work 
best  on  American  Horror  Story, 
where  television  acting  is  taken 
seriously. 

Should  1  also  mention  that  Val 
Kilmer  tried  to  make  a  comeback 
through  this  film?  1  cannot  truly 
emphasize  the  word  “tried” 
enough  here. 

For  a  brief  summary,  do  not 
waste  your  money  on  this  film 
unless  you  are  honestly  just 
looking  for  a  darkly  lit  room  to 
nap  in  between  classes.  There  are 
way  better  things  to  waste  your 
paychecks  on. 

So  enjoy  Halloween  by 
watching  classic  horror  films,  not 
watching  Fassbender  run  through 
snow  chasing  a  ridiculous  case  or 
Kilmer  trying  to  show  off  how 
“slim”  he  has  gotten. 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

Iconic  rock  and  roll  pianist 
and  singer  Fats  Domino  died 
on  Oct.  24  at  his  Louisiana 
home.  He  was  89. 

He  began  his  career  playing 
around  New  Orleans  as  a  young 
teenager,  before  climbing  into 
the  rock  and  roll  charts  in  the 
early  1950s,  emerging  as  one 
of  the  genre’s  pioneers. 

Two  of  his  biggest  hits  were 
1955’s  “Ain’t  That  a  Shame” 
and  a  1956  version  of  the  song 
“Blueberry  Hill.” 

He  inspired  numerous 


musicians  and  bands,  perhaps 
most  notably  influencing  The 
Beatles. 

A  New  Orleans  staple,  Domino 
lost  most  of  his  possessions 
in  Hurricane  Katrina,  and  was 
rumored  to  have  been  killed  by 
the  storm. 

He  was  married  to  Rosemary 
Hall  from  1948  until  her  death 
in  2008,  and  the  couple  had  eight 
children. 

He  was  enshrined  into 
the  Rhythm  and  Blues  Music 
Hall  of  Fame  in  2012,  and  his 
song  “The  Fat  Man”  was  entered 
into  the  Grammy  Hall  of  Fame  in 
2015. 


Michael  Fassbender  Photo  courtesy  oflMDB 


Attention  Sports  Fans! 

The  Blazer  is  always  looking  for  people  to  cover  JJC  sports. 

If  you  are  interested  in: 


Basketball  Baseball  Softball 

Soccer  Volleyball  Wrestling 


Crosscountry 


If  you  already  watch  sports,  why  not  write  about  them? 


Contact  The  Blazer  today! 


815-280-2313  blazermail@jjc.edu 


jjcblazer.com 
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'Luke'  still  'Cool'  after  all  these  years 


We  Offer: 

•  Planning  with  a  knowledgeable 
North  Central  transfer  counselor 

•  Smooth  transfer  of  credit 

•  Generous  transfer  academic 
scholarships  and  financial  aid 


Learn  More! 

Visit  North  Central  College 

Transfer  Information  Sessions 

(group  setting) 

Upcoming  dates:  September  29, 
October  14,  October  27,  November  21 


(Student  Transfer  Organizational  Plan) 

•  Individual  setting 

•  Daytime,  evening  and  Saturt 
options 


Customized  Visits 

•  Individual  setting 

•  Weekdays 


For  more  information  and  to  request  a  visit, 

go  to  northcentralcollege.edu/transfer- 
visit  or  call  630-637-5800 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

The  year  1967  was  a 
monumental  one  for  American 
film  and  popular  culture. 

The  American  public  turned 
against  the  war  in  Vietnam,  and 
were  gathering  in  the  streets  to 
promote  peace  and  love. 

And  social  nonconformity 
was  beginning  to  be  represented 
in  popular  music  and  movies  in 
a  major  way. 

Some  of  the  best  films  of 
1967  dealt  with  social  issues  and 
nonconformity.  “In  the  Heat  of 
the  Night,”  “Bonnie  and  Clyde,” 
“The  Graduate”  and  “Guess 
Who’s  Coming  to  Dinner”  are 
some  of  the  most  well-known 
examples. 

But  perhaps  the  crown  jewel 
of  1967  is  the  now  iconic  film 
“Cool  Hand  Luke.” 

It  was  released  on  Nov.  1, 
1967,  exactly  50  years  ago. 

It  stars  Paul  Newman  as 
Lucas  Jackson,  one  of  the  most 
complex  and  vexing  characters 
in  film  history. 

The  movie  starts  as  Luke  is 
arrested  for  cutting  the  tops  off 
of  parking  meters.  He  does  not 
take  the  money,  but  just  cuts  off 
the  tops  and  sets  them  gently 
next  to  the  meter. 

He  is  sentenced  to  two  years 


on  a  chain  gang  in  a  prison  in 
the  deep  South.  There  he  meets 
the  rest  of  the  film’s  important 
characters. 

There  is  the  hulking  Dragline, 
a  veteran  of  the  chain  gang  who 
has  become  their  de  facto  leader. 
Dragline  is  played  by  George 
Kennedy,  who  won  an  Academy 
Award  for  Best  Supporting  Actor 
for  his  work. 

Some  of  the  other  men  are 
played  by  faces  that  became  more 
familiar  in  the  following  years. 

Dennis  Hopper,  who  two  years 
later  directed  and  starred  in  the 
iconic  “Easy  Rider,”  and  the 
well-known  character  actor  Harry 
Dean  Stanton  have  minor  roles. 

Strother  Martin  plays  the 
prison  warden.  Martin  stands 
5’7”  and  was  nearing  50  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  the  film.  His 
character’s  voice  is  high-pitched 
and  heavily  accented. 

Although  the  warden  is  not 
physically  intimidating,  Martin 
exceptionally  plays  the  character 
with  a  subdued  sense  of  menace 
and  sadism. 

He  also  delivers  the  film’s 
immortal  line,  “what  we  have 
here,  is  failure  to  communicate.” 

But  Luke  is  obviously  the 
focus  of  the  film. 

He  is  a  fascinating  character. 
He  has  no  obvious  reasons  for 
doing  the  things  he  does.  He  has 
no  convictions  or  desires. 


Luke  just  does  things.  He  does 
not  need  a  reason.  He  eats  50 
hardboiled  eggs  in  an  hour.  Why? 
Because  he  could. 

He  stages  escape  attempts.  He 
is  always  caught  eventually,  but 
he  still  tries.  Why?  Because  he’s 
bored. 

Despite  his  enigmatic  ways, 
the  other  prisoners  soon  look  up 
to  Luke.  They  elevate  him  to  a 
Godlike  position,  looking  to  him 
for  guidance  and  acceptance. 

Luke  wants  no  part  of  their 
admiration,  especially  after  he  is 
returned  to  prison  after  one  of  his 
escape  attempts  fails. 

He  tries  to  tell  them  off,  but 
they  won’t  hear  it. 

It  is  not  until  Luke  is  broken 
by  the  guards  and  grovels  at  their 
feet  that  he  loses  the  respect  of  the 
men. 

Much  has  been  made  about 
the  film’s  religious  imagery, 
especially  surrounding  Luke. 

After  the  famous  egg  scene, 
he  lays  out  on  the  table.  His  arms 
are  outstretched,  legs  crossed  at 
the  ankles  and  the  eggshells  are 
arranged  in  a  circle  around  his 
head. 

At  the  very  end  of  the  film,  a 
photo  of  Luke  is  superimposed 
over  the  image  of  a  country  road 
intersection,  placing  him  on  the 
cross. 

Luke  was  to  these  men  what 
Jesus  is  to  many  people. 


He  arrived  into  their  lives 
during  hard  times.  He  brought 
them  hope  and  joy.  They  believed 
that  he  could  do  anything,  and 
they  could  do  anything  with  him 
at  their  side. 

Even  though  Luke  never 
reciprocates  their  feelings,  even 
sometimes  directly  contradicting 
them,  they  never  stop  admiring 
him.  Even  after  he  is  gone,  they 
still  talk  about  him  as  if  he  was  a 
mythical  figure. 

Paul  Newman  turns  Luke  into 
a  character  as  complex  as  any 
character  to  have  appeared  in 
film. 

Some  people  have  theorized 
that  Luke  willingly  martyrized 
himself.  He  has  no  family  of  his 
own,  his  mother  is  dead  and  he 
has  nothing  to  go  back  to  when 
he  is  released. 

Did  he  intend  on  giving  these 


men  hope?  Was  he  just  passing 
his  time?  Regardless  of  his 
intentions,  he  became  a  hero. 

“Cool  Hand  Luke”  is  also 
elevated  by  the  directing  of 
Stuart  Rosenberg  and  the 
cinematography  of  Conrad  Hall. 

Lalo  Schiffin’s  Oscar- 
nominated  musical  score 
accompanies  the  action  well.  His 
signature  jazz-influenced  style 
is  evident,  but  he  also  blends 
folk  music  and  a  traditional 
symphonic  score. 

Even  five  decades  after  its 
release,  “Cool  Hand  Luke” 
still  resonates  with  modem 
audiences.  Luke  was  a  figure 
of  nonconformity  at  the  time,  a 
theme  that  is  still  relevant  today. 

“Cool  Hand  Luke”  most 
certainly  does  not  have  a  failure 
to  communicate. 


Photo  courtesy  of  IMDB 
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Horror  movies  by  the  decade 

BY  ADAM  TUM1NO 


1920s 


Nosferatu 


This  German  film  is  a  horror 
movie  landmark.  It  was  an 
unauthorized  adaptation  of  Bram 
Stoker’s  “Dracula,”  and  a  lawsuit 
from  Stoker’s  estate  bankrupted 
the  studio  that  produced  the  film. 
But,  nearly  a  century  after  its 
release,  “Nosferatu”  is  regarded 
a  masterpiece  of  the  horror  genre 
and  early  cinema  as  a  whole.  The 
film  was  well-received  at  the 
time  of  its  release,  and  its  spooky 
charm  has  only  increased  over 
the  years.  It  is  perhaps  the  truest 
and  most  pure  representation  of 
traditional  vampires  to  be  put  to 
film,  free  of  the  sensationalism  of 
more  recent  vampire  films. 


1970s 


The  Exorcist 


Widely  regarded  as  the  scariest 
movie  ever  made,  this  William 
Friedkin-directed  thriller  brought 
supernatural  horror  to  the 
forefront.  The  film  follows  the 
events  surrounding  the  demonic 
possession  of  a  young  girl,  and 
the  attempt  to  free  her.  The 
film  was  noted  for  its  graphic 
visuals  and  language.  It  was 
also  nominated  for  the  Academy 
Award  for  Best  Picture,  the 
first  horror  film  to  receive  this 
nomination.  It,  like  many  other 
classic  horror  movies,  has  been 
spoofed  in  popular  culture  since 
its  release.  But  few  films  have 
projected  such  terror  and  fear. 


!93Ds 


Frankenstein 


Another  classic  of  horror, 
1 93 1  ’s  “Frankenstein”  sparked 
one  of  Flo  Uy  wood’s  most 
successful  early  film  franchises. 
It  resulted  in  countless  sequels, 
remakes  and  parodies,  oversial 
upon  release.  Made  under  Pre- 
Code  production  rules,  much 
of  the  content  was  troubling  to 
viewers  at  the  time.  A  scene  in 
which  the  monster  accidentally 
kills  a  young  girl  was  censored  in 
some  states.  Other  states  rebuked 
the  film’s  apparent  blasphemy, 
protesting  some  lines  where  Dr. 
Frankenstein  compares  himself 
to  God.  Frankenstein  was  added 
to  the  National  Film  Registry  in 
the  Library  of  Congress  in  1991. 


1980s 


A  24  hour  nightman  of  terror. 
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Friday  the  13th 

The  first  visit  filmmakers 
made  to  Camp  Crystal  Lake  was 
a  memorable  one.  A  seminal 
slasher  film,  “Friday  the  13th” 
still  makes  camp  counselors 
nervous.  The  film’s  killer,  Jason 
Voorhees,  has  since  starred  in 
several  sequels  too  many.  This 
is  also  a  prime  example  of  the 
so-called  “dead  teenager  film,” 
which  was  described  as  the  film 
critic  Roger  Ebert  as  a  movie 
“which  begins  with  living 
teenagers  and  kills  them  one  by 
one.”  Jason  and  the  camp  have 
appeared  in  parodies,  remakes, 
sequels  and  video  games  since 
their  original  appearance. 


1940s 


The  Wolfman 


This  film  was  renowned  for 
its  makeup  and  special  effects. 
Starring  Lon  Chaney  Jr.  in  the 
title  role,  “The  Wolfman”  is  the 
first  movie  on  our  list  that  does 
not  have  a  source  in  literature. 
It  was  not  the  first  film  to  focus 
on  the  legend  of  the  werewolf, 
but  quickly  became  the  most 
influential.  A  2010  remake  of  the 
film  starring  Benicio  Del  Toro 
followed  in  its  predecessor’s 
footsteps,  winning  the  Academy 
Award  for  Best  Makeup.  The 
1941  version  used  dissolves 
in  the  editing  room  to  reduce 
the  long  process  of  applying 
Chaney’s  makeup  into  a  several 
second  transformation. 


1990s 


"SG\RY  AS  HELL” 
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THE  BLAIR  WITCH  PROJECT 


The  Blair  Witch 
Project 

A  groundbreaking  film  at  the 
time,  this  movie  invented  the 
“found  footage”  style  of  horror. 
It  was  paired  with  a  successful 
marketing  campaign  that  painted 
it  as  a  true  story  of  teenagers 
who  went  missing  investigating 
paranormal  events.  Its  marketing 
campaign  was  also  a  landmark  in 
the  process  of  internet  marketing. 
The  small  budget  and  strong 
marketing  resulted  in  the  film 
earning  4,000  times  its  budget. 
The  film’s  influence  was  so 
profound  that,  in  the  years  since, 
the  found  footage  genre  has  been 
beaten  into  the  ground,  dusted  off 
and  then  beaten  down  again. 
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The  Invasion  of  the 
Body  Snacthers 

Though  not  originally  a  critical 
success,  this  film  has  become 
a  classic  of  the  science-fiction 
horror  genre  in  the  61  years 
since  its  release.  In  the  film, 
alien  pods  produce  identical 
copies  of  humans  and  gradually 
take  over  society.  Much  was 
made  of  the  film’s  apparent 
political  commentary.  Many 
viewed  the  film  as  a  statement 
against  McCarthyism,  though  the 
filmmakers  downplayed  this.  But 
films  are  certainly  reflective  of 
the  eras  in  which  they  are  made. 
In  1994,  the  film  was  added  to 
the  National  Film  Registry.  It 
has  gone  down  in  history  as  an 
icon  of  both  science-fiction  and 
horror. 


!9BDs 


Night  of  the 
Living  Dead 

Widely  regarded  as  the  scariest 
movie  ever  made,  this  William 
Friedkin-directed  thriller  brought 
supernatural  horror  to  the 
forefront.  The  film  follows  the 
events  surrounding  the  demonic 
possession  of  a  young  girl,  and 
the  attempt  to  free  her.  The 
film  was  noted  for  its  graphic 
visuals  and  language.  It  was 
also  nominated  for  the  Academy 
Award  for  Best  Picture,  the  first 
horror  film  to  receive  a  best 
picture  nomination.  It,  like  many 
other  classic  horror  movies,  has 
been  spoofed  in  popular  culture 
since  its  release.  But  few  films 
have  projected  such  terror  and 
fear,  and  its  impact  is  still  felt 
today. 


200Ds  2010s 


*' Paranormal  Activity*  1b  cue  of  the 

scariest  movies  of  all  time. 

You  will  bo  affected  an  it's  hard  to  Ignore 

the  imprint  it  leaves  on  your  psyche. 

'  Nightmares  are  guaranteed." 
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WHAT  HAPPENS  WHEN  YOU  SLEEP? 
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Paranormal  Activity  The  Conjuring 


Perhaps  the  best-executed 
example  of  a  found  footage 
horror  movie  since  “The  Blair 
Witch  Project,”  this  film  became 
a  smash  hit  overnight.  It  put  a 
modem  spin  on  the  genre,  with 
the  footage  being  captured  as  if 
it  were  from  a  home  surveillance 
system.  Relying  more  on  jump 
scares  than  psychological  terror, 
“Paranormal  Activity”  featured 
television  commercials  showing 
audience  members  jumping  out 
of  their  seats  and  covering  their 
faces  in  anticipation.  Numerous 
sequels  have  dulled  this  film’s 
impact,  but  have  produced  a 
financially  successful  franchise. 


This  film  became  one  of  the 
most  well-received  horror  movies 
of  recent  years.  If  follows  a  team 
of  paranormal  investigators 
who  are  brought  in  to  examine 
a  farmhouse  in  the  1970s.  It 
received  favorable  reviews 
and  earning  over  $300  million 
against  a  budget  of  $20  million.  A 
throwback  to  earlier  supernatural 
films,  like  “The  Exorcist”  and 
“Poltergeist,”  this  film  also 
inspired  a  sequel,  with  more  lined 
up.  Time  will  tell  if  this  is  another 
franchise  that  will  be  bogged 
down  by  excessiveness. 

All  photos  courtesy  oflMDB 
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The  toxic  masculinity  of  sports  media 


BY  ADAM  TUM1NO 


Co-Editor 


There  is  sexism  present 
in  every  nook  and  cranny  of 
American  society.  It  is  a  fact  that 
everyone  should  address. 

And  this  sexism  is  not  going 
both  ways.  It  is  only  going  in  one 
direction. 

It  is  directed  towards  women, 
and  men  are  the  perpetrators. 

There  is  not  a  single  aspect 
of  our  culture  that  has  not  been 
poisoned  by  sexism,  and  this 
certainly  includes  sports  media. 

The  most  obvious  example 
of  this  is  Barstool  Sports,  the 
idiot  frat  house  of  sports  media. 
They  seem  harmless  on  the 
surface,  but  they  project  the 
type  of  toxic  masculinity  that  is 
ruining  our  society. 

Barstool  was  recently  the 


subject  of  a  horribly  misguided 
experiment  by  ESPN,  who,  for 
some  reason,  decided  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  to  help  Barstool  make 
its  misogyny  mainstream. 

The  almost  hilariously  short¬ 
lived  Barstool  Van  Talk  aired 
once  on  ESPN,  before  president 
John  Skipper  pulled  the  plug. 

ESPN  wanted  to  tap  into 
BarstooPs  built  in  young  male 
fan  base,  a  demographic  ESPN 
sorely  needs.  Their  intention 
was  to  air  the  Barstool  show, 
while  simultaneously  distance 
themselves  from  BarstooTs 
culture. 

But  if  you  live  next  to  a  landfill, 
you’re  going  to  get  some  of  the 
smell. 

Why  ESPN  thought  they  could 
successfully  ignore  Barstool 
while  also  propping  them  up  is 
a  mystery.  Barstool  has  a  long 
history  of  harmful  content.  And 
ESPN  should  have  known  better. 

Barstool  has  a  long  history  of 
being  repugnant. 

Most  of  the  filth  comes  from 
Barstool’s  founder,  Dave  Portnoy. 

This  is  a  man  who  wrote  a  blog 
lamenting  the  fact  that  he  could 
not  use  the  c-word  openly. 

He  also  infamously  said,  “Even 
I  never  condone  rape,  if  you’re 
a  size  six  and  you’re  wearing 
skinny  jeans  you  kind  of  deserve 
to  get  raped,  right?” 

Portnoy  stood  by  those 
comments,  saying  he  thought  it 
was  a  good  joke. 

What  part  of  that  statement 


is  possibly  funny?  Is  it  the  body 
shaming?  The  victim  blaming? 

He  also  commented  on 
the  recent  allegations  against 
Hollywood  mogul  Harvey 
Weinstein,  by  suggesting  during 
a  podcast  that  it  might  be  okay  to 
trade  sex  for  work.  He  did  point 
out  that  Weinstein’s  actions  were 
not  consensual,  and  therefore 
obviously  wrong,  but  still 
suggested  that  sex-for-work  is  an 
acceptable  practice. 

All  of  BarstooPs  problems  start 
with  Portnoy.  Much  of  the  content 
the  site  posts  is  toxic. 

A  now-deleted  blog  post  called 
“Is  Rihanna  Going  to  Make  Fat 
the  Hot  New  Trend?”  drew  a 
lot  of  negative  attention,  and 
rightfully  so.  As  did  one  that 
asked  readers  if  Serena  Williams 
could  rape  them. 

Barstool  also  posts  content 
called  "Guess  That  Rack”  or 
“Guess  That  Ass,”  where  viewers 
have  to  guess  which  celebrity 
female  the  body  parts  are 
connected  to. 

Another  post  on  International 
Women’s  Day  listed  the  countries 
by  the  “hotness”  of  the  women. 

The  trash  spewed  by  Portnoy 
and  other  members  of  Barstool  is 
disturbingly  popular,  with  much 
of  the  misogynistic  material 
spreading  to  the  comments 
section. 

One  commenter  posted  a 

disparaging  comment  about 

U.S.  women’s  soccer  star  Alex 
Morgan,  saying  “catching  that 


ass”  would  be  difficult  because 
“this  chick  runs  like  a  flat-chested 
gazelle.” 

Portnoy  enjoyed  this  comment, 
calling  it  “gold.” 

But  many  defend  Barstool  and 
deny  that  they  contribute  to  rape 
culture. 

The  Barstool  employees  say 
they  are  not  sexist  and  that  they 
do  what  they  do  in  the  name 
of  comedy.  But  many  women 
disagree. 

ESPN  employee  Elika  Sadeghi 
recently  tweeted  out  part  of  a 
contract  she  was  told  to  sign  for 
a  new  job.  She  did  not  release 
the  name  of  the  prospective 
employer,  but  Barstool  owned  up 
to  it. 

The  part  of  the  contract  she 
tweeted  reads  as  followed: 

“I  understand  and  acknowledge 
that  as  part  of  my  job  I  may  be 
exposed  to  speech  and  conduct 
that  explicitly  relates  to  sex, 
sexual  orientation,  gender, 
national  origin,  disability  and 
age.  I  expressly  agree  that  I  do  not 
object  to  being  exposed  to  such 
speech  and  conduct  and  do  not 
find  it  otherwise  objectionable, 
and  that  I  am  willing  to  work  in 
such  an  environment.” 

Sadeghi  interpreted  this  as 
a  way  for  Barstool  to  possibly 
enable  harassment  in  the 
workplace. 

"Whether  it’s  explicitly  stated 
in  contracts  or  not,  too  often, 
people  are  made  to  feel  like 
they  can’t  speak  up  about  the 


inexcusable,”  she  said. 

Portnoy  defended  Barstool  in  a 
rant  against  Sadeghi ’s  comments, 
stating  the  company’s  zero 
tolerance  policy  towards  any  type 
of  harassment. 

But  even  in  his  statements, 
Portnoy  could  not  avoid  being 
sexist.  He  referred  to  her  as  “this 
Elika  Sadeghi  girl.” 

Not  a  good  start,  Dave. 

He  also  talked  about  how  “she 
kind  of  has  a  big  mouth,”  while 
referring  to  her  and  other  women 
as  “girls”  throughout  his  entire 
rant. 

Portnoy  seems  utterly 
incapable  of  understanding  his 
role  in  this  harmful  culture.  He 
points  out  how  Barstool  has 
never  had  harassment  issues  at 
the  workplace,  or  any  complaints 
from  current  or  former  employees. 
It’s  all  just  talk. 

This  is  a  man  who  has  made 
a  living  by  objectifying  and 
demeaning  women,  but  is  too 
stupid  to  realize  why  people 
criticize  him. 

Shame  on  him.  And  shame 
on  ESPN  for  even  considering 
giving  this  filth  a  platform. 

It  was  reported  that  internal 
backlash  at  ESPN  prompted  the 
severed  ties  with  Barstool. 

Regardless  of  their  intentions 
for  partnering  with  Barstool, 
ESPN  made  their  own  employees 
uncomfrotable  enough  to  force 
action. 

That  is  a  big  price  to  play  for  aa 
possible  ratings  increase. 


JADVERTISE  IN  THE  JJC  BLAZER,' 


Are  you  a 
small  business 
owner  looking 
to  advertise 
and  bring  in 
business? 


Are  you  a 
professor 
trying  to  host 
an 
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Are  you  a 
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out  to  transfer 
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JJC  Blazer  is  a  great  way  to 
;  achieve  promotion  seen  by 
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students  in  the  Joilet  area. 
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14  Sports  — 

JjC  Basketball 
teams  prepare 
for  new  season 


By  )oe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

JJC  men’s  and  women’s 
basketball  begin  their  respective 
seasons  at  home  this  year,  but 
will  be  playing  against  different 
opponents. 

On  Nov.  1,  the  men’s  team 
defend  their  home  court  against 
Olivet  Nazarene  University,  and 
the  women  will  be  defending 
the  court  against  Waubonsee 
Community  College. 

After  playing  the  final 
home  game  at  the  A.A.  Wills 
Gymnasium  last  season,  this 
home-opening  game  will  be 
the  inaugural  basketball  game 
played  in  the  newly  constructed 
Event  Center.  The  women’s 
game  tips  off  at  5  p.m.  and  the 
men’s  at  7  p.m. 

The  Wolves  will  stay  home  for 
the  first  three  games  of  the  2017- 
18  season,  taking  on  College  of 
Lake  Country  on  Saturday,  Nov. 
4  and  Prairie  State  College  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  9. 

In  fact,  the  Wolves  first 


WE  DELIVER! 
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interdivision  matchup  does 
not  come  until  just  before  the 
New  Year  when  they  host  Elgin 
Community  College  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  30. 

Notably,  the  final  game  of  the 
year  for  the  Wolves  could  have 
big  implications,  as  they  will 
travel  to  division  rival  College  of 
DuPage  to  close  out  the  season. 

Both  teams  have  high 
expectations  heading  into  this 
season,  as  they  both  suffered 
losses  deep  into  the  postseason. 

The  men's  team  started  last 
year  an  astounding  11-1,  before 
eventually  being  defeated  by 
Rock  Valley  82-78  in  the  Region 
IV  semifinals. 

The  women’s  team  also 
suffered  defeat  at  the  hands 
of  Rock  Valley,  except  for  the 
women  it  was  the  Region  IV 
Championship  game. 

Each  team  has  returning 
players,  as  well  as  exciting 
recruits  that  should  make  each 
team  as  competitive  as  it  was  last 
year. 


Mens  Basketball  Schedule 


Nov.  1,2017 

Home 

Olivet  Nazarene 
University 

7:00pm 

Nov.  4, 201 7 

Home 

College  of  Lake 
County 

3:00pm 

Nov.  9, 201 7 

Home 

Prairie  State 
College 

7:00pm 

Nov.  11, 2017 

Away 

McHenry  County 
College 

3:00pm 

Nov.  16, 2017 

Away 

Illinois  Valley 
Community 
College 

7:30pm 

Nov.  18, 2017 

Home 

Glen  Oaks 
Community 
College 

3:00pm 

Womens  Basketball  Schedule 


Nov.  1,2017 

Home 

Waubonsee 
Community  College 

5:00pm 

Nov.  4, 201 7 

Home 

College  of  Lake 
County 

1:00pm 

Nov.  9, 2017 

Home 

Prairie  State  College 

5:00pm 

Nov.  11,2017 

Away 

McHenry  County 
College 

1:00pm 

Nov.  16, 2017 

Away 

Illinois  Valley 
Community  College 

5:30pm 

Nov.  18, 201 7 

Home 

Glen  Oaks 
Community  College 

1:00pm 

Lady  Wolves  complete 
resurgent  2017  season 


By  [oe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

The  amazing  run  for  the  JJC 
women's  soccer  team  came  to  an 
end  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  24. 

The  Lady  Wolves  fell  to 
the  Madison  (Wise.)  .  College 
Wolfpack  in  the  Region  IV 
Championship  game,  1-0. 
The  Wolves  advanced  to  the 
championship  game  by  defeating 
Rock  Valley,  3-1,  on  Oct.  21  irtthe 
-'semifinals. 

Madison  College  ended  the 
year  with  only  one  loss,  and  it 
came  from  JJC  as  the  Wolves  put 
together  a  memorable  season. 

The  season  opened  with  two 
victories,  with  the  Lady  Wolves 
scoring  a  combined  19  goals. 
The  team  kept  rolling  from  there. 


winning  the  first  seven  games 
to  begin  the  season.  In  that  run, 
the  team  scored  a  remarkable  5 1 
goals. 

After  suffering  their  first  loss 
to  Madison,  the  Wolves  bounced 
back  to  top  Harry  S  Truman, 

8- 0on  the  road. 

The  Lady  Wolves  then  traveled 
home  and  took  their  second 
defeat  in  three  games. 

Like  the  loss  before  it,  the 
Lady  Wolves  responded  in  a  big 
way,  rattling  off  nine  victories  in 
a  row  on  their  way  to  the  playoffs. 

The  playoffs  opened  with  a 
match  against  Elgin,  who  the 
Lady  Wolves  quickly  dispatched 

9- 1  to  advance  to  the  semifinals. 
In  the  semifinals,  the  Wolves 

topped  Rock  Valley  in  a  closely 
contested  match.  Keygan  Balaja 


scored  in  the  30th  minute.  Hailey 
Arlis,  who  assisted  on  Balaja’s 
goal,  scored  the  team's  second 
goal  in  the  56th  minute. 

“We  dominated  the  second  half 
possession  minutes  as  we  started 
to  work  harder  off  the  ball  to  get 
into  the  right  spots  in  the  right 
moments,”  Head  Coach  Wesley 
Dapkus  said  at  the  time.  “Balaja 
and  Hannion  were  special  this 
afternoon.” 

Brianna  Darlage  capped  off 
the  scoring  for  the  Lady  Wolves, 
netting  the  team’s  third  and  final 
goal  in  the  58th  minute. 

After  a  few  turbulent  seasons, 
the  Lady  Wolves  have  turned  their 
program  around.  To  continue  that 
progress,  the  team  will  have  to 
continue  its  strong  recruiting. 
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Wolves  from  page  1 


a  big  step  for  the  young  soccer 
club. 

On  Oct.  16,  JJC  faced  off 
against  Rock  Valley  in  the  Region 
IV  Quarterfinals. 

When  the  Wolves 
disappointing  2016  season  came 
to  an  end,  Rock  Valley  was  the 
team  on  the  field,  defeating  JJC 
1-0. 

This  time  around,  it  was  the 
Wolves  who  would  put  an  end  to 


the  Golden  Eagles’  season.  Like 
Rock  Valley  the  year  before, 
JJC  did  it  in  shutout  fashion, 
blanking  the  Golden  Eagles  3-0 
to  advance  to  the  semifinals. 

Wolves  players  were 
rewarded  for  the  hard  work  this 
postseason,  as  five  members  of 
the  team  were  given  post-season 
honors. 

Forward  Adrian  Jimenez  and 
defender  Malek  Rashid  both 


received  first  team  all-region  and 
N4C  all-conference  honors. 

Additionally,  Gustavo  Ramos 
Buonopane  and  Daniel  Arriola 
received  second  team  all-region 
honors.  Freshman  defender  Jorge 
Navas  was  named  second  team 
all-conference. 

While  the  season  in  totality 
was  a  success  for  JJC,  this  season 
had  its  share  of  ups  and  downs. 
The  Wolves  opened  the  season 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


Malek  Rashid  turns  up  field  on  Sept.  29  against  Milwaukee  Tech. 


with  four  straight  road  games, 
and  four  straight  losses. 

However,  the  team  found 
its  footing  at  home,  winning 
its  home  opener  against 
Milwaukee  Area  Tech  with 
a  final  of  6-1.  The  team 
would  end  up  rattling  off  four 
consecutive  victories  to  bring 
their  record  to  4-4. 

Before  the  playoff  run,  the 
team  finished  the  last  6  games 


3-2-1. 

The  Wolves  had  two  double 
digit  goal  scorers  this  season, 
Gustavo  Ramos  Buonopane 
netted  15  goals  and  returning 
sophomore  Adrian  Jimenez 
scored  10  goals  in  his  final 
season.  Kyle  Sparks  led  the  team 
with  10  assists  while  putting  in 
five  goals  of  his  own. 


Aido  Diaz  controls  the  ball  on  the  attack.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


Haunted  5-K  another  monster  smash 


By  Mai  re  Burkett 

Staff  Writer 

Halloween  is  usually  for 
running  from  monsters,  not 
running  for  medals. 

Over  400  people  ran  or  walked 
through  JJC’s  Haunted  5K  course 
Sunday,  Oct.  22.  This  was  the 
4th  Annual  Haunted  5K  hosted 
by  the  Joliet  Junior  College 
Foundation  and  the  Athletic 
Department  to  raise  funds  for 
student  scholarships,  academic 
programs,  and  athletics. 

The  5K  took  place  at  the  JJC’s 
main  campus,  where  friends 
and  families  took  part  in  the 
festivities. 

Despite  the  forecast  of  rain, 
many  braved  the  impending 
weather  and  enjoyed  a  morning 
of  fun. 

While  the  DJ  kept  the  music 
going  and  kids  had  their  faces 
painted,  a  lively  and  energetic 
host  made  sure  the  participants 
were  pumped  up. 

In  addition  to  the  entertainment, 
there  were  plenty  of  yummy 
treats  to  be  had,  form  the  fresh 
apple  cider  doughnut  cart  to  the 
TCBY  van. 

The  participants  were  invited 
to  wear  their  Halloween  costumes 
to  the  event,  and  many  did.  There 


was  a  Princess  Leia,  Spider- 
Man,  The  Little  Mermaid  and 
Super  Heroes,  some  complete 
with  tutus. 

After  the  participants 
registered  and  received  their 
numbers,  kids  1 2  and  under  had 
a  go  at  the  One  Mile  Monster 
Dash,  and  afterwards  received 
their  medals. 

Shortly  after,  those 
participating  in  the  Haunted 
5K  were  in  place  at  the  starting 
line,  ready  to  go.  Once  the  horn 
bleared,  they  were  off. 

Of  the  male  participants,  the 
first  one  to  finish  was  Arturs 
Bareikis  with  the  time  of  16:40. 

The  first  female  to  complete 
the  course  was  Jane  Bareikis, 
with  the  time  of  19:16.  The  two 
are  husband  and  wife,  and  enjoy 
running  together. 

When  the  course  was  finished, 
participants  were  encouraged  to 
take  part  in  refreshments  and  to 
cool  off. 

Once  all  of  the  participants’ 
times  were  made  official,  the 
awards  were  handed  out  by  JJC 
President  Dr.  Judy  Mitchell. 

First  place  male  and  female 
runners,  Arturs  Bareikis  and 
Jane  Bareikis,  were  awarded 
with  a  plaque  along  with  $100 
each.  While  the  top  three  male 
and  female  participants  in  the 


divided  age  groups  also  received 
awards. 

“We  are  running  for  fun  right 
now,”  Arturs  Bareikis  said.  “It 
was  only  five  months  ago  that 
[Jane  Bareikis]  started  training.” 

“I  never  thought  I  could  run, 
actually.  I  used  to  say,  ‘you’re 
crazy’,”  Jane  Bareikis  said.  But 
now  she  says  that  she  enjoys  the 
fun  of  running. 


“We  decided  last  night  to 
come,”  Arturs  Bareikis  said. 

“It  was  a  very  nice  course,  it 
was  fun,”  Jane  Bareikis  added. 

Last  year’s  Haunted  5K 
raised  $40,000  and  the  hope  is 
that  this  year  there  would  be 
even  more  money  raised  for  the 
scholarships  and  programs. 

As  JJC  cross  country  coach 
Richard  McCarthy  stated. 


“Every  year  we  get  bigger  and 
bigger”.  He  also  assured  that 
the  money  raised  goes  to  places 
where  it  is  definitely  needed. 

In  all,  the  morning  was  filled 
with  fun  for  families  and  friends 
while  also  helping  raise  funds  for 
a  much  worthy  cause. 

And  the  rain  stayed  away  for 
the  entire  event,  assuring  a  fun  a 
dry  time  for  all. 


Participants  in  the  one  mile  Monster  Dash  on  Oct  22.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 
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Lady  Wolves  post 
highest  win  total 
in  three  seasons 


BY  ADAM  TUMI  NO 

Co-Editor 

The  JJC  Volleyball  team’s 
2017  season  was  a  departure 
from  recent  seasons. 

The  Lady  Wolves  posted  their 
most  wins  since  2014,  going  12- 
14  on  the  season. 

This  year  is  also  the  closest 
the  team  finished  to  a  .500 
record  since  going  21-18  back 
in  2012.  The  relative  success  of 
this  past  season  can  possibly  be 
contributed  to  a  new  head  coach, 
Karen  Bunkenburg. 

In  her  first  year  as  head  coach, 
the  Lady  Wolves  had  more  wins 
than  in  20 1 4  and  2015  combined. 

Sometimes  a  shakeup  can  be 
beneficial  to  an  athletic  program. 

Recently,  the  JJC  Women’s 
Soccer  team  has  improved 
vastly  under  their  new  coach, 
Wesley  Dapkus.  After  years  of 
struggling,  they  had  a  program¬ 
defining  season  in  2017. 

The  JJC  Softball  team  is  also 
a  prime  example,  having  become 
increasingly  competitive  under 
their  new  coach,  Kerri  O’Shea. 

The  volleyball  team  seems  to 
be  ready  to  join  the  growing  list 
of  competitive  teams  on  campus. 
Just  about  every  team  that  JJC 
fields  is  competitive,  and  a 
winning  culture  on  campus  is 
emerging. 

Several  players  had  notable 
performances  this  season  for  the 
Lady  Wolves. 

Kendall  Iversen,  the  team’s 
freshman  libero,  led  the  team 
with  342  digs,  which  were  the 
53rd  most  in  the  nation. 

Melissa  Ryan  led  the  team 
in  points  (253),  kills  (222),  and 
total  attacks  (703).  Her  kills  were 
the  48th  highest  in  the  nation, 
and  her  total  attacks  ranked  30th 
nationally. 


Sophomore  Jicara  Tate 
finished  second  on  the  team  in 
points  and  kills,  with  173  and  141 
respectively. 

Two  more  Lady  Wolves  scored 
over  100  points  in  the  season. 
They  were  Hailey  Huml  with  139 
and  Isabella  Cosentino  with  114. 

As  a  team,  the  Lady  Wolves 
ranked  relatively  highly 
nationally  in  several  categories. 
They  were  in  the  top  40  in  kills, 
total  attacks  and  assists. 

There  were  some  self-inflicted 
problems  as  well.  The  team  had 
211  service  errors,  which  were  to 
1 4th  most  in  the  nation. 

But  there  are  many  positive 
signs  that  the  program  is  heading 
in  the  right  direction. 

All  but  two  of  their  wins  on  the 
season  came  in  straight  sets,  with 
two  of  their  wins  going  to  the  fifth 
and  final  set. 

So  when  they  won,  they  won 
handedly.  However,  they  only 
won  eight  sets  total  in  their  14 
losses,  losing  in  straight  sets  six 
times  and  winning  one  set  each  in 
the  other  eight. 

Inconsistency  was  a  factor 
in  their  losses,  and  streaky  play 
occurred  throughout  the  season. 
They  had  three  losing  streaks  of 
six,  three  and  two  games  each. 
They  also  had  winning  streaks  of 
four,  three  and  two  games. 

The  2017  volleyball  team  also 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  JJC  team  to  play  in  the  new 
Event  Center,  and  boasted  a  7-5 
record  on  their  new  home  court. 

Some  promising  steps  were 
taken  in  2017.  The  JJC  volleyball 
program  will  hope  to  follow  the 
blueprint  of  many  of  the  teams  on 
campus,  and  compete  year  in  and 
year  out. 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino  Kendall  Rivecco  prepares  to  serve  the  pfloto  Mam  Tumitio 

Melissa  Ryan  attempts  to  |ja||. 

serve. 


PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Mens  Soccer 

Kyle  Sparks 

Kyle  Sparks  was  a  key  part  of 
the  Wolves  3-0  shutout  of  Rock 
Valley  College  in  their  Re¬ 
gion  IV  quarterfinal  game.  He 
provided  an  assist  in  the  first 
minute,  and  score  a  goal  in  the 
72nd  minute.  On  the  season, 
Kyle  produced  5  goals  and  a 
team-high  10  assists. 


Womens  Soccer 


Hailey  Arlis 

Hailey  Arlis  scored  four  goals 
and  had  two  assists  in  the  Lady 
Wolves’  Region  IV  quarterfinal- 
win  against  Elgin.  Arlis  finished 
the  season  with  40  goals  and 
100  points,  both  the  most  in 
the  division.  She  was  named 
N4C  conference  MVP  and  was 
named  an  All-American  candi¬ 
date. 
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JJC's  technology  revolution 

By  Sean  O’Dell 


Photo  by  Sean  O'Dei 


Nursing  computer  lab  assistant  Paul  Schroeder  demonstrating  the  Z-Space  interface. 


Copy  Editor 

JJC  is  undergoing  some  rapid 
technological  changes-  for  the 
better. 

Thanks  to  a  technology 
grant  earned  through  the  efforts 
of  grant-writer  Kathy  Wolz 
and  other  nursing  department 
faculty,  JJC  has  been  purchasing 
cutting-edge  technology  for  the 
improved  learning  experience  of 
the  students. 

It  is  a  technology  with 
capabilities  far  beyond  what 
the  typical  college  student  has 
access  to  with  basic  computers. 

Viewing  the  intricacies 
of  the  human  body  and  its 
systems,  taking  apart  a  running 
automotive  engine  block,  and 
surveying  the  inner  workings 
of  a  computer  are  all  new 
capabilities  with  the  touch 

See  Technology  page  5 


Production  Manager 

On  Nov.  21,  JJC  President 
Judy  Mitchell  announced  that 
students  will  be  receiving  a 
student  reimbursement  in  the 
form  of  a  Visa  prepaid  debit 
card. 

Previously  covered  last 
March,  it  was  announced  that 
the  JJC  Board  of  Trustees 
approved  a  $19  per  credit  hour 
increase.  This  also  came  with 
differential  tuition  for  specific 
programs.  This  increase  went 
into  effect  in  the  Fall  of  2017. 

The  reasoning  behind  the 
increase  was  to  cover  the 
roughly  $4  million  deficit  in 
the  budget  and  then  having  the 
additional  differential  tuition 
cover  $500,000.  Back  in  March, 
the  State  of  Illinois  had  not  yet 
finalized  a  budget. 

The  differential  tuition  would 
affect  students  taking  classes 
in  the  automotive  technology, 
culinary  arts,  electronic 
automated  systems  and  welding 
programs.  These  programs  saw 
an  increase  of  50  percent  in 
tuition. 

During  this  time  many 
students  were  upset  and  angry 
at  the  increase  in  tuition  overall 
but  also  many  students  in  any  of 
the  specific  programs  receiving 
the  differential  tuition. 

“It  felt  unfair  and  unjust,”  said 
Kory  Jackson,  an  automotive 
student  back  in  March.  “It  felt 
like  persecution,  honestly, 
because  they  were  targeting 
these  technical  programs 
because  they  assume  that  when 
we  got  out  of  here  we  were 
making  instantly  like  70  grand 

See  Rebate  page  4 


Profile:  JJC's  counselors  in  action 


by  )oseph  Crump 

Co-Editor 

Most,  if  not  all,  students  have 
visited  the  counseling  office  at 
JJC  in  their  time  here  regarding 
classes  or  academic  advising. 
However,  the  counselors  do  not 
function  simply  as  advisers-  they 
are  trained  and  licensed  mental 
health  counselors  as  well. 


“We  have  two  that  are 
clinically  trained  and  four  that 
are  licensed,”  said  Rodney 
Bullock,  one  of  the  counselors/ 
academic  advisers  at  JJC.  “We 
all  have  master’s  degrees  in 
counseling,  psychology,  or 
social  work,  we  are  able  to  do 
[crisis  counseling].” 

Additionally,  there  are 
interns  who  specifically  deal 


with  personal  crises  and  mental 
health  counseling. 

Michael  Liacone,  an  intern 
in  the  counseling  office,  solely 
sees  students  with  personal  and 
mental  health  problems.  Liacone 
is  currently  in  the  process  of 
finishing  his  Master’s  Degree  in 
Mental  Health  Counseling. 

“As  an  intern,  I  only  see 

See  counselors  page  4 
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Mens  basketball  winning  early  in  season 


By  )oe  Grabowski 

Sports  Editor 

Through  the  quarter  point  of 
the  season,  the  men’s  basketball 
team  is  firing  on  all  cylinders. 
Opening  the  year  with  six  wins 
in  the  team’s  first  seven  games, 
the  Wolves  have  picked  up  right 
where  they  left  off  last  year. 

Before  getting  bounced  by 
Rock  Valley  in  the  semi-finals 
last  season,  JJC  won  five  straight 
games.  Three  players  from  that 


Check  out 
what  is 
inside 
this 
issue 


loss,  Mitchell  Kwasigroch, 
Richie  Elias  and  Jarret  Gmazel, 
have  returned  this  year  and 
currently  start  for  the  Wolves. 

Since  the  end  of  last  season, 
the  team  has  gone  through 
several  changes,  some  good  and 
some  bad. 

Head  Coach  Joe  Kuhn 
upgraded  his  title  to  Hall  of 
raffle  head  coach  after  his 


See  basketball  page  10  jarret  Gmazel  drives  with  the  ball. 
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2  Editorial 

Cost  of  indecision  adds  up 


Within  the  Student  Right 
to  Know  information  on  the 
JJC  website,  the  average 
cost  of  a  public  four-year 
university  is  anything  but 
cheap:  $8,196  per  year. 
At  a  private  institution, 
the  average  rises  up  to 
$19,132. 

Worse  yet,  the  website 
Forbes  reported  in  20 1 5  that 
25-50  percent  of  students 
enter  higher  education  as 
undecided  majors.  While 
there  is  nothing  inherently 
wrong  with  not  being 
undecided,  the  benefits 
of  having  a  direction  are 
monumental,  especially 
in  the  face  of  those  rising 
costs  mentioned  earlier. 

What  keeps  you  moving 
forward?  What  makes  you 
get  up  the  crack  of  dawn 
for  your  8  a.m.  class? 
Whatever  it  is,  it  had  better 
be  clear. 

We  asked  students 
around  campus  how  clear 


their  goals  were.  Some 
were  more  specific  than 
others.  It  is  common 
knowledge  that  picking 
a  career  path  or  a  major 
can  be  one  the  biggest 
decisions  in  a  person’s  life, 
and  with  so  many  career 
options,  it  can  be  mind- 
boggling  to  make  a  final 
choice. 

How  do  people  come  to 
this  decision? 

Well,  for  some,  it  starts 
with  a  childhood  interest. 
Think  of  something  that 
has  always  fascinated  you, 
regardless  of  what  other 
people  have  to  say  about 
it.  For  some,  it  is  marine 
biology.  For  others,  it  is 
starting  their  own  business. 

Everyone’s  path  is 
different.  If  you  are  just 
picking  something  for  the 
money,  maybe  rethink  how 
you  came  to  that  decision. 

After  all,  with  the  average 
American  spending  an 


average  of  90,360  hours  at 
work  within  their  lifetime, 
it  would  be  nice  for  the 
work  to  be  satisfying  and 
fulfilling,  in  addition  to 
being  lucrative. 

Another  characteristic  of 
people  who  have  it  figured 
out  is  that  they  have  a 
real  desire  to  contribute 
something  to  the  world. 

With  healthcare  related 
work,  there  is  certainly  no 
shortage  of  contribution 
and  fulfillment.  The  same 
can  be  said  for  any  job 
where  creativity  is  an  asset, 
where  ideas  can  take  form 
in  the  physical  world  and 
have  an  impact  on  other 
people’s  perspective. 

With  the  cost  of  college 
rising,  it  is  important  to 
have  clear  goals  right  out 
of  the  gate.  Getting  in  touch 
with  higher  values,  like 
creativity,  contribution  and 
the  utilization  of  talents 
can  do  wonders  to  prevent 


years  of  wasted  time  and 
money. 

While  money  does  not 
buy  happiness,  it  does  buy 
groceries.  So  keep  in  mind 
the  idea  of  marketability 
when  picking  a  path. 

Does  the  world  need 
more  playwrights  and 
sociologists?  Does  it 
need  more  engineers  and 
scientists?  Would  it  benefit 
from  more  creative  minds 
in  the  world  of  computer 
programming? 

Only  you  can  answer 
these  questions  for 
yourself. 

Thankfully,  JJC  has 
career  counselors  whose 
jobs  are  to  help  with  this 
particular  dilemma:  what  to 
do  with  your  life.  Students 
may  make  an  appointment 
at  the  Counseling  and 
Advising  office  at  A- 11 75, 
near  the  main  entrance  of 
the  main  campus. 


Question  of  the  Issue: 


How  clear  are  your  goals? 


Bryce  Dixon 

“I  would  say  my  goals 
are  substantially  clear,  I 
know  what  my  goals  are, 
and  how  to  get  to  where 
I  am  going  after  my  time 
at  JJC.  The  advisers 
here  really  help.  My  own 
motivation  has  led  me  to 
do  the  research  necessary 
to  have  clear  goals.  . 

.  I  plan  to  study  Marine 
Biology.  ” 


Clinton  Chershire 

“I  am  very  focused- 
theater  is  something  I  am 
very  passionate  about, 
and  since  passion  is 
how  I  live  my  life,  I  am 
very  focused  towards  my 
goals.  I  plan  to  transfer 
to  Depaul  to  study  acting. 
Five  years  out,  I  would 
hope  to  have  a  consistent 
stream  of  work,  thanks 
to  the  networking  and 
experience  I  gain  along 
the  way.  ” 


“My  goals  are  pretty 
clear.  I  am  attaining  my 
two-year  business  degree 
here  at  JJC,  then  I  plan 
to  transfer  to  a  four-year 
degree.  Afterwards,  I 
plan  on  opening  my  own 
animal  related  business 
with  those  degrees.  I  do 
not  necessarily  want  to 
go  to  veterinary  school, 
but  I  do  want  to  work  in 
business  and  be  able  to 
help  animals  along  the 
way.  ” 


Jessica  Aboagye 


“I  feel  like  they  are  very 
clear.  I  am  interested  in 
Chemical  Engineering. 

My  goals  are  to  graduate 
and  get  into  the  workforce 
as  soon  as  I  can,  and  if 
that  means  I  have  to  take 
summer  classes  and  load 
up  on  credit  hours  each 
semester,  I  am  willing  to 
do  that.  ” 
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Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encour¬ 
ages  participa¬ 
tion  from  readers 
through  letters. 
Please  sign  and 
provide  a  phone 
number  for  all 
letters  so  we  can 
verify  the  authenc- 
ity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters 
should  be  kept  to 
300  words  or  less. 

We  reserve  the 
right  to  edit  letters 
for  space  and  con¬ 
tent.  You  may  send 
letters  through  in- 
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mail,  email,  or  by 
dropping  them  off 
at  the  Blazer  office 
at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

815-280-2313 
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What's  wrong  with  Hollywood? 


by  Joseph  crump 

Co-Editor 


Is  it  really  that  difficult  to 
keep  your  hands  and  genitals 
to  yourself?  What  is  going  on, 
Hollywood? 

If  you’ve  been  following  the 
news  lately,  you’re  aware  of 
the  ridiculous  amount  of  sexual 
assault  and  harassment  lawsuits 
going  on  in  entertainment  lately." 

While  the  situation  in  and  of 
itself  is  terrible,  at  least  something 
is  finally  being  done  about  it  and 
people  are  coming  forward  about 
the  abuse.  However,  it’s  truly 
sickening  that  it  has  taken  so 
long  for  anyone  to  feel  like  they 
have  enough  power  to  actually  do 
something  about  it. 

The  reality  that  all  these  men 
and  women  have  felt  powerless 
and  unable  to  do  or  say  anything 
for  so  long  is  horrific.  No  one 


should  have  that  level  of  power 
over  another.  Harvey  Weinstein  is 
absolute  filth. 

Seriously,  look  up  a  picture 
of  this  man.  He  is  genuinely  one 
of  the  most  ,  disgusting  humans 
I’ve  ever  had  the  displeasure  of 
viewing. 

News  actually  broke  the  other 
day  that  he  has  an  alleged  “hit 
list”  of  actresses  to  confront  to 
keep  them  quiet  so  they  won’t 
speak  out  against  him.  I  don’t 
know  what’s  more  repulsive,  the 
fact  that  he  wants  to  quiet  them, 
or  the  fact  that  he  thinks  he  can 
dig  his  heels  in  and  fight  this. 

There’s  no  going  back  now, 
Weinstein.  I  and  many,  man}1 
others  cannot  wait  to  see  you  fall 
so  hard  you  can  never  get  back 
up. 

Let’s  address  the  Kevin  Spacey 
situation  now.  In  addition  to  the 
many  others  coming  forward,  a 
man  who  was  sexually  assaulted 
by  Spacey  when  he  was  1 4  came 
forward.  Spacey’s  response  to 
this  was  to  come  out  as  gay. 

What  makes  that  an  appropriate 
response?  ‘Yes  this  happened  but 
hey  I’m  gay!’  Really?  I  guess 
he  learned  something  from  his 
character  on  House  of  Cards- 
deflecting  from  the  topic  at  hand. 
Yeah,  it  didn’t  work  this  time. 
Space. 

Comedian  Louis  C.K.  also 
sexually  harassed  several,  I 
believe  five  in  total,  upcoming 


female  comedians.  Louis  was 
one  of  my  favorite  comedians  of 
all  time,  but  I  honestly  can’t  ever 
respect  him  again,  even  if  he  did 
give  a  public  apology.  It’s  not 
okay,  it  never  will  be. 

Most  people  are  aware  of  Corey 
Feldman’s  history  of  sexual  abuse 
in  Hollywood,  right?  Recently 
he’s  come  forth  and  been  very 
open  about  it  in  an  attempt  to  put 
an  end  to  the  seemingly  rampant 
sexual  problems  in  Hollywood. 

For  years  he  was  tossed  around 
as  a  child  actor,  abused  time  and 
time  again.  How  many  people 
knew  about  it?  How  many  people 
were  aware  of  what  was  going  on 
and  did  or  said  nothing? 

Far,  far  too  many.  I  don’t  even 
have  a  number,  but  the  fact  that 
there  are  any  is  depressing. 

That’s  another  thing  about 
this  whole  situation:  people  have 
known  about  all  these  problems 
that  infect  what  is  most  likely  the 
most  famous  industry  in  America. 
Many,  many  people  in  Hollywood 
know  and  have  known  about  these 
problems,  yet  have  said  nothing. 

Why  has  this  problem  been 
allowed  to  continue?  Is  it  because 
the  faqade  the  industry  puts  on  to 
appear  glorious  and  glamorous 
doesn’t  waver?  Is  it  for  the  sake 
of  art?  For  money?  Why  the  hell 
has  this  been  kept  quiet  for  so 
long? 

It’s  disgusting. 

Women  and  children  are  not 


the  only  victims  of  this  sort  of 
sexual  abuse  and  harassment. 
Manly  man  Terry  Crews  has  even 
come  forward  about  his  own 
experience,  in  which  a  producer 
sexually  assaulted  him,  and  he 
had  to  stay  quiet  about  it. 

Think  about  it-  someone  as 
large,  strong  and  confident  as  he 
was  forced  to  stand  down  and 
stay  quiet.  All  to  keep  his  job.  At 


the  time,  it  may  have  felt  like  the 
producer  who  grabbed  him  had 
infinitely  more  power  than  he  did. 

The  reality  that  people  have  this 
level  of  power  and  have  been  able 
to  get  away  with  this  abhorrent 
behavior  is  vile.  I’m  glad  people 
are  coming  forward,  naming 
names,  and  taking  a  stand. 

This  has  to  stop,  everywhere. 


Harvey  Weinstein  Photo  courtesy  of  Wikimedia  Commons 


»  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

lADVERTISE  IN  THE  JJC  BLAZER! 


Are  you  a 
small  business 
owner  looking 
to  advertise 
and  bring  in 
business? 


Are  you  a 
professor 
trying  to  host 
an 

on-campus  or 
local  event? 


Are  you  a  JJC 
club  wanting 
to  promote  an 
event  that 
students 
should  attend? 


Are  you  a 
college 

looking  trying 
to  reach 
out  to  transfer 
students? 


Advertising  in  the 
JJC  Blazer  is  a  great  way  to 
achieve  promotion  seen  by 
*.  thousands  of  staff,  professors  and  .* 
students  in  the  Joilet  area. 


If  you  are  interested  in  advertising  or  have  more  questions  about  sizing  and  pricing  email  us  at  blazermail@jjc.edu. 


News 


RGbcltG  from 


pagel 


and  above,  just  off  of  two  years.” 

In  September,  it  was  reported 
that  students  would  be  receiving  a 
reimbursement.  At  that  time,  not 
much  information  was  known, 
but  student  trustee  Sante  Deserio 
from  Student  Government  was 
able  to  confirm  the  news. 

“The  board  of  trustees,  the 
president’s  cabinet  and  (JJC 
President)  Dr.  (Judy)  Mitchell  are 
in  the  last  developmental  stages  of 
issuing  a  tuition  reimbursement,” 
Deserio  said. 

Also  back  in  September  there 
was  no  date  in  which  students 
were  to  expect  the  reimbursement. 
However,  on  Nov.  21,  students 
were  given  more  details.  An 
email  was  sent  out  to  JJC  students 
explaining  the  reimbursement. 

YntYie  ema\\,M\tcV\eU  exptained 

that  in  December  students  would 
receive  a  payment  that  will  be 
equal  to  $12  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  credit  hours  taken 
in  the  fall  2017  semester.  The 


reimbursement  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  because  State  released  a 
budget  in  July,  funding  from  the 
State  was  better  than  what  the 
President  and  Board  of  Trustees 
expected. 

Students  are  expected  to 
receive  the  payment  in  the  form  of 
a  Visa  prepaid  debit  card  no  later 
than  Dec.  15,  2017.  The  payment 
will  be  sent  to  the  address  that 
students  have  on  file. 

For  any  students  with  an 
outstanding  balance,  the  money 
will  first  be  applied  to  that. 
Students  who  receive  tuition 
waivers  because  they  are 
employees  or  dependents  of 
employees  will  not  receive  the 
payment. 

If  there  are  any  questions  or 
concerns,  students  can  contact  the 
Student  Accounts .  and  Payment 
team  at  (815)  280-6688  or  visit 
their  office  which  is  located  in 
room  A- 1020  in  Main  Campus. 


Where  will  your/' 
vision  tak6  your  ' 


Transfer  to  the  School  of  the 
Art  Institute  of  Chicago  and 
join  a  community  of  peers  who 
reshape  the  visual  landscape. 
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people  with  either  life  concerns, 
like  test  anxiety  and  things  like 
that,  [or]  relationship  concerns,” 
Liacone  said.  “But  there  are 
some  that  come  in  for  mental 
health  things  that  they’ve  been 
diagnosed  with.” 

According  to  both  Liacone 
and  Bullock,  students  come  in 
just  about  every  day  seeking 
counseling  for  mental  health. 
The  counseling  center  offers  both 
personal  and  crisis  counseling. 

When  students  come  in,  they 
fill  out  an  intake  form  for  the 
counselors  to  review  and  get  a 
sense  of  where  the  students  are 
mentally. 

“Since  we  do  counseling,  but 
we’re  not  an  actual  counseling 
center,  we  can  stabilize  them, 
and  if  need  be  we  can  refer  them 
out  or  initiate  the  hospitalization 
process,”  said  Bullock,  regarding 
crises. 

According  to  Bullock,  the 
counselors  can  see  students  up  to 
five  times  in  regard  to  their  mental 
health.  However,  there  are  some 
exceptions  which  would  allow 
students  to  come  back  to  be  seen 
more  times  by  the  counselors. 

“We  don’t  diagnose  anyone 
here,  and  we’re  not  a  mental 
health  center,  so  we  can  attempt 
to  provide  coping  skills  and 
strategies  on  the  short  term,  and 
if  further  care  is  needed,  we  can 
refer  them  out  to  somewhere,” 


said  Bullock. 

While  students  are  certainly 
encouraged  to  seek  help  from 
the  counselors  if  necessary,  they 
must  remember  that  the  college’s 
resources  can  only  do  so  much. 
There  is  a  vast  list  of  outside 
institutions  the  counselors  can 
and  do  reference  students  to. 

“I  got  a  whole  booklet  here,  and 
it  really  depends  on  the  situation, 
who  they  are.  We  have  pages  and 
pages  and  pages  of  places  that 
we  can  refer  somebody  to,”  said 
Liacone. 

However,  instances  substance 
abuse  is  not  something  the  office 
is  equipped  to  handle.  There  are 
a  number  of  tests  that  need  to 
be  done  to  adequately  handle 
substance  abuse  therapy,  which 
JJCs  counseling  office  does  not 
have  access  to. 

“A  lot  of  programs,  they  have 
that  requirement  that  they  have 
to  do  a  draw  to  determine  where 
they  are  right  now.  And  let’s 
say,  for  example,  when  students 
come  in  here,  since  we  have 
no  knowledge  of  medications 
they’re  prescribed,  or  substances 
that  they’re  consuming  or  using,” 
said  Bullock.  “That  puts  us  at 
a  disadvantage  of  trying  to  talk 
to  them  about  a  mental  health 
situation  when  we  don’t  know 
what’s  in  their  system,  if  they’re 
taking  their  medications  correctly, 
any  illicit  medications.” 


Students  should  also  know  that 
there  is  free,  confidential  mental 
health  screening  available  online 
at  mentalhealthscreening.org/ 
screening/JJC. 

“Completely  anonymous, 
confidential,  all  you  do  is  answer 
a  series  of  questions.  It  does  not 
diagnose  you,  but  it  gives  you 
an  idea  that  maybe  there  might 
be  something  going  on,”  said 
Liacone. 

There  are  multiple  screening 
tests  students  can  take  through 
this  service.  There  is  a  test  for 
depression,  generalized  anxiety, 
eating  disorder,  substance  abuse, 
alcohol  use,  PTSD  and  bipolar 
disorder. 

This  test  does  not  give  a 
diagnosis  upon  completion-  it  is 
simply  to  check  if  you  are  at  risk 
of  possibly  having  one  of  these 
mental  problems. 

“It  doesn’t  diagnose,  it  doesn’t 
say  ‘oh  you’re  depressed.’  But 
it  does  point  you  in  the  right 
direction  if  you  want  to  discuss 
your  results,”  said  Liacone.  “You 
can  come  down  and  talk  to  one  of 
the  counselors  here.” 

If  you  are  struggling  with 
mental  health  or  personal  life 
problems  and  feel  hopeless, 
remember  there  is  always  help 
available  somewhere. 

“Mental  health  is  something 
that  happens  to  pretty  much 
everyone.  At  any  given  time. 


30  percent  of  the  population 
is  dealing  with  this.  Don’t  be 
ashamed,  seek  help.  We’re  here 
to  help,  you  have  friends  to  help; 
there’s  support  everywhere,”  said 
Bullock. 

For  those  who  know  someone 
close  to  them  who  is  struggling: 


listening  is  the  best  thing  you  can 
do. 

“Listen.  Be  there.  Sometimes 
you  don’t  know  what  to  say,  but 
just  the  fact  you’re  there  means  a 
lot,”  said  Bullock. 


HELP  WANTED  FOR 
ANIMATION  PROJECT 

INDEPENDENT  ARTIST  LOOKING  TO  ADD  SKILLED, 
DEVOTED,  AND  ENTHUSIASTIC  3D  ANIMATORS/MODELERS 
TO  AN  GROWING  INDEPENDENTTEAM.  THE  OVERARCHING 
GOAL  TO  CREATE  A  MUSIC-DRIVEN  ANIMATED  SERIES. 
THIS  CHOSEN  ANIMATOR  WILL  NEED  TO  BUILD,  RIG,  AND 
ANIMATE  TO  A  STORYBOARD  ON  A  CURRENTLY  LEISURED 
SCHEDULE.  THE  CURRENT  MAIN  CHARACTER  IS  ROBOTIC, 
SO  A  KNOWLEDGE  OF  CREATING  BELIEVABLE  METALS  IS  A 
MUST.  AN  UNTEXTURED  DRAFT  MODEL  WILL  BE  GIVEN  FOR 
DESIGN  REFERENCE.  CREATIVE  SUGGESTIONS  FOR 
CHANGES  ARE  ENCOURAGED.  IF  THE  END  PRODUCT 
PROVES  SUCCESSFUL,  EACH  TEAM  MEMBER  WILL 
RECEIVE  PAYMENT. 

IF  YOU'RE  INTERESTED,  FEEL  FREE  TO  CONTACTTHE 
PROJECTS  TUMBLR  PAGE  UNDER  THE  NAME 
"modemmonster“ORBYEMAIL  A  T jessicatn01@gmail.com. 


Technology  from  pagel 


News 


of  a  stylus  thanks  to  this  new 
technology:  augmented  reality. 

As  a  technology,  a  lot  of  hype 
has  been  generated  around  its 
applications.  With  its  first  popular 
commercial  debut  in  the  form  of 
Google  Glass,  augmented  reality 
has  been  slowly  transitioning 
from  being  science  fiction  to 
becoming  reality. 

This  is  the  first  semester  JJC 
has  been  using  these  machines, 
and  the  possible  applications  for 
the  technology  are  abundant, 
according  to  CIS  professor 
Angela  Sullivan. 

“As  a  computer  science  student, 
you  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
code  with  the  programs  that  are 
on  these  machines,”  Sullivan 
said.  “As  a  programmer,  you 
will  be  building  the  programs  to 
make  the  Z-space  work.  If  you 
are  into  3D  modeling,  you  will 
be  modeling  for  automotive, 
vet  tech,  and  health  service  and 
biology  applications  as  well.” 

For  students  with  a  passion  for 
technology,  even  the  intricacies 
of  building  a  computer  can  be 
modeled  within  the  augmented 
3D  space,  otherwise  known  as 
Z-space. 

Sullivan  believes  that  as  future 
web  developers,  students  should 
start  to  get  used  to  viewing 
websites  in  augmented  reality. 

“We  have  gone  from  have  a 
static  one-page  website,  to  having 
a  fully  functional  website  that 
is  dynamic  and  pulls  data  from 
databases.” 

Sullivan  says  that  the  next  step 
is  programming  applications  that 
incorporate  augmented  reality 
technology. 

Thanks  to  the  grant,  JJC 
students  will  get  hands  on 
experience  doing  just  that. 

Past  the  web  development 
applications  for  these  awesome 
machines,  nursing  and  other 


STEM  students  may  utilize  this 
new  resource  as  well. 

Originally,  these  machines 
were  acquired  by  the  nursing 
department.  The  idea  is  to  use 
augmented  reality  to  view  human 
anatomy  in  an  interactive  way, 
within  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  a  computer  lab,  and 
without  the  expense  of  a  cadaver 
lab. 

However,  there  has  been  no 
word  of  these  machines  replacing 
the  cadaver  lab  experience  at  JJC. 


A  useful  way  to  understand 
these  machines  is  to  realize  that 
they  supplement  traditional 
education.  Any  student  at  JJC 
can  find  a  use  for  them,  and  the 
possibilities  are  endless. 

In  another  turn  for 
improvement,  JJC  is  revamping 
its  main  website. 

In  a  Q&A  article  earlier  in 
the  semester.  The  Blazer  asked 
Michael  Planeta,  the  title  III 
business  analyst  involved  in  the 
project,  to  elaborate  on  these 


plans.  In  a  follow-up  this  month, 
Planeta  confirmed  some  key 
changes. 

Amongst  the  changes,  a 
student  will  have  access  to  the 
JJC  website  in  all  platforms,  with 
a  much  improved  interface  that  is 
more  mobile-friendly. 

The  location  of  things  like 
student  email,  e-resources  (soon 
to  be  “self-service”)  and  online 
classes  have  been  relocated  as 
well. 

Planeta  said  to  expect  all 


of  these  resources  to  be  more 
consolidated,  or  easier  to  access. 

Student  will  also  notice  an  ease 
of  access  to  email  and  e-resources, 
thanks  to  a  new  one-time  sign-in 
feature. 

Added  online  resources  include 
how-to  videos  regarding  class 
registration  and  site  navigation. 

Students  will  begin  seeing 
changes  starting  the  spring 
semester,  with  My  JJC  transitional 
training  videos  for  the  new  site 
beginning  in  February. 


TLC  holding  first  'Late  Night  Snack  &  Study' 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

Any  JJC  students  looking  to 
study  for  finals  and  also  enjoy 
free  food  are  in  luck. 

On  Nov.  30,  the  Tutoring  and 
Learning  Center  will  be  hosting 
an  event  they  are  calling  “Late 
Night  Snack  and  Study.” 

It  will  be  held  in  the  TLC  from 
6:00  p.m.  until  10:30  p.m. 

“It’s  a  first  for  our  department,” 
said  English  tutor  Jean  Tyrell. 
“We’ve  never  done  this  before.” 

“Dr.  (Sabrina)  Jones  has  gone 
to  the  community  and  gotten 
some  wonderful  donations  of 
food,  including  pizza,  sandwiches 
and  pop.” 

Throughout  the  event,  tutors 
will  be  available  for  all  subjects. 
So  whether  a  student  needs  help 
with  science,  English  or  math, 
there  will  be  someone  there  to 
assist. 

Tyrell  went  on  to  say  that  Jones 


had  brought  the  idea  over  from  a 
previous  job,  and  they  hope  that 
implementing  the  event  at  JJC 
will  be  successful. 

“Especially  for  us  as  a 
commuter  campus,  it’s  hard 
sometimes  to  get  people  to 
commit  to  staying  late,”  said 
Tyrell.  “But  if  we  make  an  event 
of  it,  people  are  more  likely  to 
feel  like  ‘I  can’t  miss  this.’” 

Students  can  either  RSVP  for 
the  event  or  just  drop  in  at  any 
time  during  the  event. 

The  RSVP’s  are  in  place  so 
the  TLC  can  know  how  many  to 
expect.  Tyrell  said  that  they  are 
planning  on  having  200  attendees, 
but  will  have  to  wait  and  see  what 
the  turnout  is, 

“We  expecting  some  students 
to  park  the  whole  night,  or  come 
in  and  out,”  said  Tyrell. 

“Otherwise  we  have  to  eat 
all  of  that  pizza  ourselves,” 
remarked  professor  and  English 
tutor  Denise  Curry. 

But  the  main  concern  for  the 


TLC  is  to  make  sure  that  every 
student  is  aware  that  this  event  is 
happening. 

“Dr.  Jones  and  Janis  (Shumac) 
have  a  great  job  getting  the  word 
out,”  said  Tyrell.  “I’ve  seen  it  on 
the  school  website.  The  dean  had 
it  on  her  monthly  newsletter.” 

Flyers  have  been  posted  around 
campus,  and  will  be  handed  out  in 
the  hallways  in  the  days  leading 
up  to  the  event. 

“We’re  hoping  that  students 
will  come  with  their  friends 
and  make  a  study  night  of  it, 
especially  so  close  to  finals.” 

The  TLC  is  located  on  the 
second  floor  of  C-Building 
in  room  C-2010.  They  offer 
numerous  services  to  students  in 
any  subject  that  is  offered  at  JJC. 

Students  can  make 
appointments  to  meet  with  tutors 
one  on  one,  or  attend  drop-in  math 
tutoring  at  the  TLC.  The  study 
night  on  Nov.  30  will  also  allow 
students  to  see  what  benefits  the 
TLC  has  to  offer. 


b  News  — 

Gamers  Club  expanding 
role  in  the  community 


By  Mai  re  Burkett 

Staff  Writer 

Gaming  and  volunteering  may 
not  seem  like  they  go  together, 
but  both  make  a  win. 

On  Friday,  Nov.  17,  from  11 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  JJC’s  Gamer’s 
Club  held  an  event  at  the  Habitat 
for  Humanity  ReStore  in  Joliet, 
where  they  volunteered  their  time 
to  unload  and  assemble  furniture. 

What  inspired  the  Gamer’s 
Club  volunteering  opportunity 
was  the  club’s  desire  to  contribute 
to  the  community  and  to  show  the 
stereotypical  thought  of  gamers 
as  a  fallacy.  As  Grace  Guo,  the 
event  coordinator  for  the  Gamer’s 
Club  explained. 

“As  gamers,  we  want  to  beat 
the  stereotype.  We  want  to  be 
active  in  the  community  as  well,” 
Guo  said. 

With  that  inspiration  to  reach 
out  to  the  community,  the  Gamer’s 
Club  noticed  the  recently  opened 
Habitat  for  Humanity  ReStore  in 
Joliet  and  decided  it  would  be  a 
unique  volunteer  opportunity. 

The  work  done  included 
unpacking,  organizing  and 
assembling  furniture  such  as  day 
beds  and  chairs. 


“It  felt  really  good,  it  had  some 
of  an  impact,”  Guo  said.  “I’m 
hoping  to  go  back  next  semester.” 

It  has  been  more  recent  that  the 
Gamer’s  Club  has  become  more 
of  a  presence  in  the  community. 

In  addition  to  volunteering, 
the  club  plans  on  collaborating 


with  other  clubs,  such  as  Wolf 
Pack  Productions  and  the  Natural 
Science  Club’s  Cleanup  Day. 

They  will  be  having  a  bake 
sale  and  hosting  more  volunteer 
opportunities  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity  ReStore  and  Feed  My 
Starving  Children. 


Photo  courtesy  ofJJC  Gamers  Club's  Facebook 

Grace  Guo  voluneering  at  Habitat  for  Humanity  ReStore. 
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JJC  Regulation  Ticket 

According  to  JJC  Police, 
Romeoville  Campus  student 
Nicholas  J.  Finger  was  issued  a 
Student  Code  for  disruption  and 
damage  to  property  on  Nov.  1, 
2017,  for  spraying  a  substance 
called  “liquid  ass”  onto  a  chair. 
Additionally,  he  was  issued  two 
JJC  regulation  tickets  totaling 
S150. 

Damage  to  Property 

Eduardo  Almazan,  Joliet 
was  arrested  and  charged  with 
criminal  damage  to  property 
(damage  not  specified)  and 
issued  a  notice  of  trespassing 
from  all  JJC  property  on  Nov.  3, 
2017,  according  to  JJC  Police. 

Almazan  was  fingerprinted, 
photographed  and  issued  a  bail 
bond  of  $1,500.  After  receiving 
the  notice  of  trespass,  he  was 
escorted  to  South  Lot  7,  where 
he  left  the  property. 

Elevator  Assistance  Given 

A  responding  officer  assisted 


and  successfully  released 
multiple  students  that  were 
stuck  in  the  J  Building  elevator 
on  Nov.  14,  2017.  Maintenance 
soon  reset  the  elevator,  and  it 
was  back  in  service. 

After  being  put  back  in 
service,  another  group  of 
students  were  found  stuck. 
Maintenance  was  already  on  the 
scene  and  was  able  to  use  a  key 
from  the  responding  officer  to 
successfully  assist  the  students 
out  of  the  elevator. 

Found  Firearm 

According  to  JJC  Police,  a 
male  called  the  JJC  Police  and 
informed  the  responding  officer 
that  he  found  a  firearm  on 
Houbolt  Road,  near  Rock  Creek 
Blvd  on  Nov.  9,  2017.  The  man 
was  instructed  to  not  move  the 
firearm  and  to  wait  for  an  officer. 

The  responding  officer  was 
dispatched  to  North  Lot  3  to 
retrieve  the  firearm.  Joliet 
Police  Department  also  arrived 
on  scene  to  safely  recover  the 
firearm. 


of  undergraduate  students 
transfer  to  AU  after  starting 
at  another  college 
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work  with  you  to  chart  a  path 
and  keep  graduation  in  sight 


Visit  campus  to  explore  our 
academic  programs,  meet  with 
professors,  talk  to  admission 
representatives  and  connect 
with  current  students. 
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Movie  Review 


DC  does  injustice  to  'Justice  League' 


By  becca  Dvorak 

Copy  Editor 

During  most  of  our  childhoods, 
DC  superheroes  were  all  the  rage. 
From  the  famous  Teen  Titans  to 
the  mysterious  Batman,  these 
powerful  beings  ruled  our  youth. 

So  when  the  announcement  for 
the  new  Justice  League  movie 
came  out,  most  of  us  were  ecstatic 
beyond  belief.  But,  during  the 
fdm  one  can’t  quite  shake  the 
direction  DC  is  taking. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
movie  with  the  illuminated  title 
display  to  the  everlasting  credits. 
Marvel  ideas  are  copied,  but  not 
nearly  as  successfully. 

From  the  cheesy  jokes,  the 
love-hate  relationship  amongst 
the  team,  and  the  one  rich  egotist 
wanting  to  use  science  to  play 
God  and  recruit  children  to  fight 
a  war. 

Of  course,  there  are  good 
qualities  in  the  film  besides 
watching  Jason  Momoa  as 
Aquaman  walk  around  shirtless. 

Gal  Gadot  continues  to  prove 
she  was  the  best  choice  for 
Wonder  Woman,  while  Ezra 
Miller  attractively  showcases 
a  boyish,  socially  awkward 
Flash.  Ray  fisher  also  does  an 
exceptional  job  as  Cyborg. 

The  film  offers  excellent  fight 
scenes,  pleasant  graphics  and  a 
somewhat  tolerable  plot.  But  of 
course,  there  are  some  arguable 
features  from  the  movie. 

Ben  Affleck  is  Batman.  Enough 
is  said  about  the  film  by  just  those 
four  words. 

Major  plot  holes  exist 


throughout  the  film,  especially  at 
the  very  end  and  some  of  the  cast 
that  reprised  important  characters 
are  left  with  only  three  minute 
scripts  a  pointless  actions,  such  as 
J.K.  Simmons’  Jim  Gordon  role. 

One  major  character  only 
seems  to  make  a  comeback 
for  corny  jokes,  a  showcase  of 
exaggerated  powers  and  to  prove 
how  well  spandex  looks  on  built 
individuals. 

Back  to  Ben  Affleck. 
Remember  when  “Batman  v 
Superman:  Dawn  of  Justice” 
came  out  and  Affleck  only  had 
four  minutes  of  screen  time? 

Let’s  go  back  to  that  peaceful 
time.  Affleck  showcases  Batman 
as  an  exaggerated  rich  guy  with 
a  braggart  attitude  with  no  useful 
attributions  to  the  team  other  than 
expensive  toys. 

Although  B-man  doesn’t 
offer  any  aspects  powerwise,  his 
role  as  the  detective/co-leader 
has  always  been  important  to 
the  team,  and  Affleck  does  not 
contribute  those  factors  by  any 
means  necessary. 

In  the  competition  between 
Marvel  and  DC,  Marvel  is 
definitely  in  the  lead  by  a 
landslide.  But  DC  has  proven  over 
the  years  that  strong  improvement 
can  be  accomplished  with  the 
right  director. 

Justice  League  may  not  be 
in  first  place  or  be  anything 
like  the  wondrous  cartoon  we 
cherished  as  a  child,  but  it  offers 
a  close  enough  acceptable  factor 
that  some  will  consider  “good 
enough.” 


'Orient  Express'  nearly 
derails  due  to  directing 


by  becca  Dvorak 


Copy  Editor 

Murder  on  the  Orient  Express, 
a  classic  detective  novel  by 
Agatha  Christie,  has  hit  theaters 
and  seems  to  be  doing  simply 
okay. 

The  hype  of  the  book’s 
adaptation  to  film  was 
enthusiastically  discussed  by 
fans  of  Christie’s  work,  but  it 
seems  the  movie  did  not  live  up 
to  expectations. 

Of  course,  this  isn’t  uncommon. 

Most  novel-based  films  never 
live  up  to  the  book’s  expectations 
or  even  follow  along.  Some 
provide  nonexistent  characters. 
Characters  that  should  have  died 
stay  alive  and  those  that  stay  alive 
actually  die. 

It  is  veiy  difficult  to  find  a 
series  that  follows  along  with 
the  paperback,  but  the  film  isn’t 


quite  far  off  from  providing  an 
exceptional  viewing. 

With  an  all-star  cast  as  the 
lying,  deceitful  passengers  on 
the  murder  express,  you  at  least 
get  a  sense  that  the  film  from  the 
beginning  will  kick  it  off.  And 
it  totally  would,  if  the  director 
had  actually  paid  attention  to 
production  instead  of  napping 
during  takes. 

Kenneth  Branagh’s  portrayal 
of  Hercule  Poirot  was  fun  and 
on  point,  as  was  Daisy  Ridley’s 
Mary  Debenham.  But  the  rest  of 
the  cast,  aside  from  Johnny  Depp, 
seemed  as  though  they  had  to 
truly  force  the  look  of  suspense 
and  horror  in  their  eyes. 

Depp  was  successfully 
chosen  to  play  the  rugged 
Edward  Ratchett,  and  triumphed 
in  portraying  the  weasel  ly 
intimidating  gangster,  but  Depp 
always  comes  through  with  an 
extravagant  performance. 


Michelle  Pfeiffer  was  among 
the  star  studded  cast  but  providing 
nothing  but  being  extra  as  hell. 
And  although  Penelope  Cruz 
was  somewhat  understandable  in 
the  film,  she  offered  nothing  but 
dullness. 

For  a  movie  revolving  around  a 
murder,  the  job  would  be  to  keep 
the  audience  fully  engaged  in  the 
story  with  suspense  and  wonder 
just  as  the  novel  succeeded 
with.  The  film  does  not  exactly 
accomplish  this. 

The  plot  occasionally  ventures 
away.  The  scenery  and  features 
are  the  only  thing  truly  keeping 
the  audience’s  attention,  not  the 
story  itself. 

The  film  fails  aggressively  in 
the  main  objective  and  does  not 
live  up  to  the  book’s  expectations, 
but  like  a  kindergartener  drawing 
a  picture,  it’s  a  good  try. 


Photo  courtesy  ofimdh.com 
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8  Entertainment 


Star  Wars  Battlefront  II: 

Unnecessary  controversy  sinks  a  great  game 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Verge 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

Buried  beneath  the 
controversial  and  predatory 
business  practices,  EA’s  Star 
Wars  Battlefront  II  is  one  hell  of 
a  fun  game. 

Technology  is  now  at  a  point 
where  video  games  can  recreate 
the  visual  marvels  that  are  in  Star 
Wars. 

The  first  Battlefront  was 
released  in  2015.  It  boasted 
impressive  graphics  and 
authentic  gameplay. 

Battlefront  II  kicks  it  into 
another  gear. 

The  gameplay  is  oozing  with 
Star  Wars  fun,  and  every  laser 
blast  and  lightsaber  swing  feels 
amazing. 

The  main  complaint  about  the 
first  game  was  the  lack  of  a  single¬ 
player  campaign.  But  Battlefront 
II  incorporates  a  short,  albeit 
satisfying,  campaign. 

You  play  as  Imperial  Special 
Forces  agent  Commander 
Iden  Versio.  She  leads  an  elite 
squadron  of  Stormtroopers  in 
the  period  spanning  the  end  of 
“Return  of  the  Jedi”  and  “The 
Force  Awakens.” 

The  campaign  is  not  perfect, 
but  it  is  all  I  really  wanted  out  of  a 
Star  Wars  game.  It  does  a  decent 
job  introducing  new  characters, 
taking  you  to  new  locations  and 
fitting,  in  some  story  points  in 
between  the  two  movies. 

There  are  some  spectacular 


moments  in  the  campaign. 
Flying  through  the  massive  field 
of  debris  left  behind  by  the  Death 
Star  explosion  stands  out. 

You  also  take  part  in  the 
massive  Battle  of  Jakku,  which 
leaves  behind  the  crashed  ships 
that  can  be  seen  in  “The  Force 
Awakens.” 

But  much  like  its  predecessor, 
this  game  focuses  on  multiplayer. 
And  they  get  the  gameplay 
mostly  right. 

The  Starfighter  Assault  mode 
gives  players  the  chance  to  pilot 
a  multitude  of  starships  from  all 
Star  Wars  eras.  The  two  teams 
compete  to  either  complete  a 
series  of  objectives  in  order  to 
win  the  match. 

The  dogfighting  component 
is  extremely  satisfying,  and 
pursuing  and  taking  down 
an  enemy  ship  feels  like  an 
accomplishment. 

Massive  capital  ships  litter 
the  maps  as  well,  creating  new 
obstacles  and  objectives. 

There  are  a  few  smaller  modes, 
like  10-vs-lO  player  Blast  mode, 
8-vs-8  Strike  and  a  wild  Heroes 
and  Villains  mode. 

The  centerpiece  is  undoubtedly 
the  impressive  Galactic  Assault 
mode,  which  involves  teams  of 
20  players  going  head  to  head  in 
sprawling  maps. 

The  jungles  around  the  Rebel 
Temple  on  Yavin  4  host  some 
fun  long-range  frrefights,  while 
the  interior  of  the  temple  forces 
close-quarters  combat. 


The  map  on  Kashyyyk  is  lots  of 
fun  for  fans  of  the  Clone  Wars  era, 
and  more  modem  fans  will  enjoy 
fighting  at  Starkiller  Base. 

Battlefront  II  really  captures 
the  appeal  of  Star  Wars  with  the 
map  design  and  gameplay.  It  is 
also  extremely  exciting  to  control 
one  of  the  numerous  heroes  or 
villains  in  the  game. 

Carving  up  enemies  as  the 
pint-sized  Yoda  or  blasting  them 
away  as  Boba  Fett  is  great  fun. 
You  have  to  earn  enough  points 
in  each  match  to  access  heroes, 
so  playing  as  one  feels  truly 
rewarding. 

Darth  Maul  make  a  triumphant 
return  to  the  Star  Wars  universe 
here,  using  his  acrobatics  and 
double-bladed  lightsaber  to  turn 
the  tide  of  whichever  battle  he 
enters. 

Hero  and  villain  ships  are  also 
playable  in  Starfighter  Assault,  as 
you  can  pilot  such  iconic  ships  as 
the  Millennium  Falcon,  the  Slave 
I  and  Darth  Vader’s  Tie  Fighter. 

But  unfortunately 

overshadowing  the  great  graphics 
and  gameplay  is  the  massive 
controversy  involving  Battlefront 
II’s  in-game  economy,  and  how  it 
mixes  with  players’  out-of-game 
economies. 

EA  was  eviscerated  in  the 
weeks  leading  up  to  the  game’s 
launch  for  implementing  an 
extremely  controversial  loot  crate 

system. 

Some  games  feature  loot  crates 
that  can  be  purchased  with  either 


virtual  or  real  currency.  They 
hold  items  and  upgrades  for 
players,  but  they  rarely  affect 
gameplay. 

But  Battlefront  II’s  system 
did  just  that,  by  putting  star 
cards,  which  players  use  to  level 
up  their  multiplayer  characters, 
into  the  crates. 

Sure  the  crates  can  be 
unlocked  through  gameplay, 
but  the  number  of  hours  it 
would  take  is  truly  outrageous, 
something  like  4,000  hours. 

Muchofthe  criticism  EA  took 
was  for  seeming  to  encourage 
players  to  spend  real  money  to 
give  themselves  an  advantage 
in  online  multiplayer. 

This  so  called  “pay-to- 
win”  system  led  to  an  online 
firestorm,  which  EA  responded 
to  quickly  in  an  effort  to  save 
their  sales  numbers. 

They  removed  the  option 
to  buy  crates  with  real  money, 
temporarily  extracting  a  pay-to- 


win  system. 

But  the  damage  was  already- 
done.  The  massive  consumer 
backlash  caused  rating  for  the 
game  to  plummet. 

Disney’s  CEO  Bob  Iger 
even  got  involved,  as  he  was 
reportedly  unhappy  with  the 
negative  press  surrounding  the 
game,  and  by  association,  the 
Star  Wars  community. 

Disney  has  cashed  in  big  on 
the  Star  Wars  brand,  and  with 
the  next  film  releasing  in  a  few 
weeks,  they  cannot  afford  any 
negative  buzz. 

Time  will  tell  if  EA  will  add 
the  controversial  system  back  at 
a  later  date,  but  with  Disney  now 
taking  interest,  it  is  doubtful  they 
will  risk  it. 

It  really  is  a  shame,  because 
underneath  the  avoidable 
controversy  is  a  stunning  and 
exciting  Star  Wars  game,  with  the 
potential  of  being  the  best  Star 
Wars  game  to  date. 


Art  gallery  features  high  school  artists 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art 
Gallery  is  once  again  featuring  a 
new  exhibit 

It  opened  up  on  Nov.  6,  and 
it  features  the  art  of  numerous 
students  from  many  local  high 


schools. 

The  works  are  in  a  great  variety 
of  mediums.  More  traditional 
methods,  such  as  watercolors 
and  acrylic  paint,  are  on  display. 

Other  works  are  in  colored 
pencil,  chalk  pencils,  oil  pastels 
and  other  similar  instruments.  A 
multitude  of  sculptures  can  also 


be  seen. 

There  are  many  made  of  clay, 
and  even  some  rather  impressive 
cardboard  sculptures. 

More  than  20  high  schools  are 
represented  in  the  gallery,  from 
as  near  as  Joliet  West  to  as  far  as 
Dwight  Township  High  School. 

There  were  some  standout 


pieces  among  the  collection, 
with  many  boasting  a 
demarcation  as  “Selection  of 
Excellence.” 

One  such  piece  is  titled  “We 
Adapt.”  It  was  painted  with 
watercolors  by  Jensen  Peacock 
of  Plainfield  North.  It  featured  a 
kneeling  figure,  who  resembles 
some  sort  of  eastern  deity  or 
god. 

Crystal  Ortega  of  Yorkville 
High  School  produced  one  of 
largest  pieces  of  the  exhibit. 
Her  cardboard  sculpture  titled 
“Let  Me  See”  depicts  a  person 
covering  their  eyes  with  both 
hands. 

The  sculpture  is  detailed, 
despite  the  use  of  the  typically 
bland  looking  cardboard.  It 
shows  how  an  inconspicuous 
material  can  be  used  to  create 
something  interesting  and 
unique. 

One  of  the  more  eye-catching 
acrylic  paint  artworks  is  called 
“Obscure  Pies.” 

Painted  by  Jocelyn 
Hernandez  of  Joliet  Central,  it 
depicts,  as  the  title  indicates, 
several  pie-shaped  objects. 

They  each  have  different 
colored  fillings,  but  the  lines 
are  not  extremely  clear,  lending 
it  the  obscurity. 

Another  Joliet  Central 
student,  Susan  Hatz,  had  two 


particularly  interesting  pieces 
on  display. 

One  is  a  clay  sculpture  called 
“Brainless.”  It  features  a  human 
head  that  is  missing  a  top 
portion  of  the  skull.  Instead  of 
an  exposed  brain,  there  is  just 
an  empty  wedge-shaped  hole. 

This  piece  is  flat,  almost 
resembling  a  clay  tablet.  But  it 
is  still  quite  detailed. 

Another  one  of  Hatz’s  pieces 
is  titled  “Apartment  56.” 

It  is  a  colored  pencil  drawing, 
but  is  mostly  composed  of 
washed  out  gray  shades  and 
shadowy  colors.  It  is  a  view 
of  an  apartment  complex  from 
a  low  angle,  and  the  building 
seems  to  tower  overhead. 

It  seemed  like  something  out 
of  an  old  movie  or  television 
show. 

These  pieces  and  more  can 
be  viewed  through  Dec.  8.  The 
gallery  is  open  every  weekday 
from  8  a.m.  until  8  p.m. 

On  Nov.  30,  there  will  be  an 
open  house  for  JJC’s  visual  arts. 
The  open  house  will  be  held 
from  5  p.m.  until  the  gallery 
closes,  and  will  coincide  with 
an  awards  ceremony  for  the 
artists. 

The  awards  will  be 
distributed  in  the  J-Building 
cafeteria  at  6:30  p.m. 
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Derrick  Rose  deserves  sympathy 


Byadamtumino 


Co-Editor 

Rarely  has  an  athlete  collapsed 
as  quickly  and  unfortunately  as 
Derrick  Rose. 

He  was  a  hometown  hero, 
a  superstar  point  guard  and  an 
NBA  MVR  And  before  he  even 
turns  30,  Rose  may  be  out  of  the 
league. 

Rose’s  well-publicized  and 
oft  criticized  injuries  derailed 
his  career  before  he  was  even 
flirting  with  his  athletic  prime. 

Leg  injury  after  leg  injury 
have  not  only  taken  a  toll  on 
Rose  physically,  but  emotionally 
as  well. 

At  just  29  years  old,  he  is 
considering  retiring  from  the 


league.  His  career  is  one  of 
the  most  frustrating  in  recent 
memory. 

And  instead  of  being  met  with 
empathy,  Rose’s  decline  has 
resulted  in  an  illogical  disdain 
from  the  fans  from  the  city  he 
grew  up  in. 

Bulls’  fans  seem  to  relish  in 
his  misfortune  as  if  they  have  a 
personal  problem  with  him.  But 
when  the  Bulls  drafted  him  with 
the  first  pick  in  the  draft  just  nine 
years  ago,  he  was  treated  like  a 
god  by  these  same  fans. 

There  are  numerous  reasons 
that  fans  have  a  difficult  time 
treating  athletes  like  human 
beings. 

The  biggest  reason  is  the 
money. 

Fans  see  athletes  making  tens 
of  millions  of  dollars,  and  expect 
these  athletes  to  earn  that  money. 
No  one  can  possibly  be  worth  that 
much  money. 

Expecting  an  athlete  to  live 
up  to  a  $100  million  contract  is 
ridiculous. 

Bulls’  fans  saw  Rose  sit  on  the 
bench  for  months  at  a  time,  and 
wondered  if  he  was  rehabbing 
fast  enough. 

They  said  that  if  they  made  that 
much  money,  they  would  be  back 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  money 
makes  it  impossible  for  the  fans 
to  view  athletes  as  humans. 

But  Rose’s  problems  are  very 


human. 

Ever  since  he  was  young.  Rose 
was  groomed  to  be  a  basketball 
player.  His  family  sheltered 
him  from  the  dangers  of  the 
neighborhood  he  grew  up  in, 
afraid  that  he  would  fall  in  with 
a  bad  crowd  and  squander  his 
chances  of  being  a  star. 

He  was  not  a  great  student,  but 
he  didn’t  need  to  be.  There  were 
controversies  surrounding  his 
time  at  Simeon  High  School  in 
Chicago. 

It  was  widely  reported  that  his 
SAT  scores  were  falsified  in  some 
way,  and  it  was  likely  taken  by 
someone  else.  His  grades  were 
also  apparently  changed  to  allow 
him  to  attend  the  University  of 
Memphis. 

Memphis  voided  its  2007-08 
season  after  the  fact,  because 
Rose  should  have  been  ineligible. 

But  is  it  really  surprising  that 
he  did  not  take  the  SAT? 

He,  like  so  many  other  athletes, 
was  coddled  due  to  his  vast  talent. 
It  was  evident  that  Rose  was 
going  to  be  a  professional  athlete, 
and  expecting  him  to  waste  his 
time  on  school  is  silly. 

It  doesn’t  excuse  his  actions,  or 
the  actions  of  those  around  him, 
but  it  is  reality. 

But  what  does  this  have  to 
do  with  his  decline  and  lack  of 
sympathy? 

Rose  was  never  meant  to  be 


anything  other  than  a  basketball 
player.  His  family  pushed  him  in 
that  direction,  as  did  his  coaches 
and  teachers. 

And  now  that  his  career  may 
be  over,  what  can  he  do? 

He  has  been  manipulated  by 
people  throughout  his  entire 
life.  Even  after  turning  pro,  he 
still  had  voices  in  his  ear.  These 
voices  did  not  always  have  his 
best  interest  in  mind. 

Rose  lost  the  respect  of  many 
fans  after  he  refused  to  return  to 
the  court  after  he  was  medically 
cleared  to  play,  following  one  of 
his  injuries. 

Fans  saw  his  money,  they 
saw  his  teammates  playing  hard 
every  day  and  they  saw  the  Bulls’ 
chances  to  win  dwindle,  and  they 
blamed  Rose. 

It  was  not  his  fault. 

He  was  being  told  to  take  it 
slow  by  his  personal  team,  even 
at  the  expense  of  his  basketball 
team. 

And  now,  after  more  injuries 
and  more  controversy,  he  has  lost 
all  the  passion  he  once  had  for 
the  game. 

He  is  presently  away  from 
his  current  team,  the  Cleveland 
Cavaliers,  with  a  sprained  ankle 
and  is  contemplating  if  he  even 
wants  to  return. 

He  deserves  sympathy,  but  is 
getting  very  little. 

He  provided  Bulls’  fans  with 


joy  and  entertainment  during 
his  early  career.  He  was  the  best 
Bull  since  Jordan. 

But  unlike  Jordan,  all  Rose’s 
career  left  behind  is  what  could 
have  been. 

He  was  the  youngest  MVP 
in  league  history,  at  age  22  and 
six  months.  His  MVP  season 
of  20 10- 11  saw  him  average  25 
points  and  7.7  assists  per  game. 

But  durability  issues  began 
the  next  season.  In  his  first  three 
years  in  the  league,  Rose  played 
in  240  games.  Over  the  next  six 
plus  seasons,  he  has  only  played 
in  237. 

Many  fans  have  a  hard  time 
feeling  sorry  for  Rose.  He  will 
likely  never  have  financial 
issues,  as  he  is  still  making 
millions  from  an  Adidas  deal. 

He  also  has  a  young  son  and 
is  a  committed  father.  But  other 
than  the  money  and  family,  what 
else  will  Rose  do? 

He  was  shaped  his  entire  life 
to  do  one  thing.  And  now  that 
this  one  thing  may  be  taken  from 
him,  through  no  fault  of  his  own, 
he  will  probably  have  a  hard 
time  adjusting. 

He  brought  joy  to  basketball 
fans,  and  deserves  their 
sympathy  in  return. 

Look  passed  the  money  and 
the  injuries  and  see  the  person 
behind  it  all. 


Attention  Sports  Fans! 

The  Blazer  is  always  looking  for  people  to  cover  JJC  sports. 

If  you  are  interested  in: 

Baseball  Softball 

Volleyball  Wrestling 

Cross  Country 
If  you  already  watch  sports,  why  not  write  about  them? 
Contact  The  Blazer  today! 

jjcblazer.com  815-280-2313  blazermail@jjc.edu 


Basketball 

Soccer 


10  Sports - - 

basketball  from  page  1 


Quincy  Butler  shoots  a  three  pointer.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


induction  into  the  NJCAA  Men’s 
Basketball  Coaches  Association 
Hall  of  Fame. 

The  team’s  leading  scorer, 
Robert  Brooks,  departed  after 
playing  two  seasons  with  the 
Wolves.  Lastly,  after  35  years, 
the  Wolves  moved  into  a  new 
facility,  the  newly  constructed 
Event  Center. 

Despite  the  changes,  JJC  finds 
itself  tied  atop  all  of  the  Region 
IV-Division  III  basketball  teams. 
The  Rock  Valley  Golden  Eagles 
also  boast  a  6-1  record,  and  not 
far  behind  is  Elgin  Community 
College  at  4-1. 

The  Wolves  can  attribute  a 
lot  of  their  early-season  success 
to  the  tremendous  play  of  the 
backcourt.  The  team  had  a  big 
hole  to  fill  when  it  lost  Brooks 
and  his  team  leading  15.5' points 
pecgame. 

I«  his  Second  year  with  the 
team,  Gmazel  has  stepped  up  in 
a  huge  way  for  the  Wolves  and 
filled  that  hole,  averaging  21.5 
points  per  game.  His  backcourt 
mate,  Elias,  has  complemented 
him  well,  averaging  11  points 
and  four  assists  per  game. 

Rounding  out  the  core  of 
this  Wolves  team  is  starting 
forward,  Kwasigroch.  He  and 
the  backcourt  duo  of  Gmazel  and 
Elias  are  the  only  players  that 
have  started  in  all  seven  games 
this  year. 

Opening  up  the  season  at  home 
is  opportunity  all  teams  would 
love  to  have  and  the  Wolves  found 


themselves  with  that  privilege 
this  year.  The  team  seized  it 
and  opened  their  new  facility  in 
winning  fashion,  beating  Olivet 
Nazarene  University,  88-82. 

After  dropping  the  second 
game  of  the  season,  65-59  to  Lake 
County,  the  Wolves  had  one  home 
game  left  before  their  first  road 
test  of  the  season. 

In  that  game,  the  Wolves  went 
into  halftime  with  the  lead  for  the 
first  time  all  season,  a  lead  that 
could  have  been  much  bigger. 

“We  said  as  a  staff,  we  probably 
should  have  been  up  16  to  18 
points,”  Kuhn  said.  “That’s  really 
an  1 8-point  lead  if  you’re  playing 
right.  You  eliminate  six  silly 
turnovers,  and  we  had  a  number 
of  non-finishes  at  the  rim.” 

Even  so,  the  Wolves  head 
coach  was  much  more  pleased 
with  his  team’s  first-half  effort 
compared  to  the  first  two  games. 

“I  think  we  played  a  lot  harder, 
even  in  the  first  half  when  we 
were  behind,  I  thought  we  were 
playing  hard,”  Kuhn  said. 

Following  halftime,  the 
Wolves  came  out  on  fire,  scoring 
25  points  in  the  first  1 1  minutes  of 
the  second  half,  pushing  the  lead 
to  1 9  points. 

"We  had  a  great  spurt  and 
controlled  the  game  and  that’s 
what  you  like  to  see  coming  out,” 
Kuhn  said. 

The  Wdlves  finished  the  game 
out  strong,  defeating  Prairie  State 
76-71,  starting  their  current  win 
streak. 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


During  their  streak,  the 
Wolves  have  not  had  any  trouble, 
dispatching  opponents  by  an 
average  of  21.4  points.  Notably, 
the  team  scored  a  season  high, 
103  points,  in  a  40-point  route  of 
Illinois  Valley. 

However,  the  season  is 
long  and  there  is  still  plenty 
of  basketball  left  to  be  played. 
Teams  experience  highs  and 


lows  during  the  season  and  even 
during  each  game.  How  your 
team  responds  during  the  lows 
is  a  good  indicator  of  how  strong 
they  can  be  during  the  highs. 

“We  talk  to  them  all  the  time 
about  how  it’s  a  game  of  runs,” 
Kuhn  said.  “The  thing  that  you 
have  to  do  is  really  try  to  limit 
their  run  the  best  that  you  can, 
and  try  to  extend  yours  the  best 


you  can,  by  just  [playing]  smart 
basketball.” 

Following  Thanksgiving  break, 
the  Wolves  return  home  and  put 
their  five-game  winning  streak 
to  the  test  against  Concordia 
University  at  7  p.m.  After  that,  it’s 
three  straight  games  on  the  road, 
facing  Olive-Harvey,  Morton  and 
then  Moraine  Valley. 


Here, You  Are. 

Join  The  Dual  Degree  Program. 

Earn  your  associate  degree  from  JJC  and 
your  bachelor’s  degree  from  GSU  or  another 
institution.  You  also  can  compete  for  full 
tuition  scholarships  at  GSU. 


Learn  more: 

www.govst.edu/DDP 

708.534.4494 
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Th*  Dual  Degree  Program 
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Wrestling  program  returns  after  30  years 


Byadamtumino 

Co-Editor 

The  Past 


The  year  was  1987. 

Ronald  Reagan  was  president. 
The  Simpsons  made  their  first 
appearance  on  the  Tracey  Ullman 
Show.  Tim  Tebow  was  bom. 

It  was  also  the  last  year  that 
JJC  had  a  wrestling  program. 

Now  Reagan  is  dead,  The 
Simpsons  are  in  their  29th  season 
on  FOX  and  Tim  Tebow  plays 
minor  league  baseball. 

And  JJC  wrestling  has 
returned. 

Back  during  the  program’s 
heyday,  they  were  consistent 
competitors  on  the  national 
scene. 

The  program  took  home 
a  national  title  in  1964,  and 
appeared  in  the  national 
tournament  numerous  other 
times. 

From  1964  through  1980,  the 
Wolves  boasted  1 3  first  team  All- 
Americans. 

They  had  two  of  these  All- 
Americans  in  1964  and  three  in 
1979. 

Two  JJC  wrestlers  were  two- 
time  first  team  All-Americans. 
Ken  Lewis  achieved  this  in  1975 
and  1976,  with  Jeff  Dillman 


following  suit  in  1 979  and  1980. 

Dillman  was  also  the  last 
JJC  wrestler  to  be  named  a  first 
team  All-American  before  the 
program  folded  seven  years 
later. 

The  JJC  program  has  also 
had  an  individual  wrestler  win 
a  national  title  in  their  weight 
class  12  times. 

Wayne  Watson  was  the  first 
Wolves  champion,  winning  the 
125-pound  title  in  1965. 

Mike  Evans  won  at  190 
pounds  in  1979  and  1980, 
and  the  previously  mentioned 
Dillman  took  home  the 
1 74-pound  title  those  same  two 
years. 

Dillman  also  won  the  Ernest 
B.  Gould  Award  in  1980,  which 
is  given  to  the  best  wrestler  in 
the  NJCAA.  He  is  the  only  JJC 
wrestler  to  win  this  award. 

With  the  program’s  return  to 
the  mats,  time  will  tell  if  there 
are  more  titles  and  awards  to 
come. 

With  the  team’s  last  title 
being  over  50  years  old,  new 
hardware  will  be  welcome 


The  Present 

Currently,  the  program  is 
focusing  on  competing  every 
week. 

In  their  first  several  events, 
the  Wolves  have  had  wrestlers 
compete  at  a  high  level  in  their 
divisions. 

The  first  tournament  was 
held  in  Michigan,  at  Muskegon 
Community  College  on 
Friday,  Nov.  3.  Day  one  of  the 
competition  was  for  individuals 
and  the  Wolves  won  two  head-to- 
head  matchups. 

On  day  two,  the  open 
tournament  was  held  and  five  JJC 
wrestlers  reached  the  finals,  with 
four  of  them  having  placed. 

Dearion  Stokes  finished  in  first 
place  in  the  133  pound  weight 
class,  while  Adrian  Cervantes, 
Rodsean  Graham  and  Biyan 
Ditchman  all  finished  second  in 
their  divisions. 

“We  had  several  guys  where 
this  was  their  first  competition  in 
a  year  and  some  even  two,”  said 
head  coach  A.J.  Blahut.  “Those 
guys  are  just  going  to  get  better 
with  more  mat  time.” 

The  Wolves  followed  up 
this  performance  with  another 
competitive  outing  at  the  Millikin 
Open  in  Decatur  the  following 
week. 

Ditchman  and  Cervantes 
placed  once  again,  and  were 
joined  this  time  by  Vinny  Piunti 
and  Nick  Dado. 

The  results  at  the  next 
tournament  were  similar,  where 
multiple  Wolves  placed  once 
again. 

Ditchman  finished  fourth  in 
his  division,  making  him  the  only 
JJC  wrestler  to  place  in  all  three 
tournaments  so  far  this  season. 

Blahut  is  liking  what  he  is 
seeing  out  of  his  team  in  year  one 
of  the  program’s  rebirth. 

“They’re  wrestling  hard, 
they’re  wrestling  with  attempts 


Andrew  Hogeveen  at  the  Millikin  meet.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 
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The  Future 

A  major  part  of  restarting  a 
dormant  program  is  planning  for 
the  future,  both  long  and  short 
term. 

Where  this  planning  truly 
takes  shape  is  in  the  recruiting 
process. 

Even  during  the  season, 
recruiting  is  on  Blahut’s  mind. 
Especially  in  a  junior  college 
environment,  it  is  important  to  be 
sure  that  talent  is  continuing  to 
flow  through  the  program. 

With  most  athletes  only 
competing  at  JJC  for  two  years, 
the  athletic  programs  on  campus 
need  to  be  constantly  replenished. 

Luckily,  wrestling  talent  is  not 
hard  to  find  in  the  Joliet  location. 

“In  this  area,  kids  have  a  great 
foundation  in  wrestling,  and 
there’s  so  many  good  programs,” 
said  Blahut. 

And  now  that  the  word  is 
getting  out  that  JJC  wrestling 
is  back,  it  may  have  positive 
repercussions  on  the  recruitment 
process. 

“That  process  never  stops,” 


said  Blahut.  “It’s  a  little  easier 
now,  since  we’ve  had  some 
success.” 

There  are  other  ways  that  the 
program  is  trying  to  reach  local 
wrestlers  as  well. 

“Kids  are  hearing  about  us, 
on  our  Facebook  and  Twitter,” 
Blahut  said.  “Kids  are  following 
us.” 

But  recruitment  goes  beyond 
just  the  local  talent  pool,  and 
sometimes  more  efforts  must  be 
made  to  bring  in  outside  talent. 

“You  want  to  get  top  level 


competition,”  said  Blahut. 
“Whether  it’s  in  the  area  or  we 
have  to  go  outside  of  our  district 
to  bring  some  talent  in,  that’s 
what  we’re  going  to  do.” 

“We’re  going  to  put  best  10 
guys  out  there  to  compete  for  a 
national  title.  I  truly  believe  that 
right  away  we  can  compete  for 
that.” 

The  pillars  are  in  place  for  the 
JJC  wrestling  program,  and  time 
will  tell  if  sustained  success  will 
follow. 


Bryan  Ditchman  competes  at  Millikin  University  on  Nov.  11. 
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to  score.  They’re  not  just 
wrestling  to  hold  on,”  he  said. 
“It’s  always  good  to  see  them 
continue  to  push  for  scores  and 
points.” 

Many  of  the  team  members 
have  not  competed  in  a  year 
or  more,  so  the  early  success 
against  high-level  competition 
is  something  Blahut  is  enjoying. 

“They’re  competing  at  a 
high  level,”  he  said.  “They’re 
wrestling  against  some  really 
good  wrestlers  and  they’re  right 
there  with  them.” 

But  it  is  still  early  in  the 
season,  and  Blahut  wants  his 
team  to  stay  focused  on  the  big 
picture. 

“Our  goal  is  for  February,” 
Blahut  said.  “Everything  right 
now  is  a  learning  process.  The 
goal  is  F  ebruary  for  the  >110  AA 
national  tournament.” 

With  the  wrestlers  he  has 
in  place,  Blahut  thinks  that  a 
national  title  is  within  reach. 

“We  have  some  high  caliber 
kids  on  our  roster.  I  think  we  can 
make  a  statement  right  away  at 
the  national  tournament.” 

A  title  would  be  the  first  for 
the  program  in  over  50  years. 

Blahut  sees  traits  on  his  team 
that  fit  a  championship  mindset. 

“The  kids  are  buying  into  the 
process,  and  they’re  embracing 


the  grind,”  he  said.  “It’s  a 
long  season,  and  the  goal  is  in 
February  to  get  on  the  podium.  I 
think  we  have  some  kids  who  can 
definitely  get  on  the  podium.” 

“They  believe  in  themselves, 
they  believe  in  the  competition  in 
the  room.  They’re  pushing  each 
other.  Every  week  we’re  getting 
a  little  better.” 

He  hopes  all  the  small 
improvements  add  up  over  the 
winter,  and  build  a  foundation  for 
years  to  come. 

Getting  the  program  started 
up  again  quickly  will  help  the 
program  sustain  future  success 
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Upcoming  Schedule 

(All  times  CST) 

Dec.  2/  8  a.m. 

@  Manchester  University 

Dec.  9/  9  a.m. 

@  Triton  College 

Dec.  16/8  a.m. 

@  Cleveland  State  University 

Jan.  6/  9:30  a.m. 

d>  Loras  College 

Jan.  13/9  a.m. 

@  Elmhurst  College 

Jan.  27/  TBA 

@  Triton  College 


Sports 


Lady  Wolves  look 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Co-Editor 

The  JJC  Women’s  basketball 
team  began  the  2017-18  season 
on  a  six  game  winning  streak, 
which  is  their  best  six  game  start 
in  recent  seasons. 

They  lost  their  seventh  game 
of  the  year,  but  the  Lady  Wolves 
are  in  good  shape  to  have  their 
fourth  straight  winning  season. 

As  a  team,  the  Lady  Wolves 
put  up  a  large  number  of  shots 
per  game.  They  are  24th  in  the 
nation  in  field  goal  attempts 
per  game,  and  7th  in  three  point 
attempts. 

A  lot  of  these  shots  fail  to 
go  in,  as  the  team’s  field  goals 
and  three  point  percentages 
are  55th  and  57th  in  the  nation 
respectively. 

But  successful  rebounding 
allows  them  to  make  up  for  the 
missed  shots  by  earning  extra 
possessions. 

They  average  17.6  offensive 
rebounds  per  game,  which  is 
goodforthe  12  th  most  nationally. 

The  Lady  Wolves  also  fill  up 
the  stat  sheet  with  steals  and 
blocks,  averaging  15  steals  and 
4.6  blocks  per  game. 

Leading  the  way  for  JJC  this 
season  is  the  starting  backcourt 
of  Deesha  Bradford  and  Kianna 
Campbell. 

Bradford  and  Campbell,  both 
sophomores,  are  the  only  two 
players  on  the  team  averaging 
double  digit  points  per  game. 

Bradford  edges  out  Campbell 


in  this  category,  averaging  13.1 
points  per  game  to  Campbell’s  13. 

Campbell  has  the  slight  leads 
in  assists,  leading  the  team  with 
3.3  per  game.  Bradford  is  not  for 
behind  with  3. 

Bradford  is  ranked  near  the 
top  of  the  nation  in  a  number  of 
individual  categories.  Her  85 
percent  mark  from  the  free  throw 
line  is  the  11th  best  in  the  nation, 
and  her  2.6  assist  to  turnover  ratio 
is  the  17th  best. 

Campbell  just  cracks  the  top 
ten  nationally  in  steals,  ranking 
10th  with  29. 

The  Lady  Wolves’  standout 
freshman  player  is  Talia  Edwards. 
The  6’0”  forward  is  the  team’s 
5th  highest  scorer,  averaging  6.7 
points  per  game. 

She  really  shines  on  the  boards, 
where  she  leads  the  team  with  9.7 
rebounds  per  game.  This  is  4.1 
rebounds  more  than  the  second 
ranked  player,  Campbell. 

Edwards  has  the  12th  most 
offensive  rebounds  in  the  nation 
with  35.  She  leads  the  Lady 
Wolves  with  1 .2  blocks  per  game, 
and  has  the  32nd  most  blocks  in 
the  nation. 

Lady  Wolves’  head  coach 
Shaun  Sanderson  is  now  in  his 
10th  year  with  the  program.  His 
teams  have  won  at  least  20  games 
in  two  of  the  previous  three 
seasons,  with  the  other  being  a 
16-13  campaign. 

A  6-1  record  is  a  nice  start  to 
the  season,  and  if  they  can  keep 
up  the  success  once  conference 
play  rolls  around,  they  may  be  a 
good  position  to  compete  for  a 
title  this  season. 
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Kianna  Campbell  throws  a  pass  upcourt.  Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


to  continue  winning  ways 


Talia  Edwards  shoots  a  free  throw  against  Glen  Oaks  Community  College  on  Nov.  18. 
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Nia  Harris  contests  a  shot  against  Glen  Oaks. 
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PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Mens  Basketball 


Womens  Basketball 


Jarret  Gmazel 

Jarret  Gmazel  has  been  a  big 
part  of  the  Wolves’  6-1  start  to 
the  season,  leading  the  team 
with  20.9  points  per  game.  In  a 
103-63  win  against  Illinois  Valley 
on  Nov.  16,  Gmazel  scored  35 
points.  He  also  won  Division  III 
player  of  the  week  the  week  of 
Nov.  13  after  scoring  60  total 
points  in  two  games. 


Kianna  Campbell 

Sophomore  guard  Kianna 
Campbell  has  played  well  in 
all  phases  of  the  game  for  the 
Lady  Wolves.  She  is  averaging 
14.9  points,  6.6  rebounds, 
four  assists  and  4.7  steals  per 
game.  She  is  second  on  the 
team  in  points  and  rebounds, 
and  first  in  assists  and  steals. 
She  scored  21  points  against 
Glen  Oaks  on  Nov.  1 8. 


